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development corporations

 Nunavut is home to sever-
al development corporations 
that strive to create economic 
opportunities for businesses 
and people in the territory. 

Foremost among them is 
the territorial government's 
Nunavut Development Cor-
poration (NDC), whose 
central mandate is to create 
employment.

The subsidiaries in NDC's 
sales division – which are 
involved in the harvest, pro-
duction and sale of Arctic 
foods, clothing, arts and crafts 
– are Ivalu Ltd., Jessie Oonark 
Ltd., Kiluk Ltd., Kitikmeot 
Foods Ltd., Kivalliq Arctic 
Foods, Pangnirtung Fisheries, 
Papiruq Fisheries, Taluq Ltd. 
and Uqqurmiut Arts and 
Crafts.

Combined sales for the 
2009-2010 fiscal year topped 
$5.5 million, compared to 
$6.8 million the year before. 

In 2009-2010, NDC cre-
ated 92.5 direct jobs (defined 
as 50 weeks of employment 
a year), 31 direct traditional 
jobs (defined as $27,650 paid 

during the year to local art-
ists or harvesters) and four 
indirect jobs.

Representing all Inuit 
beneficiaries of the Nuna-
vut Land Claims agreement, 
Nunasi Corp. is affiliated with 
approximately 60 firms. 

Annual sales totalled 
$300.2 million in 2009, with 
net losses of $12.6 million.

That's compared to $465.4 
million in sales in 2008 with 
after-tax earnings of $10.3 
million.

Nunasi's largest affiliate 
is NorTerra, a 50-50 joint 
venture with the Inuvialuit 
Development Corporation of 
the Beaufort Delta region in 
the NWT. 

NorTerra controls Can-
adian North, Northern Trans-
portation Company Limited 
(NTCL) and Weldco-Beales 
Manufacturing.

The three regional Inuit 
associations also operate 
development corporations. 

In the Baffin Region, the 
Qikiqtaaluk Corp., which 
is owned by the Qikiqtani 
Inuit Association, has a stake 
in about 19 joint ventures 
and partnerships, and also 

owns Qikiqtaaluk Logistics, 
Qikiqtaaluk Properties, Baf-
fin Gas Bar and Qikiqtaaluk 
Information Technology Can-
ada. 

Most recently, the develop-
ment corp. formed a joint ven-
ture and new airline with First 
Air called Qikiqtani First 
Aviation. 

In the Kivalliq, Sakku 
Investments Corp. owns 
Sakku Properties and is the 
majority owner of Sakku 
Drugs.

The corporation is also a 
partner in several other busi-
nesses, including Nunavut 
Insurance Brokers, Sakku 
Caterers, PanArctic Inuit 
Logistics and the Nunavut 
Eastern Arctic Shipping.

In February, Sakku 
formed a joint venture with 
First Air called Sakku First 
Aviation. The new company 
will be headquartered in 
Rankin Inlet and service the 
mineral exploration indus-
try throughout the Kivalliq 
region through bases in Ran-
kin Inlet, Arviat, Baker Lake 
and Repulse Bay.

Kitikmeot Corp. has 16 
subsidiaries focusing on min-

ing and exploration support 
services. The corporation's 
best known subsidiary is Nuna 
Logistics, owned in partner-
ship with Nunasi Corp. and 
Pilot Shipping.

One of the projects that 
Nuna Logistics has been 
developing for years, the 
Bathurst Inlet port and road 
project, was nixed by its most 
likely user, MMG Resources. 

But there is potential for 
another company with min-
eral exploration projects in 
the area, Sabina Gold & Sil-
ver Corporation, to use the 
system down the road.

Nunavut Dev. Corp. sales top $5.5 million
Nunasi Corp. reports $12.6 million loss

Sakku forms joint venture with First Air
by Guy Quenneville 
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Nunavut Development Corp. created 92.5 jobs in 2009-2010.

Venture, location 2009-
2010

2008-
2009

2007-
2008

2006-
2007

2005-
2006

Kivalliq Arctic Foods,  
Rankin Inlet 7.81 14.99 9.6 18 24.8

Kitikmeot Foods,  
Cambridge Bay 11.4 11.9 11.2 12.6 11.5

Pangnirtung Fisheries,  
Pangnirtung 32.3 27.8 23.4 24.5 28.5

Papiruq Fisheries, Whale Cove 0.3 0.49 1.1 0.9 0.8

Ivalu, Rankin Inlet 2.29 2.8 2.2 2.4 0.8

Jessie Oonark, Baker Lake 10.6 8.4 8.1 7.7 4.4

Kiluk, Arviat 4.1 9.69 5.3 6.4 6.5

Taluq Designs, Taloyoak 4.2 6.19 4.2 3.9 2.8

Uqqurmiut Arts & Crafts,  
Pangnirtung 19.5 26.4 21.1 17.8 15.5

Other N/A 60 42 28 25

Total 92.5 168.66 128.2 122.2 120.6

Full-time equivalent jobs at Nunavut  
Development Corp. subsidiaries by fiscal year

Source: Nunavut Development Corporation

Öâé∏∑ÒëÒ/Meadowbank	 ÄÔ¬¢ÍÀú/Meliadine

öÀÚÒΩÒãflî Ä¥¿∞î ê≤πÌ∆¬ùî á¿‰πØ≤Í≠î ééÒöÌé´∏¥ú Çflˆ: 
We encourage everyone to submit your resumes to: 

hrmeadowbank@agnico-eagle.com

Öâé∏∑Òë´ á¿‰ÖÙÀÒ - áÇÀúòî ÖîêÒπ≤ÔÒêÒ ¥∂fl±´ ó∂ÇÕ¿ÇÊé≤ú

Meadowbank Project - A positive impact on the Nunavut Economy

Ü£≤ò-Åü ÇÕË∏≤ÖÍfiî ÖÚÒπØflî áíÔÒéîé≤Í≠î 
¥∂fl±´ á¿‰›∏¥î ó∂ÇÕ¿ÇÊééüî á¿ÇπÖúΩ≤ú 
Ö±Ø á∂ªÖËîΩ≤ú.
Ä¥Äî á¿‰›Ú∏¥î á∂ªÖËîΩÄî áùÖÒéíÇπØÀÒ áùÖƒÇÒâÒ ÅâÊ 2010-´.

éïé∆¬ü ›„flÖ‰ 2011, 242-ÙƒÇÒâî Ä¥Äî ¥∂fl±´î ÄÒö∂ÄÕÒêî 
Ü£≤ò-Åüúòî Öâé∏∑Òë´ ÇÕË∏≤ÖÍ›ˆ∏≤. ÖëéùÕÇÀî ¥∂¿∏≤ Ö±Ø 
Ö›îêÒπØÀ´ ó∂ÇÕ¿ÇÊé¥î ó∂ÇœÕúæéüî Ö±Ø á¿ÇπÖúΩéüî öéúêùî $25.5 
´¿Ö∏ÙƒÇÒâî 2010-´.
ÄƒÚî $1.26 á¿Ö∏ Ü£≤ò-Åüúòî êÒòÒπØÕÚî á·∆¿Öéîé≤Í≠î 
Öâé∏∑Òë´ ÇÕË∏≤ÖÍ›¯´ú íÄØ∏ˆî 2007-´≤î, Ü£≤ò-Åüúòî 
≤Ç›ÇéÔÒπØflî $347 ´¿Ö∏≤ú áÌé¥î Ö±Ø á«îéËÇé¥î Ä¥∏≤î 
áÕúΩÔÒéîé«≤î ¥∂fl±´.

ÄÔ¬¢ÍÀ∏≤ á¿‰ÖÙÀÒ - ê∏ˆ›úΩ¿ÇÊíÇÀÒ ÖπÖ¥î 
áÀ´∂Òê≠î ¥ì≠î ÇÕË∏≤ÖÍ›úíÔÍ›úΩ≠î ¥∂fl±´.
Î∂Õ∏≤Ò Ö±Ø á¿‰À∏∂ÒéìÍ≤Ò (2010-2014)
áÕÂÒíÇ≤ÖÒêùÕÇÀÒ ÖÀÍ∂Ú∏≤Ö‰ÖúΩˆ≤ú ÔÇ«ΩÍ≤Çç 
(2012-2013)
Ω∂≤Ò (2013-2016)
ÖÇƒéíÇ≤ˆ ÇÕË∏≤ÖÍ›Çç (2016)
Ü£≤ò-Åü ÇÕË∏≤ÖÍfiî ¿´éî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî ÄöÀÒêÄ≤Í≠î 
áùÇÒΩ≤úòî Ö±Ø á¿‰›∏¥î á∂ªÖËîΩ≤ú Çœ«ªÒπ∑Í¬ùî 
Äµπ‰ÕÇºêÔÄî, Ö·é´ú Ö±Ø ÉØÀ≤ú Ωâœ«≤Ò.

Agnico-Eagle Mines is committed to providing Nunavut
businesses with economic benefits and opportunities.
Inuit business opportunities Initiative launched in April 2010.

As of February 2011, there were 242 Inuit from Nunavut employed at 
Agnico-Eagle’s Meadowbank Mine. Contributions to the local and 
regional economy through salaries and benefits totaled $25.5 million in 
2010.
Of the $1.26 billion that Agnico-Eagle has invested to develop the 
Meadowbank mine since 2007, Agnico-Eagle has purchased $347 million 
in supplies and services from Inuit suppliers in Nunavut.

Meliadine Project - Laying the groundwork for another exciting 
new mining region in Nunavut.

Exploration and permitting (2010-2014)
Prospective completion of feasibility study (2012-2013)
Construction (2013-2016)

Operation of Mine (2016)
Agnico-Eagle Mines Limited is committed to fostering training 
and business opportunities while safeguarding traditional 
lifestyles, the environment and wildlife protection.

2009-´ ¥∂fl±´ ÇÕË∏≤ÖÍ≤Í≠î õçã≤ ÖÀ∏Ú≈Ò ÖÍÈü´        2009 Nunavut Mining Company of the Year

   agnico-eagle.com



NEWS/NORTH, June 2011  B19

By far the most rapidly-
expanding development 
corporation in the NWT is 
Det'on Cho Corporation, the 
business development arm of 
the Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation. 

Established in 1988 with a 
$15,000 grant, the Det'on Cho 
Corporation now includes 
more than 20 companies with 
annual gross revenues of over 
$30 million.

In 2010 alone, Det'on Cho 
formed eight new joint ven-
tures.

Those included Det'on Cho 
Stantec, a partnership with 
Stantec Consulting, one of the 
biggest engineering firms in 
Canada. The new partnership 
will tackle primarily mine 
remediation contracts.

The reclamation of Giant 
Mine, which will kick-start 
once the project's environ-
mental assessment under the 
Mackenzie Valley Environ-
mental Impact Review Board 
is completed, is also expected 
to bring a lot of work. 

Late in 2010, another 
Det'on Cho subsidiary, fully-
owned Bouwa Whee Catering, 
began a new contract to pro-
vide cafeteria services at De 
Beers Canada's Snap Lake 
diamond mine. Bouwa Whee 
also caters miners at Rio Tin-
to's Diavik diamond mine.

Between both contracts, 
about 20 Yellowknives mem-
bers are employed.

In December, another sub-
sidiary, Det'on Cho Logistics, 
began a new three-year con-
tract with De Beers at Snap 
Lake.

Together, Det'on Cho's 
companies and joint ventures 
employ approximately 600 
people.

The Canadian North-
ern Economic Development 
Corporation has announced 
$150,000 in funding to help 
Det'on Cho study the feas-
ibility of building a wind farm 
on the Giant Mine site to sup-
ply electrical power for mine 
remediation activities.

Akaitcho BDC
During the 2009-2010 fis-

cal year (ended March 31, 
2010), Akaitcho BDC gave 
out $1.4 million in business 
assistance loans to 52 busi-
nesses in Yellowknife, Ndilo 
and Dettah – the same dollar 
amount as in the previous fis-
cal year.

"While signs of the reces-
sion remain apparent, the 
economic outlook for several 
sectors including mining, 
construction and transporta-
tion are significant in value," 
said Tanya Kasteel, a business 
analyst with the corporation. 
"We expect another busy year 
ahead, supported by low inter-

est rates and numerous gov-
ernment capital projects." 

Tlicho
The Tlicho Investment 

Corporation was created in 
2005 as the business arm of 
the Tlicho people of Beh-
choko, Whati, Gameti and 
Wekweeti.

In 2010, the corporation 
added Lac La Martre Adven-
tures to its portfolio of com-
panies. Dave Thompson, a 
Michigan resident and regu-
lar client of the lodge, and 
Alberta outfitter Greg Dus-
some, co-own and co-manage 
the business with the corpora-
tion.

The Tibbitt to Contwoyto 
Winter Road, which is used to 
transport fuel and other essen-
tial goods to the NWT's three 
diamond mines, remains a sig-
nificant stimulator of business 
for two Tlicho subsidiaries.

Tlicho Landtran Trans-
port Ltd., of which the Tlicho 
Investment Corp. is a 41 per 
cent owner, pulled 71 per cent 
of all heavy loads across the 
winter road this past winter, 
said Lana Roeland, a member 
of the investment corp.'s busi-
ness development committee.

Another subsidiary, Ven-
tures West Ltd. Partnership 
carried 130.5 million litres of 
fuel – about 3,000 loads and 
77 per cent of all fuel trans-
ported on the road.

"This is a company we're 
very proud of. We've ... 
acquired 60 per cent of this 
company," said Roeland. 

The investment corporation 
has received two contributions 
from the Canadian North-
ern Economic Development 
Corporation in the last year: 
$80,000 to support research 
into the feasibility of the pro-
posed La Martre River hydro 
facility; and $1.1 million to 
upgrade and enhance the Beh-
choko aerodrome facility.

Gwich'in
The Gwich’in Develop-

ment Corporation (GDC) is 
100 per cent owned by the 
Gwich’in Tribal Council and 
was created shortly after the 
Gwich’in Comprehensive 
Land Claim Agreement was 
signed in 1992.

GDC subsidiaries include 
GDC-NNP Limited Part-
nership, Inuvik Commercial 
Properties Zheh Gwizu’, 
Inuvik Capital Suites Zheh 
Gwizu’, Bob’s Welding and 
Heavy Equipment Rental Ltd., 
Larga Ltd., MG Lodging Inu-
vik Ltd. and Gwich’in Heli-
copters Ltd.

Denendeh
The Denendeh Develop-

ment Corporation (DDC) 
was created in 1982 by Dene 
First Nations in the Akaitcho, 
Dehcho, Tlicho, Gwich'in and 
Sahtu regions.

DDC owned Arrowmakers 
Art Gallery in Yellowknife, 
which closed earlier this year.

Darrell Beaulieu, the cor-
poration's CEO, said the gal-
lery could not survive the 
effects of the global recession 
despite $100,000 in yearly 
subsidies from DDC. 

DDC also owns half of the 
NWT Metis-Dene Develop-
ment Fund, which administers 
a developmental lending fund 
of $5.8 million for Aboriginal 
businesses.

DDC's business arm, 
Denendeh Investments, owns 
shares in several companies: 
Shehtah Nabors LP (51 per 
cent), Mackenzie Environ-
mental Solutions (51 per cent), 
Northern Aboriginal Services 
Company (25 per cent), North-
land Utilities Enterprises (14 
per cent), Aboriginal Con-
tractors Corporation (33 per 
cent) and Falcon Communica-
tions GP (16.6 per cent).

Many of Shehtah Nabors' 
employees, who, in the past, 
have worked at oil and gas 
projects in the NWT, have 
been sent to work in the south 
as the North's oil and gas 
sector remains in a holding 

pattern as industry waits for 
some concrete news on the 
Mackenzie Gas Project.

Norman Wells
The Norman Wells Land 

Corporation (NWLC) is the 
majority shareholder in the 
Norman Wells Claimant Cor-
poration (NWCC), the eco-
nomic development instru-
ment of the Dene and Metis 
people of Norman Wells.

As of press time, the cor-
poration was working to pur-
chase 36,000 acres of land 
from the territorial govern-
ment.

The former Commission-
er's land is located on the 
Hammer Mountain range 
outside Norman Wells, and 

requires as much as three 
years' worth of surveying.

The corporation had not 
announced its ultimate plans 
for the land as of press time.

Inuvialuit
The Inuvialuit Develop-

ment Corporation (IDC) was 
created in 1977.

IDC is owned 100 per cent 
by the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation (IRC). The IRC 
in turn is directly controlled 
by its 5,000 Inuvialuit bene-
ficiaries.

Last year, IRC distributed 
a total of $1.6 million to its 
beneficiaries, the same as in 
2009.

According to the latest 
information posted on IDC's 

website, the corporation's 
assets exceeded $209 million 
as of 2008. 

One of its joint-venture 
companies, Akita Equtak 
Drilling, does contract work 
for the oil and gas industry in 
the NWT.

This past winter, Akita 
worked on a one-well drill 
program near Tulita for MGM 
Energy. 

IDC is also 50-50 partner 
in NorTerra with Nunasi Corp. 
of Nunavut.

NorTerra holdings include 
Weldco-Beales Manufactur-
ing, Braden Burry Exped-
iting, Northern Industrial 
Sales, Canadian North and 
the Northern Transportation 
Company Ltd. (NTCL).

development corporations

Kevin Allerston/NNSL photo 

Arrowmakers Art Gallery in Yellowknife, owned by the Denendeh Develop-
ment Corporation, closed earlier this year due to slow sales.

Development corporations expand
Det'on Cho subsidiaries employ 600

Akaitcho BDC gives out $1.4 million
by Guy Quenneville 
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The Right People 
in the Right 
Place

www.idc.inuvialuit.com

What does IDC stand for? Integrated, dynamic, client-centered services.
One hundred percent Inuvialuit owned, the Inuvialuit Development Corporation is a builder of futures, 
committed to the growth and prosperity of our customers. We cover a lot of ground in business and industry in 
the Northwest Territories and across Canada. Companies within our portfolio are industry leaders in northern 
petroleum, transportation, engineering and environmental services. Our team can provide professional project 
management that will move your project from conception to completion.

Can you benefit from the expertise of the IDC portfolio?
We believe you can! Visit our site - learn about our expertise and the services we provide. Meet our team 
and our partners. Get to know the industry leaders that make up our portfolio. Discover what really matters to 
us and what we can do for you. Then, let’s talk business.

Inuvialuit Development Corporation    Bag #7, Inuvik, NT  X0E 0T0    Phone: 867-777-2419    Fax: 867-777-3256

* Acklands Grainger * Emco Frontier Mining * NWT & NU Construction Association *

We appreciate the support of each and every sponsor, including those who are not listed here because they became sponsors after this ad was prepared.  
For more information about Skills Canada NWT programs or sponsorship opportunities, please contact Jan Fullerton at 867 873 8743 or skillsnt@skillscanada.com

On behalf of all the youth in the NWT who benefit from early opportunities in skilled trades and technology, 
Skills Canada NWT would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the following organizations for your support.  

This commitment shows your leadership and vision as you help us build a strong northern economy that benefits us all. 

THANK YOU SPONSORS

* Budget Car Rental * Bumper to Bumper * Camco Construction * Canadian Tire * CJCD * City of Yellowknife * Kaeser’s Stores * Kingland Ford * 
* Kopykat North * Milligan MediaWorks * Mine Training Society * Native Communications Society (CKLB) * Northern Food Services * Northern Snack Foods * 

* Paul Bros. Welding * Roy’s Audiotronic *  The Chocolatier * Town of Inuvik * Wal-Mart * Yellowknife Direct Charge Co-op * Yellowknife Motors *

Click
here

www.skillscanadanwt.org



