
NEWS/NORTH, June 2011  B23

Trade shows bring people, 
money and ideas to a num-
ber of communities in both 
Nunavut and the NWT every 
year. The shows are growing 
in such numbers that they are 
beginning to constitute a sort 
of cottage industry.

Here's a rundown of some 
of them.

Inuvik Petroleum Show
Billed as the "Biggest 

Show in the North," the Inuvik 
Petroleum Show saw a further 
drop in attendance in 2010 as 
delegates continued to await 
the completion of the National 
Energy Board's regulatory 
review of the Mackenzie Gas 
Project.

The show attracted 
approximately 400 people last 
July, down from around 600 
in 2009 and 669 in 2008.

With many weary of the 
delays to the pipeline, the 
Town of Inuvik, which organ-
izes the annual conference, 
steered the conversation dur-
ing presentations to future 
opportunities coming from 
Arctic offshore drilling in the 
Beaufort Sea. 

Kitikmeot Trade show
This year's show, which 

took place in mid-February, 
drew 50 exhibitors and 200 
delegates – on par with the 
previous year.

The trade show offered 
a forum for companies like 
Newmont Mining Corporation 
and Sabina Gold & Silver Cor-
poration to give residents of 
the Kitikmeot region updates 
on their respective exploration 
projects in the region. 

First-time delegates includ-
ed Monster Recreational Prod-
ucts of Hay River and Pamela 
Strand, president and CEO 
of Shear Minerals. The latter 
company is seeking to reopen 
the Jericho Diamond Mine, 
which closed in 2008 after 
only two years of operation.

Cambridge Bay resident 
Wilf Wilcox, owner of Jago 
Services, won the Willie 
Laserich Memorial Corporate 
Citizen Award.

Nunavut Trade Show 
Organized by the Baffin 

Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, the Nunavut Trade 
Show in Iqaluit brings dele-
gates from across the country 
for three days of deal-making 
and networking.

Last year's trade show, the 
19th annual, saw attendance 
increase to 400 from 360 the 
previous year, with 130 busi-
nesses represented.

Presentations covered the 
gradual implementation of 
the Inuit Language Protec-
tion Act and what it means 
for businesses and the launch 

of several new Internet tools 
by the Nunavut Broadband 
Development Corporation and 
its partner SSI Micro. 

Nunavut 
Mining Symposium

The 14th annual Nunavut 
Mining Symposium was held 
this year on April 5-7, once 
again in Iqaluit.

The show attracted 450 
people this year, up from 
around 400 in 2010 and likely 
attributable to the projected 
rise in mineral exploration 
spending in the territory this 
year. 

The NWT and Nunavut 
Chamber of Mines used the 
trade show as the venue to 
announce the opening of its 
first-ever Iqaluit branch office 
in April. 

Yellowknife's Greatest 
Indoor Show

Yellowknife's Greatest 
Indoor Show, organized by 
the Yellowknife Chamber of 
Commerce, brings together a 
blend of exhibitors each May.

This year, the largest to 
date, more than 9,000 people 
attended the event over May 
7 and 8, with 174 businesses, 
including non-government 
organizations, having booths. 
"This was the first year we 
have ever sold out of booths," 
said Tim Doyle, the chamber's 
executive director. 

Last year there were 
approximately 100 booths and 
7,000 visitors, and in 2009, 
125 booths and the same 
amount of visitors. 

Geoscience Forum
Organized by the NWT & 

Nunavut Chamber of Mines, 
the Geoscience Forum attracts 
delegates from mining firms, 
exploration companies and 
related services. 

Attendance increased to 
approximately 779 last Nov-
ember, compared to 750 in 
2009, a year when many com-
panies reduced their trade 
show spending, sent fewer 
delegates than normal and, 
in some cases, opted out of 
having a booth on the exhibit 
floor.

The trade show boasted a 
number of NWT-focused min-
eral exploration companies 
and operators with displays, 
including De Beers Canada, 
Rio Tinto, BHP Billiton, 
North Country Gold, Can-
adian Zinc, Tyhee Develop-
ment, Selwyn Resources, 
Darnley Bay Resources, Pere-
grine Diamonds and Fortune 
Minerals. 

As in previous years, the 
Capitol Theatre served as the 
venue for technical presen-
tations on topics as varied 
as uranium exploration to 
the recently formed Northern 
Projects Management Office, 
an offshoot of the Canadian 

Northern Economic Develop-
ment Agency. 

Prospects North
Held every three years in 

Yellowknife, Prospects North 
returned to the territory's cap-
ital city in September 2010. 

The event, which drew 200 
delegates, was co-organized 
by the NWT Chamber of 
Commerce and the Northern 
Aboriginal Business Associa-
tion.

The latter association 
essentially launched itself at 
the trade show, unveiling its 
logo and snagging an addi-
tional 30 members to bring its 
total member count to 78.

Presentations touched on 
the Mackenzie Gas Project, 
the Gahcho Kue joint venture 
and issues such as devolution, 
which was the focus of Pre-
mier Floyd Roland's keynote 
speech on the first day of the 
conference.

Northern Lights Trade 
Show and Conference
After making its debut in 

Ottawa, the biennial Northern 
Lights trade show moved to 
Montreal for 2010, attracting 
approximately 700 delegates 
and 150 exhibitors.

The conference is a joint 
project between the Baffin 
Regional and Labrador North 
Chambers of Commerce.

The show will return to 
Ottawa for its third outing, 
scheduled for February 1-4, 
2012.

Fort Smith Trade Show
The sixth annual Fort 

Smith Trade Show was sched-
uled to take place on April 
30.

Last year's event, which 
took place in the Fort Smith 
Centennial Area, attracted 45 
exhibitors and between 700 
and 800 visitors. 

The show is organized by 
Thebacha Business Develop-
ment Services, one of seven 
Community Futures develop-
ment corporations in the ter-
ritory geared to foster local 
entrepreneurship. 

Start Your Engines
Launched in 2006 in Hay 

River, the Start Your Engines 
Transportation Logistics Con-
ference brings together dele-
gates from various sectors 
of the NWT's transportation 
sector.  

Held every other year, the 
event was last staged in May 
2010, drawing 140 delegates 
for three days of information 
sessions, presentations and 
networking opportunities.

It was a more modest affair 
compared to two years before, 
when 200 delegates attended.

Mining companies 
developing projects with ties 
to Hay River, including Tam-
erlane Ventures and Avalon 

Rare Metals, update attendees 
on the status of their projects. 

Kivalliq Trade Show
Making its debut in 2010 

was the Kivalliq Trade Show 
in Rankin Inlet, the first of its 
kind for the Kivalliq region.

Taking place from Nov. 15 
to 18, the trade show drew 130 
delegates.

According to one estimate, 
the event brought $350,000 in 
business to the community.

The show wrapped up 
with a tour of the Nunavut 
Trades Training Centre, which 
opened two months earlier. 

trade shows
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The NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines' 2010 
Geoscience Forum in Yellowknife drew 779 dele-
gates, up from 750 the previous year. 

The North spawns many trade shows
Oil and gas, transportation among sectors covered 

Kivalliq Show is newest addition to already-fertile roster
by Guy Quenneville 
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ï·∆¿Í´ Ä¥Äî öêœ«ÔéûÚî éúòÖÒíÇπØ∆¬éú 
Ä¥¯¥î é´ÌéùÕÇflî ï£°ÒêÒêî á∂ªÖÊØ≤Ú∏≤ú Ä¥Äî 

ÎØÄ„›ÇÀúΩÄî ï·∆¿Í´ÇíÄî.

www.kivalliqinuit.ca

ttcsy=z 340, vq6Oi6, kNK5 
Rankin Inlet, NU  X0C 0G0

sclb//Tel: 867-645-2800 hvJf5/Fax: 867-645-2348 
Toll free: 1-800-220-6581

Our mission is to represent the beneficiaries of the Kivalliq Region in the 
development, protection, administration and advancement of their rights and 
benefits; as well as to promote their economic, social, political and cultural 
well being through future generations. 

Our goals to fulfill this mission are;
- To preserve Inuit heritage, culture & language
- �To manage Inuit owned lands in the region and provide information to and consult 

with land claims beneficiaries on land use
- �To protect Arctic wildlife and the environment, thereby preserving traditional uses 

for current & future generations
- �To assist Inuit in the Kivalliq Region in training for the future of our Territory

á¿‰ÔÊ∞Í≤ÖÒπØflüî ï£°ÒêÍ≤Í´ú ÎØÄ„›ÇÀúΩ≤ú ï·∆¿Í´Çí≤ú Øòé†∂ á·∆¿Öéîé≤Ò, 
Ωâœ«≤Ò, ÖÇƒéîé≤Ò Ö±Ø á‚∆¿ÖÒéîé≤Ò áÀ∏∂ÇéÚ∏≤ú Ö±Ø á¿ÇúπÖúΩÚ∏≤ú; 
Ö±Ø¬îíÇÒ ΩÒïŒÒé∆¬ùî ó∂ÇÕ¿ÇÊééüî, Äµπúòî, °·Ø¿‰≤úòî Ö±Ø Ä¿Òòπúòî 
Ô¥ÄüéÔ∏Ú∏≤Úî πfl≤Í´ ïÙ‚éüî. 

êÈ°Òâî á∂ªÖÒ˚ü ì∏∂ á¿‰ÖÙÀ∞Í≤ÖÒπØÀÒ ÇòÖÙflî;
- �ÖπÇîíÄ¿éîé≤Ò Ä¥Äî áÇπêÔÚ∏≤ú, Ä¿Òòπˆ∏≤ú & ÇÔÇπˆ∏≤ú
- �ÖÇƒîé≤Ò Ä¥Äî ∂±´≤Ú∏≤ú ¥∂≤ú í∞≤ Ö›îêÒπØ≤Í¨îê≤ú Ö±Ø êïπùÖÊéúΩÒíÔÒéîé≤Ò 
Ö±Ø Öá‰ÔîíÍ≤Ò ¥∂ìÍ≤úòî ÎØÄ„›ÇÀúΩ≤ú á∆¬ü ¥∂Çç ÖêÒíÇ≤Ö

- �Ωâœ«≤Ò ÇïÇÒíÒëç ÉØÀÚ∏≤ú Ö±Ø Ö·éˆ≤ú, íÄØ∏∂ Ωâé¬ùî áœÀπêÔÒπÇéúòî ÖêÒíÇ≤Úî 
∞∏∂ & πfl≤Í´ ïÙ‚¥î

- �wvJ6bsix3lt4 wkw5 r?9o3us5 wo8ix6tbsi3j5 yKi4nEix6bzk5 kNK5

The Kivalliq Inuit Association is a Designated Inuit 
Organization that represents the interests of the Inuit 

beneficiaries of the Kivalliq region.
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