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Nunavut's country food 
plants had a tough time of it 
in 2010.

Even with $148,122 in addi-
tional sales in 2010, Kitikmeot 
Foods Ltd., Kivalliq Arctic 
Foods, Pangnirtung Fisheries 
and Papiruq Fisheries – the 
country foods subsidiaries 
of the Nunavut Development 
Corporation – had combined 
net losses totalling almost 
$214,000.

Only one plant, Papiruq 
Fisheries, posted a net profit 
– of $175.

On the other hand, the 
plants did not lose as much 
money as in 2009, when all the 
plants posted a net loss total-
ling $265,000.

The year before, in 2008, 

two of the plants earned about 
$207,000 in net profit, while 
two other plants posted net 
losses totalling $339,000, 
resulting in an overall loss of 
$132,000.

In 2007, three plants 
earned $741,000 in net profit, 
while one reported a net loss 
of $238,500.

Individual plants
In 2010, Kitikmeot Foods 

posted a net loss of $14,834 
compared to a net loss of 
$38,980 in 2009.

The plant, located in Cam-
bridge Bay, created 12 jobs, on 
par with the previous year.

The plant processes meat 
and fish, including arctic char 
and muskox. The muskox har-
vest was successfully complet-
ed in early April for the fifth 
consecutive year.

Kivalliq Arctic Foods in 
Rankin Inlet reported a net 
loss of $72,055, not as much as 
the $177,334 net loss in 2009. 
Sales increased to $707,927 
from $470,821.

The plant processes meat 
and fish, including arctic char 
and caribou, and decreased its 
total number of employees to 
eight from 14.

Pangnirtung Fisheries 
experienced a net loss of 
$127,094, a considerably high-
er net loss than the previous 
year, $41,189.

Sales decreased by 
$162,456.

That plant also increased 
its employment to 32 from 28.

Arctic char processing plant 
Papiruq Fisheries in Whale 
Cove took in a negligible profit 
of $175 after posting net losses 
of $7,395 in 2009.

by Guy Quenneville 
Northern News Services

Nunavut

The estimated value of tur-
bot caught in Nunavut in 2010 
was $37.4 million, compared 
to $41 million in 2009 and just 
under $42 million in 2008 and 
2007. In 2006, the turbot har-
vest was worth $35 million.

The total turbot quota in 
Nunavut waters was 13,500 
metric tonnes, with 9,080 met-
ric tonnes going to Nunavut 
fishers.

Nunavut's share of the 
quota for fish in the marine 
area adjacent to Baffin Island 
is 41 per cent, or 2,850 metric 
tonnes, of the 7,000-metric 
tonne total. 

Last year, Arctic Fisheries 
Alliance (AFA) purchased a 
mid-shore groundfish license 
which includes access to the 
0B competitive turbot fishery 
(southern Davis Strait) for 65 
to 100 vessels and some hali-
but and cod quota in southern 
waters, which AFA will fish 
during the off season.

The estimated value of 
shrimp caught in Nunavut 
increased substantially to 

$26.7 million in 2010, com-
pared to $6 million in 2009, 
$15.4 million in 2008 and $22 
million in 2007.

The total 2010 offshore 
quota for shrimp was 34,147 
metric tonnes, of which Nuna-
vut got 31.3 per cent, or 10,681 
tonnes. 

Currently four companies 
are active in the fishing indus-
try: Baffin Fisheries Coalition 
(BFC), Arctic Fisheries Alli-
ance, Qikiqtaaluk Corpora-
tion, Pangnirtung Fisheries 
Ltd. and Cumberland Sound 
Fisheries.

Between them, they employ 
approximately 200 Nunavum-
miut, though some of them 
work only on a seasonal basis, 
the GN estimates.

The Nunavut Fisheries 
Training Consortium (NFTC), 
which began in 2005 with a 
budget of $5.4 million, aims 
to boost the number of Inuit 
working in the industry. 

The consortium, cre-
ated by the Baffin Fisheries 
Coalition and Human Resour-
ces and Skills Development 
Canada (HRSDC), provides 
skills training for Nunavum-

miut interested in high-paying 
careers in the offshore turbot 
and shrimp fishery. 

For example, a marine 
diesel mechanic can earn 
between $52,000 and $60,000 
for half a year's work. 

This past spring, 12 Nuna-
vummiut were completing the 
consortium's Pre-Sea Trial 
Worker course, a four-week 
course.

"We hold it in Iqaluit," said 
project officer Mike Walsh. 
"It covers all the basics that 
you'd need to get started in 
offshore shrimp and turbot: 
a bit of basic training, some 
seamanship, a kind of career 
orientation, your basic certifi-
cation and your medical." 

NFTC is funded primarily 
through the Aboriginal Skills 
and Employment Partnership 
(ASEP), and also receives 
funding from the Government 
of Nunavut, Baffin Fisheries 
Coalition, Kakivak Associa-
tion, and Indian and Northern 
Affairs Canada.

In 2009, NFTC received 
an additional $6 million in 
funding that will extend its 
life to 2012.

photo courtesy of Mike Walsh

The Nunavut Fisheries Training Consortium offered a small engine repair 
course in Clyde River earlier this year. 
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Nunavut turbot 
harvest worth 
$37.4 million

Shrimp quota value up to $26.7 million

Consortium training Inuit in fishing industry

Plants post combined net loss 
of $214,000 

Kivalliq Arctic Foods sales increase

by Guy Quenneville 
Northern News Services

Nunavut

The total quota for Nunavut turbot in 2010 was 13,500 metric tonnes. 

Guy Quenneville/NNSL photo

Kitikmeot Foods in Cambridge Bay posted losses of more than $14,000 in 
2010.

Nunavut Development Corporation's four country foods plants posted a com-
bined net loss of almost $213,808 in 2010. 

Species Area Total quota  
(in metric tonnes)

Nunavut’s share 
of total quota  
(in metric tonnes)

Percentage 
of Nunavut’s 
share

Turbot 0A 6,500 6,500 100%

0B 7,000 2,850 41%

Subtotal Turbot 13,500 9,080 67.3%

Shrimp

P. borealis SFA 0 500 44 8.8%

SFA 1 18,597 4,979 27%

SFA 2&3 15,050 5,658 38%

Subtotal Shrimp 34,147 10,681 31.3

Overall Turbot and Shrimp 47,647 19,761

Nunavut's share compared to overall quotas  
in Nunavut’s offshore waters (2010)

Source: Government of Nunavut

OPERATION
SALES PROFIT AFTER SUBSIDY

2009 2010 2009 2010

Pangnirtung Fisheries $2,2,973,872 $2,811,416 ($41,189) ($127,094)

Papiruq Fisheries $11,251 $7,580 ($7,395) $175

Kivalliq Arctic Foods $470,821 $707,927 ($177,334) ($72,055)

Kitikmeot Foods $592,860 $670,000 ($38,980) ($14,834)

Total $4,048,804 $4,196,926 ($264,898) ($213,808)

Nunavut country food plants by the numbers (loss)

Source: Nunavut Development Corporation

Meat and fish plant profits down
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ATCO believes in mutually beneficial partnerships in all aspects of its business, 
supporting career, youth and development programs, employing local people and 
investing in the communities where we live and work.

Yukon Electrical employees maintaining  electrical lines

PARTNERING IN

SINCE
CANADA’S NORTH

1901

ATCO Electric | ATCO Gas | ATCO Pipelines | ATCO Midstream 

ATCO Power | ATCO Structures & Logistics | ATCO I-Tek

ATCO Australia | Northland Utilities | Yukon Electrical

ATCO is committed to the communities where we live and work

www.atco.com #1 Melville Drive, P.O. Box 2422, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2P8
Phone: 873-3800  TOLL FREE in NWT & Nunavut 1-888-202-4091

www.ykfireprevention.ca

®P
MEMBER

Design, Install, Verify, Inspect & Maintain
• Fire Alarm Systems
• Sprinkler Systems
• Industrial & Commercial Special Hazards Fire Suppression Systems
• Portable Fire Extinguishers & Training
• Fire Protection Products & Services

Our Inspection and Testing Procedures include bar-coding all devices 
and digital scanning for increased accuracy and reducing your liability.

Reports are immediately available on-line for customer access 24/7.

northern owned 
&  operated

protecting
what matters most

Fire Prevention Services Ltd. is the 
North’s only full service company 

offering design, installation 
and servicing of all your 

fire protection system
requirements.

City of Iqaluit is 
getting bigger and better.
Iqaluit has come a long way since it was 
declared a city in 2001.  We’ve seen our city 
grow substantially, doubling in population and 
projections show that growth will continue for 
many years to come.

While there may be challenges, there are also lots 
of opportunities.  The next ten years will surely be 
productive and interesting as the city continues to 
become Canada’s coolest capital city.

A lot of investment goes into starting and growing 
your own business.  It's a lot more than raising 
capital and making profit.  It’s about supporting 
yourself and your family to build a better future.  
The City of Iqaluit feels the same way about our 
community.

The City of Iqaluit supports good business 
development and growth, now and for the future.    
Let’s work together to realize our dreams.

ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ 
ᐊᖏᓪᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᐅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓪᓗᓂ.
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᓗᐊ ᐱᕈᖅᐹᓪᓕᕐᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᒐᒥᓂᒃ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᐅᓂᕐᒥᒃ 2001-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ.  ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᕗᑦ ᑕᑯᓯᒪᓕᖅᑕᕗᑦ 
ᐱᕈᖅᐹᓪᓕᕐᓯᒪᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐊᒥᓱᕈᖅᐹᓪᓕᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᖏᑦ ᒪᕐᕈᐊᑎᓐᖑᐊᖅᑐᑎᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᔭᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᕈᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒐᓴᓄᑦ ᓱᓕ.
ᐊᑦᓱᕉᑎᖃᕋᓗᐊᖅᑐᓂ, ᐊᒥᓱᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐱᕕᑦᓴᖃᐅᑎᖃᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥᔪᖅ.  ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ ᖁᓕᑦ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐊᖅᑕᕗᑦ ᓴᖅᑮᕕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᑯᔪᒥᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᑦᓯᐊᕙᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᓗᓂ.
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᐃᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓇᕐᒪᕆᐅᒻᒪᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕋᓱᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᕈᐃᓇᓱᐊᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᕈᑎᑦᓴᒥᑦ.  ᐊᓯᖃᕐᒥᒪᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᑭᒍᑎᑦᓴᓂᑦ.  ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓱᐃᔾᔪᑎᐅᒻᒥᒪᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓚᓐᓈᕆᔭᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᕈᐃᓇᓱᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᓯ ᐱᐅᓂᕐᓴᒥᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᑦᓴᒥᑦ. 
ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒫᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᕗᑦ ᐱᓪᓗᒍ.
ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓱᐃᑦᓯᐊᐸᑦᑐᖅ ᐱᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᑦᓴᑎᒍᑦ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᓯᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᕈᐃᒍᑎᑦᓴᓂᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᕗᓂᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ.  
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓗᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᓚᐅᖅᑕ ᓴᖅᑭᖅᑎᓇᓱᐊᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᕗᑦ.

ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᓯ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᕈᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᒐᑦᓴᓂᑦ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᑎᓐᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᓗᒍ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕋᓱᐊᕈᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᓯᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᑲᒪᔨ ᐅᖄᓚᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ 1-867-979-5600 ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 

ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕐᕕᕗᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᓗᒍ ᐅᕗᖓ www.city.iqaluit.nu.ca

For more information on economic opportunities in our capital city, 
contact our Economic Development Department at 1-867-979-5600 or visit our website at www.city.iqaluit.nu.ca

Photos courtesy of Fred Lemire

Click
here

www.ykfireprevention.ca
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Commercial harvesters 
caught more fish last year in 
the NWT, and the value of 
their catch was up, too.

The Freshwater Fish Mar-
keting Corporation's Hay 
River plant operates on Great 
Slave Lake. 

In terms of dollar value, 
the Great Slave fish harvest 
last year increased by 47.2 per 
cent over 2009.

In 2010, the total summer 
catch weighed 384,844 kg, for 
a total value of $495,507.

By comparison, in 2009, 
the total summer catch 
weighed 258,829 kg, for a 
total value of $336,525.

In 2008,  the total summer 
catch weighed 267,969 kg, 
for a total value of $412,783, 
while in 2007 the summer 
catch was 296,011 kg, worth 
$380,000.

For the last five years, 
there has been no commercial 
winter fishery. As a result, 
the amount of fish produced 
declined every year since 
2001 – until 2010, that is.

In 2000 and 2001, when 
the fishery was operating dur-
ing the summer and winter, 
the fishery produced 1.2 mil-

lion kg worth $1,414,000.
Not since the 1987-88 sea-

son – when more than 1.5 
million kg of fish was caught 
– did the industry come close 
to reaching the 1.727 million 
kg quota.

Numbers increase 
The number of commercial 

fishers in the NWT decreased 
in the last few years, from 72 
in 2006, to 50 in 2007, to only 
40 in 2009.

But in 2010, the number of 
fishers increased to 53.

The average initial pay-
ment for an individual fisher 
was $9,349.

Late last year, 17 members 
of the federation – owners and 
operators of fishing vessels on 
Great Slave Lake, and sev-
eral fishers with commercial 
licences on Kakisa Lake – 
voted to stay with the organ-
ization, which purchases fish, 
sells it and pays the fishers in 
return. Twenty-one other eli-
gible voters did not take part 
in the vote.

Whitefish continues to be 
the dominant catch. A total 
weight of 327,127 kg of white-
fish was caught last year, 
compared to 2009's catch of 
202,318 kg.

The pickerel catch weighed 

in at 9,733 kg last year, a six 
per cent decrease from 2009, 
when 10,342 kg were netted.

Northern pike last year 
amounted to 10,042 kg, while 
lake trout totalled 31,154 kg.

In 2009, Brian Abbott and 
Henry Jewer purchased Great 
Slave Fish Products Ltd, a 
processing plant on the banks 
of Jolliffe Island.

The plant fillets some 500 
to 800 pounds of fish a day, 
including fish caught in Great 
Slave Lake during the winter.

Guy Quenneville/NNSL photo

The 2010 summer catch from Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation was worth $495,507.

commercial fishing & country foods

Value and catch numbers up

Members vote to stay 
with Freshwater

by Guy Quenneville 
Northern News Services

NWT

A total of 384,844 kg 
of fish was delivered 

to Freshwater Fish 
Marketing Corporation 
in 2010, compared to 
258,829 kg in 2009.

Summer 
fishery 
increases

Year Season Whitefish Pickerel Pike Other Total

2010
Winter 0 0 0 0 0

Summer 327,127 9,733 10,042 37,942 384,844

2009
Winter 0 0 0 0 0

Summer 202,318 10,342 11,493 34,676 258,829

2008
Winter 0 0 0 0 0

Summer 228,046 7,759 8,115 14,049 267,969

2007
Winter 0 0 0 0 0

Summer 251,540 10,822 11,315 22,334 296,011

2006
Winter 0 0 0 0 0

Summer 420,750 27,450 11,700 56,250 516,150

2005
Winter 53,231 13 10,747 6,687 70,678

Summer 466,623 18,997 29,099 47,650 562,369

2004
Winter 233,550 2,500 26,550 71,300 333,900

Summer 519,750 24,750 43,200 75,600 663,300

2003
Winter 242,100 5,400 41,400 87,300 376,200

Summer 548,100 24,300 37,800 95,400 705,600

NWT fish delivered to Hay River processing plant (kg)

Source: Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation 

“Lender of Northern Opportunity” 
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