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$117 million
for Northern
housing projects

Completing
Construction in 2010:

* Nunavut Trades
Training Centre

* Inuit Cultural
Learning Centre

* Yellowknife
Fieldhouse

Residential

Government .. .‘" . $800 million move
e 3 b underground for
Diavik Mine

Industrial
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A SUBSIDIARY OF NCC INVESTMENT GROUP INC.

BLCS...

Baker Lake Contracting & Supplies Ltd.

Umingmak Supply sLtd.
DIFeL®

Your Castle Building Centre
in Baker Lake and
Rankin Inlet

cilstle

building centres

Your contacts in Nunavut.
 Building Materials
» Building Construction/Renovations
» Road Construction « Snow Removal
» Property Management/Rental « Repairs/Maintanance
e Heavy Equipment Rental  Vehicle Rental

>
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BUILDING PRODUCTS OF CANADA CORP. cherhaeuser
PO. Box 176, Rankin Inlet, NU X0C 0G0
Phone: (867) 645-2972 Fax: (867) 645-2310

Phone: (204) 661-4222 Fax: (204) 663-9786

Head Office: PO. Box 240, Baker Lake, NU XOC 0AQ
Phone: (867) 793-2831 Fax: (867) 793-2577

www.blcs.ca  www.umingmak.com
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Wl “NCC Investment Group Inc. is a premier Real
b™J5%C* LN Estate Development Corporation wholly owned
ANDIN <N\ o by Nunavut Inuit that promotes economic and
NAS>>*N><5N° cultural well-being for the beneficiaries of
AL SSNPRAC Ko the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement through
D oo o projects and investment activities.”

b oL 00

LoPEAARD SN .

D> SPRDNe GO |SAFE
General Contractor

Design Build

‘o> Al >J:/ CONTACT

s Greg Cayen, President
Construction Management bsbe PNL/Tel: 867-979-8901
Project Management Ab=*d</Fax: 867-979-8910
b CP>>*d%/email: gcayen@niq.ca
P.0. Box 850, lgaluit Nunavut

Design Build Finance
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Proudly presenting excellence in workmanship, workplace safety
and beneficiary apprenticeship development.

Building Weavel&Devore

HOoMes

takes more than a

hammer,

nails

SPECIALIZING IN

*Groceries
*Hardware
«Camping Gear

o BAFFIN

Turning challenges into
opportunities makes sense.

By adapting our approach

to our ever-changing environment
we are moving forward

with solutions that work.

Titan b;B;ffin -100° rating

Arctic Survival Workwear
Men’s Workwear by

Helly Hansen, Canada Goose,
Tough Duck, Sorel & Baffin Boots,
Mustang Flotation Wear

We also carry: gloves, toques,
neck warmers, hard hats & liners,
safety glasses & goggles

Through the use of partnerships
at the community level

we are working together;
building strong foundations

for strong communities.

Phone: 867-873-2219 Fax: 867-873-9020

Email: sales2@weaverdevore.ca
www.weaverdevore.ca =]
I 3601 Weaver Drive, Old Town ml
@ NORTHWEST TERRITORIES Yellowknife, NT X1A 2J5 ‘m |

s  HOUSING CORPORATION
SERVING THE NORTH SINCE 1936

nwthc.gov.nt.ca 1-866-956-9842
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$54 million planned for

WT public housing work

Survey shows core housing needs

by Guy Quenneville

Northern News Services

NWT

The Northwest Territories

Housing Corporation is under-

taking a $54 million capital

construction plan this fiscal
year.

are on the rise

Under that total budget,
approximately $13 million
will go towards the construc-
tion of 82 new public hous-
ing units across the Northwest
Territories.

"We really try to increase
our emphasis on replacement.

New NWT public houses 2010-11

Public

Housing

HELP (Homeownership
Entry Level Program) Units

North Slave District

Behchokod 12

Dettah/Ndilo

Gameti

Wekweeéti

0
0
Lutsel K'e 0
0
0

Whati

Yellowknife 12
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South Slave District

Enterprise

Fort Providence

Fort Resolution

Fort Smith

Hay River

Hay River Reserve

oO|jlo|lo|o|o|O]| O

Kakisa

OO |N|[NMN|O|W]|O

Nahendeh District

Fort Liard

Fort Simpson

Jean Marie River

Nahanni Butte

Trout Lake

oO|jlo|o|oOo|Oo| O

Wrigley

N|Rr[N|Rr|Rr|O

Sahtu District

Colville Lake

N

Déline

N | O | O

Fort Good Hope

Norman Wells 2

Tulita 2
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Beaufort Delta District

Aklavik

Fort McPherson

Ulukhaktok

BN e

Inuvik

N

Paulatuk

Sachs Harbour

Tsiigehtchic

o|j|o|o|»s~|O|O|O|O

Tuktoyaktuk

0
0
0
1

Total 46

36

A total of 82 public housing units will be constructed
in the communities noted above in 2010-11.
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We want to get new prod-
ucts out there as much as we
can," said Franklin Carpenter,
vice-president of the Housing
Corp.

An additional $18 million
is earmarked for the Hous-
ing Corp.'s Modernizations
and Improvement Program.
Through the program, homes
built more than 25 years ago
will undergo renovations to
bring them up to standard,
particularly in the area of
energy efficiency. The Hous-
ing Corp. will conduct 267
major renovation projects.

"There's some units that
we determine have reached
their lifetime usefulness," said
Carpenter. "The ones that
are built, for example, in the
1970s. There are some units
that we can't renovate any-
way. They weren't designed
to have all that extra weight
from additional insulation,
upgraded roofing and drywall
put on them.

"With our replacement pro-
grams, we like to focus on
multiplex-like designs. They're
a lot more energy efficient
because they're in sequence
and they're easier for our field
maintenance staff to maintain
them.

"We can get good econ-
omies of scale building a
fourplex as opposed to four
detached houses," said Car-
penter.

When it comes to energy
efficiency, the Housing Corp.
is sparing no expense, he said.

"We want to hit the Ener-
Guide 80-standard," he said.
"For us, that's a big step,
because with 2,400 public
housing units, a lot of them
were built in the 1970s. It's a
lot of investment to get them
up to that rating. But we're
committed to do that."

Public housing creates a lot
of work for local contractors,
as well. Although Carpenter
said statistics on how many
tradespeople worked on Hous-
ing Corp. projects last year
were not readily available,
there's no question many com-
panies stand to benefit.

"That $18 million (geared
toward renovations) — a huge
portion of it is contracted out,"
he said. "We issue public ten-
ders for that, so it does cre-
ate a lot of work, particularly
in remote communities for
local small contractors or the
regional contractors.

Earlier this year, the results
of a 2009 community sur-
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Northwest Territories Housing Corporation Sahtu Housing District technical
manager John Kivi inspects the work completed on new homes in Fort Good
Hope.

vey focused on housing were
announced by Robert McLeod,
NWT minister in charge of the
Housing Corp.

According to the study, core
housing need in the Northwest
Territories has risen to 19 per
cent from 16 per cent in 2004.

"The increase in core
housing need is the result of
increases in the
number of dwell-
ings that do not
meet our adequa-
cy  standards,
meaning that a
unit is either in
poor  physical
condition or
lacking the basic

"For us,
that's a
big step."

"It could be that the con-
dition of houses — either in
our public housing program or
private homes — have not been
maintained," said Carpenter.
"We could have things like
population increases putting
more demand on us. Family
growth is one that could affect
suitability if houses become
more crowded.”

McLeod
said the general
downturn in the
economy last
year has also
played a hand —
a point Carpen-
ter agrees with.

"You could

facilities for a
healthy living environment,"
said McLeod.

"This problem continues
to be more prevalent in our
smaller communities than
in regional centres. Between
2004 and 2009, adequacy
problems in smaller commun-
ities increased from 27 per
cent in 2004 to 37 per cent in
2009," said McLeod.

Carpenter said a variety of
factors could account for the
three per cent rise in core
housing need, pointing out
that need is measured using
three factors: affordability,
suitability (how many people
actually reside in the unit) and
adequacy (the physical state of
the building).

www.nnsl.com

have people in
private houses without income
who now have an affordability
problem, or you could have
those types of people who lose
their jobs moving into other
people's homes and creating
overcrowding. You can have
a different array of situations
that can create core housing
need," said Carpenter.
According to the survey,
household needs varied across
the NWT from a high of 36
per cent in the Sahtu and
the Nahendeh (the electoral
district that consists of Fort
Liard, Fort Simpson, Jean
Marie River, Nahanni Butte,
Trout Lake and Wrigley) to a
low of 14 per cent in the North
Slave.

Approximately 27 per cent
of households in the Beau-
fort Delta were in core need
compared to 17 per cent in the
South Slave.

The Housing Corp. used
the results of the survey to
craft its strategy for next year,
said Carpenter.

"If there's overcrowding, or
suitability issues with over-
crowding, we'll try to find the
specific areas where differ-
ent regions may have varying
levels. We'll try to budget in
those issues."

The Housing Corp. will
also be putting $9 million
towards the construction of 36
new private home ownership
units.

Like tenants of pub-
lic housing units, owners of
these units pay a subsidized
monthly amount to the Hous-
ing Corp. based on their gross
monthly income, but in addi-
tion to that, they must pay util-
ity bills, maintenance costs,
etc. — requiring a great degree
of responsibility among the
owners, said Carpenter.

"There's a big educational
component to our programs
now that we put our applicants
through," he said.

"It's a screening process.
We offer courses on what
it means to be homeowner,
budgeting, doing maintenance,
that all of our applicants go
through."

Cover photo: A welder works on a

set of stairs leading to the second
floor of the Nunavut Trades Training

Centre in Rankin Inlet. Photo courtesy

of Nunavut Arctic College.



