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Mykel Grandjambe has 
made the jump from the North 
to Ontario.

Grandjambe will be ply-
ing his trade with the Mani-
toulin Islanders 
of the Northern 
Ontario Junior 
Hockey League 
after being 
selected to play 
with the team for 
the 2009-2010 
season. Grand-
jambe's – who 
plays both for-
ward and defense 
– first game was on Sept. 4 
and he said he was looking 
forward to it.

"There's a few nerves, but 
I'm more excited than scared," 
he said.

Grandjambe originally 
received the invite to attend 
the Islanders' training camp 
this past August thanks to his 
play at the National Aborig-
inal Hockey Championships 
(NAHC) in Winnipeg back in 

May. He was noticed by for-
mer National Hockey League 
star Reggie Leach, the head 
coach for the Islanders, who 
offered Grandjambe a chance 
to strut his stuff. Grandjambe 
said the camp was tough at 
the start.

"For the 
first two days, I 
struggled, but I 
got better as time 
went on," he said. 
"We did mostly 
skating drills 
because Reggie 
wanted a team 
in good shape for 
this season."

Greg Hopf, 
the assistant executive direc-
tor of the Aboriginal Sports 
Circle of the Western Arctic, 
said Grandjambe is a true 
success story.

"Mykel goes to show that 
the program is a success," he 
said. "For someone like him to 
enter the program at a young 
age and to exit with a spot on 
a junior A team is proof this is 
working. It shows with a little 
bit of commitment, aboriginal 

kids can hit those high levels 
of hockey."

The program has been a 
part of the sports scene in 
the NWT for two years now, 
Hopf added.

"It's designed to take kids 
from the communities and get 
them to work on hockey and 
life," he said. "We teach them 
how to become better hockey 
players and also better people 
by leading a healthy lifestyle 
which, in turn, makes them 
good role models."

Hopf said a total of 45 
kids have been through the 
program, but Grandjambe 
is the first male graduate of 
the NAHC-NWT program to 
make a junior A team. 

"He is a true trailblazer 
and someone for everyone 
else to look up to," he said.

Playing so far away from 
home sometimes frightens 
young players, but Grand-
jambe said he'll be OK.

"My family is really happy 
and excited for me," he said. 
"I have to thank them and 
all my coaches and everyone 
who supported me."

Fort Good Hope hockey player cracks 
Ontario junior squad

Grandjambe 
makes the cut

photo courtesy of the Aboriginal Sports Circle for the Western Arctic

Fort Good Hope's Mykel Grandjambe, seen with Team NWT during the 
National Aboriginal Hockey Championships in Winnipeg this past May, is in 
Sudbury, Ont., playing junior A hockey after making the final cut for the Mani-
toulin Islanders of the Northern Ontario Junior Hockey League.
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