

















by Guy Quenneville

Northern News Services
Mittimatalik/Pond Inlet

The beginning of 2008
marked a crucial turning point
for Baffinland Iron Mines
Corporation and its Mary
River iron deposit, located
approximately
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Baffinland at turnin
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Mary River iron ore deposit in development

Miramar (Doris North) pro-
ject for the initial mine life,”
said McCreary.

“And that’s just our test
mine.”

As far as McCreary is con-
cerned, there isn’t another pro-
ject in the region that comes
close to match-
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in mid-February.

“This is a major transi-
tion point for us,” said Gordon
McCreary, president of the
company.

This past winter, the com-
pany mined a test bulk sample
of 250,000 tonnes of iron ore
— a substantial amount for a
test operation.

“The amount of material
we mined — in terms of tonnes
— is probably the size of the
ore that they will mine at the

site at Mary River
to the port 145 kilometres
away, at Steensby Inlet, not to
mention the actual port itself,
from which shipments of ore
will be sent overseas to Euro-
pean markets.

“This will be the most
northerly rail line in the
world,” said McCreary.

According toits Mary River
project overview, Baffinland
expects the mine — which has
a life expectancy of 25 years
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photo courtesy of Baffinland Iron Mines

An aerial shot of the Mary River camp, with nearby Camp Lake in the foreground.

and will employ something
like 400 to 500 people during
normal operations — to begin
construction in 2010, be oper-
ational in 2013 and make its

first commercial delivery of
iron ore in 2014.

Baffinland expects to pro-
duce 12.6 million tonnes of
iron ore per year, which would

require four trains per day to
travel between the open pit
in Mary River and the port
facilities at Steensby Inlet.
The next step, said

McCreary, is shoring up the
technical reports and submit-
ting an environmental impact
statement in the latter half of
this year.
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YOUR ONE STOP
TRANSPORTATION
SOLUTION

Incredible Service. A Versatile Fleet.

At First Air we have over 60 years experience and the right equipment to match your needs. With the most
highly versatile fleet of charter aircraft in Canada, from our ATR 42 combi series to the only two civilian owned
Hercules aircraft in Canada, we can move your product - large, heavy, oversize and bulk fuel.

Recognized for our superior service and with experience in every part of the globe from the Arctic to the Antarctic,
First Air is well placed to continue as one of the leading air charter providers in the industry.

Call us or visit our website and we'll help you get the job done on time.

ATR 42 C/F Boeing 737-200 C/F Boeing 727-200 C/F

“FIRST AIR

The Airline of the North

www.firstair.ca/charterhercs charterswest@firstairca 867-669-6626





