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Nunavut Mining Symposium

The beginning of 2008 
marked a crucial turning point 
for Baffinland Iron Mines 
Corporation and its Mary 
River iron deposit, located 
approx imately 
160 kilometres 
south of Pond 
Inlet on Baffin 
Island.

The project, 
comprised of 
four iron deposits 
discovered more 
than 40 years 
ago, moved from 
exploration to 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
with its feasibility 
study completed 
in mid-February. 

“This is a major transi-
tion point for us,” said Gordon 
McCreary, president of the 
company.

This past winter, the com-
pany mined a test bulk sample 
of 250,000 tonnes of iron ore 
– a substantial amount for a 
test operation.

“The amount of material 
we mined – in terms of tonnes 
– is probably the size of the 
ore that they will mine at the 

Miramar (Doris North) pro-
ject for the initial mine life,” 
said McCreary.

“And that’s just our test 
mine.”

As far as McCreary is con-
cerned, there isn’t another pro-
ject in the region that comes 

close to match-
ing Mary River 
in terms of scope 
and relevance.

“We are 
what’s happen-
ing in the East-
ern Arctic,” said 
McCreary.

Baffinland’s 
$4.1 billion pro-
ject includes the 
construction of 
a rail line con-
necting the work 
site at Mary River 

to the port 145 kilometres 
away, at Steensby Inlet, not to 
mention the actual port itself, 
from which shipments of ore 
will be sent overseas to Euro-
pean markets.

“This will be the most 
northerly rail line in the 
world,” said McCreary.

According to its Mary River 
project overview, Baffinland 
expects the mine – which has 
a life expectancy of 25 years 

and will employ something 
like 400 to 500 people during 
normal operations – to begin 
construction in 2010, be oper-
ational in 2013 and make its 

first commercial delivery of 
iron ore in 2014.

Baffinland expects to pro-
duce 12.6 million tonnes of 
iron ore per year, which would 

require four trains per day to 
travel between the open pit 
in Mary River and the port 
facilities at Steensby Inlet.

The next step, said 

McCreary, is shoring up the 
technical reports and submit-
ting an environmental impact 
statement in the latter half of 
this year.

Baffinland at turning point

photo courtesy of Baffinland Iron Mines

An aerial shot of the Mary River camp, with nearby Camp Lake in the foreground.
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“We are 
what’s 

happening 
in the 

Eastern 
Arctic.”

Mary River iron ore deposit in development

Metals for the future.  Metals for a cleaner environment.
n=C/w5 yKi4nu xg6bsJ8N6g5. n=C/w5 xgZ4nw5 nlmi6nsd2lA x?tusbK5.

Starfield Resources Inc. is an advanced 
exploration and emerging early-stage 
development company focused on its 
100% owned Ferguson Lake property in 
Nunavut.  Spanning 1.3 million acres, the 
Ferguson Lake project is the largest base 
metal (nickel-copper-cobalt) and PGE 
(platinum-palladium-rhodium) project in 
Nunavut.  Since 1999, Starfield has com-
pleted 136,670 metres of diamond drill-
ing in 378 holes.  By moving the massive 
sulphide nickel-copper-cobalt discovery 
towards development, and uncovering 
value in the potentially large high-grade 
platinum-palladium-rhodium discovery 
through continued exploration, Starfield 
is well positioned to take advantage of 
strong metal markets.
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www.starfieldres.com
TSX: SRU

For more information contact:
Starfield Resources Inc.
130 Adelaide Street West, Suite 2210
Toronto, Ontario Canada  M5H 3P5
Tel:  416.860.0400 
Fax:  416.860.0822
Email:  info@starfieldres.com
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Toronto, Ontario Canada M5H 3P5
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cEbs/4f5: info@starfieldres.com
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