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Ulukhaktok 
school 
seeking ski 
equipment NWT Crime Stoppers 

website not working

Bootleggers  
going 
unreported 
in Inuvik

"Kudos to the utilidor crew, the guys do a great job."
– Coun. Steve Baryluk sends his thanks to the people that keep the water running after a rough start to the year, page 3.

NewsCommunity News
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Caitlin Church, Angeline Church, Elijah Day and Zandria Blake take a break while skiing the trails for Inuvik Ski Club’s Valentine’s Day candlelight ski. See page 7 for 
more photos.

Skiing by 
candlelight
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Students at Helen Kalvak Elihakvik 
School are bombing for skiing after a teacher 
brought out his skis for a spin.

"The kids got super excited," said teacher 
Bryan Stone, who added he has been cross-
country skiing since the start of high school. 

"We have the skis that the Yellowknife 
team sent us. We built a carrier for them and 
put them out in the lobby and the kids are 
in awe."

Stone said interest in the sport was huge, 
with 27 students from grades seven to 12 
signing on to join a ski club if it is estab-
lished. That's over a quarter of the school's 
population of 101 students.

"When the students are that excited about 
something, across the board, you get pretty 
motivated to make it happen," said Stone. 

So he started poking around for informa-
tion on how to get equipment together to start 
a club and began applying for grants around 
the Christmas holiday.

Now, with a few of the grants coming 
through, Stone now has 20 pairs of skis and 
10 pairs of boots, with more gear on the 
way thanks to the Aboriginal Sport Circle 
and Nordiq Canada. By the time everything 
comes in, Stone estimated he would have 24 
complete sets. 

"I was just blown away by how much 
work the people in Yellowknife were willing 
to do to get us all the stuff we needed to start 
up a team," he said. "Before I knew it, we had 
skis coming."

Aside from ensuring the club can operate 
in a Covid-19-safe environment, there's only 
one thing left on his checklist – ski poles.

Enter Cross Country NWT, who are on 
the hunt for anyone in Yellowknife with an 
old set no longer in use, or even a lone ski 
pole, to donate their gear to the new club. 
CCNWT is also accepting ski equipment on 
behalf of the club.

Stone said he was matching poles up based 

on height, noting ski poles tend to be the most 
breakable part of a skier's equipment.

"If you're not falling, you're not learning 
to ski," said Stone. "And if you're falling, you 
risk breaking some equipment. These things 
happen. So it's one of those 'the more the 
merrier' situations."

No firm start date for the ski club has 
been set, though Stone said he hoped to have 
the organization up and running as soon as it 
was safe to do so.

Initially, the plan is to get people out and 
practicing in a fun, social environment. 

Stone noted several students had inquired 
about a regular fitness program and a few  
are even curious about racing, which he is 

happy to oblige.
"Getting people active is the big goal," 

he said. "A lot of people have said they want 
fitness goals they want to meet and skiing is 
perfect for that. It works every muscle in your 
body and is a good cardio workout, and it 
doesn't have any hard impacts on your joints 
so it's something you can do your entire life.

"I had a couple of kids express an inter-
esting in racing, which is my background, 
so eventually I imagine the kids will get to 
a place where they're really interested in 
racing."

If you have old ski equipment you would 
like to donate to the club, contact NWT Cross 
Country at nwtski@gmail.com by Feb. 21.

Inuvik RCMP have not laid 
any charges related to bootleg-
ging largely because there are no 
reports of it.

That's the explanation given 
by acting district commander Sgt. 
Mark Bishop, who was asked 
about the lack of bootlegging 
charges by Coun. Clarence Wood 
during town council's Feb. 8 
Committee of the Whole meeting.

"In 23 years on council, I've 
only seen two charges for boot-
legging," said Wood. "I fail to 
believe that there are no bootleg-
gers in this town.

"Is it low on the priority list 
or what?"

Bishop said the reason the 
RCMP was not investigating 
reports of bootleggers in the 
community or laying charges 
was very simple – it wasn't get-
ting them.

He added that in his last post-
ing as district commander of 
the Fort McPherson RCMP, the 
department fielded many calls 
related to illegal alcohol sales, so 
he said he was curious what was 
happening as well.

"I noticed that myself, being 
only here a couple months, the 
bootlegging numbers are always 
zero," said Bishop." One thing I 
have noticed since I've been here 
is that we actually don't receive 
any reports of bootlegging.

"In my previous post in Fort 
McPherson we actually received 
complaints and tips, wheth-
er anonymous or not, that we 
would be able to follow up on. 
But there hasn't been any since 
I've been here in the past three 
months. "

Wood noted the RCMP dealt 
with 82 cases of mischief – 
including public intoxication – 
and noted with one liquor store 
in town with limited hours it was 
likely people were finding other 
sources of alcohol.

He asked if the RCMP would 
be able to follow up on people 
picked up for public intoxication 
to determine where they're get-
ting their booze from.

Bishop noted he was aware 
of several individuals who are 
currently banned from the liquor 
store who are seemingly still 
accessing liquor and said he 
would follow up.

"Obviously they're getting it 
from somewhere," said Bishop. 

"I'll do my own research to 
see if anyone has even been 
charged of bootlegging in the 
past few years here, because I 
would be interested to know 
that, and if not, why not.

"I don't know if the focus has 
been other issues, more press-
ing issues whether it's drugs, 
or if it's simply we haven't had 
the reports. Either way, I'll look 
into it."

Correction
The story about the Breynat Road upgrades in 

the Feb. 11 edition of the Inuvik Drum contains an 
error – the funding received by Town Council was a 
separate contribution agreement that did not have any 
connection to the Breynat Road funding. The town is 
still waiting on the federal government for the fund-
ing. Inuvik Drum regrets any confusion this may have 
caused.

Cross Country NWT is collecting any used equipment to donate

'Obviously they're getting it from somewhere,'  
notes acting district commander

Bringing skiing to Ulu

Bootleggers going unreported: RCMP

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of Bryan Stone 

Wyatt Joss and Blaine Inuktalik anticipate the launch of Ulukhaktok's ski 
club. Cross Country NWT is collecting ski poles and other used equipment 
to donate to the club, which has already signed up a quarter of the student 
population. 

News
Briefs

Legislation to protect Alaskan 
wildlife refuge drafted in U.S.
United States President Joe Biden is mak-

ing good on his promise to protect the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge from future drilling 
attempts, with Democrats introducing the Arctic 
Refuge Protection Act in Congress on Feb. 4.

Should the act pass the Democrat-controlled 
houses it would restore protections to Iizhik 
Gwats'an Gwandaii Goodlit, or the Sacred Place 
Where Life Begins, and repeal changes made to 
the protection order by a 2017 omnibus tax bill 
pushed through by the Trump administration.

Utilidor crew starts  
year off with a splash

Inuvik's utilidor crew continues to keep busy 
repairing the aging infrastructure. On Jan. 1, 
Public Works director Rick Campbell reported 
to town council during their Feb. 8 committee 
of the whole meeting that a water main break 
between Gwich'in Road and Kingalok Place 
required the crew to cut out one of the steel 
braces of the utilidor to be able to install a repair 
lamp – while the utilidor was spraying water out 
in -30 C temperatures.

"Kudos to the utilidor crew, the guys do a 
great job. Man, they're pretty tough guys," said 
Coun. Steve Baryluk. "I can't say it enough to 
them. I think it's a real undervalued service that 
we have. I think a lot of people don't even realize 
they're doing this kind of stuff."

The town is also dealing with a record num-
ber of frozen water issues and is asking residents 
to make sure their heat traces, wild loops and 
recirculating pumps are in full service to ensure 
pipes stay thawed.

A separate issue of freezing pipes during 
the Jan. 30 weekend was the result of issues at 
the power plant which prevented the town from 
using waste heat from the plant, which caused 
the water being distributed to be cooler than 
normal. Campbell's report noted a number of 
the customers who reported freeze-ups did not 
have the aforementioned heat traces or pumps 
turned on.

Stolen fire truck still not  
back to pre-theft functioning
While a $750,000 ladder truck that was 

stolen and taken on a joyride Jan. 19 has not 
sustained any major damage, the truck hasn't 
been the same since.

Inuvik's fire chief reported efforts were still 
ongoing to isolate issues the department was 
having with valves and fittings on the vehicle 
to get it back to its optimum pumping capacity.

She also told council during their Feb. 8 
committee of the whole meeting the fire depart-
ment was taking new security measures to pro-
tect from future thefts.

"It's difficult to pull a truck out, turn it off, 
lock it and walk away," said fire chief Cynthia 
Hammond. "Because of the plumbing, it needs 
to be kept running.

"When we are using the bays and having trucks 
out, we do have people that are watching now."

Hammond added the closest the ladder truck 
could be stored outdoors safely was the school 
parking lot, because if the truck was parked 
just outside the station it would be blocking the 
entire road.

Inuvik's 105-foot ladder truck was stolen in 
the evening of Jan. 19 and RCMP tracked the 
vehicle down the Dempster Highway until they 
caught up with it north of Tsiigehtchic.

A 43-year-old man, who has not been identi-
fied, was found near the vehicle and faces many 
charges relating to the incident.

Active cases: 10
Confirmed cases: 65
recovered cases: 55
Completed tests: 13,445
Negative tests: 13,385
Pending tests: 86

Days since first confirmed case: 334
Days since last confirmed case: 6
Common symptoms: runny nose or congestion (50 
per cent), cough (53 per cent), muscle aches (32 
per cent), fever, (32 per cent), headache (37 per 
cent), malaise (26 per cent), fatigue (26 per cent)

fact filE
nwt covid-19 situation as of fEB. 17

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics
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One of the biggest – and most dif-
ficult – adjustments moving up here 
for me is the lack of recycling.

My spouse and I are fairly stal-
wart environmentalists – historically 
speaking, before we moved up here 
we recycled our waste usually four to 
five times more frequently than we 
threw out garbage.

so coming up here and having to 
get used to throwing paper, plastic 

and other recyc-
lable materials 
into the trash 
so they could 
eventually find 
their way into 
the landfill was 
tough for us. 
extremely tough, 
actually.

Thus, initia-
tives like the 
Aurora Research 
Institute's card-

board pellet heating program are 
huge boons for the environment, but 
also for the local economy.

even after the Covid-19 pandemic 
is over and we can all start driving to 
whitehorse and back without isolat-
ing again, the reality of the matter is 
there needs to be recycling facilities 
in the area for recycling to be feas-
ible. Driving a big truck hundreds of 
kilometres to recycle would be com-
pletely counterproductive.

Recycling could actually be a 
major brick in building Inuvik's econ-
omy of the future. There is a signifi-
cant amount of money that can be 
made in recycling, as businesses 
like Caps Off Recycling have shown 
with bottle returns and collecting 
e-waste.

similarly, the new pellet fac-
tory will keep a number of people 
employed in its operation. But this 
could go much further – as the 
region's major hub, Inuvik could 
become the destination for the 
entire Beaufort Delta's waste to be 
recycled into useful products.

The amount of recycled material 

now entering the market is stagger-
ing. Football and soccer fields now 
use recycled tires for their turf, most 
glass can be repurposed and reused 
almost indefinitely, metal can be 
melted and reforged and anything 
we can do to keep plastics out of the 
oceans is to our benefit.

shoes, matting, skateboards, 
clothing, makeup, luggage, furniture, 
even construction products like com-
posites, siding and roofing can all be 
re-purposed from trash.

The long-term health of the North 
requires a dedicated recycling cen-
tre. Inuvik is in an excellent position 
to be that centre.

And we could even become a 
major exporter – once the infrastruc-
ture needed to break the Delta's 
waste products down into usable 
raw materials is in operation in Inu-
vik, the next logical step is using 
those materials to manufacture 
things the world needs. 

we probably will not see any 

major offshore drilling projects in 
the Beaufort Delta anytime soon, 
but we certainly will be seeing ship-
ping as more open ice allows for 
greater ocean traffic. By establish-
ing itself as a recycling centre, Inu-
vik could quickly become a major 
centre providing the world with the 
recycled products it needs.

Recycling should be considered 
in any long-term planning the GNwT 
has for the region. with a little bit 
of funding to grease the wheel, the 
Delta could be minimizing the waste 
in our landfills and recycling it into 
clean, green jobs that will boost the 
local economy.

There is more than enough 
material coming in to the Delta in 
the form of packaging and products 
to sustain a recycling manufacturing 
system indefinitely. I for one have 
thrown out enough plastic food con-
tainers and scrap paper to last me a 
lifetime up here. 

Haven't you?

Northern News Services

Homegrown recycling needs to 
be a larger priority for NWT

Youth of the week

MaSon MaCneil

Our Youth of the Week is mason macNeil, seen 
here practicing his throws during a curling match 
in December. macNeil led his team to victory at 
the annual rock the rings festival in Yellowknife 
this last weekend, finishing first overall in the u15 
category. He wasn't alone in showing off Inuvik's 
greatness, however, as Inuvik teams qualified for 
second and third place in the u15 category, as 
well as second and third place in the u12 and 
third place in the u20. Congratulations to all the 
curlers who made the trip!

eRIC        
BOwlING
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Web reporting through 
NWT Crime Stoppers, the 
anonymous tip line used for 
community law enforcement, 
has not worked for several 
months, according to Inuvik's 
acting district commander.

Although the telephone and 
texting services are working, 
Sgt. Mark Bishop told council 
the Inuvik RCMP detachment 
wasn't getting a lot of informa-
tion through those lines either.

"The website is currently not 
taking tips here in the North-
west Territories," said Bishop. 
"I've raised that issue to our 
headquarters. They're working 
on it, but the answer that they 
gave me is it's been down for a 
number of months now."

Bishop was responding 
to an inquiry by Coun. Steve 
Baryluk during town coun-
cil's Feb. 8 committee of the 
whole meeting, where Baryluk 
noted an advertising campaign 
several years prior had led to 
an uptick in reports leading 
to charges against criminals 
within Inuvik, particularly 
drug traffickers.

Inuvik RCMP laid 26 char-
ges in relation to drug traffick-
ing in 2020.

He wondered if a new 
round of public awareness 
campaigning would help 
remind people of the ability to 
report on crime without hav-
ing one's name attached.

"We did posts on the town's 
Facebook page, we had paper 

copies put up on some of the 
bulletin boards, it was a big 
push for a couple of months," 
said Baryluk. "From the reports 
we got after that, there was 
a significant enough increase 
in information flow coming 
in that it led to some charges 
being laid against people."

Baryluk added his own 
household had made use of the 
phone line earlier in the year 
and it connected them to a 
dispatch in British Columbia.

"There was a bit of confu-
sion as to where the number 
sent us to," he said.

Bishop said he was in sup-
port of the idea, but noted the 
lack of a working web-report-
ing tool was a hindrance, as 
that would likely be the most 
frequently used service.

"I think it would be great 
to have another blitz pushing 
Crime Stoppers," said Bish-

op. "I'm trying to put pres-
sure on them to fix it, because 
obviously in this day and age 
the website is how a lot of 
people would pass their infor-
mation."

"Crime Stoppers is an 
independent, volunteer-run 
organization maintained by 
the Canadian Crime Stoppers 
Association. A spokesperson for 
the NWT-Nunuvut branch of 
Crime Stoppers, Peter Curran, 
told Inuvik Drum the organ-
ization was no longer affiliated 
with the nwtnutips.com blog 
and was in the process of secur-
ing funds for a new website.

He added the organization 
ran completely on donations 
and fundraising.

Anonymous tips can still 
be submitted to Crime Stop-
pers by phoning 1-800-222-
8477 or texting “nwtnutips” 
plus your message to 274637."

Efforts to reuse prod-
ucts in the North got a cash 
injection Feb. 9 after Aurora 
Research Institute announced 
it, alongside business partner 
Delta Reach Enterprises, has 
been awarded a $95,000 grant 
from the federal government 
to continue its studies into 
using cardboard pellets as an 
alternate source of heat and 
explore other potential oppor-
tunities for recycling in the 
Beaufort Delta region.

In the works since 2017, 
the project involved retrofit-
ting an old building into the 
new Inuvik Pellet Mill, which 
began operation in fall of 
2019. Northern Affairs Minis-
ter Dan Vandal and NWT MP 
Michel McLeod got a virtual 
tour of the facility the same 
day of the announcement.

"The establishment of the 
Inuvik Pellet Mill will pro-
vide a platform of research, 

development and innovation 
addressing energy issues in 
the North," said Aurora Col-
lege vice president of research 
Joel McAlister. 

"Micro-energy produc-
tion alternatives show prom-
ise in reducing grid energy 
demands, while providing 
novel economic energy pro-
duction opportunities for 
small Northern commun-
ities such as Inuvik and the 
surrounding Beaufort Delta 
region.

"We hope to continue 
development of the Inuvik Pel-
let Mill, expanding analyses 
to other waste stream oppor-
tunities for energy production 
and landfill reduction."

Future plans for the facil-
ity, the announcement reads, 
include expanding recycling 
infrastructure and examining 
other potential areas for recyc-
ling and waste-to-heat pro-
grams, as well as establishing 
ways to bring in cardboard 

waste from other communities 
in the Beaufort Delta.

Initially began through the 
ARI by researchers Matthew 
Dares and Patrick Gall, the 

project made use of a pellet 
machine first acquired in 2018 
to create useable pellets from 
cardboard waste. 

It began creating pellets 
in May of 2018 and data on 
the effectiveness was gathered 
until March of 2019. Those 
feasibility studies concluded 
the project could keep up to 
60 tonnes of cardboard out of 
the landfill each year.

Project could divert up to 60 tonnes of cardboard waste per year into biomass fuel

Recycling, cardboard pellet heating 
project awarded $95,000 grant

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

A pellet machine acquired by the Aurora research 
Institute in 2018 to test the feasibility of using 
cardboard pellets as a heat source. The technol-
ogy works so well, a pellet mill has been started in 
town and the federal government has contributed 
$95,000 to the project. 

photos courtesy of the Aurora research Institute

cardboard waste such as this can now be recycled 
into pellets to generate heat thanks to efforts of the 
Aurora Research Institute and Delta Enterprises.

screenshot courtesy of Canadian Crime Stoppers Association 

the nWt/nunavut crime Stoppers website. Inu-
vik's acting district commander says the website 
has not be able to process anonymous tips for 
several months. 

Phone and texting services still in operation but 
go through dispatch in B.C. says councillor

NWT Crime Stoppers website 
'down for a number of months'

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

news
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The Inuvik ski club is back 
in action and hosted Valen-
tine's Day events on Feb. 14.

Couples and groups were 
treated to a candlelight ski in 
the evening, while the club 

held a family ski earlier in 
the day with dramatic suc-
cess. 

More than 40 families 
came out to enjoy the short-
lived surge in warmer weath-
er.

Kierra mcdonald and Stryden Hult-Griffin took 
to the slopes to take in Inuvik Ski Club's Valen-
tine's Day candlelight ski. The club held a family ski 
earlier in the day with dramatic success, with over 
40 families coming out to enjoy the short-lived 
surge in warmer weather.

Eric Bowling/NNSL photos

Livea mitchener and Seigna Hult-Griffin hit the 
trails at the Inuvik Ski Club.

Isabelle esau, camryn esau, Lacey Kotokak and Hailey Harrison try out skiing during a candlelight event 
on Valentine's Day. 

Northern News Services

Valentine's Day skiing
inuvik faMilY ski 

Feature
by Eric Bowling 
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"How have you been coping with the  
-40 c highs? Have they created any  

challenges for your work/business/life?"

Jane E. croston
"Our door keeps freezing shut!"

Marlene diana
"using my oven to keep warm."

karen allen Maxwell
"Had to change the battery in 
my truck."

Robbie Pascal
"You mean the normal temper-
atures?"

steve illasiak
"We all got soft, really not that 
cold as it was 20 years ago!"

Mike duggan 
"The tires on your vehicle felt 
like they were square, as they 
were so frozen."

stREEt talk
with Eric Bowling

inuvikdrum@nnsl.com
eric Bowling is editor of the

 Inuvik Drum. Send your ideas  
to inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 

nEiGHBouRlY
News

Wellness sessions kick off 
Tuktoyaktuk

Kitti Hall is serving as a weekly roundtable counselling cen-
tre in Tuktoyaktuk, with the community's counselling program 
hosting sessions every Wednesday from 1 to 3 p.m.

Starting with a talk on healthy relationships Feb. 10, the 
sessions discuss different wellness topics each week. Atten-
dees are welcome to introduce issues they would like to 
discuss in greater detail. Covid-19 restrictions are in place, 
so the maximum capacity for each session is 25 people. No 
refreshments are provided, to participants are encouraged to 
bring their own coffee, tea, water or snacks.

New Friends Gathering society branch
Tuktoyaktuk

A new non-profit society that recently incorporated in the 
NWT is seeking members in Tuktoyaktuk.

Called Ilannariit Katimaviat, (IKS) or "Friends Gathering," 
the society's mandate is to help provide programs that benefit the 
community, particularly those related to education.

To qualify for membership, applicants must have lived in 
Tuktoyaktuk for at least one year and must be at least 18 years old. 
All applicants will be entered into a draw to win one of two $200 
gift cards from Stantons. The draw date has yet to be announced.

For more information or to fill out an application, visit 
the Tuktoyaktuk Community Corporation Office and speak 
to IKS coordinator Glenna Emaghok or call (867) 977-2390.

 Oral health supplies available for free 
Aklavik

All households in Aklavik are invited to collect a free oral 
health care package courtesy of the NWT Health and Social 
Services Authority. HSS's Oral Health Initiatives Unit is pro-
viding free toothbrushes, toothpaste, and later in the month, 
free dental floss for every resident of Aklavik. Supplies can be 
picked up at the Susie Husky Health Centre.

Residents are encouraged to pick up as many supplies as 
their household needs. Packages will also be distributed for 
free during medical appointments, prenatal and child wellness 
clinics, healthy family programs and social work visits.

Call the health centre at (867) 978-2516 for details.

Gwichya Gwich'in seeking skilled sewer
Tsiigehtchic

A call has been put out for anyone who knows their way 
around a needle and thread to providing sewing instruction for 
a series of upcoming projects. The projects include making 
traditional mitts, shoes, canvas mukluks and parkas.

Anyone interested in getting involved is asked to call 
the Designated Gwich'in Office at (867) 953-3011 or email 
finance@gwichyagwichin.ca by Feb. 19 to apply for the job.


