
New fundraiser in the 
works for Arctic Paws

After bingo blowout, Dez Loreen is organizing an evening of  
comedy and music to support non-profit spay and neuter service
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Signs of 
the times

Arctic Development 
Expo going virtual

GNWT  
'getting 
tough' on 
'squatter' 
cabins

Inuvialuit surveying 
company touts 20 years

"The three offences he's plead guilty to are addictions and poverty related."
– Defence lawyer Kate Oja on sentencing a man who stole food, clothing and alcohol while in Yellowknife, page 11.

NewsBusiness News

photo courtesy of RCMP

RCMP officers Cpl. Isabelle Gaudreau and Const. Jeff Gallant show off anti-bullying signs made by the students of Helen Kalvak Elihakvik school in Ulukhaktok for Pink 
Shirt Day. Students designed and constructed 13 signs to spread the anti-bullying message around town and RCMP officers helped distribute the signs. 
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The Inuvialuit Regional Corporation (IRC) 
has published a note asking its membership to 
contact them if a "squatter's cabin" notice is 
left near an Inuvialuit camp.

The short Feb. 18 notice includes a sample 
copy of a letter the GNWT may issue to cab-
ins found on Crown land without the proper 
paperwork.

"Contact Charles Klengenberg – director 
of Lands if you see a GNWT notice on or near 
your camp," reads the notice. "You can reach 
Charles, director of Lands by email cklen-
genberg@inuvialuit.com or call and leave a 
voicemail at 867-777-7009."

Lands Minister Shane Thompson 
announced the GNWT's intent to imple-
ment a new strategy to deal with unauthor-

ized cabins on Crown land on Feb 10. The 
GNWT estimates there are up to 700 such 
cabins throughout the territory, with 550 near 
Yellowknife.

"Unauthorized occupancy is a long-stand-
ing land management issue across the com-
munity. It has been an issue for over 50 years," 
Thompson said. "The GNWT has been tak-
ing steps to address unauthorized occupancy 
since taking over the responsibility for land 
management (from the federal government)."

In the announcement, the GNWT stressed 
Indigenous cabins would not be subject to the 
legal process, at least yet, and the GNWT 
would work with Indigenous governments to 
confirm rights-based cabins.

Department officials plan to spend the next 
two years inspecting suspicious cabins. 

The project has budgeted $6,423,000 over 

the next eight years. It expects to spend up to 
$2,250,000 in removal costs, and $991,000 to 
cover the legal costs of removing the struc-
tures.

Their primary targets are unauthorized 
cabins built after April 1, 2014, which was 
when the GNWT assumed responsibility for 
public land management from the federal 
department of Aboriginal Affairs and North-
ern Development Canada (AANDC).

Buildings established after that, includ-
ing cabins and outhouses, that don't have the 
proper paperwork will be subject to a legal 
process for removal.

"We're getting tough on those who are 
breaking the law, and you will have no legal 
right or authorization to build on public land," 
said Thompson. 

– With files from Blair McBride

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Inuvik Drum, contact the editor at (867) 777-
4545 or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com.

Membership told to contact IRC if GNWT issues notice
of unauthorized occupancy near Inuvialuit cabins

IRC goes to bat for 
'squatter' cabin owners

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

photo courtesy IRC 

Bessie and Michael Amos stand in front of a snow insulated tent, Sachs Harbour on Easter Sunday 1959. The IRC 
has issued a notice telling membership to contact them if the GNWT posts a "squatter's notice" near any Inuvialuit 
cabin.

News
Briefs

Ingamo Hall looking  
for old hockey sticks

Ingamo Hall's youth co-ordinator David 
McLeod is making the call out for anyone 
with old hockey sticks to drop them off for the 
centres local rink.

Frequented by many youth in the commun-
ity and maintained by the Inuvik Fire Depart-
ment, Ingamo Hall's outdoor rink is a popular 
spot throughout the winter. But McLeod is 
hoping to ensure there's enough hockey sticks 
on hand in case children who do not own their 
own can still play.

Anyone who has a used hockey stick they 
want to donate should contact McLeod at 
867-446-1655 or by email at nwtmcleod66@
gmail.com.

Town reminds residents of  
zero-tolerance bullying policy
In honour of Pink Shirt Day and in 

response to the outrage that emerged from 
a Valentine's Day bingo blowout which saw 
numerous people subjected to verbal and 
online harassment, the Town of Inuvik has 
issued a reminder of its zero-tolerance policy 
towards bullying of town staff.

"The Town of Inuvik and our staff are 
committed to protecting the safety and well-
being of our staff and our residents," reads 
the notice. 

"We take pride in our people, our oper-
ations, our programs, our facilities and serv-
ing our patrons to the best of our ability."

It goes on to list examples of inappropriate 
behavior that will not be tolerated, includ-
ing loud verbal assaults directed at anyone 
in a public facility, threats or attempts to 
intimidate people and aggressive approaches 
towards individuals.

In addition, the notice reminds residents 
that town employees are not permitted to con-
duct town business with their personal emails, 
cell phone numbers or Facebook pages. 

Second dose of Moderna  
Vvaccine on its way to Inuvik
People awaiting their second dose of the 

Moderna vaccine will be able to get their shot 
between March 1 to 8 in Inuvik.

Anyone who has received a first dose will 
be contacted by Public Health to arrange a 
time to receive the second part of the dose. 
The Moderna vaccine requires two injections 
28 days apart.

In addition, a plan for a second round of 
first doses for priority populations will be 
starting on March 8. 

Priority population consists of anyone over 
age 60, living with a chronic disease or 
medical condition, anyone at a higher risk of 
transmitting Covid-19 to those at high risk of 
infection, anyone who regularly travels out of 
the territory for work or anyone in a remote 
community. Anyone who fits into that criteria 
should call 867-777-7246 to make an appoint-
ment.

Active cases: 10
Confirmed cases: 74
Recovered cases: 64
Completed tests: 14,235
negative tests: 14,166
Pending tests: 46

Days since first confirmed case: 341
Days since last confirmed case: 8
Common symptoms: Runny nose or congestion (52 
per cent), cough (50 per cent), headache (40 per 
cent), muscle aches (31 per cent), fever, (31 per 
cent),  malaise (29 per cent), fatigue (29 per cent)

fact filE
nwt covid-19 situation as of fEB. 24

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics

nnSL file photo

Brady McLeod takes to the ice during 
a cold spell near Ingamo Hall. The com-
munity centre is looking for any used 
hockey sticks to help ensure everyone 
like Brady who wants to play is able to.
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If children don't learn why bullying 
is such an evil part of human nature, 
they carry it into adulthood.

This rather unfortunate truth was 
put on full display this last week 
after a Valentine's Day bingo fund-
raiser mutated into a heartbreaker 
for Arctic Paws.

It all started with a mistake made 
during the calling, when numerous 
eager players were led to believe 

N36 had been 
called. However, 
when it turned 
out the number 
was not called, 
either from 
human or mech-
anical error, 
people went ber-
serk.

Callers, organ-
izers and people 
completely 
uninvolved in the 

event all reported receiving harass-
ing phone calls and messages, 
people screaming at them and a 
few even claim they received death 
threats or were told to kill them-
selves.

This would be shocking enough if 
it happened on a schoolyard, where 
children can organize themselves 
into a rather brutal pecking order if 
not kept in check. But these were 
adults attempting to bully their way 
towards an outcome.

At $20 a card for the jackpot 
round, I can appreciate that some 
people probably had gambled a 
lot of money with their eye on the 
$25,000 jackpot. I can also appre-
ciate people not wanting more 
attention drawn to this, because 
at the end of the day it was a mob 
of people losing their minds over a 
bingo game.

Unfortunately, adults reducing 
themselves to schoolyard tactics 
when they don't get their way have 
become a pretty common occur-

rence over the last few years. In one 
year alone we've witnessed temper 
tantrums across the continent over 
things as petty as wearing a mask 
so we can get some control over the 
pandemic, to mob attacks on Black 
Lives Matter demonstrators, to an 
attempt to overthrow a legally elect-
ed government.

All of these mobs were built out 
of grown adults who made the deci-
sion to use intimidation, domination 
and violent force to get what they 
wanted. In almost all of the cases, 
the bullies were able to at least dis-
rupt things because no one expected 
the level of aggression they brought 
to the table.

Obviously, these adults learned 
these tactics from somewhere and 
the balance of probabilities puts it at 
the majority either finding success or 
at least not facing consequences for 
bullying others while growing up.

This is why days like Pink shirt 
Day are important to both raise 
awareness about the problem of 
bullying but also to impress upon 
children that it's wrong.

Anyone who has been around chil-
dren for any length of time knows 
they are fantastic mimics. Children 
look to the adults around them for 
cues on how they should behave in 
a given situation. so it's only natural 
if someone sees dad and/or mom 
bullying their way into getting a 
refund on a bingo card, for example, 
a child will learn that's the way to 
deal with a mistake.

so if you have something pink 
to wear this Feb. 24, do it for Arc-
tic Paws. But also, do it to set an 
example for our next generation. Our 
youth are only going to behave as 
well as we expect of ourselves, so we 
all need to hold our own feet to the 
fire and do better.

northern news Services

Bingo blowout shows  
need for Pink Shirt Day

Youth of the week

macKenzie hicKs

Our Youth of the Week is Mackenzie Hicks, age 10. 
The young judoka is a regular attendee at Kuzuri 
Judo Club, meeting every Wednesday and Sunday. 
Mackenzie is continually practicing his breakfalls, 
flips, throws, rolls, escapes and other tricks each 
week. Keep up the hard training Mackenzie!

erIC        
BOwLINg
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especially new contributors. We attempt to pub-
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After being forced to can-
cel amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic last year, Inuvik's Arc-
tic Development Expo (ADE) 
is coming back with a ven-
geance and is slashing prices 
to participate by hundreds of 
dollars.

Compared to the usual 
cost of $725 for attendees and 
$995 for exhibitors, this year 
it will only cost $75 to attend 
and an exhibitor's booth will 
be only $50.

Due to the pandemic, the 
vast majority of the trade 
show will be conducted 
online by way of Zoom, with 
a few dignitaries pre-record-
ing speeches to be broadcast 
during the June 15 to 16 event.

However, the trade show 
will be emceed live from 
the Midnight Sun Complex, 

and organizers are leaving 
the door open for some live 
guests should they put their 
names forward.

"Our conference host, 
Ollie Williams from Yellow-
knife, will be traveling to Inu-
vik and will be hosting all the 
sessions from the Midnight 
Sun Complex," said Tourism 
and Economic Development 
director Jackie Challis. "Our 
team as well as the host will 
have a central work room 
from where we will manage 
all technical aspects of the 
conference."

Performances, cultural 
showcases and virtual tours 
of Inuvik are also being put 
together for the weekend.

Education sessions being 
planned include a food secur-
ity session on the role of 
greenhouses in the North, 
potential uses for biomass, 

solar and wind for energy 
production. 

There will also be sessions 
on transportation and ship-
ping lanes in the Arctic and 
natural gas exploration in the 
Beaufort Delta.

Challis said moving a 
large gathering to a nearly 
completely online conference 
presents some significant 
logistical challenges, particu-
larly with the many traditions 
and ceremonies that accom-
pany the normally three-day 
gathering.

"Normally our three-day 
event takes places in multiple 
locations and venues and has 
many aspects to co-ordinate 
including conference ses-
sions, pre-post networking 
events, evening galas, meals, 
concerts, and cultural demon-
strations, a trade show arena, 
morning receptions and invi-

tational breakfasts, commun-
ity tours, youth events, public 
events and more.

"The challenge, like 
many events being held dur-
ing these Covid-19 times, is 
trying bring delegates and 
exhibitors with us from the 
physical world into the vir-
tual while still providing 
rich content and conference 
material and topics that are 
relevant, timely, and interest-
ing enough for people to want 
to tune in and participate in 
this new format. 

"I would say the biggest 
challenge is trying to cultivate 
the same Arctic experience 
and Northern hospitality that 
our Annual event is famous 
for, even though people can-
not physically visit Inuvik at 
this time."

However, with those chal-
lenges come new opportun-

ities with the digital format 
– particularly the potential to 
increase attendance with the 
dramatically reduced rates.

Noting it had sent out over 
100 invitations to speakers 
and has received a number 
of confirmations, Challis 
said the town was hoping to 
increase attendance of the 
conference, especially federal 
officials who normally are in 
session during the event. 

Challis noted being able 

to attend digitally could mean 
greater attention from Ottawa.

"We are hoping to hear 
confirmation from a number 
of our federal ministers that 
they will be taking the oppor-
tunity to present to our ADE 
attendees," she said. 

"Having an online pres-
ence in a global, digital but 
targeted marketplace could 
be of great value to our local 
and regional businesses and 
organizations."

Vast majority of June 15 to 16 trade show will be held via Zoom

Arctic Development Expo 
goes virtual, drops prices

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

A previous incarnation 
of the Arctic develop-
ment expo, the Inuvik 
Petroleum Show, in 
June 17, 2004. Inuvik is 
slashing prices to par-
ticipate in this year's 
digital expo by hun-
dreds of dollars. 
Andrew Raven/nnSL file photo
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wednesday, March 3
Little Chefs Program
Your place
Time TBD
Open for families with children aged six or younger, 
the little chefs program provides youth with a book to 
read, a separate activity booklet and a themed snack 
to prepare. Parents are asked to book in advance as 
limited spots are available due to Covid-19 precau-
tions. Available dates are March 3, 10 and 24. Con-
tact Healthy Family Home visitor Jolene Donovan at 
867-777-4400 ext. 1 or 867-620-0466 or by email 
at Jolene_donovan@gov.nt.ca

thursday, March 4
ARI virtual Speaker Series: Cardboard Fuel Pellets
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
The third in the Aurora Research Institutes 2021 
speaker series, this talk will examine the feasibility 
study of using cardboard waste to create fuel pel-
lets. Hosted by Patrick Gall. To register, visit bit.
ly/3utFKKO. 
The event is free to attend.

saturday, March 20
Inuvik Comedy 2021 – Open Mic for Arctic Paws
Midnight Sun Complex
9 p.m.
Dez Loreen presents a night of comedy and open mic 
– with all proceeds going to Arctic Paws! - Tell a story, 
play your non-wind instrument or tell a joke! very spe-
cial thanks to our sponsor northwind Industries.

Community 
Calendar

To have an event listed in this free feature, call (867) 777-4545, or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com. submissions should be received 
two weeks prior to the event.  
Non-profit or community events only please. There is no guarantee submissions will be published.

eric Bowling is editor of the
 Inuvik Drum. Send your ideas  

to inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 

nEiGHBouRlY
news

Bingo is supposed to be fun.
And charity is supposed to be for a 

good cause.
But when Arctic Paws chair Angela 

McInnes began hearing about angry 
phone calls to her volunteers on Feb. 13, 
she knew something had gone wrong with 
their latest fundraising event.

As a non-profit, the spay and neuter 
organization – which provides veterinary 
services for the town, transports stray ani-
mals to loving homes further south and 
providing pet medication to families that 
cannot afford it – relies on fundraising to 
pay their bills.

In the lead-up to Valentine's Day, the 
Inuvik Greenhouse Society made an offer 
to the Arctic Paws foundation to run its 
Saturday bingo and keep the profit. Tick-
ets were sold, players tuned in and people 
began vying for the $25,000 jackpot.

During the evening, a ball numbered 
N36 was seen on the video coming through 
the chute and eager audience members 
dabbed the number down, expecting it to 
be the next one to be called. However, the 
number was not called or placed on the 
board, which caused some of the players 
to erupt into outrage.

McInnes said she was at her child's 
birthday party when her phone started 
blowing up.

"People called, people came to the 
dome demanding refunds and threaten-
ing the safety and lives of the volunteers 
and workers," McInnes said in a state-
ment. "The harassment continued into the 
evening and extended to the town lottery 
officer in her own home. 

"We have been dealing with the inves-
tigation and messaging since."

Inuvik Greenhouse executive director 
Ray Solotki confirmed she also received 
harassing messages and phone calls from 
people angry about the miscall.

McInnes added that several aggressive 
patrons pressured one volunteer to refund 
$500 out of the Arctic Paws account, 
which is normally not permitted. All 
valid cards and winnings were calculated 
and winners were paid out.

Noting that 35 to 45 animals are 
spayed or neutered at their annual clin-
ics, at a cost of roughly $21,000 per year, 
McInnes said the organization has chosen 
not to host any more bingos for fundrais-
ing.

"We do hope that we will find other 
ways to generate funds for veterinary 
clinics and that you all still have the 
opportunity to access those subsidized 
services," said McInnes. "This is after all 
why Arctic Paws exists.

"This why I prefer working with ani-
mals, they only want to be happy and 
loved."

In response to the trauma experi-
enced by bingo callers, several commun-
ity members have stepped up with dona-
tions, with Rocky's Plumbing and Heating 
donating the $500 that was improperly 
refunded.

Please see related story, next page.

'This why I prefer working with animals,  
they only want to be happy and loved'

Under the N: never again, 
charity says after bingo fiasco

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

Eric Bowling/nnSL photo 

A torn bingo card sits alone on a table. After an explosion of outrage 
towards a missed call that led to several volunteers receiving harass-
ing and threatening messages, the non-profit has announced it will 
no longer host bingos.

Second dose of Moderna  
reaches Beaufort Delta

Beaufort Delta
A second round of clinics to administer the Moderna 

Covid-19 vaccine has begun in the Beaufort Delta.
Kicking off with clinics in Paulatuk Feb. 15 to 17, 

Ulukhaktok Feb. 16 to 18 and Sachs Harbour Feb. 18 to 19, 
the clinic reached Fort McPherson Feb. 22 to 24, moved to 
Aklavik Feb. 25 to 26 and will be in Tuktoyaktuk March 1 
to 3 at the Health Centre.

Anyone who received the initial dose of the vaccination 
earlier in 2021 can come receive the second dose of the vac-
cine. Those who have not yet been vaccinated can get their 
first dose at the clinic and will be eligible for the second 
dose in 28 days.

Only people at least 18 years old are eligible for the 
vaccine.

First weigh-in for  
biggest loser competition

Tuktoyaktuk
A year-long competition to see who can lose the most 

weight in Tuktoyaktuk will do the opening weigh-in on Feb. 
28 at Kitti Hall. Entrants will be able to stop by between 1 
and 5 p.m. to see who has shed the most in the first month 
of the competition.

Following the weigh-in, the person who has lost the 
most weight will be named the first Incentive Winner. 
The contest is being held through the Tuktoyaktuk Online 
Events Facebook group and is being organized by both 
Tuktoyaktuk Community Corporation and the Hamlet of 
Tuktoyaktuk.

Running from Feb. 1 to Dec. 1, the competitors are not 
just trying to lose weight for their health – first prize in the 
competition is a $2,000 trip voucher to anywhere.

Virtual scavenger hunt for families
Aklavik

A virtual scavenger hunt put on by Ehdiitat Gwich'in 
Council is being advertised as a fun family activity to learn 
more about community.

Participants are to take photos of several items and com-
plete a series of tasks, including spelling the word 'Love' 
out of household items, making a card for someone who 
needs encouragement, a shot of beautiful scenery, wear-
ing traditional clothing, a picture of Christmas lights on 
a tree, a picture of animal tracks and several other items. 
A complete list can be found on the Aklavik Events and 
Announcements Facebook group.

Entries must be completed by March 10 at 5 p.m. All 
completed hunts will be entered into a March 12 meat draw. 
For more information, contact Sheila Greenland at the 
EGC officer at 867-978-2340 or at egc.youthco-ordinatior@
gmail.com.

Sachs Harbour reports  
83.5 per cent vaccination

Sachs Harbour
Residents of Sachs Harbour are heavily protected 

against potential outbreaks after the Tiktalik Health Centre 
team reported Feb. 19 the centre had successfully vaccin-
ated 83.5 per cent of eligible adults in the community.

A mobile clinic in operation Feb. 18 to 19 was able to 
administer the second dose of the Moderna vaccine to the 
community during a series of clinics throughout the Beau-
fort Delta.

Nurses offered to do mobile clinics through the com-
munity, going to homes and workplaces to save people the 
trip. The clinic was operated through the school.

Eric Bowling/nnSL photo

the scene at the first vaccination clinic in 
Tuktoyaktuk. Patients were seen in groups of 
six every 15 minutes to keep within Covid-19 
safety requirements. The second round of 
clinics in the Beafort is ongoing.
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Not even a week after a 
missed bingo call led to play-
ers threatening and harassing 
volunteers, the community of 
Inuvik is stepping up to find 
a new way to support Arctic 
Paws.

The essential non-profit is 
the only non-profit spay and 
neuter service for low-income 
families in Inuvik.

Leading the charge is Dez 
Loreen, who is waiting on 
approval from Protect NWT 
to put on a benefit comedy 
and open mic night in March 
to help Arctic Paws keep the 
lights on.

"They really need a leg up 
here," said Loreen. "Bingos 
are a huge intake for groups 
up here."

Sponsored by Northwind 
and being planned for a ten-
tative March 20 night at the 
Midnight Sun Complex start-
ing 9 p.m., the event will 
feature both family-friendly 
comedy at the forefront and 
adult-oriented comedy later in 
the night, interspersed with 
music and storytelling from 
volunteer musicians.

Loreen is still looking for 
performers, but noted several 
people had already signed up 
to tell jokes and stories, and 
Welder's Daughter has offered 
to pre-record songs for the 
event. Loreen said anyone 
who wanted to sign up to play 
music, tell stories or otherwise 
perform – excluding playing 
wind instruments or singing 
and dancing due Covid-19 
restrictions – to contact him at 
dezloreen@gmail.com or over 

Facebook.
"I've been told that we can't 

sing or use wind instruments, 
so unfortunately all the oboe 
players in town are going to 
be out of luck," joked Loreen. 

"But anyone who has a gui-
tar, you're more than welcome 
to come in.

"I want to put on a night for 
this town where everyone can 
just laugh, relax and people 
share their art."

Tickets to the night are 
being floated at $20 and all 
proceeds will go straight 
to Arctic Paws to help the 
organization continue to 
offer veterinary clinics and 
spay and neuter services for 
the town. Loreen said he had 
capacity for up to 30 people 
in attendance and was plan-
ning to stream the show live 
for people who would rather 
watch from home. 

The event will not be 
licensed nor will there be food 
sold, though Loreen added he 
was looking into the potential 
to have people book tables and 
have "food bags" similar to 
how the town handled a recent 
movie night.

Arctic Paws announced it 
would no longer host bingos 
after a Feb. 13 Valentine's Day 
bingo turned into a nightmare 
for the volunteers, who endured 
both threats and harassment in 
person, on Facebook and over 
their phones after a misunder-
standing about whether ball 
N36 had been called or not.

While a number of people 
have argued the incident 
should just be left to gath-
er dust, Loreen said it was 
important to remember when 

these things happen so that 
the community can learn and 
grow together.

"Arctic Paws got shafted. 
They really did," he said. "It's 
embarrassing. It's downright 
embarrassing, and this organ-
ization has lost a lot of income 
because they just don't feel 
comfortable doing this any-
more.

"Bros, we've got to help 
them out."

Evening of laughs and music would support Inuvik's only  
non-profit spay and neuter service for low-income families

Comedy and music fundraiser 
for Arctic Paws in works

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

Eric Bowling/nnSL photo

organizer dez Loreen can barely contain his enthusiasm for a comedy and music show he's planning for 
March 20 to fundraise for Arctic Paws. The non-profit veterinary clinic providers announced they would 
never host a bingo again after a Feb. 13 blowout led to volunteers receiving harassing and threatening 
phone calls.

photo courtesy of RCMP

sharing KinDness
Angel nigiyok, Sarah Joss and Tenesha Alanak-Kitekudlak walk hand in hand 
with RCMP officer Cpl. Isabelle Gaudreau after the group distributed anti-bully-
ing signs made by the students for Pink Shirt Day. Students at Helen Kalvak 
Elihakvik school in Ulukhaktok designed and constructed 13 signs to spread 
the message around town and police helped distribute the signs.
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An Inuvialuit-owned company is 
celebrating 20 years of operation in 
the Beaufort Delta.

Inukshuk Geomatics, which had 
a hand in the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk 
Highway (ITH), the Mackenzie  
Gas Project, reclaiming the Dis-
tance Early Warning (aka the DEW)  
Line site and many other infrastruc-
ture projects, celebrated its 20th year 

on Feb. 17.
"Inuvialuit Development Corpora-

tion (IDC) expects Inukshuk Geomat-
ics will only continue to contribute 
and advance in our partnered work," 
said IDC chair Patrick Gruben. 

"Which is a critical basis of the 
road upgrading, reclamation and 
development projects needed to build 
our communities."

Inukshuk Geomatics started in 
2000 when Challenger Geomatics 

was contracted by Petro Canada to 
explore oil and gas opportunities in 
the Arctic. A Feb. 17 news release 
states the company wanted to ensure 
Inuvialuit participation and entered 
negotiations to establish a partnership 
with IDC. The IDC now owns 51 per 
cent of Inukshuk while Challenger 
controls the remaining 49 per cent.

Inukshuk Geomatics is one of the 
few Indigenous-owned firms allowed 
to survey in Canada by the Associa-

tion of Canada Lands Surveyors.
Over the four years of construction 

of the ITH, Inukshuk sourced gravel 
for the road, conducted the legal sur-
vey of the road and the design, con-
struction and review of the highway.

The news release notes Challenger 
Geomatics has an ongoing policy of 
ensuring local participation in its sur-
vey work and has provided technical 
training to several local communities.

"I've had the good fortune of 

working with the Inuvialuit in the ISR 
for the last 15 years," said Challenger 
Geomatics CEO Paul Burbidge. "A 
true highlight was two winters that 
I spent scouting the Inuvik to Tuk-
toyaktuk highway prior to construc-
tion. 

"My Inuvialuit guides had an 
intimate knowledge of the landscape 
that was truly impressive. I'll always 
remember the long days on snow 
machine in beautiful country."

 Inukshuk Geomatics celebrated milestone on Feb. 17

Inuvialuit company celebrates 20 years
by Eric Bowling  

northern news Services

photo courtesy CnW Group/Challenger Geomatics 

ryan Shular from challenger Geomatics surveys the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk Highway. Challenger is co-owner of Inukshuk Geomatics, sharing control of the company 
with the Inuvialuit Development Corporation.
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Man sentenced to community  
service for damaging CIBC lobby

A man who damaged the wall of the CIBC lobby will have 
to complete 25 hours of community service.

In Inuvik Territorial Court on Dec. 15, the man, who will 
not be identified because this is his first conviction, pleaded 
guilty to mischief relating to property damage. Judge Garth 
Malakoe released him on a conditional discharge, ordering 
him to complete 25 hours of community service.

Crown prosecutor Emma Skowron said the offence occurred 
on Jan. 7, 2020, when the man entered CIBC and began hitting 
the walls of the lobby.

Someone at the bank asked him to leave and he did. How-
ever, a few minutes later he returned and began attacking the 
walls again. RCMP were then phoned and the man left again.

However, while police were attending the scene, the man 
returned a third time and was arrested.

Noting that there was damage to the wall from the man's 
actions, Skowron added the Crown was seeking restitution for 
the damage.

"This seems to be a one-off that's out of character for the 
accused," she said.

Defence lawyer Alyssa Peeler told court the man had no 
memory of the incident and it happened while he was heavily 
intoxicated.

"Somebody has to fix it," said Judge Malakoe. "If I had my 
way, it would be you. But it's not going to work out that way.

"When you wreck the halls of a business, the price of doing 
business goes up."

Man pleads guilty to multiple  
Yellowknife thefts in Inuvik court

A man who was caught on camera stealing from several 
Yellowknife businesses will serve 38 days in prison.

In Inuvik Territorial Court on Jan. 20, Richard Tardiff 
pleaded guilty to three counts of theft under $5,000. Judge 
Christine Gagnon sentenced him to 45 days custody, which 
with seven days pre-trial credit amounts to 38 days behind 
bars. He will also be on probation for a year upon his release.

"I'd like to say I'm sorry for my actions," said Tardiff in his 
defence.

Crown prosecutor Emma Skowron told court that Tardiff 
was spotted on camera on Aug. 15 2019, taking a jacket 
and gloves, valued at $244.65 from a sports store in Yellow-
knife. Police found him later in the day near the Yellowknife 
sobering centre, wearing the coat and gloves.

Tardiff was caught on video a second time when, on Nov. 
16, 2019, he took a 357 ml bottle of vodka from a Yellowknife 
liquor store. Police located him with the bottle and arrested 
him without incident.

Then, on Nov. 21 he was spotted on camera walking out of 
a grocery store with some meat.

"He is stealing food, clothing and alcohol," said Skowron. 
"It's the lower end of thefts as far as thefts go."

Noting Tardiff had spent five days in custody in relation to 
the matters, defence lawyer Kate Oja told court Tardiff had 
led a difficult life, having been adopted and then losing both 
adopted parents.

She added he was homeless and took many of the items for 
his own survival.

"The three offences he's plead guilty to are addictions and 
poverty related," she said. "The coat was stolen to keep warm 
during a Yellowknife winter."

Woman registers three times  
legal blood-alcohol limit

A woman will spend a number of her weekends in jail 
for being caught behind the wheel with a blood alcohol level 
nearly three times the legal limit.

In Inuvik Territorial Court on Jan. 19, Shaylene Caroline 
Nerysoo, 27, pleaded guilty to one count of driving while 
impaired. Judge Christine Gagnon sentenced her to a 30-day 
intermittent sentence, fined her $100 and barred her from driv-
ing for two years.

"This is the mandatory minimum sentence for a second 
offence," said Gagnon in her judgment.

Crown prosecutor Matthew Smith told court that Aklavik 
RCMP received a report Nerysoo was driving around the com-
munity while intoxicated on April 25 and had struck an ATV, 
damaging her own vehicle.

After patrolling the community, RCMP found her vehicle 
parked at a residence. Upon entering, police found her lying in 
bed with a half-full 40-ounce bottle of vodka. Police asked her 
to give up her car keys, which she refused.

The officers left, then while on patrol around 11:40 p.m. 
they spotted her vehicle approaching them. Nerysoo was driv-
ing.

Police conducted a traffic stop and observed Nerysoo had 
bloodshot eyes and the vehicle had the odour of liquor. She was 
arrested and taken back to the detachment where she gave two 
breath samples; the lowest was 230 mg/100 ml blood alcohol 
content.

"That's close to three times the limit," said Smith. "Ms. 
Nerysoo made the decision to drive in spite of the RCMP and 
friends encouraging her to give her keys up."

Her lawyer, Kate Oja, said Nerysoo was under extreme 
mental duress at the time because a close friend was dying of 
cancer.

"There are unique factors at play that brought her to court 
today," said Oja.
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