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ᐊᐅᐸᔮᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑎᒋᓯᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᑉᓗᖅ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᒃᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ

Pink Shirt Day and RespectEd help  
students have healthy relationships

"We become a target, like (a) free for all. Nunavut is so small – it can ruin a person's life."
– Rankin Inlet North-Chesterfield Inlet MLA Cathy Towtongie on cyber-bullying and its effects, page 8.

Pulling for 
each other

Food bank 
established 
in Chester

Remembering 
John Ray 
Mariq

Second Rankin Inlet 
Moderna clinic a success

News Community Health

ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᒃᑖᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ

ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑦ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᖅ ᔮᓐ ᕇ 

ᒪᕆᕐᒥᒃ

NNSL file photo
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ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᓕᒃᑯᑦ

ᑲᔪᓯᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 

Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò. íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí.

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ, 1,242 ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ  
ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᓪᓗ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓵᖅᑐᒥ.

Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑦᑎᔨᖓ ᑎᐅᕆᓐ ᕕᓕᓐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᒋᐊᖅᑐᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᐊᓘᖕᒪᑕ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᒋᐊᓕᒃ ᓱᓕ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᔪᑦ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᓗᖃᑦᑕᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᓗᑎᒃ ᖃᑯᒍ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᕈᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᑦ.

"ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᑐᖃᕐᒥᓄᑦ ᐅᑎᕈᒪᔪᑦ ᑕᒫᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ, 

ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ." ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᕕᓕᓐ.
"1,181 ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ 

ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔭᖅᑐᖅᖢᑎᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᖃᐃᔪᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
1,242-ᓂᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᐱᓯᒪᓗᒃᑖᕐᓚᒃᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ.  ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ, 
ᓇᓗᓇᙱᑦᑑᔭᖅᑐᖅ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᒥᓄᑦ ᐅᑎᕈᒪᖕᒪᑕ."

ᕕᓕᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐃᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ 
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Power line safety tips released
Rankin Inlet

Qulliq Energy Corp. (QEC) is reminding Nunavum-
miut to exercise caution around power poles and power 
lines, especially while operating a motor vehicle, includ-
ing ATVs and snow machines. 

A grader came in contact with power lines in Rankin 
Inlet last week, causing the cables to fall to the ground and 
create a hazard. 

The corporation is telling the public to remember 
the following to avoid unplanned power outages, serious 
injury or death.
•	Keep a minimum distance of three metres from power 

lines.
•	Equipment supporting power poles like guy wires or 

cribs may be covered in snow. Keep a safe driving 
distance away from the base of power poles. To alert 
motorists, QEC has installed brightly coloured cover-
ings on guy wires in high traffic areas.

•	Do not push snow toward base of power poles or create 
high snow piles near overhead power lines. If a person 
or motorist comes in contact with a power line, it can 
cause serious injury or death.
To report a power related emergency, call QEC's 

24-hour emergency number at 1-867-222-3807.

Covid numbers climb to 33
Arviat

As of press time, 12 new cases of Covid-19 had been 
reported in Arviat, bringing the community's total to 33.

All individuals in Arviat are doing well and isolating at 
home while contact tracing is ongoing. 

As of Feb. 22, Arviat testing has yielded 2,213 nega-
tive results. Nunavut's rapid response team continues to 
support the community health team, while travel in and 
out of Arviat remains restricted, unless for emergency or 
essential purposes. 

Nunavut's chief public health officer Dr. Michael Pat-
terson said in a press release that Nunavummiut need to 
continue supporting the community of Arviat. 

He said each and every person in the territory has the 
means to stop the spread of the virus.

"It is imperative that Arviammiut refrain from visiting, 
maintain strong physical distancing and wear masks when 
outside their households," said Patterson.

Arviammiut who want to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine can call their health centre for an appointment. To 
date, 6,977 Nunavummiut have received at least one dose 
of the Moderna vaccine. Vaccine clinics in the territory 
are ongoing.

Pink Shirt Day gear sent
Chesterfield Inlet

Items from the Northern Canada Mini Projects have 
been sent to students at Victor Sammurtok School in 
Chesterfield Inlet to help them with their Pink Shirt Day 
activities.

The school is scheduled to host its Pink Shirt Day 
activities today, Feb. 24.

Downed cables 
have caution 
flags affixed 
to them after a 
grader came 
in contact with 
them during 
snow removal in 
Rankin Inlet this 
past week.    
photo courtesy of Mark Macneill

active cases: 33
Confirmed cases: 351
Recovered cases: 317
Total persons followed: 6,760
Current persons followed: 384
Completed tests in Nunavut: 3,517
Total vaccine doses given: 6,977

fact file

nunAvut covid-19 situAtion As of feb. 22

Source: Government of Nunavut Department of Health

Confirmed cases by community

arviat: 307 (273 recovered)

whale Cove: 23 (all recovered)

Rankin inlet: 19 (all recovered)

Sanikiluaq: 2 (all recovered)

Total deaths in Nunavut: 1

bflA m2WZ6 5
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The Kivalliq region has a glow 
of special colour today, Feb. 24, as 
Kivalliqmiut join all of Nunavut in 
taking a stand against bullying by 
taking part in Pink Shirt Day. 

Pink Shirt Day is held annually 
to raise awareness about bullying in 
Nunavut schools and communities. 
By wearing pink, Nunavummiut can 
show that they will not tolerate bully-
ing of any kind.

The original event was organized 
by David Shepherd and Travis Price of 
Berwick, N.S., who, in 2007, bought 
and distributed 50 pink shirts after 
male Grade 9 student Chuck McNeill 
was bullied for wearing a pink shirt 
during the first day of school 

Jesse Payne, who has 33 years of 
experience as a principal and was 
then principal at Maani Ulujuk Ilin-
niarvik in Rankin Inlet, remembers 
Pink Shirt Day coming to Rankin 
for the first time as part of the initial 
RespectEd program about eight years 
ago. The program is about simplify-
ing and answering complex logistical 
questions people have about relation-
ships, diversity, conflict, communica-
tion and navigating pleasure, safety 
and consent for themselves and with 
one another. 

Payne said the approach was a 
way for students and staff members 
to recognize the importance of an 
anti-bullying message in school and 
having respect for one another.

He said at the time the approach 
wasn't just about bullying but also 

included healthy relationship training 
in regards to students and the relation-
ships they find themselves in.

"That was one of our concerns 
in school at the time, trying to help 
our teenage students have healthy 
relationships and also, maybe even 
more importantly, be able to recog-
nize when they were in an unhealthy 
relationship," said Payne.

"Rebecca Ulrich of Winnipeg was 
instrumental in all of that training, 
and it was her who we worked with to 

get the pink T-shirts done as a school 
initiative the first time around.

"The training then involved not 
only the Pink Shirt Day but around 
that we also had students who were 
actually trained to become peer 
instructors in the school.

"So, Pink Shirt Day was actually 
folded into the RespectEd healthy 
relationship training at the time and 
after that Pink Shirt Day has been 
held at the school every year since to 
the best of my memory."

Payne said Pink Shirt Day has 
definitely had a significant impact 
because it's helped make students 
more aware of their actions.

He said also, instead of just being 
bystanders, it helps enable students to 
step in and remind those who may be 
bullying that this is no longer accept-
able behaviour at school or in the 
community.

"Students became a lot more com-
fortable with coming forward and let-
ting an adult know that this was hap-

pening to a friend or a peer at school.
"We had a really great group of 

students at the time who embraced it 
and those who took it on, took it on 
with a fervour and actually became 
the ones who would go around to 
each class and do the presentations 
on the topic.

"Once you make that big a state-
ment amongst your total student body, 
if it makes a 10 per cent difference or 
a 20 per cent difference, then it was 
well worth the effort to establish."  

Long-time principal remembers arrival of Pink Shirt Day in Rankin Inlet

Anti-bullying effort making an impact

NNSL file photo

Students at Victor Sammurtok School are a sea of pink in support of anti-bullying on 2019's Pink Shirt Day in Chesterfield Inlet.

by Darrell Greer
 Northern News Services

Kivalliq



4  kivaLLiq NewS, wednesday, February 24, 2021 r?9o3u iWK5, WzJx8i, =}KxE 24, 2021

ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓇᑎᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᕆᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᕕᑭ ᑕᓄᔭᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ 
ᓂᕿᑖᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᒃᑖᓵᖑᔪᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ.

ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ Northern Canada Mini 
Project−ᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓂᕿᓂᒃ ᑐᓂᓯᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᑮᑦᑐᖅᓯᕝᕕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓯᒪᕙᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᑕᒡᕘᓇ ᐃᑲᔫᓯᐊᖅᑖᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᙶᖅᑐᖅ ᓯᓐᑎ ᑎᓕᓐ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᙱᒻᒪᑕ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᓇᓱᓲᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᕕᒋᖃᑦᑕᕈᒪᑉᓗᒋᓪᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᕐᒪᖔᑕ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᑐᓂ ᐃᓐᓇᖁᑎᓖᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒥᐅᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓵᖅᑐᒥ,  ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐃᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᓂᕿᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥᓄᑦ ᑐᙵᓵᖅᑕᐅᑉᓗᑎᒡᓗ 
ᐅᐸᒃᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ.

"ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑑᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᖃᓕᕌᖓᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᓯᒪᔪᒍᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᑳᖃᑦᑕᖁᔨᙱᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓂᕿᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ Hᐊᒻᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ 
ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖓᓂᒃ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑎᓕᓐ.

"ᖃᐅᔨᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᒃ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᒃᑕᖃᙱᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᖅᖢᖓ ᐊᓇ ᓖᔅᒪᓐᒥᒃ, ᒋᓕᓐ ᐳᕋᑯᐸᐃᖕᒃᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕕᑭ 
ᑕᓄᔭᕐᒥᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᑕᐃᑉᑯᐊ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ 
ᖃᓄᖅᑑᕈᑎᒃᓴᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

"ᐃᓕᑕᖅᓯᓯᒪᒐᒪ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ 
ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖃᖃᑦᑕᙱᒻᒪᑕ, ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖕᒥᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᒥᒃ, 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ 
Hᐊᒻᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓴᙱᓂᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ ᑎᒥᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᓲᕐᓗ Food Bank Canada-ᑎᑐᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ, 
ᓂᕿᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅ ᓂᕿᖃᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ  ᐃᒡᓗᒥᐅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᓲᖅ ᐃᓚᒌᖕᓄᑦ 
ᓯᓚᓕᕆᔭᖏᓐᓄᓪᓗ, ᐃᑲᔪᕋᓱᒃᐸᒃᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᖕᒥᓂᒃᑕᐅᖅ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᖅᓯᒪᔪᒃᓴᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ.

"ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᕐᓗ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒥᐅᖃᑎᒌᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᒪᓇᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓂᕿᑦ ᐊᑭᑐᔫᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥᐅᑕᐅᑉᓗᓂ."

ᑎᓕᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅᑕᖃᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᙱᒻᒪᑦ ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ.

ᓂᕆᐅᓇᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓚᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᖁᒃᓴᓪᓚᖕᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᓇᐅᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᓯᒪᖕᒥᔪᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ.

"ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ, ᑐᓴᕋᑉᑕ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᒃ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖃᙱᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᒪᑉᓗᑕ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ 
ᓇᓂᓯᑉᓗᑕ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᒪᕐᕉᓕᖓᔪᒃᑯᑦ.

"ᓂᕿᓂᒃ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᖅᑖᕐᕕᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒃ, ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ, 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᓂᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒃᑰᕐᓇᖅᓯᖕᒪᑦ, 
ᑐᓂᓯᔪᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐊᖏᑎᒋᔪᒥᒃ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᒥᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓯᓗᑎᒃ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᕐᕕᖓᒍᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ.

"ᑐᓂᕐᕈᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᕕᑭ ᑕᓄᔭᖅ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐃᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓇᔭᖅᑐᖅ ᑭᒃᑯᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᕆᐊᖃᕐᒪᖔᑕ 
ᓂᕿᑖᖅᑎᓪᓗᓂᒋᓪᓗ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓗᒃᑖᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᕐᕈᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓗᒋᑦ.  
ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓵᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ, 
ᐊᓂᔪᓐᓇᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ.  ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦᑎᕈᓘᔭᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᒍᑦ 
ᑲᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᖢᑕ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ  ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᒃᐸᒃᖢᑕ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᓄᑕᖅᑲᓃᖃᑕᐅᕙᒃᖢᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ.

"ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ, ᐊᓂᑦᑕᐃᓕᔭᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅ 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓯᒪᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᕈᑕᐅᕐᓚᓕᖅᖢᓂ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᑕᐃᑉᑯᓄᙵ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓯᒪᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ."

ᑎᓕᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ Norther Canada Mini Project-ᑯᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᖏᓐᓇᕋᓱᖕᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᐅᕙᒃᑐᒥᒃ 
ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᑉᓗᓇᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ 
ᑐᓂᓯᕙᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᑎᒃ.  ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᑦᑕᐅᕉᖅ 
ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᒍᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᒃᑯᑦ.

"ᐱᖓᔪᖓ ᐃᑲᔫᑎᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᕗᑦ ᐅᕙᖓ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓗᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᖓ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐱᖁᑎᓂᒃ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓗᖓ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᙱᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᑭᑐᔪᐊᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑭᓖᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ.

"ᐅᕙᒍᑦ ᑐᓂᓗᒋᑦ, ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑕᒪᒃᑯᑎᒎᓇᖅ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐊᖏᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᑦᑖᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᓄᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᒍᑎᒃᓴᓄᓪᓗ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖕᒥ.

"ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒻᒪᑦ, ᐃᓅᓯᖅ ᐅᑎᕐᔫᒥᒃᐸᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓄᑦ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑦᑕᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᒃᐸᑕ 
ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᖃᑦᑕᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑕᒡᕙ ᐱᖓᔪᐊᒍᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖓᒍᓪᓗ."

Northern Canada Mini Projects-ᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ

ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒥᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ

photo courtesy of vicki Tanuyak 

Elder Theresa Kukkiak is happy to receive a vol-
unteer's visit and a bag of food items from the 
community's first food bank in Chesterfield Inlet 
this past week

ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑐᕆᓴ ᑯᑭᐊᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᒡᓚᖅᑕᐅᒐᒥ 
ᓂᕿᓕᔭᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᒃᑖᓵᖓᓂᙶᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ.
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Sometimes the planets simply 
align and the view one gets when 
that happens is quite unveiling and 
positive. Other times not so much.

At the beginning of this month, 
give or take a day or two, an online 
friend who had been sharing a few 
guffaws with me over some of the 
conspiracy theories floating around 
on social media concerning Covid-19 
and the vaccines produced to defend 
against it suddenly turned our conver-
sation serious.

He asked me if I thought society 
was learning enough – or anything 
at all for that matter – in our battle 
against Covid-19 to be prepared for the 
next pandemic, which today feels a lot 
more like when rather than if it arrives.

A few days later an article by Peter 
Dockrill that was being distributed 
by Microsoft News caught my atten-
tion and led me to a couple of other 
research-paper-like reads. None of it 
was very encouraging.

The big problem is that a number 
of scientists were more than a little 
concerned with what they saw as 
humanity's reckless and egotistical 
thrusts into nature.

As Dockrill said, the precise ori-
gins of SARS-CoV-2 remain unclear, 
although something of this nature 
was bound to happen as we continue 
to chew into every resource available 
on this planet to sustain the ever-

growing numbers of humans.
But what's truly unnerving is that 

no one paid attention to the warning 
bells being sounded by the scientific 
community to begin with 
and now, after more than 
a year battling Covid-19, 
we've learned precious little 
and are no more prepared 
for what might come next 
than we were before the 
present onslaught.

Co-author scientists Den-
nis Burton and Eric Topol 
from Scripps Research in 
San Diego, Calif., noted 
in a recent commentary 
that was published in Nature that 
governments and the private sector 
need to begin investing now in the 
research and development of protect-
ive proteins that are effective against 
multiple strains of a virus so that 
we might have a front-line defence 
against viruses in a given family, 
including new lineages or strains that 
have not yet emerged.

The scientists point out that, 
believe it or not, we were quite lucky 
with Covid-19 in that the viral par-
ticle's molecular architecture actually 
made vaccine design easier.

We might not be as lucky when 
the next one pops up. In fact, one of 
the new variants that are popping 
up could be put together in such a 
way that making effective vaccines 

against them could take a great 
deal longer to make than what was 
required for the original dominant 
strain.

Burton and Topol claim 
one way to get ahead of 
this would be to "develop 
pan-virus vaccines, 
designed around broadly 
neutralising antibodies that 
could individually target 
priority viruses, including 
potentially SARS-CoV-2 
variants, HIV, influenza 
subtypes, Ebola, MERs, and 
others." 

The catch? To reach 
phase one trials, investment per 
virus would most probably be in the 
neighbourhood of US$100 million to 
US$200 million over several years.

However, one must keep in mind 
that Covid-19 is causing financial 
havoc to the tune of trillions of dol-
lars in damage done. The gist is, 
we're going to be in a world of hurt if 
we don't soon start to get proactive in 
this battle rather than reactive.

As the two authors said, "We will 
have outbreaks in the future, and are 
very likely to see further epidemics. 
We must stop these becoming pan-
demics." 

This is likely the only way moving 
forward that humanity can successful-
ly protect itself against its own greed.
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'ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᒍᓐᓃᖁᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ'

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᑉᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᙶᖅᑐᑦ ᑎᐅᕆᓐ ᒪᑭᒡᒐᖅ, ᓴᐅᒥᖅᖠᕐᒦᑦᑐᖅ, 
ᐊᖅᐸ ᖃᓴᓪᓗᐊᖅ, ᒥᒐᓐ ᓇᑦᓯᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᑯᓯ ᑳᐱᒃ ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑲᐴᖅᑲᐃᔨᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᕆᐊᖅᑎᓂᒃ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ 
ᑲᐱᓯᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ.

photo courtesy of andrea Mercredi 

rankin Inlet Fire Department members Darren Makkigak, 
left, Aqpa Kasaluak, Meagan Netser and Mark Kappi send 
thanks to the vaccination team and local volunteers who 
made the second Moderna vaccine against Covid-19 mass 
clinic in Rankin Inlet such a huge success this past week.

ᐃᓄᒃᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᓂᕿᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᑉ ᓄᙳᐊᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓗᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓴᓄᑦ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓇᓱᖕᒪᑕ ᓱᓕ ᖃᓄᖅᑑᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓄᒃᓯᐅᑎᑦ ᓂᕿᑦ ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐅᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑎᔾᔪᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᕆᓯᒪᔭᑉᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᓂᕿᑖᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓴᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ.

"ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐃᕌᓂᒃᑯᑉᑕ ᐃᓄᐃᒃᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ – ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ, ᑐᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᕿᒡᒋᕐᔪᐊᓂᒃ ᖃᐃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ ᓂᕿᑖᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ – ᑕᐃᑉᑯᐊ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᕆᓯᒪᔭᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᖑᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ.

"ᑐᓴᐅᒪᓗᐊᙱᑦᑐᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᓕᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᖔᑕ, 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓕᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖃᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.  ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᖃᓄᐃᒍᓐᓃᖁᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ.

"ᐅᔾᔨᕐᓇᖅᑐᖅ, ᑕᒫᓂᓕ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ, ᑲᔪᓯᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᒐᑉᑕ.  
ᐊᓯᐊᒎᕌᕐᔪᓚᐅᖅᐸᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᖅᐳᑦ, ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑎᑑᕋᔭᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᔪᒍᑦ ᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ.

"ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ 
ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵ ᓄᖑᑎᕆᓇᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.  ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᑎᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ 
ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒋᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂᒃ ᐅᑉᓗᒥᒧᑦ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕈᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᖅ 
ᓴᙱᔪᐊᓘᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᖁᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᕈᓐᓇᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᓵᓚᒋᔭᐅᖁᓗᒍ."

ᕕᓕᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕋᓱᒃᑐᖅ, 
ᐃᒪᓐᓈᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᑲᑕᓐᓇᒃᑲᓗᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ.  ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᖃᕈᓐᓇᙱᑦᑐᕉᖅ 
ᓱᖕᒪᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᓯᒪᙱᒻᒪᖔᑕ 
ᐱᑕᖃᓚᐅᖅᑳᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ.

"ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ ᒪᑐᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑳᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅᑖᖅᑐᖃᕐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᖕᒪᑦ ᑕᒫᓂ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᔭᐅᖅᑐᕈᑕᐅᓯᒪᖅᑰᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐱᑕᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖁᓇᒍ.

"ᒪᑐᓯᑲᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒐᑉᑕ ᑕᒫᓂ.  ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ 
ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᕈᑉᑎᒍᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐅᑉᓗᕐᒥᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓂᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ  
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᐸᒍᑎᑲᑕᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐸᑕ ᓇᒧᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᐅᑉ ᐅᑉᓘᑉ 
ᐃᓗᐊᓂᒃ ᑲᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓇᔭᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᑕᒪᓐ.

"ᓯᐊᒻᒪᒃᑎᕆᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥᒃ ᑕᐃᒪᑐᐊᖅ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᓂᖃᕋᔭᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᑦᑎᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᐱᓇᔭᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᖅᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ."

m2WZ6 2_u5

bflA
Getting
m4WZz 7

Northern News Services



6  kivaLLiq NewS, wednesday, February 24, 2021 r?9o3u iWK5, WzJx8i, =}KxE 24, 2021

Grade 1/2 students, 
front to back, Caesar 
Kreelak, Andrea 
Aggark, Nevaeh Sam-
murtok, Chael Sam-
murtok and Keanu 
Issaluk give it their all 
at a game of tug of 
war during Pink Shirt 
Day activities at Victor 
Sammurtok School in 
Chesterfield Inlet on 
Feb. 27, 2019.
NNSL file photo

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓖᑦ 1-ᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 2-ᒥᒃ, ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᑐᓄᐊᓄᑦ, ᓯᓴ ᕿᓚᒃ, ᐊᓐᑐᕆᔭ ᐊᒡᒐᒃ, ᓂᕕᐊ 
ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ, ᓯᐅᓪ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑮᓄ ᐄᓴᓗᒃ ᓄᑦᑑᔾᔪᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᐅᐸᔮᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐊᑎᒋᒥᒃ ᐅᑉᓗᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥᒃ 
ᕕᒃᑐ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 27, 2019-ᒥ.

Ajunngitugut! Pink Shirt Day celebrated Feb. 24

Feb. 24 is Pink Shirt Day in Canada – also known as Anti-
Bullying Day – and the Department of Education is invititing 
Nunavummiut to join in on this occasion.

People are encouraged to wear pink on Feb. 24 and to show 
their support online using the social media hashtags #Ajunngii-
tunga and #PinkShirtDay, to share stories online about taking 

a stand against bullying and to speak to family members about 
bullying.

"This year, the Department of Education will be sharing 
with schools a made-in-Nunavut Ajunngitugut! Pink Shirt Day: 
Schools Resource Guide with activities that have been adapted to 
meet the health and safety measures for any stage a school may 
be in," said Minister of Education David Joanasie.

The day is celebrated in schools all over Canada and takes 
place during the last Wednesday of February each year.

During last year's Pink Shirt Day, Premier Joe Savikataaq 
took to social media and wrote, "respecting one another, stand-
ing up to bullying and working together show that kindness, 
encouragement and positivity will win in the long run."

"This year," says Joanasie, "we will be celebrating Pink Shirt 
Day on Feb. 24 to raise awareness by taking a stand against 
bullying.

"I encourage all Nunavummiut to wear pink on Feb. 24 to 
show that bullying will not be tolerated in Nunavut."

Dept. of Education sharing resource guide with activities adapted to health regulations
by Trevor Wright 

 Northern News Services
Nunavut

ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 24 ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᕕᓂᕈᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᐅᕗᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ, ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᖕᒥᔪᖅ 
ᖃᓄᖓᓴᖅᑕᐃᓕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᕆᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐃᖁᔨᕗᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓂ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᕙᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᒥ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 24–ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᓯᐊᒻᒪᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᐅᔪᒥ #Ajunngiitunga ᐊᒻᒪᓗ #PinkShirtDay, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖑᔪᓂ 
ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᓇᖏᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᓄᖓᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᖃᓄᖓᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

"ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐃᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᒥ–
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᔪᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ! ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᕕᓂᕈᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᖓ: ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ 
ᒪᓕᒋᐊᓕᖕᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓱᖏᐅᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᑭᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᓄᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᐃᓗᐊᓃᕝᕕᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓᓂ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᔪᐊᓇᓯ.

ᐅᓪᓗᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᒋᔭᐅᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᓕᒫᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓲᖑᕗᖅ 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ ᐱᖓᔪᐊᓐᓂ ᕕᕈᐊᕆᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᓂ ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᕕᓂᕈᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 26, 2020–ᒥ.

ᐊᕐᕌᓂ ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᕕᓂᕈᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ, ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᓯᐊᒻᒪᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓄᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᖢᓂ, "ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥ, 
ᓇᖏᖅᓯᓂᖅ ᖃᓄᖓᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᒡᓗᑕ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᑐᙵᓇᕐᓂᖅ, 
ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ."

"ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ, ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᔪᐊᓇᓯ, "ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᖅ 
ᐅᕕᓂᕈᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 24–ᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᖏᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᖃᓄᖓᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ.

"ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᕗᖓ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᓕᒫᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᒥ ᕕᕈᐊᕆ 24–ᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᖃᓄᖓᓴᕐᓂᖅ ᓈᒻᒪᒋᔭᐅᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ."

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐃᕗᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᒪᓕᒋᐊᓕᖕᓂ  
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓱᖏᐅᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᖏᓐᓂ

ᐊᔪᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ! ᐊᐅᐸᔪᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᕕᓂᕈᕐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᖓ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᖅ
news ᓄá·∆¿ÖÀî
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The community of Rankin 
Inlet hosted its second mass 
vaccination clinic, which saw 
1,242 people receive their first 
or second shot of the Mod-
erna vaccine against Covid-19 
in Rankin this past week.

Hamlet senior administra-
tion officer Darren Flynn said 
the hamlet was more than 
happy with the second great 
turnout of people to receive 

the vaccine in Rankin.
He said anyone who still 

needs their second shot or 
wants to get their first shot 
can contact the hamlet office 
for further information as it 
becomes available.

"People just want to get 
back to a normal life here in 
Rankin, that's really all there 
is to it," said Flynn.

"We had 1,181 come out 
for the first mass vaccination 
clinic, and this time we had 
another 1,242 come out, so, 

we, more or less, got every-
one needing their second 
shot after the original clinic, 
plus some additional folks for 
their first shot. So, more than 
anything else, I think this 
shows people are just craving 
to get back to normal with 
their lives."

Flynn said the hamlet will 
be distributing country food 
around the community this 
coming weekend in its con-
tinuing efforts to lessen the 
strain of the pandemic.

He said the hamlet is still 
working on the final logistics 
of the country food distribu-
tion, which will bring an end 
to the funding allocation it 
was given for food security in 
the community.

"Once we distribute the 
country food – Arctic char, 
caribou and chicken breasts 
that are being donated to the 
community by our local food 
bank – those funds will be 
pretty much exhausted.

"I'm not hearing anything 

around the community in so 
far as any heightened fears, 
or what have you, because of 
the second outbreak in Arvi-
at. We're very supportive of 
Arviat and wish them God's 
speed in getting through this.

"It just goes to show, here 
in Rankin, we've been very 
fortunate. If the conditions 
had been slightly different, 
we probably would be in a 
situation similar to Arviat 
right now.

"We support everything 
the Hamlet of Arviat and the 
people of Arviat are trying to 
do to get rid of this. 

"But, like everybody's been 
told from the very beginning, 
it's a tough bug and all we can 
do right now is wish them the 
very best in beating this."

Flynn said Arviat is doing 
the best job it can, consid-
ering what it's been forced to 
deal with.

He said it's hard to say why 
Rankin has been so success-
ful in keeping the virus out 
after its first invasion into the 
community.

"Maybe the way the 
whole town just shut right 
down when the first case was 
announced here was a pivotal 
factor in keeping he number 
of active cases in the com-
munity relatively low.

"The shutdown here was 
instant. If things had con-
tinued on as normal for 
another day or two and people 
attended a few things, like the 
Remembrance Day ceremony, 
it would have been a whole 
different situation here.

"All it would have taken 
is one super-spreader event 
like our Remembrance Day 
ceremony and we would have 
found ourselves in the same 
situation as so many other 
places."

Second Moderna clinic in Rankin huge success

Getting vaccinations into arms

photo courtesy of andrea Mercredi 

members of the vaccination team thank Rankin Inlet for a highly successful second clinic in the community to administer the Moderna vaccine against Covid-19 
this past week.

ᑲᐴᕆᔩᑦ ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒥᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᐅᐸᒍᑎᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᑐᒡᓕᐊᒍᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔭᖅᑐᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᔾᔪᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ.

by Darrell Greer
 Northern News Services

rankin inlet

Stephanie crowell takes care of 
her work station during the first 
round of Moderna vaccination 
shots against Covid-19 in Rankin 
Inlet last month.
photo courtesy of Mark wyatt

ᓯᑎᕕᓂ ᑯᕆᐅᓪ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓄ ᕙ ᒡ ᔪ ᐊ ᖅ ᑖ ᖅ ᑕ ᐃ ᓕ ᒪ ᓂ ᕐ ᒧ ᑦ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ.

news ᓄá·∆¿ÖÀî
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Many politicians espouse 
Pink Shirt Day and its associ-
ated anti-bullying message.

Some of those politicians 
themselves are subject to 
harassment, particularly 
online.

"In this day and age, 
cyber-bullying is a reality, 
especially during elections," 
says Cathy Towtongie, MLA 
for Rankin Inlet North-Ches-
terfield Inlet.

There have been occa-
sions when not only was she 
attacked on the internet – 
often by anonymous individ-
uals – but her family mem-
bers were made victims as 
well.

"That is painful," she said, 
adding that such aggressive 
tactics have periodically 
made her reconsider remain-
ing in politics. 

"Other times, defamation 
of character is used. At times, 
lies appear to be the whole 
truth. There is a cost to run-
ning in an election. 

"It seems, we cross an 
invisible border – then we 
become a target, like (a) free 
for all. Nunavut is so small – 
it can ruin a person's life."

Towtongie has raised the 
issue in the legislative assem-
bly, searching for ways to 
ensure people cannot unfairly 
smear political candidates 
online without having their 
names appear alongside their 
posts for the sake of account-
ability. 

The cost of anonymous 
vilification can be that some 
would-be candidates won't 
run due to intimidation, she 
added. 

"I wonder how we can 
unmask some of these viru-
lent attackers who would be 

forced to reveal their names 
if they attack candidates 
anonymously behind a key-
board, or to have comments 
only with real names dur-
ing candidate forums and 
questions, which I would 
prefer," Towtongie said in 
the legislative assembly last 
September. 

Elections Nunavut  
'monitors social media'
Dustin Fredlund, Nuna-

vut's chief electoral officer, 
responded that Elections 
Nunavut monitors social 
media but it's the responsibil-
ity of the RCMP to conduct 
investigations based on com-
plaints from the public.

Fredlund explained that 
the Nunavut Elections Act 
prohibits candidates from 
telling lies about their polit-
ical competitors "and that's 
basically where it stops.

"If a candidate or someone 
in the community believes 
that someone is spreading 
lies about another candidate, 
that is against the law and 
those people can definitely 
either call our office and we 
will help them with the forms 
to fill out or go directly to 
the RCMP to lodge the com-
plaint. 

"The RCMP was very 
helpful during the election of 
doing the investigations," said 
Fredlund. 

MP defies trolls
When she became Nuna-

vut's member of Parliament 
at age 25, Mumilaaq Qaqqaq 
heard from all kinds of 
detractors eager to tell her 
that she wasn't ready for the 
job. 

"Anyone can make an 
account. Anyone can go 
online and troll you ... not 
everybody's comments and 

conversations are worth your 
time," she said, admitting that 
she was once too wrapped up 
in reading comments and had 
to take a step back. 

But part of her finds a 
sense of fulfillment in suc-
ceeding despite the naysay-
ers. 

"There's an immense 
amount of satisfaction to be 
standing there in a place (Par-
liament) that was meant to 
kill you and your people, and 
still tries to with all these 
people that don't look like 
you, making decisions for 
people that do look like you 
and do have the same types of 
experiences in life. It's power-
ful to know that we're still 
here," she said. 

"For me, it just adds fuel 
to the fire. It just makes me 
want to turn around more and 
say, 'Watch me.' And then I 
prove it." 

Since being elected in 
October 2019, Qaqqaq said 
she has kept a distinct line 
between her professional 
social media accounts and 
her personal ones – the lat-
ter have been neglected, 
she added, because she just 
doesn't have the time for it. 

She also now has staff 

who help filter much of the 
content that she reviews. She 
added that social media can 
be a useful tool to help pol-
iticians stay in touch with 
constituents, when legitimate 
issues are raised. 

"I love my supports and 
my circle," she said of her 
large social media follow-
ing, many of whom offer  
compliments and reinforce-
ment.  

Janet Pitsiulaaq Brew-
ster, Iqaluit's deputy mayor, 
said she sometimes receives 
uninvited personal messa-
ges from random men, but 
she hasn't had many issues 
online. 

"Overall, I think because 
I don't engage, most people 
don't attempt to bully me," 
she said.

There was a time during 
a Qikiqtani Inuit Association 
election, however, when she 
noticed that a large campaign 
sign at roadside promoting a 
female candidate was defaced 
with the words "No women 
president."

Brewster returned to the 
scene with a graffiti-remov-
ing wipe to obscure the "No."

"Women presidents every-
where, please," said Brewster.

Politicians tell of how they cope with  
internet critics and cyber-bullying

photo courtesy of the Government of Nunavut

rankin Inlet north-chesterfield Inlet mLA cathy 
Towtongie: "In this day and age, cyber-bullying is a 
reality, especially during elections."

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖅ-ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒧᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎ ᑳᑎ 
ᑕᐅᑐᙱ: "ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᑭᐅᖑᔪᒥ, ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ 
ᖃᓄᖓᓴᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᕗᖅ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ."

by Derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Nunavut

Pushing back against 
the online trolls

photo courtesy of Mumilaaq qaqqaq 

mP mumilaaq Qaqqaq says the discouraging 
comments only 'add fuel to the fire' in proving 
those voices wrong.

ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᒧᒥᓛᖅ ᖃᖅᑲᖅ 
ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᓘᑕᐅᔪᑦ 'ᐃᓚᓯᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᒧᑦ' ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᓂᐱᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᒻᒪᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ.

news ᓄá·∆¿ÖÀî
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b-dIV CHAMPS
The Fun Cup B Division 
champion U7 wolverines 
are, back row from left, Ted 
Lachance (coach), keshawn 
Aggark, Hunter Akerolik, Kel-
vin Brown, Mikkittuq voisey 
and Ben Porter (coach), and, 
middle row from left, axton 
Lachance, Yvon kubluitok, 
kook Misheralak, alastaire 
Sammurtok-akerolik and 
Raymond adjuk, with goalie 
victor kaludjak, front, in Ran-
kin inlet on Feb. 7.

photo courtesy Ted Lachance

Winner:  
SASHA HICkeS 

Baker Lake
Uvinik kuuk, 7 years old, 
enjoying time on the ice on 
Jan. 9, wearing his new japa 
he got over Christmas. He 
keeps asking to go out so i 
had to make him a warm japa 
for the cold days.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ:  
ᓵᓴ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ

ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ
 
ᐅᕕᓂᒃ ᑰᒃ, 7–ᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ 
9–ᓂ, ᐊᑐᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᑖᒥ ᔭᐸᖓᓂ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒥ ᐱᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂ. 
ᐊᓃᕋᔭᒍᒪᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᓴᓇᔾᔪᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᐸᕋ ᐅᖅᑰᔪᒥ 
ᔭᐸᒥ ᓂᒡᓚᓱᒃᑐᒧᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᓄᑦ.

ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᕐᙳᓯᕐᒧᑦ B 
ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ 
U7 Wolverines ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ, 
ᑐᓄᐊᓂ ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᑎᐊᑦ ᓚᓵᓐᔅ 
(ᐊᔪᕆᖅᓱᐃᕙᒃᑐᖅ), ᑭᓵᓐ ᐊᒡᒐᖅ, 
ᕼᐊᓐᑐᕐ ᐊᑭᕈᓕᒃ, ᑭᐊᓪᕕᓐ ᐳᕋᐅᓐ, 
ᒥᑭᑦᑐᖅ ᕗᐊᓯ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐊᓐ ᐳᐊᑐᕐ 
(ᐊᔪᕆᖅᓱᐃᕙᒃᑐᖅ), ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ 
ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐋᒃᔅᑎᓐ ᓚᓵᓐᔅ, ᐃᕗ 
ᖃᑉᓗᐃᑦᑐᖅ, ᑰᒃ ᒥᓯᕋᓛᖅ, 
ᐋᓕᔅᑎᐊᕐ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ–ᐊᑭᕈᓕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᕋᐃᒪᓐ ᐋᑦᔪᒃ, ᐃᓯᖅᑎᑦᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔨ 
ᕕᒃᑐᕐ ᖃᓗᔾᔭᖅ, ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ.

amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

On the land
Do you have an amazing story from your adventures on the 

land? Tell us your story and show us your photos for a chance 
to win $100. Submit your story and photo to our Nunavut News 
Facebook page, editor@nunavutnews.com, or by mail to Nuna-
vut News, PO Box 28, Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0. 

Entries will be placed on our Facebook page. They may also 
appear in this newspaper and other Northern News Services 
publications. The story and photo with the most combined likes 
and shares at the end of the week wins. 

This week's winner is Sasha Hickes. Congratulations!

GReGoRy NINGeoCHeAk
Coral Harbour

My first-ever wolverine – one rare kill on Coral Harbour 
island.

ᒍᕋᒍᕆ ᓂᖏᐅᑦᓯᐊᖅ
ᓴᓪᓖᑦ

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦᑎᐊᒥ ᖃᕝᕕᒑᕐᔪᒃ – ᑕᖁᑕᐅᒐᔪᙱᕕᒡᔪᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᓴᓪᓖᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓᓂ.

ToNy ULUAdLUAk 
Arviat

Beautiful weather, but cold when 
we went hunting, 59 miles west of 
arviat.

ᑑᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᐊᑦᓗᐊᒃ
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ

ᓯᓚᑦᑎᐊᕙᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓂᒡᓚᓱᒃᑐᖅ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒋᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᑕ, 59 ᒪᐃᔪᔅᓂ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ 
ᐱᓇᖕᓇᖓᓂ.



10  kivaLLiq NewS, wednesday, February 24, 2021 r?9o3u iWK5, WzJx8i, =}KxE 24, 2021

The community of Baker Lake is mourn-
ing the loss of one of its brightest lights whose 
life candle was softly extinguished long before 
its time in the community earlier this month.

John Ray Mariq, 33, passed away on Feb. 1 
due to heart complications.

Mariq was a talented and decorated mult-
isport athlete in his youth, having competed in 
two Arctic Winter Games, the Canada Winter 
Games, two National U19 Field Lacrosse 
championships with Team Nunavut, as well 
as numerous regional and territorial events.

He also represented Nunavut at a number 
of national events as a respected youth dele-
gate.

Mariq's mom, Jenny Mariq, said her son 
always loved sports.

She said he was a happy guy as a little 
fellow who could always be found hanging out 

with his close circle of friends.
"They were always together, right to the 10 

p.m. curfew time," said Jenny.
"He finally told us after he graduated 

that right from kindergarten to Grade 12 he 
had been bullied in school. We never knew 
because he never told us.

"We were so shocked when he told us. I 
asked him why he never told me during all 
those years, and he just said it was OK. He 
was still here and he had graduated.

"I didn't know what to say. He never 
showed much discouragement and had his 
friends around him all the time. I'll never 
know why, but he never complained and he 
never told us."

Jenny said John Ray loved to play badmin-
ton and lacrosse and his love for those sports 
may have been one of the reasons he was able 
bloom so well despite being bullied at school.

She said there was a time she worried 
those around him were pushing him a bit too 

hard to succeed at different sports.
"I was like, 'Aren't you guys being kind of 

hard on him?' I was almost crying because I'm 
the mom and he was only nine or 10 years old.

"But he was into sports for most of his life 
and really loved to play."

Jenny said John Ray was successful in his 
professional life after high school, going to 
Morrisburg, Ont., for heavy-equipment train-
ing before gaining both training and employ-
ment for about 13 years at the Meadowbank 
gold mine through Agnico Eagle Mines and 
Groupe Sana – Groupe Gilbert (Qamanittuaq 
Sana) before the pandemic hit.

She said he was working for the Hamlet of 
Baker Lake as a heavy-equipment operator at 
the time of his passing. 

"He never really spoke to us too much 
about his life at work, but we found out shortly 
after his death that he was actually a shift 
supervisor at the mine.

"We were like, 'Oh man,' because we didn't 
know he had climbed that high.

"I also found out that the company really 
liked how he operated the machinery, so he 
was given a chance to teach some French guys 
who had to come up and do some training on 
the equipment."

Jenny said above everything else, John Ray 
was a family man who loved his son (Kayden 
Tootoo) and his family.

She said his family was always her son's 

priority.
"When his father would want to go fishing, 

he'd take him out no matter how tired he was. 
He'd take both of us out fishing and boating.

"No matter how hard he had it, here and 
there like everybody else, he weathered the 
storm and overcame the obstacles. 

"He died a natural death. He wasn't one to 
contemplate suicide or stuff like that.

"In fact, I know he had helped others who 
were contemplating suicide. I thank all his 
friends, his father (Alex), Karen Duvall and 
Brad Mainse for always being there to guide 
him."

Mainse said it's no secret he and John Ray 
spent thousands of hours together between 
badminton, lacrosse and travel.

He said John Ray will be remembered as 
an elite class Nunavummiut youth athlete and 
a role model for many across the territory.

"A couple of thoughts and memories really 
stand out for those who knew John Ray," said 
Mainse. 

"He always had great respect for others in 
sport and competition, and he always showed 
great sportsmanship in competition. 

"He never complained and had a never-
quit, never-give-up attitude. John Ray always 
showed great composure and never lost his 
temper in sport. He was always dedicated to 
training and never missed a practice.

"Rest in peace, my friend."

Young Baker Lake man leaves legacy of strength and perseverance

A light still shining

photos courtesy of Brad Mainse 

The relationship between John Ray Mariq, left, and Brad Mainse transcended 
that of coach and athlete to one of a great friendship between the two men.

by Darrell Greer
 Northern News Services

baker lake

community ¥∂¿ú

The community of Baker Lake is saddened by the death of John Ray Mariq, 
who passed away on Feb. 1 due to heart complications.
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Volunteers led by Vicki 
Tanuyak were able to help 
the Elders in their community 
with items from a newly-start-
ed food bank this past week in 
Chesterfield Inlet.

The food bank is being 
supported by Northern Can-
ada Mini Projects through 
food donations and a credit 
account set up at the local 
Co-op store.

The project's Cindy Dhill-
on said food banks are not just 
about food but are also about 
connection and generating an 
opportunity to check up on 
and check in with community 
members.

She said every Elder-led 
household in the community 
received some help this past 
week, adding the Elders were 
thrilled with the food assist-
ance along with receiving a 
friendly hello with the delivery.

"Canadians band together 
during times of struggle and 
we're supporting the food bank 
in Chesterfield Inlet as part of 
our attempt to combat hun-
ger and food insecurity in a 
number of Nunavut hamlets 
in Northern Canada," said 
Dhillon.

"I became aware that Ches-
terfield Inlet had no operation-
al food bank through conver-
sations with Ana Leishman, 
Glen Brocklebank and Vicki 
Tanuyak, so those in need 
have limited options for help.

"I recognize that not all 

Northern communities have 
an organized, ongoing food 
bank that is overseen, sup-
ported or funded by their ham-
let or powerful agencies like 
Food Bank Canada, so, as a 
result, the burden of helping to 
feed food-insecure individuals 
in households has been falling 
on families and neighbours, 
some of whom themselves 
may also be struggling.

"So having to help feed 
additional people can add 
more stress and strain on these 
households as they try to deal 
with the high price of food 
that comes with living in the 
North."

Dhillon said the Covid pan-
demic is not just devastating 
southern households. She said 
it has also caused unexpected 
and sometimes devastating 
scenarios for Northern com-
munities, as well.

"So, when we found out 
Chester didn't have an active 
food bank we decided to help 
them with that by creating one 
where people can help in a 
couple of ways. 

"They can send food prod-
ucts directly to the community 
through Canada Post for dis-
tribution to people in need, or, 
those who still have the ability 
to do so in this zombie apoca-
lypse we seem to find our-
selves in, can donate whatever 
amount they can to an account 
I set up at the local Co-op 
store in Chesterfield Inlet.

"With whatever donations 
are given, Vicki (Tanuyak) 
will then identify who's in 

need and tend to their food 
needs as best she can with 
the donations given. This past 
week they focused on their 
Elder population, which is 
highly isolated. We actually 
are usually the ones behind 
creating a number of events 
where they can go out and 
have some fun in public or be 
around the kids at school. 

"Unfortunately, the isolation 
has reached a full year now and 
their mental health is begin-
ning to crumble a bit, espe-
cially those with limited ways 
of accessing what they need."

Dhillon said the Northern 
Canada Mini Projects will 
continue to try and support the 
Chester food bank as long as 
it can raise awareness and get 
southern donors to help out.

She said there is also one 
more way she could help raise 
funds for the food bank.

"The third way of help-
ing is for me to organize and 
execute a sale for them in 
their community where we 
send up much-needed items 
that they can't get at their local 
store without paying expensive 
prices.

"We donate it to them, they 
sell it and those proceeds go 
towards something the com-
munity really needs, such as 
the maintenance of a food 
bank.

"So, once things return 
to normal, and their hamlet 
allows them to run a sale, 
that's a third way we can help 
Chesterfield Inlet and its food 
bank."

Northern Canada Mini Projects helps  
volunteers start food bank in community

Helping others in 
Chesterfield Inlet

photo courtesy of vicki Tanuyak

Elders Andre and Elizabeth Tautu were all smiles after receiving a bag of food 
items from community's first food bank in Chesterfield Inlet this past week.
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by Darrell Greer
 Northern News Services

Chesterfield Inlet


