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MLA lawyers up

"The website is currently not taking tips here in the Northwest Territories."
–RCMP's Sgt. Mark Bishop says NWT Crime Stoppers website has been down for months, page 15.

A lovely day 
on the trail

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

Kierra McDonald and Stryden Hult-Griffin took to the slopes to take in Inuvik Ski 
Club's Valentine's Day candlelight ski. The club held a family ski earlier in the day 
with dramatic success, with over 40 families coming out to enjoy the short-lived 
surge in warmer weather.

Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh representative Steve Norn is taking his case against legislative assembly 
clerk Tim Mercer, who denies all allegations against him, to the integrity commissioner
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Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in News/North, call (867) 873-4031 
and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@
nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

Further delays in vaccination roll out not  
anticipated, says chief public health officer

More vaccines to arrive 
'right on time' next week

Blair McBride/NNSL photo

More than 13,578 NWT residents have received their first doses of the vaccine, and 579 have received the second, 
said Health Minister Julie Green. 

News
Briefs

Canada post continues
 to experience delays

Canada Post still has delays across its net-
work and packages are taking longer to deliver 
to all provinces and territories, according to a 
Feb. 18 news release.

Extra precautions taken due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and an increase in demand  for parcels 
has caused the delay.

Canada Post  also wants to clarify that only 
the postal service can track packages and clerks 
working at outlets do not know where packages 
are or when they will arrive. 

" They are doing their best to serve the com-
munity under difficult circumstances," states the 
release. 

Customers can call  Canada Post customer 
service at  1-866-607-6301, visit canadapost.ca/
track or download their app.

– Brett McGarry 

NWT Rangers plan  
exercise near Sandy Lake

South Slave
Rangers based in the NWT will hold exer-

cises off Highway 5 near Sandy Lake later this 
month.

The operation will take place from Feb. 21 
to March 4.

"Activities will include establishing camps, 
and temporarily marking austere airstrips and 
helicopter landing zones," Capt. Christopher 
Newman wrote in a news release. "Residents in 
the area can expect to see increased Canadian 
Ranger activity in the area during this training 
event."

He said the exercise by members of the 1st 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group would take 
place closer to the east side of the lake, which is 
about 106 kilometres east of Hay River.

"This activity is being conducted as part of 
the Canadian Ranger Type 3 patrol that will see 
multiple patrols link up and conduct training," 
Newman explained. "Canadian Rangers from 
the Hay River, Fort Smith, and Fort Resolution 
patrols will be participating as well as a head-
quarters element from Yellowknife.

He said members of the patrol will remain 
in their community patrol bubbles as a COVID-
19 precaution and standard public health meas-
ures will be adhered to.

No training activities will occur within 
Wood Buffalo National Park.

– Craig Gilbert

Tlicho winter road 
to Gameti now open

The Tlicho Winter Road to Gamètì opened 
on Feb. 17 at 3 p.m.

The Tlicho government posted to its Face-
book page that the road is open to vehicles with 
a maximum 15,000 kilogram Gross Vehicle 
Weight.

Some safety tips from the Tlicho govern-
ment:
•	 Please watch for rough areas on portages 

and lakes; slow down when meeting 
oncoming traffic;

•	 Watch for soft areas along edges on por-
tages;

•	 Watch and slow down for construction and 
maintenance equipment working along all 
sections of the winter road;

•	 Please note the maximum speed limit 
throughout the Tlicho Winter Road system 
is 50 kilometres per hour;

 The Whatì Winter Road is now open to 
vehicles with a maximum 25,000 kg Gross 
Vehicle Weight.
 The Wekweètì Winter Road is currently 
under construction. Please use caution on all 
NWT Winter Roads.

– Craig Gilbert

news

The fourth shipment of Moderna vac-
cines is expected to arrive "right on time."

Chief public health officer Kami Kandola 
said the doses are to land in the NWT during 
the week of Feb. 22 to 26.

"And once we receive that shipment, 
we're not anticipating a delay in the vaccine 
rollout," Kandola said Feb. 17.

Delays in the vaccine schedule earlier in 
February reduced the third shipment from 
7,200 doses to 4,700 and made uncertain the 
status of the fourth shipment, said Health 
Minister Julie Green on Feb. 2.

The fifth shipment is anticipated to arrive 
in mid-March.

Kandola said it's not yet known how 
many doses would be in the fourth shipment.

News on the shipment comes as more 
than 14,157 NWT residents have received 
vaccines, with 13,578 getting their first dose 
and 579 the second, said Green, who also 
spoke at the news conference.

Most of the 579 individuals are residents 
of long-term care facilities and their support 
staff, who were among the priority groups 
to first receive the vaccine, said territorial 
medical director Dr. AnneMarie Pegg.

To reach the goal of vaccinating 75 per 

cent of the eligible adult population of 34,400 
people, about 26,000 people will need to be 
vaccinated, Kandola said.

A second-dose clinic in Yellowknife was 
announced Feb. 16. that will run in the 
second half of February for people who 
receive their first dose in January.

Pegg added that for now the vaccination 
roll out should be able to deliver second 
doses inside the 42-day window as recom-
mended by the National Advisory Council 
on Immunization (NACI).

Kandola explained that NACI data shows 
Moderna gives 92 per cent efficacy against 
coronavirus 14 days after the first dose.

"That efficacy based on the Moderna 
clinical trials is (based on) data up to the 
42nd day. What we do know about vaccines 
and immune response is that we don't antici-
pate a drastic reduction in immunity on day 
43. We're still waiting for more information," 
she said.

She also cited Quebec and the United 
Kingdom as jurisdictions that have intro-
duced 12-week windows for the time 
between first and second doses.

Following the announcement Feb. 17 of 
six new Covid-19 cases in the NWT, five 
of them related to the outbreak at the Gah-
cho Kue Mine, Kandola said the strain of 
Covid-19 detected at the mine isn't highly 

infectious and she encourages all mine and 
resource workers to be vaccinated.

Responding to a question as to whether 
the controls in place at the mine are suf-
ficient, she said her team has been holding 
extensive discussions with the mine's man-
agement on infection prevention control, the 
screening process and has encouraged the 
visit of industrial hygienists.

"One-third of their workers were repatri-
ated out of the territory (and are self-isolat-
ing), one-third (were sent back to) Yellow-
knife. And then the one-third who are on-
site have more stringent isolation measures 
and are separated from each other. They're 
undergoing regular testing, but we're trying 
to minimize as much exposure as possible," 
she said.

Following the mine's temporary suspen-
sion of operations on Feb. 6, Kandola said 
it could resume operations if a new cohort 
of workers who have completed 14 days of 
isolation and undergone testing were brought 
in.

"A significant amount of them will be 
already vaccinated. Once that occurs then 
no one coming in would be at risk from the 
original outbreak."

The outbreak at the Gahcho Kue Mine 
includes 15 cases, three of which have 
recovered and 12 are active.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NNWT

Active cases: 12
Confirmed cases: 70
Recovered cases: 58
Completed tests: 13,665
Negative tests: 13,600
Pending tests: 86

Days since first confirmed case: 336
Days since last confirmed case: 3
Common symptoms: Runny nose or congestion (50 
per cent), cough (53 per cent), muscle aches (32 
per cent), fever, (32 per cent), headache (37 per 
cent), malaise (26 per cent), fatigue (26 per cent)

fact FIlE
NWT cOVID-19 SITUATION AS OF FEB. 19

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics
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By the age of 14, Jaylene Delorme-Buggins 
was in a youth detention centre thousands of 
kilometres from home.

Growing up in the North, she experienced 
bullying and harassment that led to a cycle of 
substance abuse and violence that claimed the 
lives of many of her peers.

Before long, the Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation woman, now a successful advocate 
and the elected national youth representa-
tive for the Native Women's Association of 
Canada, found a way out of the cycle she felt 
trapped in through community, therapy and 
self-exploration.

None of his success would have been pos-
sible without her father, she said, who never 
gave up on her.

"A wise man (my daddy) once told me: if 
you are not good for yourself you are not good 
for anyone else!" stated Delorme-Buggins.

To better understand her origins, one needs 
to go back to her early years growing up in 
Hay River as a child of residential school sur-
vivors where many of her relationships were 
defined by cruelty and substance abuse.

"Sometimes I felt so alone, like I had no 
one to turn to," she said. "So I turned to alco-
hol and drugs. I fell into addictions and not 
caring for my life. I became suicidal."

She ended up in youth detention centers on 
multiple occasions, she said.

"I learned that there will always be bul-
lies," she said. "But that doesn't make it OK."

After all she's been through Delorme-Bug-
gins is using her experiences to help others. 
She has joined the We Matter campaign and 
other initiatives for Indigenous youth who are 
looking for support.

"I have begun to use my experiences and 
my history to show people they are not alone," 
she said. "I remember as a teen I didn't want 
to talk to anyone who learned how to counsel 
from a book. I wanted to talk to someone who 
lived it and made it out, someone like me that 

can really truly relate and sympathize. So 
that's what I'm trying to do for other youth."

One piece of advice she has for other 
Indigenous people who might be struggling in 
their youth is that, "You're not alone."

"(And) treat people how you want to be 
treated," she said. "Remember once words are 
put out there you can't take them back."

And for parents, "Never, and I mean never 
tell your child to 'toughen up' or 'not to be so 
sensitive,'" she added. "Allow them to feel 
their emotions and express themselves freely 
(with respect of course)."

Feb. 24 is Pink Shirt Day when people 
wear pink as a symbolic stand against bully-
ing and to raise funds for anti-bullying initia-
tives.

A number of Pink Shirt Day activities have 
been cancelled due to the pandemic, including 
the Public Service Alliance of Canada North's 
annual event, according to a spokesperson, but 
there are still ways to participate.

The GNWT's Department of Education, 
Culture and Employment is encouraging all 
of its employees to observe the day by wear-
ing a pink shirt to work, stated spokesperson 
Christina Carrigan in an email.

At the legislative assembly, Education 
Minister R.J. Simpson will be making a state-
ment and distributing pink flower lapel pins 
and anti-bullying information to all members.

And out in the communities, school Gen-
ders and Sexualities Alliances (GSA) will be 
leading Pink Shirt Day initiatives, she said.

"ECE supports training for GSA Advisors, 
twice annually, and this training has not been 
affected by the pandemic and has continued to 
be offered virtually," she said.

With the pandemic closing classrooms, 
leading to more students learning and social-
izing online, cyber-bullying has become a 
worrying issue, said Carrigan.

Though ECE does not have statistics, it 
is in the process of launching a project that 
would help track the prevalence of bullying 
both in the real world and online, she said.

Bullying is not unique to the North but 

many of its residents live in remote and 
sparsely populated communities and this 
means toxic relationships can be especially 
damaging, said Carrigan.

"Those that are from the south or larger 
cities may find living in small communities 
more isolating," she said. "Alternatively, they 
may also find the small communities more 
supportive and close-knit. Everyone's situation 
is unique."

In 2013, an amendment to the territory's 

Education Act was passed which included a 
definition of bullying and a school code of 
conduct. Since then, the territory has enacted 
additional regulations to protect LGBTQ2S+ 
people in schools, she said.

"Youth who are connected to their culture 
and have a strong sense of belonging to their 
communities and schools are potentially at 
lower risk of experiencing the negative effects 
of bullying and less likely to bully others," 
she added.

by Ezra Black 
Northern News Services

NWT

Hay River woman escaped substance abuse and  
violence to emerge as an Indigenous youth advocate

'There will always be bullies 
but that doesn't make it OK'

photo courtesy of project Dënegóth Nají  Photography

"A wise man (my 
daddy) once told me: 
if you are not good 
for yourself you are 
not good for anyone 
else!" stated Yellow-
knives Dene First 
Nation woman Jaylene 
Delorme-Buggins.

pink shirt day
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Steve Norn, Member of the 
Legislative Assembly for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh has retained a 
lawyer in his dispute with Tim 
Mercer, House clerk.

Steven Cooper of Coop-
er Regel Law issued a news 
release on Thursday on behalf 
of Norn stating that he will 
be representing the first-term 
MLA in "all matters" involv-
ing Mercer.

This will include but not 
be limited to a dispute the two 
are having before the Integrity 
Commissioner.

On Feb. 15, Norn held a 
news conference at the Legis-
lative Assembly calling for a 
third-party investigation into 
the conduct of Mercer.

Cooper reiterated some 
of the points made by Norn 
this week, including that the 
member's desire to fight what 
they describe as bullying and 
what he believes is a toxic 
workplace at the Legislative 
Assembly.

"Mr. Norn views the com-
plaint as an effort to hinder 
his efforts to address long-
standing issues within the 

Assembly operations," Cooper 
stated.

"He will not be deterred, 
not by the malicious com-
plaint not by other actions 
being pursued behind the 
scenes."

On Tuesday, the Legisla-
tive Assembly confirmed that 
Mercer is on paid leave.

Norn's dispute with Mer-
cer follows last week's rev-
elations of two complaints 
alleging harassment against 
Mercer from staff working 
under the clerk. Nicole Latour, 
NWT chief electoral officer 
and April Taylor, legislative 
assembly staffer.

Mercer has denied those 
allegations.

The Board of Management 
announced on Feb. 17 that it 
would be moving ahead with 
a workplace assessment of 
the Office of the Clerk in a 
statement on the Legislative 
Assembly website.

Katie Weaver, manager of 
public affairs and communi-
cations stated in a Feb. 18 
email that further details are 
yet to be decided.

"The next step is to identify 
who will conduct that assess-
ment, the terms of reference 

and the timeline," she stated. 
"The assessor will report to 
the Board."

Accountability and
 transparency

Cooper stated that Norn 
will continue in an effort 
for more accountability and 
transparency from the terri-
torial institution.

"No officer, indeed no 
member, is bigger than the 
Legislative Assembly itself, 
although there may be those 
who have lost a sense of 
decorum, appropriate behav-
iour, protocol and place within 
our democratic system in the 
Northwest Territories," Coop-
er wrote.

Cooper stated that because 
the dispute is before the Integ-
rity Commissioner, "com-
ments will be somewhat 
muted," noting that Norn has 
been pleased with the response 
by the Assembly's Board of 
Management, which oversees 
operations at the legislature.

"The Board of Manage-
ment has taken appropriate 
steps toward understanding 
the existence and prevalence 
of abusive, disrespectful or 
manipulative behaviour 

involving staff, peers, and 
members alike," Cooper stat-
ed.

"Mr. Norn joins the Board 
of Management in recogniz-
ing and commending all of 
the good work undertaken by 
staff at the Legislative Assem-
bly, particularly in light of 
an increasingly difficult work 
environment."

Similar to Norn's presenta-
tion on Monday, Cooper said 
the MLA is calling upon past 
or present employees from 
the Assembly to reach out to 
the law office if they have 
had difficult experiences with 
Assembly officers and staff at 

1-800-994-7477.
People can also send an 

email to steve@cooperregal.
ca.

All information will be 
treated as privileged and con-
fidential as the law allows, 
Cooper states.

by Simon Whitehouse 
Northern News Services

NWT

Steven Cooper to represent Norn in case before Integrity Commissioner

MLA Steve Norn lawyers up 
in dispute with House clerk

Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Steve Norn, MLA for Tu Nedhe-Wiiliideh, speaks to reporters at the NWT 
Legislative Assembly Feb. 15.

news

Canadian Arctic Resources Committee 
(CARC) announced on Feb. 18 that it is 
permanently shutting down after 50 years 
of working in the North.

In a news release, the non-governmental 
organization (NGO) said it has fulfilled its 
mission of supporting informed decision-
making and helping people of the North 
regain their place in Arctic development.

"There is a tendency for organizations 
to just keep going," said CARC chair Lois 
Little. 

"We looked at what we had accom-
plished. We looked at who is in the best 
position to influence current and future 
decision-making in the Arctic, and we 
decided others were better positioned to do 
this, so we decided to step aside.

"The North is a very different place 
from what it was 50 years ago. Northerners 
have regained a lot of control over lands 
and governance, and they don't need us to 
help them to be heard any more."

CARC originally launched in 1971 
around the issue of the Mackenzie Valley 
Pipeline, a scrapped proposal to transport 
natural gas from the Beaufort Sea to north-
ern Alberta.

"1971 was a very different time than it 
is now. It was a very colonial kind of situa-

tion. There weren't a lot of opportunities 
for many voices other than government and 
industry," Little said.

Since its founding, CARC has taken a 
stand in mining, wildlife conservation and 
other lands and industrial development 
issues.

It also advocated for the formation of 
the Tallurutiup Imanga national marine 
conservation area in Nunavut. Tallurutiup 
Imanga was established in August 2019 
in the waters between Baffin, Devon and 
Somerset islands.

"To the extent that we can claim any 
influence in these matters, we can now 
say mission (mostly) accomplished," Little 
said. "It's not that there is nothing to do 
any more. There are still big questions out 

there about what sustainable development 
looks like in the Arctic, and the impacts 
of international problems such as climate 
change and contaminants. But we trust that 
Northerners have the capacity to take on 
these issues, and to make themselves heard 
on national and international stages."

Over its decades of work, CARC had 
an office in Yellowknife and three of its 
directors lived in the city, but most of its 
activity was done from an office in Ottawa, 
Little said.

Before it sleds off into the sundog-
haloed sunset, CARC will undertake its 
final project of a book chronicling progress 
made on issues important to the NGO.

The free book will be published online 
in May or June.

by Blair McBride 
Northern News Services

NWT

NGO launched to take on Mackenzie 
Valley Pipeline proposal in 1971

image courtesy of Canadian Arctic Resources Committee

Northern Perspectives was the newsletter of the Canadian Arctic 
Resources Committee, in print since 1973. 

Canadian Arctic Resources 
dissolves after 50 years
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Bingo is supposed to be 
fun.

And charity is supposed to 
be for a good cause.

But when Arctic Paws 
chair Angela McInnes began 
hearing about angry phone 
calls to her volunteers on Feb. 
13, she knew something had 
gone wrong with their latest 
fundraising event.

As a non-profit, the Spay 
and Neuter organization – 
which provides veterinary 
services for the town and cov-
ers a large amount of costs, 
including transporting stray 
animals to loving homes fur-
ther south and providing pet 
medication to families that 
cannot afford it – relies on 
fundraising opportunities to 
pay their bills.

In the lead-up to Valen-
tines Day, the Inuvik Green-

house made an offer to the 
Arctic Paws foundation to run 
its Saturday bingo and keep the 

profit. Tickets were sold, play-
ers tuned in and people began 
vying for the $25,000 jackpot.

During the evening, a ball 
numbered N36 was seen on 
the video coming through 

the chute and eager audience 
members dabbed the number 
down, expecting it to be the 
next one to be called. How-
ever, the number was not 
called or placed on the board, 
which caused some of the 
players to erupt into outrage. 
McInnes said she was at her 
child’s birthday party when 
her phone started blowing up.

"People called, people 
came to the dome demanding 
refunds and threatening the 
safety and lives of the volun-
teers and workers,” McInnes 
said in a statement. "The 
harassment continued into the 
evening and extended to the 
town lottery officer in her own 
home. We have been deal-
ing with the investigation and 
messaging since.”

Inuvik Greenhouse execu-
tive director Ray Solotki 
confirmed she also received 
harassing messages and phone 
calls from people angry about 
the miscall.

McInnes added that sev-
eral aggressive patrons pres-
sured one volunteer to refund 
$500 out of the Arctic Paws 
account, which is normally 
not permitted. All valid cards 
and winnings were calculated 
and winners were paid out.

Noting Arctic Paws clinics 
cost the organization roughly 
$21,000 per year, spaying and 
neutering between 35-45 ani-
mals annually, McInnes said 
the organization has chosen 
not to host any more bingos 
for fundraising.

"We do hope that we will 
find other ways to generate 
funds for veterinary clinics 
and that you all still have the 
opportunity to access those 
subsidized services,” said 
McInnes. "This is after all 
why Arctic Paws exists.

"This is why I prefer work-
ing with animals, they only 
want to be happy and loved.”

In response to the trauma 
experienced by bingo callers, 
several community members 
have stepped up with dona-
tions, with Rocky’s Plumb-
ing and Heating donating the 
$500 that was improperly 
refunded.

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik

Inuvik charity gets out of 
bingo game after snafu led to 
harassment by angry players

'This is why I prefer 
working with animals'

An investigation is 
underway after Inu-
viks lottery officer was 
harassed "in her own 
home" after a contro-
versial night of char-
ity bingo earlier this 
month.

NNSL file photo
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My goal with the two pre-
vious columns I have written 
about the proposed polytech-
nic transformation for Aurora 
college is to lay out the facts 
facing Team Polytechnic in 
the Department of Education.

The numbers show Dene, 
Metis, Inuvialuit and Inuit 
students in the NWT 
are not getting the 
education they need 
to succeed in aca-
demic programs and 
go on to college and 
university. This is 
documented in low 
graduation rates (35 
percent). We can see 
the problem clearly 
in Grade 10, where 
there are more stu-
dents than Grade 9 
because Grade 10 is 
where social passing 
stops. 

We see it in 
the Aurora Col-
lege enrolment 
numbers as there's 
a huge number of students in 
upgrading rather than higher 
education courses or trades.

There might be a tempta-
tion to say the difference 
between graduation rates for 
these students must be higher 
in Yellowknife, where there 
are state-of-the-art schools. 
In fact, the graduation rates 
for Indigenous students do go 
up to 45 percent in the capital 
city but still fall far short of 
the non-Indigenous students at 
70 percent.  

So, it seems, there are two 
school systems: one for Dene, 
Metis, Inuvialuit and Inuit 
students and one for everyone 
else. That was noted by Hotıì 
ts'eeda (a research support unit 

hosted by the Tlicho Govern-
ment, and governed primar-
ily by Northwest Territories 
Indigenous Governments) in 
its response to the Aurora Col-
lege foundational review.

The undeniable difference 
between the two school sys-
tems – one in Yellowknife and 
another in the communities 

– is scholastic 
results. There is 
another differ-
ence though: an 
elected school 
board, like the 
ones in Yellow-
knife. There is no 
elected autono-
mous school 
board directing 
Dene, Metis, Inu-
vialuit and Inuit 
education in the 
NWT. There was 
an honest attempt 
to address this in 
the 1980s when 
divisional boards 
were formed but 
no matter what, 

the minister of Education in 
Yellowknife has all the author-
ity under the Education Act. 

Contrast the poor outcomes 
of the NWT education system 
for the past 40 years with the  
achievements of the Mi'kmaq 
people in Nova Scotia. In 
1998, they took control of 
their schools based upon the 
creation of a federal Mi'kmaq 
Education Act.

Before then, only 30 per 
cent of Mi'kmaq students were 
graduating from secondary 
school compared to 94 per 
cent now. They also boast a 91 
per cent average attendance 
rate at their schools. In 2019, 
they signed a new, 10-year 
education agreement worth 

$600 million with the federal 
government.

These are results we in the 
North can only dream about. 
But Indigenous control of 
funding, Indigenous control of 
culture-based curriculum and 
Indigenous responsibility for 
student success has not been 
tried in the North.

Earlier this month, former 
MP Dennis Bevington praised 
Premier Caroline Cochrane 
and her government for open-
ing the door to recognizing 
Indigenous governments as 
equals when it comes to land 
and resource management.

"The GNWT is not the 
higher government. We are 
equal at the table," said Coch-
rane. "That is the message that 
we want to carry forward as 

we continue this work." 
This type of shared respon-

sibility must be extended 
to education of Northern 
Indigenous children. But nei-
ther the Department of Educa-
tion staff nor Team Polytech-
nic can act on their own. 

The changes needed to 
produce Dene, Metis, Inuvi-

aluit and Inuit students for the 
higher education and trades 
training envisioned for the 
polytechnic university can 
only be accomplished by 
firm political leadership and 
determined direction. The 
Indigenous MLAs speaking as 
one, the cabinet listening, the 
Premier acting, all must hap-

pen first.
Otherwise, despite all 

the good that Aurora Col-
lege does, we will add a fifth 
decade of failure in educating 
community children, leaving 
all the jobs on the table for 
southerners cycling  through, 
taking their expertise and 
wealth with them back south.

Education success in the NWT can 
only come with Indigenous control

Northern News Services

From The 
PuBlisher 
Bruce Valpy is the 
publisher and CEO of 
NNSL Media.

Table from Aurora College Foundational Review 

Aurora College's Developmental Studies is largely Adult Basic Education while Health and Human Servi-
ces is a 10-month program that provides students with the academic and personal preparation to enter 
into certificate or diploma programs.

Chris Pedersen photo, courtesy of Cheetah Resources Ltd.

RaRe eaRTh
A Cheetah Resources drill machine drills a core sample from the larger Tardiff 
Zone, which is expected to provide sufficient feed for Nechalacho's targeted 
Stage 2 production from Tardiff's high grade bastnaesite ore zone. The Necha-
lacho Rare Earth Project, southeast of Yellowknife near Thor Lake.
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CommeNTs aNd views From NeWS/NoRTh aNd leTTers To The ediTor

Editorial & opinions

NNSL file photo

Then-Education, Culture and Employment Minister Alfred Moses speaks to a group of Yellowknife students about anti-
bullying at the legislative assembly to mark Pink Shirt Day. 

The most important 
Pink Shirt Day yet

With the advent of cyber-bullying this 
 message is needed more than ever

Pandemic or not, no person 
should be subject to bullying in the 
workplace or in school.

it's a concept that seems so 
simple on the outside but hardly so 
in reality. To promote awareness 
around these issues, for years now 
residents of the NwT have been 
participating in Pink shirt day.

This year, it takes place on Feb-
ruary 24.

The idea is simple, wear pink to 
show you stand against bullying 
within your community. it all start-
ed after two high school students 
in Nova scotia organized a dem-
onstration and handed out pink 
T-shirts in solidarity with a young 
student who was bullied for wear-
ing a pink shirt.

it is an abuse that can go 
unreported, but affects so many 
lives all the same.

There has been a lot of talk 
lately of providing spaces of both 
equality and equity. This means 
providing safe places for people of 
every creed, ethnicity, gender or 
sexual orientation. it starts with our 
schools and spirals out into the rest 
of the North.

The lGBTQ2sia+ community is 
especially aware of these issues, 

and their needs are unique. That 
uniqueness should not be reason 
for fear or provocation for action 
against such a group. That utter 
uniqueness should be celebrated, 
yet so many struggle with mental 
health issues, substance abuse or 
suicide.

The GNwT took action this past 
year and the department of educa-
tion aligned the Territorial schools 
Code of Conduct, the Northwest 
Territories human rights act and 
the Government of the North-
west Territories harassment Free 
and respectful workplace Policy 
with the Guidelines for ensuring 
lGBTQ2s+ equity, safety and inclu-
sion.

The territory also recently had 
its first Black lives matter march 
in the capital in 2020. as another 
marginalized community speak-
ing up against discrimination, it 
is important that people get the 
respect they deserve based on their 
character and not their skin colour. 

February, Black history month, 
should serve as a reminder.

Young people of today not only 
face the prospect of bullying in 
a school environment, but in an 
online setting as well with cyber-
bullying. There is no denying that 
modern life is soaked in time on 
the internet and especially so with 
social media and young people. it's 
almost hard to imagine everyday 
life without at this point and plays 
such a central role in socialization.

That being said, more and more 
studies are showing that social 
media is causing depression in 
young people at an alarming rate 
and part of that has to do with 
online bullying.

with the end of Covid-19 barely 
peaking on the horizon the possibil-
ity of people continuing to work or 
attend school remotely is all too 
real. attending life's events virtually 
may become more commonplace 
even after the pandemic ends, 
opening even more avenues to the 
possibility of bullying.

This negative behaviour must be 
rooted out early in the hearts and 
minds of NwT residents and it all 
starts with our youth.

This Pink shirt day may be the 
most important yet.
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Have you got a 
healthy heart?

What are your favourite winter
 sports and pastimes?

Julianne Fuller
"Watching my son play hockey, and 
skiing on our trails."

Joe cox
"Hockey, because it's fun and I've 
been playing it for a long time."

Marcy cowger
"It's coming to the rink and walking 
on the track."

WE asked you!
with Paul Bickford in Hay River

nwtnewsnorth@nnsl.com

Donna lakusta
"It's probably cross-country skiing. 
We have the best ski trails North of 
60, I think."

February is Heart Month, so I thought I'd 
remind you about the importance of keep-
ing our heart and surrounding blood vessels 
healthy, and how we can reduce our risk of 
heart disease.

My friend Teddy found himself shakily 
climbing up on a stool to change a fluorescent 
light tube. "What am I doing," he thought, "I've 
been on a drunk for over a week and I'd be 
drinking except it's Sunday and the liquor store 
is closed." Whoa.

Once Teddy was able to stand 
up on the stool with help from 
a couple of people, his partner 
Reddy handed Teddy the fluores-
cent tube. They were both shaking 
so much they almost dropped the 
tube.

Teddy inserted the tube into 
the light fixture and a bright light 
started to quickly flash on and off. 
At the same time, Teddy began 
to shake uncontrollably and fell 
off the stool. On the floor, Teddy 
continued to shake violently, and 
Reddy said, "call the ambulance, 
Teddy's having a heart attack." Not 
cool.

When the ambulance arrived, 
Teddy had just stopped shaking 
and was lying on the floor in a 
confused state. The attendants 
informed everyone that Teddy did 
not have a heart attack.

He had a seizure from alcohol 
withdrawal because he stopped drinking after 
being on a drunk for two weeks. Eschia!

Teddy was lucky that he didn't have a heart 
attack, but many people are not so lucky.

In fact, heart disease is the second leading 
cause of death in Canada. It affects 2.4 million 
people or 8 per cent of our adult population.

That means if you're in a meeting with 100 
people, eight of you likely have heart disease 
and your heart is not working properly.

Reduce risk of heart disease
Prevention is key and it starts with know-

ing your lifestyle risk factors which include 
unhealthy weight, unhealthy diet, physical 
inactivity, smoking, stress, and over-use of 
alcohol and drugs.

Nine out of 10 Canadians have at least 
one risk factor and close to 80 per cent of 
premature heart disease and stroke can be pre-
vented through healthy behaviours.

So, what can we do to reduce our risk of 
heart disease, or to help our heart work prop-

erly? Well, we can start by making healthy life-
style choices like quitting smoking and eating a 
healthy and balanced diet.

If you don't know about a healthy diet, find 
out about it. One of the most important deci-
sions you could ever make would be to find out 
about things like reading ingredient labels, how 
much sugar and salt we should eat, and elimin-
ating trans fats.

And don't just find out how to eat healthy; 
actually, eat healthy.

Wanna help your heart even more? Yeah? 
OK, it's also important to get enough 
sleep, monitor our blood pressure and 
cholesterol levels, and get off our butt 
and exercise regularly. Well yaaaaa.

Don't stop there. Say what? You 
mean there's more? Yup. We also 
need to know more about health con-
ditions that can contribute to heart 
disease, like high blood pressure, 
high cholesterol, and diabetes.

Symptoms of heart disease
Many of us have symptoms but 

we don't do anything except wait 
for them to go away. That's very 
dangerous. I ignored weird feelings 
in my chest and shortness of breath 
for months and when I finally had it 
checked out, the arteries to my heart 
were plugged.

Luckily, I did not have a heart 
attack, or my heart could have been 
damaged. I only had to have a stent 
inserted into my artery to allow the 

blood to flow properly. It's like putting a little 
culvert in your artery to keep it open. Whew.

What should we keep an eye out for? 
We're always told about pain, tightness, pres-
sure or discomfort in the chest. But there are 
a lot of other things as well, like shortness of 
breath and pain in the neck, jaw, throat, upper 
abdomen, or back.

And there's more! Other things to watch 
for include fluttering in your chest, a racing 
or slow heartbeat, light-headedness, dizziness, 
and fainting or nearly fainting.

So, there you have it. You found out about 
Teddy, how to reduce the risk of heart disease, 
symptoms of heart disease, and my foolishly 
disregarding my symptoms.

Go ahead, make some changes, but don't try 
to start doing too many things at once, or you 
will likely quit.

Making one small change towards a health-
ier lifestyle can make a big difference. So, 
start with one, then add another change, then 
another, and so on.

Northern News Services

WhEN 
ThE 
hEART
says No
Roy Erasmus Sr. is 
a certified wellness 
counsellor and coach 
who survived heart 
disease.

A heart. Preven-
tion  of heart 
disease and starts 
with knowing your 
lifestyle risk fac-
tors which include 
unhealthy weight, 
unhealthy diet, 
physical inactivity, 
smoking, stress, 
and over-use of 
alcohol and drugs.
Wikimedia commons
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Daniel Jackson is blunt about the 
experience of opening a new motel 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

"Horrible. Horrible. There's no 
business," he said over the phone 
from Fort Good Hope.

He had been trying to open River 
Bend Motel since 
2018 but struggled 
to find funding for 
upgrades to the 
building, which 
had been sitting 
unused since 2014.

"I put too much 
into this building 
to just leave it. I've 
been struggling since 2018 to open. 
I didn't want to give up on it," he 
said.

With some help from Sahtu 
MLA Paulie Chinna, and a lot of 
persistence on his part, approval of 
his business licence finally came in 
August 2020. The following month 
he opened his doors to guests.

River Bend has two one-bed-
room suites and five bachelor suites. 
A basic breakfast is included with 
stays.

Jackson's opening months were 
tough going, with few customers in 
the fall and winter. Pulling the plug 

crossed his mind a few times.
"There was a political gathering 

here in December. They had five 
people stay. That helped me stay 
open to pay my bills. At Christmas, 
I was ready to shut down, and then 
people came into Fort Good Hope 
for the fireworks. So I did a deal: 
fireworks and a New Year's Eve 

gathering. I gave 
everyone a deal of 
$150 a night."

January and 
February have 
been better. About 
25 people have 
stayed at the motel 
so far this year.

"That's how I'm 
staying open now. Different govern-
ment employees are coming in and 
local businesses coming to town. 
I have regular customers. It's been 
going a lot better," Jackson said.

A grant for $20,000 from the 
Department of Industry, Tourism 
and Investment helped him keep 
the lights on. He had to contribute 
$7,000 towards the grant.

Sales of wood to members of the 
Sahtu community have also partly 
helped him keep River Bend open.

"Wood is a hot commodity right 
now. Everyone is looking for wood 
because of the cold."

And it seems grit runs in his 
family.

He didn't want his motel to go 
the way of Jackson's Bed and Break-
fast, which his father Wilfrid ran in 
Fort Good Hope until the Covid-19 
pandemic began.

His father managed to access 
government assistance and plans 
to reopen the bed and breakfast in 
March.

Despite the relative slowness of 
his motel, Jackson is already look-
ing ahead to his next project of 

opening a takeout stand in April.
"I'll put it in one of my empty 

rooms at the motel. Just basic break-
fasts and burger and fries and maybe 
wild meat, if I can get the approv-
als," he said. "I have to renovate it. I 
just want to start something simple."

Northern News Services
Radilih koe/Fort Good hope

Too much effort put into motel to give up, says owner Daniel Jackson

River Bend Motel presses on 
amid pandemic vacancy slump

photo courtesy of Daniel Jackson

Opening River Bend Motel during the Covid-19 pandemic has been challenging but guest num-
bers are slowly increasing, said owner Daniel Jackson, in Fort Good Hope.

business

with Blair McBride

Back
to business



12  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, February 22, 2021

Around the North
if you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

Team Galusha hits the ice
Calgary

The 2021 Scotties Tournament of Hearts is underway inside 
of the bubble at the Markin MacPhail Centre in Calgary and the 
NWT has a familiar face wearing the colours for another year.

Yellowknife's Kerry Galusha and her rink of Shona Barbour, 
Margot Flemming and Jo-Ann Rizzo got their campaign under-
way on Feb. 19 in pool play with a contest against Northern 
Ontario. Their second game came against Team Canada, the 
defending champions, the following afternoon before taking on 
Nova Scotia on Feb. 21.

The foursome will wrap up pool play on Feb. 25 and if they 
do well enough, they will move into the championship pool with 
the hopes of making the semifinal and a chance to win it all.

See the next edition of NWT News/North for the wrap-up.
–James McCarthy

Salt River to meet
on annual budget

Thebacha/Fort Smith
Salt River First Nation (SRFN) will hold a special meeting 

of electors next month to approve its 2021/2022 annual budget.
The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on March 14 at the Com-

munity Hall in the SRFN Business & Conference Centre.
The budget will cover the fiscal year beginning on April 1 

and ending on March 31, 2022.
– Paul Bickford

 Wellness sessions kick off
Tuktoyaktuk

Kitti Hall is serving as a weekly roundtable counselling cen-
tre in Tuktoyaktuk, with the community's counselling program 
hosting sessions every Wednesday from 1 to 3 p.m.

Starting with a talk on healthy relationships Feb. 10, the ses-
sions discuss different wellness topics each week. Attendees are 
welcome to introduce issues they would like to discuss in greater 
detail.

Covid-19 restrictions are in place, so the maximum capacity 
for each session is 25 people. No refreshments are provided, to 
participants are encouraged to bring their own coffee, tea, water 

or snacks.
–Eric Bowling

Get your popcorn ready
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson 

The Fort Simpson Recreation Centre is playing host to the 
second annual Liidlii Kue Film Festival and it all got underway 
on Feb. 21.

Opening day saw two screenings of Elijah and the Rock Crea-
ture and there's a full schedule of films being shown every day 
right up to the end of the festival on Feb. 27.

Tickets are available at Eventbrite under the search term 'Fort 
Simpson' and tickets must be bought in advance; no tickets will 
be sold at the door. Masks are mandatory and there is a strict 
limit of 25 people allowed in for each screening.

–James McCarthy

Gwichya Gwich'in seeking skilled sewer
Tsiigehtchic

A call has been put out for anyone who knows their way 
around a needle and thread to providing sewing instruction for a 
series of upcoming projects.

The projects include making traditional mitts, shoes, canvas 
mukluks and parkas.

Anyone interested in getting involved is asked to call the 
Designated Gwich'in Office at 867-953-3011 or email finance@
gwichyagwichin.ca by Feb. 19 to apply for the job.

–Eric Bowling

Zumba classes begin
at Smith Rec Centre

Thebacha/Fort Smith
The Fort Smith Community and Recreation Centre has begun 

offering Zumba classes.
The classes, which started on Feb. 15, are being offered from 

5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays.
They are open to all levels from beginner to advanced.
The classes are being led by a certified instructor.
More information, including on the cost, is available by con-

tacting the Fort Smith Community and Recreation Centre.

–Paul Bickford

Oral health supplies available for free
Aklavik

All households in Aklavik are invited to collect a free oral 
health care package courtesy of the NWT Health and Social 
Services Authority.

HSS's Oral Health Initiatives Unit is providing free tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, and later in the month, free dental floss for 
every resident of Aklavik. Supplies can be picked up at the Susie 
Husky Health Centre.

Residents are encouraged to pick up as many supplies as their 
household needs. Packages will also be distributed for free dur-
ing medical appointments, prenatal and child wellness clinics, 
healthy family programs and social work visits.

For more information, call the Health Centre at (867) 978-
2516.

–Eric Bowling

Yes, there's something to do 
Hay River 

So what to do when you have no school in Hay River? You go 
to the Hay River Community Centre, that's what.

The community centre is hosting PD Days at the Community 
Centre beginning tomorrow, Feb. 23, with four days of activities 
planned for those aged five and up. The list of activities includes 
a daily swim at the aquatic centre, crafts and games, among 
other things.

Snacks are being provided but lunches must be brought as 
participants will be staying through the lunch hour.

–James McCarthy

Metis Nation offers
harvester training

Thebacha/Fort Smith
The Northwest Territory Metis Nation is holding a course in 

Fort Smith called On the Land Harvester Training.
The training – for novice hunters aged 16 to 30 years – will 

Please see next page
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offer hunting and bush skills from experienced harvesters.
The course began on Feb. 11 and will run to March 31.
The topics covered will include bush safety, camp setup, 

dry meat making, animal skinning, gun safety, land navigation, 
snowmobile skills and safety, meat processing, animal tracking 
and ice safety.

–Paul Bickford

Friends Gathering society opening branch
Tuktoyaktuk

A new non-profit society that recently incorporated in the 
NWT is seeking members in Tuktoyaktuk.

Called Ilannariit Katimaviat, (IKS) or "Friends Gathering," 
the society's mandate is to help provide programs that benefit the 
community, particularly those related to education.

To qualify for membership, applicants must have lived in Tuk-

toyaktuk for at least one year and must be at least 18 years old. 
All applicants will be entered into a draw to win one of two $200 
gift cards from Stantons. The draw date has yet to be announced.

For more information or to fill out an application, visit the 
Tuktoyaktuk Community Corporation Office and speak to IKS 
coordinator Glenna Emaghok or call 867-977-2390.

–Eric Bowling

Schools confirmed for action 
NWT

The annual Traditional Games Championships, hosted by the 
Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT, won't be happening as 
normal as in no gathering for the competition this year.

Instead, each entered school will compete on their own 
against each other in the hopes of getting the best scores. The 
competition opens up on March 1 and teams have until April 
30 to complete the six events being contested. Once a school 
completes its events, they will send their scores in to the Sports 

Circle.
The events this year include stick pull, snowshoe racing, 

snowsnake, one-foot high kick, triple jump and wrist hang. The 
stick pull is being held as a separate event with the other five 
being used as the events to determine the overall school cham-
pions.

This year's championships will feature a total of 19 teams 
competing from 14 communities.

–James McCarthy

Housing authority seeks new member
Thebacha/Fort Smith

The Fort Smith Housing Authority is seeking applications 
from individuals interested in filling one member-at-large pos-
ition on its board of directors.

The term of office will be a minimum of one year.
The closing date for the competition is Feb. 19.

–Paul Bickford

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

SkiiNg By CaNdelighT
Caitlin Church, Angeline Church, Elijah Day and Zandria Blake take a break while skiing the trails for Inuvik Ski Club's Valentine's Day candlelight ski. 

ATNs from previous page
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There have been fewer than five cases 
of severe allergic reactions in the NWT 
to the Moderna vaccine against Covid-19.

At a media update on Feb. 10, Dr. 
Kami Kandola, the chief public health 
officer for the NWT, was asked whether 
there had been any allergic reactions in 
the territory since a vaccination cam-
paign started in late December.

"We have had a few of those allergic 
reactions that are more than just common 
side effects," she said. 

"All those adverse reactions come to 
us for review. But when you look at the 
amount of vaccine we've given – and 
we've given over 13,000 first and second 
doses – they're relatively a small amount 
in terms of really serious allergic reac-
tions."

Kandola said there have been fewer 
than five serious allergic reactions in the 
NWT.

"We haven't had many," she said.
Kandola said it is also possible that 

some reported adverse reactions may not 
be linked to the vaccine, but simply hap-
pening in the same time frame as the 
vaccinations.

Public health reviewing data
"So this is being reviewed by my staff 

and, once we finish the vaccine rollout, 
we can synthesize all these adverse reac-
tions," she said. "But right now it's just 
being reviewed, evaluated and reported 
back to the primary care provider and to 
the Public Health Agency of Canada and 
back to the client whether this is a serious 
enough adverse reaction to warrant not 
getting the second dose."

Kandola said there are other options if 
a person should not get a second dose of 
the Moderna vaccine.

Part of the assessment after an allergic 
reaction would be to consult an allergist, 
because Moderna is not the only Covid-
19 vaccine that's available, she said.

"It uses a particular platform, but there 
are other vaccines that are emerging and 
getting approved shortly that have differ-
ent vaccine platforms that they may not 
be allergic to. It depends on what their 
adverse reaction was and also it depends 
on what the allergist would say, and 
whether we can consider boosting with 
a second dose from a different Covid-19 
vaccine with a different platform."

Kandola said if a person is not eligible 
for a second dose of the Moderna vac-
cine, the first dose does provide protec-
tion after 14 days, but it is unknown how 
long that protection lasts.

Aside from serious allergic reactions, 
Kandola pointed out there are other com-
mon side effects to the Moderna vaccine, 
such as local redness, pain, swelling at 
the site of the injection, and a phenom-
enon called Covid arm involving more 
swelling which disappears by itself.

Other common side effects are head-
aches, chills, fever, muscle or joint pain, 
and extreme tiredness.

'We have had a few of those allergic reactions that are
more than just common side effects,' says Dr. Kandola

Fewer than five adverse 
reactions to Covid vaccine

NNSL file photo

Dr. Kami Kandola, the NWT's chief public health 
officer, says there have been fewer than five cases of 
serious allergic reactions in the NWT to the Moderna 
vaccine against Covid-19.

by Paul Bickford 
Northern News Services

NWT

news
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Inuvik RCMP have not laid 
any charges related to bootleg-
ging largely because there are 
no reports of it.

That's the explanation given 
by acting district commander 
Sgt. Mark Bishop, who was 
asked about the lack of bootleg-
ging charges by Coun. Clarence 
Wood during town council's 
Feb. 8 Committee of the Whole 
meeting.

"In 23 years on council, 
I've only seen two charges for 
bootlegging," said Wood. "I 
fail to believe that there are no 
bootleggers in this town.

"Is it low on the priority list 
or what?"

Bishop said the reason the 
RCMP was not investigating 
reports of bootleggers in the 
community or laying charges 
was very simple – it wasn't 
getting them.

He added that in his last 
posting as district commander 
of the Fort McPherson RCMP, 
the department fielded many 
calls related to illegal alcohol 
sales, so he said he was curious 
what was happening as well.

"I noticed that myself, 
being only here a couple 
months, the bootlegging num-
bers are always zero," said 
Bishop." One thing I have 
noticed since I've been here is 
that we actually don't receive 
any reports of bootlegging.

"In my previous post in 
Fort McPherson we actually 
received complaints and tips, 
whether anonymous or not, 
that we would be able to follow 
up on. But there hasn't been 
any since I've been here in the 
past three months. "

Wood noted the RCMP 
dealt with 82 cases of mis-
chief – including public intoxi-
cation – and noted with one 
liquor store in town with lim-
ited hours it was likely people 
were finding other sources of 
alcohol.

He asked if the RCMP 
would be able to follow up 
on people picked up for pub-
lic intoxication to determine 
where they're getting their 
booze from.

Bishop noted he was aware 
of several individuals who are 
currently banned from the 
liquor store who are seemingly 
still accessing liquor and said 
he would follow up.

"Obviously they're get-
ting it from somewhere," said 
Bishop. 

"I'll do my own research to 
see if anyone has even been 
charged of bootlegging in the 
past few years here, because 
I would be interested to know 
that, and if not, why not.

"I don't know if the focus 
has been other issues, more 
pressing issues whether it's 
drugs, or if it's simply we 
haven't had the reports. Either 
way, I'll look into it."

'Obviously they're getting it 
from somewhere,'  

notes acting commander

Bootleggers going 
unreported: RCMP

Web reporting through 
NWT Crime Stoppers, the 
anonymous tip line used for 
community law enforcement, 
has not worked for several 
months, according to Inuvik's 
acting district commander.

Although the telephone and 
texting services are working, 
Sgt. Mark Bishop told council 
the Inuvik RCMP detachment 
wasn't getting a lot of informa-
tion through those lines either.

"The website is currently not 
taking tips here in the North-
west Territories," said Bishop. 
"I've raised that issue to our 
headquarters. They're working 
on it, but the answer that they 
gave me is it's been down for a 
number of months now."

Bishop was responding 
to an inquiry by Coun. Steve 
Baryluk during town coun-
cil's Feb. 8 committee of the 
whole meeting, where Baryluk 
noted an advertising campaign 

several years prior had led to 
an uptick in reports leading 
to charges against criminals 
within Inuvik, particularly 
drug traffickers.

Inuvik RCMP laid 26 char-
ges in relation to drug traffick-
ing in 2020.

He wondered if a new 
round of public awareness 
campaigning would help 
remind people of the ability to 
report on crime without hav-
ing one's name attached.

"We did posts on the town's 
Facebook page, we had paper 
copies put up on some of the 
bulletin boards, it was a big 
push for a couple of months," 
said Baryluk. "From the reports 
we got after that, there was 
a significant enough increase 
in information flow coming 
in that it led to some charges 
being laid against people."

Baryluk added his own 
household had made use of the 
phone line earlier in the year 
and it connected them to a 
dispatch in British Columbia.

"There was a bit of confu-
sion as to where the number 
sent us to," he said.

Bishop said he was in sup-
port of the idea, but noted the 
lack of a working web-report-
ing tool was a hindrance, as 
that would likely be the most 
frequently used service.

"I think it would be great 
to have another blitz pushing 
Crime Stoppers," said Bishop. 
"I'm trying to put pressure 
on them to fix it, because 
obviously in this day and age 
the website is how a lot of 
people would pass their infor-
mation."

"Crime Stoppers is an 

independent, volunteer-run 
organization maintained by 
the Canadian Crime Stoppers 
Association. A spokesperson for 
the NWT-Nunuvut branch of 
Crime Stoppers, Peter Curran, 
told Inuvik Drum the organ-
ization was no longer affiliated 
with the nwtnutips.com blog 
and was in the process of secur-
ing funds for a new website. 
He added the organization ran 
completely on donations and 
fundraising.

Anonymous tips can still 
be submitted to Crime Stop-
pers by phoning 1-800-222-
8477 or texting "nwtnutips" 
plus your message to 274637."

screenshot courtesy of Canadian Crime Stoppers Association 

The NWT/Nunavut Crime Stoppers website. Inu-
vik's acting district commander says the website 
has not be able to process anonymous tips for 
several months. 

Phone and texting services still in operation but go through dispatch in B.C., says councillor

NWT Crime Stoppers website 
'down for a number of months'

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

NWT

by Eric Bowling 
Northern News Services

Inuvik
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Year three of the Rock The Rings 
youth bonspiel, hosted by NWT 
Curling, was on the ropes due to 
Covid-19 but believe it or not, it hap-
pened at around the same time as it 
did one year ago.

The annual youth event saw a 
total of 15 teams from the capital, 
Hay River and Inuvik hit the ice at 
the Yellowknife Curling Centre Feb. 
11 to 14 for a chance to get in some 
competitive curling and get experi-
ence of what it's like to be in a game 
situation.

The 15 teams competed in three 
age categories – U12, U15 and U20 
– with championship games in each 
division. The U12 champions this 
year are the rink skipped by Jenny 
Murray of Yellowknife as she won 
out in the title contest on Sunday 
afternoon. Not only did Murray and 
company end up with the champion-
ship banner but also finished with a 
unblemished 5-0 record.

The U15 championship flew back 
to Inuvik as Mason MacNeil skipped 
his rink to victory in an all-Inuvik 
final over Kaleb Picek by a score of 
5-2 while the U20 champs are Team 
Naugler of Yellowknife, skipped by 
Adam Naugler, as they beat the rink 

skipped by Cassie Rogers of Yellow-
knife in the final on Sunday, 10-3.

As mentioned, this year's event 
happened around the same time as 
last year's and while the 2020 edition 
managed to sneak in under the wire 
of Covid-19 cancellations, this year's 
was very much up in the air.

Nick Saturnino of Inuvik, NWT 
Curling's president, said the concern 
on the part of the territory's chief 
public health officer was about the 
teams travelling to Yellowknife.

"Fortunately, with the mitiga-
tion standards and the rules we're 
using under Curling Canada and the 
whole structure, we were able to get 
approval," he said.

Even with the worrying about 
travel, there was never any question 
about non-Yellowknife teams mak-
ing the trip, he added.

"I know the Inuvik teams wanted 
to come," he said. "All of the junior 
curlers have been practicing hard all 
year and we were always going to 
come if we got the approval."

Saturnino said this is one of the 
more important events on the curling 
calendar in the NWT and if it didn't 
happen, it would have been a big 
disappointment for the players.

"We're trying to grow this event," 
he said. "In a perfect world, we'll 
have 50 to 60 teams playing in 

this, eventually. Whether we ever 
get there or not is another thing but 
hopefully, we will."

One thing being planned for next 
year is to have everything happen 
at the Multiplex in Yellowknife in 
order to give the players an arena-
like setting, similar to what players 
at the Scotties Tournament of Hearts 

and Tim Hortons Brier experience 
each year.

Saturnino said if it did happen, it 
would probably be at the end of the 
hockey season so as not to disrupt 
any scheduling.

"We're looking at having the curl-
ing set-up in there for a week and 
maybe have an adult event or another 

one of our championships in there at 
the same time," he said. "We're just 
waiting to hear back about costs for 
installation and we'll have a discus-
sion with the city (of Yellowknife) to 
see what the feasibility would be. It 
would give the kids something else 
to look forward to."

by James Mccarthy 
Northern News Services

Somba k'e/Yellowknife

Annual junior bonspiel brings out 15 rinks from three communities
Youth curlers Rock The Rings

James McCarthy/NNSL photo 

Kolsen Church of Inuvik watches his delivery head down the sheet during u15 division action 
of the annual Rock The Rings bonspiel in Yellowknife on Feb. 13.

I missed this last week but still had to 
bring it to your attention because it is one of 
the greatest tackles of a pervert ever caught on 
camera.

Earlier this month, Zane Hawkins was 
accused of peeping onto the window of a house 
in Lake Jackson, Texas. It appeared he was 
trying to zone in on a 15-year-old girl, making 
him a Peeping Tom, the worst kind of dirtbag 
there is. Anyway, the girl's mom found him and 
was waiting for him when he tried to make a 
run for it. It was all caught on a police cruiser's 
dash-cam, giving Phyllis Pena 
the title of best football tackle 
so far in 2021. I mean, it was 
a thing of beauty with perfect 
mechanics and all. As an old 
defensive tackle, a thumbs-up 
from me.

Anyway:

Apologize for what?
Athletes have had some fun with the cham-

pionship trophies of various sports over the 
years. It's what they do. If you heard some of 
the stories involving the Stanley Cup, you'd be 
shocked it was still in one piece.

The Vince Lombardi Trophy is the prize 
which goes to the winners of the Super Bowl; 
this year's champs, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 
had a parade of sorts with a boat flotilla after 
they won the Super Bowl earlier this month. I 
like the idea and many others did as well, espe-
cially Tom Brady who not only joined in on the 
fun but looked like he had a bit too much fun as 
he was carried onto shore by one of his buddies.

But the big story here was how Brady decid-
ed to toss the Vince Lombardi Trophy like a 
football from his boat to another. That didn't go 
down too well with Lorraine Grohs. If you don't 
know who Grohs is, that's OK – no one else did 
until she told the world how offended she was 

about Brady's toss and said it was an offence to 
her family's legacy.

You see, Grohs' father designed the trophy 
and now Grohs, who has earned the moniker 
Karen Lombardi for her outrage, demanded 
Brady issue a public apology not only to her 
family but to silversmiths everywhere. 

You hear that silence? That's what the world 
thinks of Grohs and her demand. 

I take notice that Grohs wasn't too con-
cerned about Rob Gronkowski dented the 
trophy after a stunt in celebration of the New 
England Patriot winning the Super Bowl two 

years ago. He used the trophy 
as a baseball bat and bunted the 
ball. The dent was so obvious 
and where was Grohs then?

Anyway, I think we can all 
agree that the best response to 
Grohs would be similar to what 
Sgt. Hulka said to Pvt. Soyer in 
the movie Stripes:

"Lighten up, Francis."

Who cares about the score?
One of my favourite things to marvel at are 

those groups who try for world records for the 
longest continuous game in a chosen sport. A 
group of curlers in Yellowknife tried to set the 
world record one year for the longest game ever 
played and by the time day three rolled around, 
they didn't even know where the four-foot was.

This story out of Alberta, though, has a 
very happy ending because there's a very good 
chance 40 players just set a new mark in terms 
of game time and raising a helluva lot of money 
in the process.

The group of two-score (a score is 20, by the 
way) took to the ice in Edmonton and began on 
Feb. 4. (Oh, I should add that everyone isolated 
before hitting the ice just in case someone feels 
like tattling on a bunch of people trying to raise 
money for cancer research.) It was all in support 

for the Cross Cancer Institute in the Alberta 
capital, in case I didn't mention it earlier.

It was Team Hope vs. Team Cure when the 
puck dropped. They played. And played. And 
played. And played. And played some more. 
And played a bit more. All in the comfort-
ing temperatures of roughly -26 C on average 
each evening. They finally stopped playing 
on Feb. 15 with Team Hope squeaking out a 
2,649-2,528 decision on the scoreboard but the 
important score is yet to come.

Here are the official stats from the game: 
252-plus hours, 572 volunteer shifts, hundreds 
of pucks shattered because of the cold, most 
amount of blistered feet in a hockey game. 

Simply amazing but the statistic that means the 
most is the tally. As of press time, the game 
raised in excess of $1.84 million and it's still 
climbing.

Guinness World Records had better give this 
the seal of approval. Plain and simple.

And finally …
Good Idea: A group of 40 people coming 

together to set a record and raise a ton of money 
for cancer research.

Bad Idea: That they had to play at all to 
keep up the fight against cancer.

Until next time, folks … Forget cancer.

Tom Brady tossed the Vince Lombardi Trophy?
Northern News Services

SPORTS 
Talk

with James McCarthy SportS Card
Curling

Mason Macneil

cOMMUNITY: INUVIk

Mason MacNeil, seen here practicing his 
throws during a curling match in Decem-
ber. MacNeil led his team to victory at the 
annual Rock the Rings festival in Yellow-
knife this last weekend, finishing first 
overall in the U15 category.

SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation
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