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Bess Ann McKay first got 
involved with Fort Resolution's Dis-
trict Education Authority when her 
daughter was three years old. 

Now, her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren are in the school sys-
tem.  

"When I leave here, they might 
give me a plaque saying I've been 
here too long," she says, laughing.

Over her four decades of occupy-
ing a seat on the DEA and periodic-
ally representing Fort Resolution on 
the South Slave Divisional Education 
Council (SSDEC), including as chair, 
McKay has witnessed – and helped 
propel – many changes.

One of the most satisfying 
developments has been the growth 
in use of local Indigenous language. 
That was a treated as a "back burner" 
item many years ago, she says.

"Students and staff (these days) 
learn to use eight key language phras-
es as a starting point to creating 
greater fluency," McKay says, adding 
that more than 300 children's books 
and Indigenous language dictionaries 
have been published over the years. 
"We get so much feedback how our 
kids are getting so good at their lan-
guage... Oh my goodness gosh, I have 
to say I'm so proud – so, so proud."

Culture week in August, includ-
ing a trip to nearby Mission Island, 
is another annual highlight that she 
speaks of glowingly.  

Then there is literacy – another 
area where McKay and the SSDEC 
place great emphasis, which is pay-
ing off. The SSDEC's Leadership 
for Literacy initiative has boosted 
literacy and numeracy significantly 
– with 73 per cent of students per-
forming at or above grade level in 
math and 67 per cent reaching the 
same milestone in reading as of 
2019-20. That was an increase from 
less than 50 per cent.

"We've improved considerably. 
We achieved our goal, I might as well 
say. Kudos to our team of educators, 
administrators and technical special-
ists for ensuring that our students 
have equitable opportunities for suc-
cess and learning," says McKay.

She also offers praise for the 
Trades Awareness Program, which 
allows students to congregate in Fort 
Smith to be introduced to poten-
tial careers such as welding, carpen-
try, plumbing, cooking and graphic 
design.

"It's so positive and the students 
really enjoy it," she says. 

She's also pleased with the North-
ern Distance Learning Initiative, 
which broadens the range of high 
school programs via video confer-
ence.

More funds desired
Grade extensions, allowing local 

students to graduate high school, 
became a reality in 2000 in Fort 
Resolution. 

"Kids get to stay in the commun-
ity. When they leave to go to another 
community it's not a struggle but it's 
loneliness. Having Grade 12 has been 
such a relief," she says.  

If McKay could immediately 
change anything, it would be more 
money for Deninu School, which she 
refers to as a "beautiful" facility for a 
little over 100 students.

"I feel that we never get enough 

funding for what we want to do to 
educate our kids. It's always a chal-
lenge. We try to lobby the govern-
ment for more flexibility," she says. 
"But you make do... We'll keep on 
going with what we have." 

The sudden emergence of Covid-
19 created significant impacts in 
2020 with the school forced to close 
last spring. A quick shift to home-
learning packages and online lessons 
ensued.

"I'm proud that the SSDEC and 
our DEAs in our schools how met 
the challenge quickly and helped to 
adapt," she says.

One of the key leaders helping 
to craft and guide the pandemic 
changes in the South Slave is super-
intendent Dr. Curtis Brown, who 
has been on the job for more than 
20 years. McKay recalls being a 

member of the committee that hired 
him in 1999.   

"I'm always pushing for what I 
think is right at the divisional board 
level," she says, adding that her board 
is always pleased to share knowledge 
and experience with other boards.  

In her own childhood, school 
wasn't nearly as stimulating at Gran-
din College in Fort Smith. 

"It was a little bit tougher than 
today... what we have today, we didn't 
have back in the day. We've come a 
long way," she says, referring to tech-
nology, and Chromebook laptops in 
particular. But she fondly recalls on-
the-land trips with her parents.  

She continued pushing her own 
boundaries in her adulthood, making 
a foray into local politics and get-
ting elected as Fort Resolution's first 
mayor after the community gained 

hamlet status.
In 2013, she received the Queen 

Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee medal, 
which is awarded to Canadians who 
make significant contributions and 
achievements. 

Four years later, the Aboriginal 
Sport Circle recognized her with a 
Community Builder Award. 

Her passion these days is dog 
mushing, travelling to nearby com-
munities to promote the pastime.  

But helping rewrite the blueprint 
for learning has remained an over-
arching and constant endeavour. 

"It's just phenomenal... I just 
love doing what I do. Education is 
so important," says McKay. "I got 
involved in the South Slave because 
it's important to me that we give our 
kids the best chance at life by pursu-
ing a good education." 

Bess Ann McKay has helped reform education for four decades

A pillar of education 
in the South Slave

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Deninu Kue/Fort Resolution

NNSL file photo

Bess Ann McKay, right, has been helping to guide education in Fort Resolution and the South Slave region for four decades. 
She's also an avid dog musher. She's seen here with Sholto Douglas, left, vice-president of the NWT Dog Sledding Association, 
presenting a framed envelope to K'atlodeeche First Nation Chief April Martel on March 5, 2020. The envelope was carried in the 
Western Arctic Centennial Dogsled Mail Run in 1970 to mark the 100th anniversary of the Northwest Territories joining Confed-
eration.
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This is a momentous year for 
Aurora College's several-year trans-
formation into a degree-granting 
polytechnic university as the single 
largest number of objectives – 44 – 
will be pursued in 2021. 

Of the 106 milestones in the pro-
cess, 26 were completed as of mid-
February, 27 were in progress and 53 
were yet to begin.

One of the pivotal agenda items 
for this year is setting the stage for the 
reintroduction of board governance. 
The Aurora College board of govern-
ors was suspended in June 2017 and 
replaced by an administrator. 

"We need to make sure that the 
incoming board is properly supported, 
that the institution is ready to move 
in a new direction," said Dr. Chris 
Joseph, director of Aurora College 
Transformation with the Department 
of Education, Culture and Employ-
ment.

Many of this year's 44 goals per-
tain to meeting national standards 
and best practices across different 
spheres. 

The progress can be tracked on 
a website that the Department of 
Education created: https://www.ece.
gov.nt.ca/aurora-transformation/en/
transformation-progress-tracker

Joseph said there has been "tre-
mendous progress" made over the past 
year, citing in particular the release 
of a transformation implementation 
plan in October 2020. That document 
sets out 21 integral developments in 
sequence – over three phases – to be 
achieved in the coming years. 

Initial focus areas for polytech-
nic programming were also defined: 
skilled trades and technology; earth 
resources and environmental manage-
ment; Northern health, education and 
community services; and business 
and leadership.

"We're definitely on track to meet 
the government's commitment to 

transform Aurora College into a poly-
technic university... in May 2025," 
Joseph said confidently, acknowledg-
ing that he was reluctant to provide a 
firm date a year earlier.

"A lot of the work that's been 
undertaken over the last 12 months 
has been around understanding what 
we need to do – the order and the 
timing of those critical milestones in 
the transformation process," he said, 
adding that a three-year strategic plan 
running until 2023 also provides a 
foundation and is available to the 
public. 

"There's a lot of work to be done in 
the meantime. There's a lot of collab-
oration that needs to be done between 
our partners and stakeholders, both 
inside the college and outside the col-
lege," he said.

Joseph noted that engagement has 
been ongoing since 2017 with faculty 
and staff, Indigenous governments 
and industry partners. 

The Dene Nation sent Degrees of 
Success a statement in regard to the 
development of the polytechnic uni-
versity. It reads:

"It is important that any develop-
ment of a polytechnic institute in the 
North are Indigenous staffed, led, and 
include education system embedded 
with content that reflects Indigen-
ous values and beliefs. Furthermore, 
supplemented by Indigenous cultures, 
values and content – with little to no 
co-creation or representation. 

"(Last) summer, Denendeh's lead-
ers and educators came together at 
the Dene Nation Education Summit. 
Over the course of the summit, they 
made their voices clear that there is 
an urgent need to reform the educa-
tion system to create long-lasting sys-
temic change. To do this, we require 
Indigenous leadership and representa-
tion embedded within the education 
system itself. 

"The status quo does not serve our 
people, it simply continues to contrib-
ute to the deepening void between 
Indigenous students and non-Indigen-

ous students. The Dene Nation is 
committed to being a true partner in 
the development of the institute dis-
mantle the colonial structures of the 
existing education system, in order to 
give way to a brighter and more pros-
perous future for Indigenous students 

across the NWT."

Coping with Covid
The Covid-19 pandemic has been 

"taxing" for staff and students, but 
it has also shown the resilience of 
Aurora College's three campuses 
and 21 community learning centres, 
Joseph said. 

The immediate need to transition 
to remote learning "almost overnight" 
did temporarily push the polytechnic 
transformation process to the back 
burner, he acknowledged. 

"What we learned is that this insti-

tution has an incredible capacity to 
change, to chart a new course for 
themselves and dedicate themselves 
to basically those core principles of 
student success, excellence in teach-
ing, excellence in research and do it 
in a way that's collegial and unifying 
across the institution, so it was inspir-
ing," said Joseph.

The pandemic has caused delays in 
the reviews of the suspended teacher 
education and social work programs, 
however. 

The location of the polytechnic's 
headquarters – situated in Fort Smith 
for decades – is still not clear. Joseph 
once again committed to three strong 
campuses. He described Fort Smith as 
the "seat of administration," Yellow-
knife as hosting a strong nursing 
program and Inuvik is the site of an 
excellent business program as well as 

cutting-edge research. 
The NWT university will increase 

access to educational programming in 
every NWT community, according to 
Joseph. That will also mean improve-
ments in digital infrastructure and 
an adequate number of staff on the 
ground with the requisite equipment 
and facilities. He wasn't yet prepared 
to trot out numbers associated with 
those objectives, however. 

"We don't want to limit ourselves 
by staffing numbers, by funding for-
mulas at this stage," he said. "That's 
why part of the mantra of the trans-
formation is doing everything in the 
right order at the right time."  

The transformation team within 
the Department of Education amounts 
to nine employees while Aurora Col-
lege has 50 staff seated on four differ-
ent working groups. 

'Definitely on track,' says transformation director; board of governors on the agenda 

Polytechnic plans push forward
by Derek Neary

 Northern News Services
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Aurora College's Yellowknife campus, like those in Fort Smith and Inuvik, is on track to 
become a polytechnic university by May 2025, according to Chris Joseph, director of Aurora 
College Transformation with the Department of Education, Culture and Employment.  
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Behavioural challenges like autism are better understood 
today than in years past, but collaboration between educators 
and parents must happen to best respond to children's needs in 
the classroom and at home, says a former NWT teacher who 
specialized in student behaviour. 

The diagnoses for autism have become very broad, resulting 
in many students being classified as "on the spectrum," Sheila 
Kindred acknowledges. Some of these children bang their 
heads, communicate in non-verbal ways to convey that they are 
bored or hungry, strongly resist changes in routine or fixate on 
certain objects, among many possible traits.  

"No two kids are alike with autism. They're so unique. 
They're lovely children to work with. Some of them are very 
challenging," says Kindred, who attained a master's in science 
in 2014, specializing in autism spectrum disorder and develop-
mental disabilities.

"It's not the label that matters though because even if you use 
strategies for an autistic child the strategies still work for a fetal 
alcohol syndrome child or some of the behavioural challenges 
that we have. So, it's a well-rounded programming that you can 
do for all these kids." 

Some of the common approaches that can be helpful to stu-
dents with behaviour challenges include using scales from one 
to five to gauge how they're feeling, altered numeracy and lit-
eracy strategies to include more visual and hands-on stimulation 
and introducing social stories – visually-oriented tools to break 
down desired behaviour into basic steps, such as taking turns or 
respecting personal space. 

It's also important that educators are consistent in using 
these techniques, according to Kindred, who became the South 
Slave's regional inclusive school coordinator in 2009. 

"We have to find appropriate ways to help those kids be 
successful in school, no matter how long it takes... whatever 
programs have to be used, you just keep with it," she advises.

But she comes back to the need for teamwork.
"Collaboration is so key," she says, but she adds that keeping 

speech-language pathologist and occupational therapist pos-
itions filled has proven to be difficult for the GNWT.

Filling these positions through temporary contracts results in 
regions competing for time and a lack of consistency, she adds.

Kindred took it upon herself to get additional help for the 
South Slave, applying for and being granted $50,000 over two 
years through Autism Speaks Canada. She used that money to 
offer workshop training to parents and classroom support assist-
ants in the region so they could better understand behavioural 
disorders. 

"It was so great because they didn't feel alone after that," she 
recalls. "You really have to reach out and help people. Parents 
need to know these (support) networks and how to access them. 
Parents really need to be aware of what their rights are for their 
kids so they can get what they need. Families really need that 
support for complex needs because it's stressful."

Kindred recalls occasionally receiving emails from 
mothers or fathers who confessed to feeling guilty because 
they couldn't persuade their child to attend school that day. 
"I'm like, 'That's A-OK.' People say that kids need to go to 
school consistently, so they continue with the strategies. That's 
fine and dandy, but we need mental health days ourselves," she 
says. "We need to make it as easy as possible for (parents)."

She and other educators also learn a great deal by listening 
to moms and dads. 

"We kind of had to take a step back and say, parents are 
really the experts on their kids, so we have to take what they're 
guiding us through. We don't know what it's like at home. We 
only have (the students) for six hours a day." 

Kindred didn't begin her teaching career until she was 30 
years old, having studied speech and language pathology, psych-
ology and special education beforehand. Among the courses she 
took was sign language.

For a number of reasons, it took her a decade to achieve her 
bachelor of arts degree. Her story of perseverance is something 
she has shared with others numerous times. 

"I think it's important. That really helped me when I was 
talking to youth and when people were saying, 'I don't know 
what to do with my life. I should just quit school, it's so hard.' I 
would always tell them it took me 10 years to get my bachelor of 
arts degree," she recalls. "Even to other people that were think-
ing of going back to school and saying, 'Well maybe I'm too old 
to do that.' No, you're not too old. Go for it. If it's something you 
want, do it."   

Kindred's first teaching job was in Taloyoak, where she 
worked for five years. 

"I loved it... I only had like 12 kids in my class," she says of 
her kindergarten to Grade 6 students, adding that she gradually 
learned about the Inuit culture. 

She then moved into a program support role before moving 

to Manitoba for a year, Lutsel K'e for a year and then on to Fort 
Smith for almost two decades.  

"I feel that program support teachers are so important. They 
really need to be knowledgeable and to share the knowledge that 
they get," she says, noting that the Department of Education, 
Culture and Employment used to provide a wealth of training 
on student behaviour and teaching strategies. 

"Now I think program support teachers are kind of left on 
their own to do their own PD (professional development)," she 
says. "I think that's a little bit sad." 

She retired to Manitoba in 2020 after 25 years as an educa-

tion professional and an induction into the NWT Education Hall 
of Fame in 2019. 

"It was awesome," she says of the distinction. "Getting minis-
ter's choice was also very good. It all just came together for me. I 
was happy about that. I had some great mentors along the way." 

Although her colleagues miss her, she's happy 
for the new generation teachers that's emerging.  
"Now we've got new blood coming through, which is good too... 
You can't just reiterate the same things you say year after year 
after year."

Parents and teachers of children with behavioural
challenges must work together, says Sheila Kindred 

Collaboration is the key
by Derek Neary
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Sheila Kindred with her husband Darrell at the 2019 NWT Education Hall of Fame ceremony. "It was 
awesome," she says of her induction. "I had some great mentors along the way."
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Jasmine Gordon has ful-
filled a promise she made to 
her grandfather in Inuvik.

"I always told him that I 
would come home and I would 
take care of him," she says. 

That's precisely what she 
did after graduating in 2019 
from Aurora College's four-
year nursing degree program, 
at the Yellowknife campus. 

She's now a registered 
nurse with public health in the 

Beaufort Delta town.
"It's just been really 

rewarding to have people say, 
'Yes, it's so good to see one of 
our people taking care of us. 
It's so good to see an Inuvialuit 
nurse," she says, adding that 
she had imagined herself in 
the health-care field since she 
was a girl. 

Her days are now filled 
with assessing the growth 
and development of local 
infants and administering 
their immunizations. She also 
tracks sexually transmitted 

infections and holds clinics to 
promote wellness for women 
and men and for students 
at school. She also gave flu 
shots during the fall and, more 
recently, vaccinated Inuvik 
residents against Covid-19.

With great support from 
her parents, Gordon graduated 
from high school in White-
horse and did well academic-
ally. 

"My mom always loved 
school and college. She really 
encouraged me. She supported 
me throughout all of my 
schooling," Gordon recalled.

Even so, she had to do 
some upgrading prior to 
entering the nursing program 
at Aurora College. 

Moving on to post-second-
ary studies was more arduous, 
she acknowledged.

"A lot of times I would feel 
like, can I do this? Sometimes 
it feels very overwhelming 
and challenging: the amount 
of readings each week, the 
amount of assignments, the 
clinical hours," she says, add-
ing that she would concentrate 
on getting through one week 
at a time. 

The college environment 
also brought a change in 
atmosphere as students tend 
to be much more focused, she 
says.

"People are there with a 
goal in mind," says Gordon. 
"We all just wanted to see 
each other succeed. Whenever 

one of us was falling a little bit 
behind, we'd always check on 
them and offer support." 

There were also many calls 
with her grandfather in Inuvik.

"Him and I are very close," 
she says. "He would call me 
about twice a week just to 
encourage me and tell me that 
he misses me."

Another key source of 
assistance came in the form of 
financial aid through the Inu-
vialuit Regional Corporation, 
which paid for her schooling.

"Oh my gosh, (it made) 
such a difference," she says. 
"If I were to have any financial 
struggles throughout school, I 
don't know how I would have 
done... it was such a bene-
fit. I'm so grateful to have 
received all of the funding that 
I did to get where I am today." 

She took six years to com-
plete the nursing program 
because she gave birth to two 
daughters during that per-
iod. Her parents, once again, 
played a key role by babysit-
ting the infants while she was 
in class. She devoted much of 
her evenings to her girls and 
her husband helped care for 
their daughters as she buried 
her head in her books again.

"I had a lot of late, late 
nights," she says, adding that 
her children were also a motiv-
ating factor to complete her 
academic pursuits "so that 
they can see that education is 
so important."

She spent several months 
as an intern with the medicine 
unit in Yellowknife before 
returning to Inuvik. That gave 
her experience working with 
patients who suffer from acute 
and chronic illnesses. Overall, 
she says the nursing program 
prepared her well for her job.

"I've never really felt like I 
didn't know what I was doing," 
she says, laughing.

Gordon says she encour-
ages local youth who are con-
templating post-secondary 
studies, especially nursing, to 
approach her with questions.

"I would be so happy to 
provide them the knowledge 
that I know. Hopefully (I'll) 
inspire others to do the same... 
I just want to help people as 
much as I can," she says.

Inuvik nursing graduate reflects on her college success 
Jasmine Gordon comes home to help

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Inuvik

photos courtesy of Jasmine Gordon

Inuvik's Jasmine Gordon, an Aurora College nurs-
ing grad, with her daughters Everlee, wearing a 
stethoscope at left, and Victoria Ruben.

Jasmine Gordon, a registered nurse, says she 
loves taking care of people and she loves her 
community of Inuvik. She graduated from Aurora 
College's four-year nursing degree program.
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Nastania Mullin was pre-
pared for a rigorous four years 
of studies through the Nuna-
vut Law Degree Program.

But he, like all other stu-
dents, wasn't ready for the dis-
ruptions caused by the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

He had to adapt from inten-
sive weekday classes at Nuna-
vut Arctic College to Zoom 
meetings at home while his 
children were running around 
in the background. 

There was enough down-
time during the first Covid 
lockdown in March – late in 
the law program's third year 
– that Mullin was able to 
work on his cabin outside of 
Iqaluit. That isolated structure 
has become a place of ref-
uge for him and his children. 
They're able to make treks 
there and be social-distanced 
from others while enjoying 
nature and books.

That first lockdown also 
scuttled plans for Mullin to 
spend a semester studying in 
Helsinki, Finland.

"That kind of when it first 
kicked in, the magnitude of 
the seriousness of Covid," 
he recalls. "I was extremely 
bummed out because I was 
going to go (to Finland) with 
my kids." 

With the pace of learning 
"substantially disrupted" dur-
ing the pandemic's early days, 

one thing Mullin decided to 
do was to introduce daily rou-
tines in his home to ensure he 
didn't get too far off track. 

"I know we're home but 
we still have to try to create 
routines," he said, adding that 
he approached his studies like 
a full-time job. "Most of the 
work gets done from nine-
to-five and you can manage 
that." 

When the second lock-
down occurred before Christ-
mas, Mullin said it exacer-
bated his feeling of burn-
out as his final exams were 
approaching. He said he has 
had a few reassuring conver-
sations with the director of 
the law program.

"I think it grounded me, 
personally," he says. "Being 
able to bring that to her and 
her fully understanding right 
away gives you a sense of 
motivation and pride to want 
to keep going."

He has also been grateful 
for the sense of camaraderie 
and support among his class-
mates, who have stuck with 
the program at a remarkable 
rate of 92 per cent – as 23 of 
25 students who started the 
program are on the verge of 
finishing it. 

"Although it's been a very 
stressful time, I think we 
kind of lucked out having the 
cohort that we have," Mul-
lin says. "Us students have 
become kind of like a family."

He credits former law pro-

gram director and now deputy 
minister of justice Stephen 
Mansell for influencing him 
to pursue his jurisprudence 
studies and he refers to Bill 
MacKay, Nunavut's former 
deputy minister of justice, as 
his "mentor."

Mullin, who was a mem-
ber of the Government of 
Nunavut's devolution negoti-
ating team prior to beginning 
law school, and his classmates 
will write their final exams in 
April. From there, he is eye-
ing a year of articling with the 
Public Prosecution Service of 
Canada.  

iMprovising  
due to virus 

A lengthy lockdown from 
March to September 2020 
for students and another two-
week lockdown in late Nov-
ember, forced Nunavut Arctic 
College to make numerous 
adjustments. 

Among the measures that 
the college took to ensure 

learning continued were 
offering program materi-
als in a variety of formats, 
including online learning 
and take-home course packs 
and assignments. Laptops 
were purchased and dis-
tributed to all students who 
required one, and USB-
internet devices were given 
to students who needed a 
connection. Wireless hubs 
were installed at campus 
parking lots and in student 
single residences in Iqaluit. 
Phone counselling was made 
available for students during 
lockdown. Online applica-
tions were developed to allow 
students to apply to programs 
remotely.

As well, an online pay-
ment system was established 
so students can pay for tuition, 
books and rent through vir-
tual banking .

Nunavut Arctic College 
has also implemented smaller 
class sizes in numerous pro-
grams for 2020-21 to ensure 

social distancing. This has 
contributed to a decline in 
enrolment but the college 
stated the drop in students 
hasn't been significant. Exact 
figures will not be available 
until the institution's next 
annual report is released to 
the public. 

An extraordinary effort 
was made to ensure that the 
trades program in Rankin 
Inlet continued since students 
were only two weeks away 
from completing national 
exams when the first lock-
down occurred.  

"Given the size of the facil-

ity, the number of students, 
and the health and safety 
protocols in place, the CPHO 
(chief public health officer) 
agreed to let the trades pro-
gram work while the remain-
der of the community (was) in 
lockdown," a statement from 
the college reads.

But the harsh reality of the 
pandemic has been more dif-
ficult to overcome elsewhere. 
In Arviat, the Nunavut com-
munity hit hardest by Covid-
19, the community learning 
centre has been open only to 
essential workers since Jan. 
25.

Nunavut Law Degree Program student adjusts to school in the age of Covid-19

Learning law at the cabin

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Iqaluit

photo courtesy of Nastania Mullin

Nastania Mullin, foreground, who's on the cusp of earning his law degree, takes a photo at his cabin outside of Iqaluit, a place he and his family have been 
spending some downtime during the Covid school year of 2020-21. Also pictured are Mullin's girlfriend Carmen Barrieau, his children Mason Stokes-Mullin, 8, left, 
and Anthony Keenainak, 11, as well as pet dogs Kalla and Biggie. 
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Ben Heming is at ease wielding a hammer, a 
saw or a level.

He's also made himself comfortable compos-
ing lyrics, including about carpentry, a trade 
that may very well be how he makes his living 
in the future.

A Grade 11 student at Inuksuk High School 

in Iqaluit, Heming wrote an award-winning rap 
ode to the trade for Skills Canada Nunavut. He 
then recorded a video to accompany the song. 
The combination recently landed him first prize 
– a new iPhone – in the National Skilled Trade 
and Technology Week Challenge.

Heming had joined the rap club at his school 
to become more proficient.

"I thought it would be cool to incorporate my 
favourite things, carpentry and rap, and put it 

all into a video," he said, adding that the visual 
production was a first for him.  

His exposure to carpentry has come from 
school and at home. In one of his classes, he 
crafted wooden toys for elementary school stu-
dents. He enrolled in wood shop and made ulu 
holders, a coat hangar and a sign for displaying 
a house number, among other projects. 

He also gave his mom a hand building his 
grandmother's deck in Calgary. 

"I foresee it as a potential career. I fell in 
love with it," he said of carpentry, adding that 
he hopes to get a job at a construction site this 
summer. 

Janis Devereaux, executive director of Skills 
Canada Nunavut, was impressed by Heming's 
resourcefulness. 

"I was so excited when I saw that," she said 
of his video entry. "He got, I think, over 8,000 
views on our Facebook page." 

Virtual competitions have become the new 
norm for Skills Canada Nunavut due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The organization has held 
close to a dozen "SkillsNU@Home" challenges. 
Those competitions elicited entries such as Ron-
nie Suluk and his son Wyatt building an iglu 
together.

Skills Canada Nunavut is assessing the 
viability of holding a territorial skills competi-
tion in April via a virtual platform for events 
such as public speaking and job demonstration, 
said Devereaux. Photo and video competitions 
can also be held online or by sending files on 
memory sticks, she noted. 

"It's a new era for everyone, trying to con-
tinue to move forward," she said of the innova-
tive alternatives to in-person contests.

Depending on the status of the pandemic in 
April, there's also a possibility of a showdown 
at Sanatuliqsarvik Nunavut Trades Training 
Centre in Rankin Inlet, where carpentry, plumb-
ing and electrical competitors could face off, 
with public health restrictions observed, said 
Devereaux.

"It may just be students who are currently 
attending the (trades) school in Rankin Inlet 
at that time. I know we a few post-secondary 
students here in Iqaluit that want to compete, 
so we may end up doing that portion of the 
competition here and then just select the winner 
based on the winner between those two events. 
However, if we can, we would happily fly some 
of the students from the (Qikiqtani) region over 
to Rankin Inlet," she said. 

The national skills competition is slated for 
May, but it will be conducted virtually. Last 
year's territorial and national competitions were 

cancelled because of the coronavirus. 
Covid-19 has made a dent in some of Nuna-

vut's after-school skills clubs due to limitations 
on gatherings, but the move online has attracted 
interest from some communities that hadn't 
commonly participated in the past, according 
to Devereaux.

She suggested that schools could incorporate 
some Skills Canada activities in their com-
munication technology or media studies classes, 
allowing activities to take place during school 
hours. In Iqaluit, there are teachers who offer 
clubs based on photography, videography, two-
dimensional animation, carpentry and baking. 

Skills Canada Nunavut moves many 
competitions online as pandemic

limits capacity for in-person events 

Virtual skills take on greater merit

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Iqaluit

images courtesy of Ben Heming/Skills Canada Nunavut

Iqaluit high school student Ben Heming wrote a rap song about carpentry for 
Skills Canada Nunavut and created a related video. His efforts earned him first 
place in Skills Canada's National Skilled Trade and Technology Week Challenge 
and he won a new iPhone. 

'i'M a Carpenter' lyriCs
by Ben Heming

I'm a carpenter, 
I build in your community, 
I went to trade school,
And not a university

I work on different job sites, 
Days filled with diversity,
I'm a carpenter, 
I'll overcome adversity,

I'm a carpenter, 
I'm hammering the wood,
I'm making lots of money, 
And I bet you wish you could

I'm red seal, 
You know that it be good,
A house on metal pilings, 
Yeah, that's how it stood

Nails and screws, 
Wood and glues,
Holding it all together, 
Housing all of yous

Building houses, high rises, 
different views,
It's up to carpenters, 
To work with all the crews

The doctors, the lawyers, 
They really think they're neat,
But without me, 
They be cold out on the street

Some think we less important, 
They think they got us beat,
Carpenters are amazing,
Damn, they are sweet.
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Over her 37 years of teaching, Lena Metuq 
has witnessed the growing strength of Inuit 
culture and language in Pangnirtung's schools.

The evolution is even more dramatic when 
she hearkens back to her days as a young 
student.

"They're more equal now. They have the 
same merit," she says of 
Inuktitut and English 
as the basis for class-
room lessons. "When I 
went to school, I wasn't 
supposed to speak in 
Inuktitut. That's col-
onialism, and not 
any of our culture or 
language was in the 
school... We're striving 
to be a bilingual school 
(now)... with IQ (Inuit 
qaujimajatuqangit or 
traditional knowledge) 
as the basis for what 
we do." 

Metuq is pleased 
with increasing Inuk-
titut resources – such 
as series of books in 
the Inuit language – but 
there is still a need for 
corresponding training 
to ensure teachers can 
make optimal use of 
those tools, she says. 

"We are having to shift the old way of 
teaching Inuktitut, which was very phonetic. 
Now it's more looking at what the child knows 
and building on it. That has been the paradigm 
shift of thinking," she says. 

Pangnirtung has a strong language base 
upon which to expand, according to Metuq.

"People believe in the (Inuktitut) language 
and people are still practising the language," 
she says of her community.  

At Alookie Elementary School, Elders paid 
visits on multiple occasions in January to 
teach children Inuit games, string games and 
bone games and to tell stories. The Elders 
showed the youngsters how to skin seals, eat 
them and make clothes from their skins. They 
also taught the children how to safely gather 
river ice for water and how to make use of 
soapstone.

"It's very important that the school has 

Elders in. (The students) all learn something 
from Inuit culture by observing, by trying 
hands-on activities, by listening to Elders," 
Metuq says. "We have to strive for (students) 
to have the best understanding of where they 
come from... In the 21st century, you have to 
be an Inuk who's able to stand with both feet 
in two cultures that you've seen and live in. 
What we do is very important as to helping the 
child become an able person... because there's 

been a lot of colonial-
ism – it's had an effect 
on Inuit." 

expanding her 
skills

Metuq got her start 
as an education pro-
fessional as a special 
needs assistant and 
then became a class-
room assistant. After a 
few years, she enrolled 
in the Northern and 
Native Teaching pro-
gram in 1985-86 to 
earn her teaching cer-
tificate in Iqaluit.

She returned to 
Pangnirtung to teach at 
the elementary school. 

She later took on a 
role as a program sup-
port teacher for a few 
years and then settled 
in as co-principal at 
Attagoyuk Ilisavik, the 

high school, for a stretch.
She went back to school again in 1995 to 

attain her bachelor of education degree.
With her teaching degree under her belt, 

she began working at Attagoyuk Ilisavik with 
a mission to increase Inuit qaujimajatuqangit 
in the curriculum. She also examined ways to 
improve the instruction of Inuktitut, particu-
larly in language arts.

By 2006, she was ready to augment her 
own learning once again. Metuq was one 
of 21 Inuit teachers who formed the first 
group of Nunavut masters of education stu-
dents through the University of Prince Edward 
Island, graduating in 2009. 

Transitioning from teacher to pupil and 
back again so many times over the years to 
broaden her expertise has paid off for Metuq.  

"It's also to help me grow... to attain more, 
learn more things so I'm able to have more 

skills to help my community, to help my fellow 
Inuit," she says.   

She's always happy when youth are eager 
to get to the on-the-land camps to learn trad-
itional skills.

She adds that she gets a sense of joy from 
watching kindergarten students advance all 

the way to high school graduation. One local 
graduate became a pilot. Another came back 
to the school as a teacher. Others have acted 
as guides during the spring camp since they 
became accomplished harvesters.

"Those kinds of things really stand out in 
my mind," says Metuq. 

'You have to be an Inuk who's able to stand with both feet in two cultures': Lena Metuq 

Bringing Inuit language and 
culture into the classroom

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Pangnirtung

photos courtesy of Lena Metuq

Lena Metuq stands proudly with her fellow education staff members at Alookie School in Pangnirtung. From left, Lynn Kilbuk, Sheepa Nowyook, Lena Nowdlak, 
Tasha Sterling, Margaret Panipak, Lena Metuq, Rosie Joamie, Anne Daniel, Pia Qaqqasiq, Kristin Mike, Rosemary Akulukjuk, Licia Etooangat and Cameron Fehr. 

"We are having to shift the old way 
of teaching Inuktitut, which was 
very phonetic, now it's more looking 
at what the child knows and build-
ing on it. That has been the para-
digm shift of thinking," says Lena 
Metuq, a teacher in Pangnirtung 
for 37 years.
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Covid-19 has had a profound 
impact on education. Nowhere has 
the effect been more acute than Arvi-
at, where two outbreaks of the virus 
have occurred.

The community's three schools 
have not been open since November, 
and that followed a lengthy territory-
wide closure of schools from mid-
March 2020 through fall.  

MLA John Main said he has 
heard "a lot of concerns" from par-
ents and school staff.   

"The parents' concerns relate to 
the fact that children are not getting 
the education they require and per-
haps they have lost some educational 
hours," Main said to his colleagues 
in the legislative assembly on Feb. 
24 via livestream from Arviat. The 
community had declared a state of 
emergency during an outbreak of the 
virus, preventing Main – and every-
one else – from travelling. 

In a statement to Degrees of Suc-
cess, the Department of Education 
described the pandemic as "disrupt-
ive and challenging" to learning. The 
department acknowledged there will 
be some repercussions from the rapid 
adjustment to remote learning, but 
the extent remains unclear. 

"Jurisdictions across the country 
are wrestling with the question of 
how to address learning loss for stu-
dents in these uncertain times," the 
statement reads. "Due to decreased 
face-to-face instruction and the chal-
lenges of remote learning, learn-
ing loss will likely occur; however, 

teachers are accustomed to working 
with students to identify gaps in 
learning and differentiating instruc-
tion to address those gaps. The value 
of student-teacher engagement and 
socialization at the school level is 
very important to student success."

The coursework and learning 
packages that students take home, 
once completed, are assessed by 
teachers. However, essential com-
ponents for success under these cir-
cumstances include positive collab-
oration among schools, homes and 
the broader community, according to 
the Department of Education. 

The department has developed 
a guide for parents and guardians 
– Caring for Our Children and Our-
selves During Covid-19 – that details 
what remote learning comprises and 
how they can support their children's 
education at home. The guide also 
addresses stress management and 
how to maintain healthy routines 
during these "unprecedented times." 

Remote-learning resources have 
also been created for educators, such 
as a Recovery Learning Framework 
for School Leaders.

Education Minister David 
Joanasie outlined some other steps 
his department has taken, such as the 
purchase of 5,000 laptops and tablets 
to aid remote learning. As of late 
February, 2,300 of those electronic 
devices had been received and the 
remainder were expected to arrive by 
mid-March. 

"Although computers have been 
distributed, not all students will have 
access," Joanasie admitted. "How-
ever, on an ongoing or daily basis... 

our teachers have to get back (to) 
their students with how their remote 
education is going. Some homes, 
however, don't necessarily have 
phones and it has been difficult in 
the area of communication."

Based on what is happening in 
other provinces and territories, the 
education minister said the Govern-
ment of Nunavut has "presented the 
option" for Grade 12 students to have 
a choice whether to write depart-
mental exams.

Approached about whether it 
would be in some students' best 
interest to repeat grades, Main told 
Degrees of Success that this is a 

conversation best left to parents and 
teachers.  

Main asked Joanasie whether 
there had been any transmission of 
the coronavirus within Arviat's three 
schools.

The education minister replied, "I 
can state that we did have staff that 
were impacted by Covid and I'm not 
aware of whether or not transmission 
occurred within the schools."

The Department of Education 
alluded to assistance that educators 
from other communities provided to 
Arviat school staff.

"A collective effort has been made 
to support the Arviat learning com-

munity. Colleagues have supported 
their fellow teachers by covering off 
classes where necessary," the depart-
ment stated. "Educators and depart-
mental staff in other regions have 
shared or created learning packages 
for Arviat students whose teacher 
may be ill. It has truly been a shared 
responsibility for the well-being of 
Arviat students, as well as other 
students in the territory who may be 
impacted by Covid-19 school clos-
ures."

The chair of the Arviat District 
Education Authority did not respond 
to multiple requests for comment for 
this article. 

Nunavut's Department of Education improvises as schools endure shutdowns
Countering Covid's impacts on education 

by Derek Neary
 Northern News Services

Arviat

eanoee/Wikimedia Commons photo

Since November, there have been no classroom lessons at John Arnalukjuak School in Arviat 
– or at either of the community's two other schools. Outbreaks of Covid-19 have had prolonged 
impacts on the community and consequences for students' education are uncertain.
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Students grapple with paying a bevy of 
costs – things like tuition, books, accommoda-
tions and money for food while not working – 
while getting the education they need to chase 
their dream occupations.

Below is a road map to potential financial 
aid for students with aspirations to enter uni-
versity, college or the trades. Those interested 
in applying should contact the organizations 
offering the awards to get additional details.

nwt
UNW – Josie Gould Scholarships
Value: $3,000 full-time/$1,000 part-time
Available: 8 full-time/6 part-time
Organization: Union of Northern Workers
Eligibility: UNW members and their relatives 
are eligible to apply. 
Deadline: June 29

Marion Slaven Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
Value: up to $1,500
Available: Varies
Organization: Yellowknife Royal Purple 
#143
Eligibility: Applicants must be Canadian 
citizens or a landed immigrant and a resident 
of Yellowknife, Ndilo, Dettah, Behchoko 
or the Ingraham Trail and enrolled in a 
recognized post-secondary nursing or medical 
program. Applicants above the age of 25 must 
be members in good standing of either the 
Yellowknife Elks Lodge #314 or Yellowknife 
Royal Purple #143.

Deadline: August 15

Smitty Muyers Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
Value: up to $1,500
Available: Varies
Organization: Yellowknife Elks Lodge #314
Eligibility: Applicants must be Canadian 
citizens or a landed immigrant and a resident 
of Yellowknife, Ndilo, Dettah, Behchoko 
or the Ingraham Trail and enrolled in a 
recognized post-secondary institution.
Applicants above the age of 25 must be mem-
bers of good standing in either the Yellow-
knife Elks Lodge #314 or Yellowknife Royal 
Purple #143.
Deadline: August 15

Northwest Territories Power Corporation 
Scholarship
Value: $1,000
Available: One per community that the 
power corp. services
Organization: NT Power Corporation
Eligibility: Applicants must be high school 
graduates of the NWT and enrolled in a post-
secondary institution.
Deadline: Contact the power corp. 

KeTe Whii/Procon Joint Venture 
Scholarship
Value: TBA
Available: TBA
Organization: KeTe Whii and Procon Joint-
Venture
Eligibility: Applicants must be beneficiaries 
of the Lutsel K'e Dene Band, Tlicho 

Government or the Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation and be enrolled full time in a post-
secondary educational institution.

Money is available across the North to help students achieve success

Scholarships for the year ahead

 Northern News Services

photo courtesy of YKCF

Rob Butler and Tannis Hushagen established the Butler-Hushagen Health Education Fund through the Yellowknife Community Foundation in February.

Continued on next page
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Deadline: Contact Det'on Cho Management 
LP

Dr. Pierre Lessard Education Award
Value: $2,000
Available: Varies
Organization: Stanton Territorial Health 
Authority
Eligibility: The award is for health-care 
professionals who have lived and practised 
in the NWT for a minimum of three years 
and intend to return to the North to continue 
to work after completing studies, with a 
preference given to study in obstetrics/
gynecology.
Deadline: December 

Don Jossa Architectural Scholarship 
Award 
Value: $1,500
Available: Up to three
Organization: NWT Association of 
Architects  
Eligibility: NWT high school graduates, or 
students in their final year of high school, 
who have a minimum of four years of 
schooling in the NWT and will be pursuing 
architectural studies in a field related to 
architecture.  
Deadline: May 1

Linda Gray Memorial Award 
Value: $500
Available: Two
Organization: The Tree of Peace Friendship 
Centre
Eligibility: Applicants must be Indigenous 
residents of Yellowknife, Dettah or Ndilo and 
attending a post-secondary institution in the 
fall.
Deadline: June

Royal Canadian Legion Alberta-NWT 
Command Bursary
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Royal Canadian Legion
Eligibility: For any person "who is serving or 
has honorably served," or their dependents. 
Based on financial need and satisfactory 
academic achievement.
Deadline: March 15

Sport North Scholarship
Value: $1,000 to $1,500
Available: Multiple
Organization: Sport North
Eligibility: Applicants must have either 
completed one year of school in the NWT 
or be a mature student who has lived in the 
NWT for five years, have shown commitment 
to the development of sport and have 
completed the first year of post-secondary 
education in the field of education, sport, 

administration, recreation or sport sciences.
Deadline: Aug. 15

Akaitcho Territory Government 
Scholarships
Value: $1,000
Available: 10
Organization: Akaitcho Territory 
Government
Eligibility: Applicants must be Dene First 
Nation Treaty 8 members of Lutsel K'e, 
Deninu Kue, Yellowknife or Smith's Landing 
and enrolled in full-time studies at an 
approved post-secondary institution.
Deadline: September

Marilyn Sanderson Memorial  
Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Akaitcho Territory 
Government
Eligibility: Applicants must be a Dene First 
nation Treaty 8 member registered to the 
five Akaitcho Dene First Nations, pursuing 
post-secondary education or training within 
the First Nation in business management or 
accounting and intending to return to the 
First Nation community for employment.
Deadline: September

Bessie Silcox Scholarship for Dene 
Students

Value: $500
Available: One
Organization: Dene Nation
Eligibility: Applicants must be Dene students 
enrolled in post-secondary education 
and pursuing a career in business and 
administration, education or social services.
Deadline: Open year-round

Chief George Kodakin Environment 
Scholarship
Value: $500
Available: Two
Organization: Dene Nation
Eligibility: Applicants must be of Dene 
descent and enrolled in a post-secondary 
education program in the science, 
environment or resource management fields.
Deadline: Open year-round

Danny Bodvarson Scholarship 
Value: $1,500
Available: One
Organization: NWT Aboriginal Golf 
Association
Eligibility: Applicants must be aboriginal 
NWT residents enrolled in post-secondary 
education, pursue excellence in sport and 
enjoy and promote music.
Deadline: Oct. 31

Continued from previous page

Continued on next page
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Dehcho Divisional Education Council 
Scholarships
Value: $1,000
Available: Five
Organization: Dehcho Divisional Education 
Council
Eligibility: Applicants must have lived in 
the Deh Cho region and attended a Deh Cho 
school. They must be enrolled in a full-time 
post-secondary education program.
Deadline: Open year-round

Stephen Hamilton Rowan Memorial 
Scholarship
Value: $1,000
Available: Varies depending on funding
Organization: Dehcho Divisional Education 
Council
Eligibility: Applicants must have attended a 
Deh Cho school and be enrolled in a post-
secondary program. 
Deadline: January 

Dehcho First Nation Annual Scholarships
Value: $1,000 to $2,000
Available: Multiple 
Organization: Dehcho First Nation
Eligibility: Applicants must be Dehcho First 
Nation members pursuing education in Dene 
traditional knowledge, Indigenous language, 
Indigenous governance, athletics, business, 
early childhood education, engineering, 
computer science, fine arts/performing arts, 
medicine, short-term courses, social work, 
teaching and open/general studies.
Deadline: July 31

Phoebe Nahanni Memorial Scholarship 
Value: $12,000 (multi-year)
Available: One
Organization: Dehcho First Nation
Eligibility: Applicants must be Dehcho Dene 
descendants pursuing a doctorate, masters or 
undergraduate degree in the natural sciences, 
law or political science. 
Deadline: July 31

Mary Cazon Memorial Award
Value: $3,000 
Available: Two
Organization: Dehcho First Nation 
Eligibility: Awarded annually to two Dehcho 
Dene post-secondary students pursuing 
studies in environmental sciences, health and 
wellness and/or naturopathy.
Deadline: July 31

Mitch Landry (Corbeau) Memorial Award
Value: $3,000 
Available: Two
Organization: Dehcho First Nation
Eligibility: Awarded annually to two Dehcho 
Dene post-secondary students pursuing 
studies in environment and resource 
management, humanities/social sciences, 
aboriginal languages and/or linguistics.
Deadline: July 31

Albertine Rodh Memorial Award
Value: $3,000 
Available: Two 
Organization: Dehcho First Nation
Eligibility: Awarded annually to two Dehcho 
Dene post-secondary students pursuing 
studies in native studies, women/gender 
studies, political science and/or education.
Deadline: July 31

Leo Norwegian Memorial Scholarship
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Dehcho Land Use Planning 
Committee
Eligibility: Intended for a resident of the 
Deh Cho region who is enrolled in a post-
secondary program that will further their 
studies and experience in environmental 
science, land use planning, geography, natural 
resource management or a related field. 
Deadline: Aug. 31

Tlicho Our Nation's Education (ONE) 
Financial Support Program
Value: Varies
Available: Numerous
Organization: Tlicho Government 
Eligibility: This program provides "top up" 
funding to full-time Tlicho citizens in post-
secondary programs.  

Deadline: Open year-round with payments 
made at the end of each month

Madelaine Nickerson Artisan and Arts 
Scholarship
Value: $500
Available: Two
Organization: Family of Madelaine 
Nickerson
Eligibility: Tlicho citizen enrolled in a post-
secondary artisan or artist program.
Deadline: Contact the Tlicho Government 

MSS Ltd. Nursing Bursary
Value: $1,500
Available: Two
Organization: MSS Ltd.
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled in 
the NWT Nursing program through Aurora 
College.
Deadline: August 15

Norman Wells Operations Sahtu 
Indigenous Scholarship
Value: $3,500 per year for college or 
technical school; $4,500 per year for 
university 
Available: Varies
Organization: Imperial Oil Resources
Eligibility: Applicants must be Sahtu bene-
ficiaries and must be registered in full-time 
studies. Enrolment in a discipline relevant to 
the oil and gas industry at a recognized edu-
cational institution is considered a priority.
Deadline: Aug. 31

Sahtu Renewable Resources Board 
Scholarships
Value: $2,000 for first year, $2,500 for 
second year, $3,500 for third and fourth year, 
$5,000 for graduate studies
Available: Ongoing
Organization: Sahtu Renewable Resources 
Board
Eligibility: Applicants must be Sahtu Dene or 
Metis or an NWT resident who completed at 
least two years of their high school education 
in the Sahtu Settlement Area. Applicants 
must also be enrolled in a full-time post-
secondary program with an average of 70 per 
cent of higher in the last year of study.
Deadline: Open year-round

The Association of Mackenzie Mountains 
Outfitters Scholarship
Value: $2,500
Available: Up to four 
Organization: The Association of Mackenzie 
Mountains Outfitters
Eligibility: Applicants must be from 
Mackenzie Valley communities and enrolled 
in post-secondary studies pertaining to 
wildlife management, aviation or as a guide. 
Applicants enrolled in a certified guide 
school or in the aviation industry will also be 
considered.
Deadline: May 31 

Aurora College Board of Governors 
Student Leadership Award
Value: $300
Available: Three (one for each of Aurora 
College's campuses)
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled 
at Aurora College and are assessed on the 
impact they have had on their peers and the 
school.
Deadline: Feb. 28

Diavik Diamond Mines Inc. Scholarship 
for Aurora College Students
Value: $1,000
Available: Two
Eligibility: Applicants must be residents of 
the NWT and be enrolled in at least four 
courses in the first or second year of a two-
year Aurora College program and have 
maintained an average of 70 per cent or 
higher.
Deadline: Oct. 15

Enbridge Pipelines (NW) Inc. Aurora 
College Bursaries 
Value: $1,000
Available: Two
Organization: Enbridge Pipelines (NW) Inc.
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled full-
time in an Aurora College diploma program, 
entering their second or subsequent year and 
demonstrate academic improvement.

Deadline: Nov. 8

ONE Student Financial Support Program
Value: "Top up" funding for post-secondary 
students 
Available: Varies
Organization: Tlicho Community Services 
Agency 
Eligibility: For Tlicho citizens attending an 
approved full-time program at a designated 
post-secondary institution. 
Deadline: Year round 
 
Helen Parker Bursary in Social Work 
Value: Up to $5,000 yearly 
Available: Varies 
Organization: The Muttart Foundation
Eligibility: Must be registered in the second 
year of the Aurora College social work pro-
gram and an NWT resident for at least two 
years. 
Deadline: Oct. 15

ATCO Continuous Academic Effort 
Scholarships
Value: $1,000 
Availability: Five 
Organization: ATCO
Eligibility: Students must be enrolled 
full-time in adult learning basic education 
(ALBE) program at Aurora Campus or 
regional community learning centres in the 
Sahtu and Beaufort Delta.
Deadline: March 30, 2020

ATCO Developmental Studies Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: Five
Organization: ATCO

Eligibility: Students enrolled in a full-time 
developmental studies – adult literacy basic 
education program or access – at Aurora 
Campus or regional community learning 
centres in the Sahtu and Beaufort Delta. 
Deadline: March 30, 2020

Canada Post bursaries
Value: Varies
Available: Varies 
Organization: Canada Post 
Eligibility: Established to encourage 
aboriginal students enrolled in diploma 
programs in management studies at Aurora 
College and Nunavut Arctic College. The 
bursaries are administered and presented 
by the colleges on behalf of Canada Post. 
Applicants must be of NWT aboriginal 
ancestry, enrolled in the second year of 
study at one of the Northern colleges and 
demonstrate excellence in the first year of 
study. To apply, students must submit a brief 
biography and an official transcript from their 
first year along with references.
Deadline: Aug. 31

Town of Inuvik Scholarship
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Town of Inuvik
Eligibility: Must be enrolled full-time in 
Aurora College's office administration 
certificate program, Aurora campus. 
Preference may be given to an applicant from 
Inuvik.
Deadline: Contact the Town of Inuvik office

Continued on next page

Continued from previous page

photo courtesy of NWT Tourism

Brent Villeneuve of Fort Simpson was a recipient of a $1,500 NWT Tourism 
scholarship in 2020.
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Indigenous Language Revitalization 
Scholarship
Value: $5,000
Available: Multiple
Organization: Department of Education 
Culture and Employment
Eligibility: NWT students participating in 
certificate, diploma or degree programs 
with a direct focus in Indigenous Language 
Revitalization studies.
Deadline: Nov. 1

Early Childhood Scholarship
Value: $5,000
Available: Multiple
Organization: Department of Education, 
Culture and Employment 
Eligibility: NWT students in full-time college 
and/or university students attending southern 
accredited post-secondary institutions to 
complete diploma or degree programs with a 
direct focus in early childhood development 
studies.
Deadline: Consult the department

Graeme Garson Scholarship
Value: Up to $20,000
Available: Varies
Organization: NWT Law Foundation
Eligibility: Offered to NWT students 
attending law school with debt reduction 
or income supplementation when they 
return to the territory to work. Students can 
receive $2,000 per year for three years while 
attending law school and $7,000 per year 
after returning to the territory to work for 
two years. Applicants should be residents of 
the NWT for at least three years, attended 
a secondary school in the NWT and intend 
to return to the NWT after completing their 
education. 
Deadline: May 15

John U. Bayly Q.C. Memorial Fund
Value: $1,000 
Available: One 
Organization: NWT Law Foundation  
Eligibility: Must be a resident member in 

good standing of the NWT bar and seeking 
to upgrade mediation skills. 
Deadline: Dec. 31

NWT Tourism Scholarship
Value: $1,500           
Available: One
Organization: Northwest Territories Tourism
Eligibility: Awarded to a qualified NWT 
student attending a post-secondary institution 
in an accredited tourism and hospitality 
program. There may be changes made to this 
scholarship in the spring.
Deadline: July 26

NWTSPCA Scholarship 
Value: $500
Available: One
Organization: NWTSPCA
Eligibility: Meant to reward those who 
dedicate their spare time to the betterment 
of animals. Applicants must be a high school 
graduate, planning to attend a post-secondary 
educational institution in a program relating 
to the betterment of animals, have some 
involvement in the community and have 
average academic standing.
Deadline: June 30

Bursary for Post-Secondary Studies in 
French
Value: $1,000 per semester, to a maximum of 
$2,000 per school year
Available: Multiple
Organization: Department of Education, 
Culture and Employment
Eligibility: For NWT students, 25 years and 
under, who are doing their post-secondary 
studies in French in a Canadian institution.
Deadline: Varies by semester

Saint Patrick's Parish Scholarships
Value: $500
Available: Four
Organization: St. Patrick's Parish
Eligibility: Grade 12 Catholic students 
from St. Patrick's High School and Sir John 

Continued on next page
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photo courtesy of NWT Tourism

Fort Simpson's Cydney Nahanni-Kwasney accepts her 2020 NWT Tourism 
scholarship, in the amount of $1,500, from Liza McPherson, a member of the 
NWT Tourism board of directors.
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Franklin High School who are attending a 
post-secondary institution within 15 months 
of graduation. Students must have made 
a contribution to the St. Patrick's Parish 
community in Yellowknife during their high 
school years including: attending Mass or 
other church celebrations, participation in 
ministry, church functions or celebrations, or 
assisted with the flea market. Students must 
write an essay on one of five predetermined 
topics.
Deadline: June 18

IDC scholarships
Value: Up to $1,000
Available: Two
Organization: Inuvialuit Development 
Corporation 
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled 
in a business, education, health or science 
program. 
Deadline: Contact the IDC

Frederick Lawrence (Larry) Gordon IDC 
Scholarship
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Inuvialuit Development 
Corporation 
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled in an 
education program.
Deadline: Contact the IDC
 
BP Canada Energy Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation 
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled in a 
field supporting the oil and gas sector.  
Deadline: Contact the IRC
 
Nelson Green/Joint Secretariat Memorial 
scholarships 
Value: Up to $1,000 
Available: Two 
Organization: Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation  
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled in the 
field of environmental science, policy or law. 
Deadline: Contact the IRC

Aklak Air and Canadian Helicopters 
Aviation scholarship 
Value: Up to $2,000 
Available: One
Organization: Inuvialuit Education 
Foundation  
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled in 

the field of Aviation Mechanics, Commercial 
Aviation Piloting, Aviation Management or 
other aviation related careers. 
Deadline: Contact the IEF
 
Roy "Bunker" Wilson scholarship
Value: $1,000 
Available: One
Organization: Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation 
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled in 
a program that would positively impact the 
community through volunteering, committee 
involvement or through a work opportunity. 
Deadline: Contact the IRC

Aboriginal Sport Circle of the NWT 
Scholarships
Value: $1,000-$3,000
Available: Multiple 
Organization: Aboriginal Sport Circle of the 
NWT 
Eligibility: For Indigenous NWT students 
who are pursuing a post-secondary education 
related to sport, recreation, culture or 
specifically surrounding indigenous people 
at a second-year level or higher. Preference 
is given to students pursuing kinesiology, 
physical education, recreation, sport 
administration business (related to or a 
minor in sport/recreation, Indigenous studies, 
education focused on bettering the lives of 
Indigenous people 
Deadline: Aug. 31

Andy Carpenter Scholarship 
Value: $1,000 
Available: Two  
Organization: Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation  
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled in a 
program which involves the environmental 
field. 
Deadline: Contact the IRC
Deadline: Aug. 31

Adolf Duesterhus Fund
Value: $5,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Scholarships awarded to two-
year residents of Yellowknife pursuing post-
secondary studies in Science, Technology, 
Engineering or Mathematics (STEM), and 
who have plans to return to the North upon 
completion of their studies.
Deadline: May 15

Alice and Randy Daniels Music
Value: $2,000

Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Scholarships may be awarded 
to individuals involved in studying music 
as a full time post-secondary student at an 
approved post-secondary institution. The 
study of music may be in performance, song 
writing, or music production.  
Deadline: May 15

Aurora College Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Applicants must be registered in 
a second or subsequent year of study at the 
Yellowknife/North Slave Aurora College 
campus and resided in Yellowknife for at 
least three years prior to application.
Deadline: May 15

Butler-Hushagen Health Education Fund
Value: $2,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Scholarships will be awarded 
to individuals who are a resident of the 
Northwest Territories, Nunavut or Yukon 
for a minimum of two years. To be eligible, 
an individual must be registered to attend a 
University, College or Technical Institute (e.g. 
SAIT) or an accredited program leading to a 
Degree or Diploma in a health-related field 
and planning on returning to the North after 
studies are complete.
Deadline: May 15

Chris Argue Memorial Fund 
Value: $1,500
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Applicants must demonstrate 
leadership in the promotion of self-propelled 
wilderness travel in the NWT and have clear 
short- and long-term goals related to this 
field.
Deadline: May 15

Con Employees Benevolent Fund 
Value: $1,500
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Open to high school graduates 
from Yellowknife who intend to pursue a 
trade or professional career in the mining 
industry or a related field, such as millwright, 

geo-technical engineer, environmental 
studies, geology or heavy equipment 
operation.
Deadline: May 15

David J. Ramsden Memorial Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Applicants must be a resident of 
the NWT for at least two years, but five years 
is preferred, and entering their first or second 
year of university graduate studies.
Deadline: May 15

David Sutherland Memorial Fund  
Value: $1,500
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Individuals must be members of 
an NWT cross-country ski organization and a 
resident of the NWT for at least two years. 
Deadline: May 15

Diavik Community Scholarship Fund 
Value: $2,000
Available: Three 
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: One scholarship is to assist 
individuals pursuing a career related to 
mining or resource development such 
as geological or geomatics engineering 
and/or mining related trades. A second 
scholarship is to assist individual pursuing 
a career in mining support such as 
geology, environmental or earth science, 
communication, finance or procurement. The 
third scholarship will favour women pursuing 
education in science, technology, engineering 
or math. 
Deadline: May 15

Doug Bothamley Memorial Fund  
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: This scholarship was designed to 
assist students who are attending university 
and have been active in softball, curling or 
golf as a player or a coach.
Deadline: May 15

Elaine (Sweet) Whitford Scholarship Fund 
Value: $1,000
Available: One

Continued from previous page
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Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility:  Open to individuals who have 
been a resident of the NWT for at least 
two years and are entering their second or 
subsequent year of post-secondary studies in 
social work or nursing at a recognized college 

or university.
Deadline: May 15

Elliot Michael Brown Fund  
Value: $2,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Grants may be awarded to 

individuals who want to develop their 
entrepreneurial goals either through education 
or hands-on business start-up and have 
demonstrated resilience in the face of life's 
challenges.
Deadline: May 15

Enough Talk, Hurry up and do it Already 
Arts Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Individuals must be Grade 12 
students at Sir John Franklin High School 
who have been accepted into a post-
secondary program for the performing arts, 
film, music or writing.
Deadline: May 15

Fine and Performing Arts Fund 
Scholarships
Value: $2,000
Available: Two
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Supports NWT residents 
interested in pursuing education or training 
opportunities in the fine or performing arts. 
Individuals must have lived in the NWT 
for at least one year and been accepted in a 
recognized program with a minimum of 100 
hours duration.
Deadline: May 15

Friends of Fred Carmichael Scholarship    
Value: $6,000
Available: Varies
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Open to students enrolled in the 
Adult Learning and Basic Education program 
at an Aurora College Community Learning 
Centre in the Beaufort Delta or Sahtu regions. 
The criteria include a strong academic effort 
and perseverance in the face of adversity.
Deadline: May 15

Gary Robinson Memorial Fund  
Value: $11,000
Available: Varies
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Provides financial support to 
those individuals or charitable organizations 
involved in search and rescue/recovery or 
emergency response activities. Grants can 
also be awarded to individuals or charitable 
organizations involved in outdoor skills and 

or survival training. 
Deadline: May 15

Helping Children Soar Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: This scholarship was established 
to assist residents of the Northwest Territories 
who have grown up in foster care to further 
their education.
Deadline: May 15

Jenny Gamble-Fournier Memorial 
Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Students must be graduating from 
Sir. John Franklin High School and pursuing 
a post-secondary education with an emphasis 
on the arts.
Deadline: May 15

John Tumchewics Memorial Fund 
Value: $4,500
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Assists individuals with helicopter 
flight training, upgrading by endorsements or 
ratings and the purchase of safety equipment. 
Aircraft maintenance engineers working 
toward a helicopter endorsement may also 
apply. Scholarship funds may also be used 
for other individuals seeking training in the 
aviation field.
Deadline: May 15

Jonas Konge Memorial Fund 
Value: $2,500
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Open to individuals who have 
lived in the NWT for at least five years and 
are entering their second or subsequent year 
of post-secondary studies in medicine or 
nursing with plans to return to the North after 
graduation. 
Deadline: May 15

Legislative Assembly of the NWT Fund 
Value: $1,000
Available: Two

Continued from previous page
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Alexander Affleck 
was a recipient of the 
Jonas Konge Memor-
ial Fund scholarship 
in 2020.

photo courtesy of the Yellowknife Community Foundation
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Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Applicants must have resided in 
the NWT for at least 10 years and be entering 
their first or subsequent years of studies in 
a recognized post-secondary program in 
political science or a related field.
Deadline: May 15

Lilly Borges Oldham Second Language 
Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: For those studying second 
languages and/or cultures at a post-secondary 
institution. To be eligible, individual 
applicants must be registering in a recognized 
post-secondary program of study in a second 
language or culture. They must also be a 
Grade 12 or adult student and a resident of 
Yellowknife for their Grade 11 and Grade 12 
years.
Deadline: May 15

Luke Charpentier Memorial Fund 
Value: $3,000
Available: Already awarded for 2019
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Assists post-secondary or trades 
students from the City of Yellowknife with 
their studies. As a grant it is intended to assist 
organizations from the City of Yellowknife 
with projects that will benefit the community.
Deadline: May 15

Mary Beth Miller Memorial Scholarship 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Supports individuals or 
organizations who are interested in pursuing/
developing sport excellence in cross-country 
skiing, biathlon, mountain biking, speed 
skating, canoeing or kayaking. 
Deadline: May 15

NWT Tourism Scholarship
Value: $1,500
Available: Two
Organization: Northwest Territories Tourism
Eligibility: Awarded to qualified NWT 
students attending a post-secondary 
institution in an accredited tourism and 
hospitality program. One scholarship will be 
prioritized to an Indigenous student. 
Deadline: July 23

Pat McMahon Memorial Fund 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Priority in the awarding of 
grants from this fund will be given to female 
individuals demonstrating community 
leadership in Yellowknife municipal 
affairs and civic pride. Grants may also 
be awarded to female individuals involved 
in demonstrating uniqueness in promoting 
Yellowknife or one who is pursuing studies in 
tourism, public administration and/or political 
science.
Deadline: May 15

Randy McBride Hockey Project Fund 
Value: $1,500
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Supports NWT youth (male or 
female) pursuing advanced levels of hockey 
not available in the NWT. 
Deadline: May 15

Rio Tinto Diavik Diamond Mines Post-
Secondary Scholarship for 1st Year 
Students
Value: $1,000
Available: Two
Organization: Rio Tinto Diavik Diamond 
Mines Inc.
Eligibility: For students from the Northwest 
Territories and West Kitikmeot Region of 
Nunavut entering their first year of post-
secondary studies.

Deadline: July 30

Rio Tinto Diavik Diamond Mines Post-
Secondary Scholarship
Value: $1,000
Available: Two
Organization: Rio Tinto Diavik Diamond 
Mines Inc.
Eligibility: For students from the Northwest 
Territories and West Kitikmeot Region of 
Nunavut, who are returning to post-secondary 
studies, from second-year onward.
Deadline: July 30

Rio Tinto Indigenous Student Tourism 
Scholarship
Value: $2,000
Available: One 
Organization: Rio Tinto & NWT Tourism 
Eligibility: Awarded to a qualified Indigenous 
NWT student attending a post-secondary 
institution in an accredited tourism and 
hospitality program.
Deadline: July 23

Wally12Million  
Value: $3,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation 
Eligibility: Individuals must be a resident 
of the NWT and entering their second or 
subsequent year of studies in fine arts or 
music at a recognized institution.
Deadline: May 15

United Soccer Coaching Fund 
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation
Eligibility: Grants or scholarships may 
be awarded to individuals or charitable 
organizations involved as soccer coaches and 
leaders in the NWT. Applicants must be a 
resident of the NWT for a minimum of two 
years. Applicants must be pursuing advanced 
levels of coaching soccer and be enrolled 
in a school, college or university for coach 
education, sport leadership in soccer or a 
soccer coaching licence.
Deadline: May 15  

Lena Gosselin Memorial Fund (under 
review)
Value: $1,000
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community 
Foundation 
Eligibility: Grants or scholarships may 
be awarded to support professional 
training opportunities for administrative 
assistants. Eligibility criteria under 
development (check www.ykcf.ca for updates).
Deadline: May 15 

nunavut 
Tunngavik Post-Secondary Scholarship
Value: $2,500
Available: Up to 200
Organization: Nunavut Tunngavik 
Foundation/Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Eligibility: Must be Inuit post-secondary 
students enrolled under the Nunavut 
Agreement.
Deadline: Contact Nunavut Tunngavik

Tunngavik Scholarship for Skill and 
Employment Advancement
Value: $1,000 
Available: Up to 250 
Organization: Nunavut Tunngavik 
Foundation/Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Eligibility: Attend a recognized program 
related to trades/employment skill 
development that is four weeks or longer.
Deadline: Contract Nunavut Tunngavik

Jose Amaujaq Kusugak Memorial 
Scholarships 
Value: $5,000 
Available: Two 
Organization: Nunavut Tunngavik 
Incorporated 
Eligibility: Open to post-secondary students 
in the fields of education, Inuit language or 
the advancement of Inuit rights. 
Deadline: July 9

Interpreter Translator Student Award

Value: $1,000
Available: Two 
Organization: Nunavut Tunngavik 
Incorporated  
Eligibility: Based on academic merit among 
first and second year students in Nunavut 
Arctic College's interpreter translator diploma 
program. 
Deadline: End of the school year

Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. Nursing 
Scholarship
Value: $500
Available: One 
Organization: Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Eligibility: Based on merit among students in 
Nunavut Arctic College's nursing program.
Deadline: End of the school year 

John Amagoalik Scholarship
Value: $5,000
Available: One 
Organization: Qikiqtani Inuit Association 
Eligibility: QIA will prioritize applications 
from post-secondary students enrolled under 
the Nunavut Agreement who are entering 
a field that promotes Inuit language and 
culture.

QIA Scholarship
Value: $2,500
Available: 80
Organization: Qikiqtani Inuit Association
Eligibility: The QIA Scholarship was 
launched in 2017-18 for students in all 13 
Qikiqtani communities. Applicants must 
have a valid Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. card, 
be enrolled under the Nunavut Agreement in 
the Qikiqtani region and be enrolled in post-
secondary education. 
Deadline: Contact QIA

Baffinland Scholarships
Value: $5,000
Available: Five
Organization: Baffinland Iron Mines 
Corporation 
Eligibility: For Inuit living in the five 
Qikiqtani communities adjacent to the Mary 
River mine, scholarships will be awarded 

annually in various fields of study.
Deadline: Contact Baffinland

Ukkusiksalik Scholarship       
Value: $12,000 fund
Available: Multiple
Organization: Kivalliq Inuit Association  
Eligibility: For Kivalliq Inuit who pursue 
education or training in the following fields: 
traditional ecological knowledge, archeology, 
anthropology, history, sociology and other 
social sciences; biology, geography, geology, 
and other natural sciences; renewable 
resource management, including wildlife 
management, geographic information 
systems, remote sensing, environmental 
technology; administration, including 
business management, financial management, 
accounting, bookkeeping, and human 
resource management.
Deadline: Aug. 31

Sakku Scholarship
Value: $10,000 fund
Available: Multiple 
Organization: Kivalliq Inuit Association 
Eligibility: Preference is given to students 
entering the fields of administration, business, 
financial and management studies.
Deadline: Aug. 31

KIA President's Scholarship
Value: $10,000 fund
Available: Multiple 
Eligibility: Applicants must be entering 
second year or higher of post-secondary 
education and students must demonstrate an 
overall average of 70 per cent or higher; and 
at the discretion of the KIA president.
Deadline: Aug. 31

Meliadine Scholarship
Value: $30,000 fund
Available: Multiple 
Organization: Kivalliq Inuit Association and 
Agnico Eagle 
Eligibility: Applicants enrolled in a mine-
related field of study will be given preference 
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and applicants must maintain an overall 
cumulative weighted average of 70 per cent or 
above to receive the award.
Deadline: Aug. 31

Whale Tail Scholarship
Value: $30,000 fund
Available: Multiple 
Organization: Kivalliq Inuit Association and 
Agnico Eagle
Eligibility: Applicants enrolled in a mine-
related field of study will be given preference 
and applicants must maintain an overall 
cumulative weighted average of 70 per cent or 
above to receive the award.
Deadline: Aug. 31

KIA Scholarship 
Value: $1,500-$2,000  
Available: Multiple
Organization: Kitikmeot Inuit Association
Eligibility: Beneficiaries of the Nunavut 
Agreement and registered to one of the 
Kitikmeot communities are eligible to apply 
for a KIA Scholarship. Up to $1,000 is 
available for students studying in their home 
communities; up to $2,000 for those studying 
outside their home community.  
Deadline: July 1-Aug. 31 and Jan. 1-March 
31

KIA Graduation Award
Value: $500-$10,000
Available: Numerous 
Organization: Kitikmeot Inuit Association
Eligibility: Beneficiaries of the Nunavut 
Agreement and registered to one of the 
Kitikmeot communities are eligible to apply 
for a KIA scholarship, from high school 
graduates to Ph.D-level students.
Deadline: Must apply within six months of 
graduation

Nunavut Beneficiaries Scholarships
Value: up to $2,400
Available: Three
Organization: Nunavut Implementation 
Training Committee
Eligibility: Applicants must be enrolled as 
a beneficiary in the Nunavut Land Claims 
Agreement, enrolled or accepted by a 
recognized full-time accredited university or 
college program of at least two years duration 
and have maintained an overall average 
higher than 65 per cent in the previous 
year of study – a 75 per cent average must 
maintained while receiving the scholarship.
Deadline: Aug. 1 and Dec. 1

Fred R. Elias Graduation Award
Value: $1,500 to $5,000 
Available: Multiple
Organization: Kitikmeot Inuit Association 
Eligibility: Targeted at students who 

have successfully completed business and 
management studies or related disciplines. 
Deadline: Contact the Kitikmeot Inuit 
Association 

Simata Pitsiulak Aviation Scholarship
Value: Up to $7,500
Available: Four
Organization: Department of Economic 
Development and Transportation 
Eligibility: Open to full-time residents of 
Nunavut (two-year minimum residency) 
pursuing full-time aviation-related studies: 
airline or airport operations or management, 
aircraft maintenance and pilot training.

Technical Professions Studies 
Scholarship  
Value: First year: $2,500; second year: 
$3,000; third year: $4,000; fourth year: 
$5,000 
Available: Multiple 
Organization: Department of Community 
and Government Services (CGS)
Eligibility: For students in the field of 
engineering, informatics, community 
planning, business studies, college programs 
of firefighting, training, prevention and land 
administration.
Deadline: Contact CGS

Qikiqtaaluk Corporation Scholarship
Value: TBA 
Available: TBA  
Organization: Qikiqtaaluk Corporation and 
group of companies 
Eligibility: Open to Nunavut Land Claim 
beneficiaries who are permanent residents 
of the Qikiqtani region and studying 
management, environmental sciences 
or project management at a recognized 
institution. 
Deadline: Contact the Qikiqtaaluk 
Corporation

Laura Ulluriaq Gauthier Scholarship
Value: $5,000
Available: One
Organization: Qulliq Energy Corporation
Eligibility: Nunavummiut students enrolled 
in a post-secondary education program for 
the September 2021 semester are eligible 
to apply. The successful candidate will be 
chosen based on a strong academic record 
and outstanding community involvement. 
An announcement will be made in the 
spring with details on how to apply for the 
scholarship.
Deadline: June 30
 
Jim Noble Nunavut Wildlife Management 
Board Scholarship
Value: $5,000 each
Available: Two
Organization: Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board
Eligibility: Applicants must be seeking a 
degree, diploma or certificate in wildlife or 
wildlife management.
Deadline: Contact the Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board

Nunasi Scholarship
Value: $2,500
Available: up to 11
Organization: Nunasi Corporation in 
partnership with Nuna Logistics, NCC 
Investment Group Ltd., Polar Vision, Larga 
Kitikmeot
Eligibility: Applicants must be beneficiaries 
of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement and 
enrolled in full-time studies at an accredited 
education institution. 
Deadline: Contact Nunasi Corporation

Sport and Recreation Scholarships
Value: Up to $5,000 each
Available: Multiple 
Organization: Government of Nunavut 
Eligibility: Open to post-secondary students 
pursuing education/kinesiology, sports 
administration, sports sciences or recreation 
at a recognized college or university. 
Deadline: Contact the Government of 
Nunavut

Queen Elizabeth II scholarships 
Value: Up to $15,000 annually in total
Available: Varies
Organization: Government of Nunavut

Eligibility: The scholarships are presented 
yearly to the top Nunavut students in the 
Nunavut Arctic College nursing program. 
Deadline: Contact the Government of 
Nunavut

Dr. Christine Egan Memorial Scholarship 
Value: Varies ($13,500 fund in 2019-20) 
Available: Multiple 
Organization: University of Manitoba
Eligibility: Open to Nunavut beneficiaries 
who have completed one year of a 
baccalaureate nursing degree and are enrolled 
full time for a second, third or fourth year in 
nursing.  
Deadline: Contact the University of 
Manitoba

Al Woodhouse Bursary
Value: $3,000
Available: Varies
Organization: Nunavut Arctic College 
with assistance from the Nunavut Research 
Institute and the Iqaluit Rotary Club
Eligibility: Applicants must have lived in 
Nunavut for at least two years, be enrolled in 
full-time post-secondary studies, and intend 
to pursue a career in Nunavut. 
Deadline: September

Technical Professional Studies 
Scholarships
Value: Up to $5,000
Available: Varies
Organization: Government of Nunavut
Eligibility: Open to students studying 
engineering, informatics, community 
planning, business studies, firefighting, 
training, prevention and land administration. 
Priority is given to beneficiaries of the 
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement.
Deadline: Contact the Government of 
Nunavut

Financial Assistance for Nunavut 
Students Scholarships
Value: Up to $1,500
Available: Numerous
Organization: Government of Nunavut
Eligibility: Open to students attending 
designated post-secondary institutions and 
academic programs.
Deadline: March 1, July 15 and November 15 

Jack Cram Memorial Prize
Value: $2,500 
Available: One for Nunavut
Organization: Awarded by the McGill 
University Faculty of Education's Committee 
on Student Affairs.
Eligibility: The prize will be available to 
part-time and full-time students engaging in 
further study (after a certificate program) in 
the Nunavut Teacher Education Program. 

Atuqtuarvik Corporation Nunavut 
Sivuniksavut Alumni Scholarship
Value: $2,500
Available: One 
Organization: Atuqtuarvik Corporation
Eligibility: Applicants must be a graduate of 
the Nunavut Sivuniksavut training program 
and currently enrolled in a post-secondary 
institution. 
Deadline: Contact Atuqtuarvik Corporation 

John Hickes Business Scholarship
Value: $5,000
Available: One
Organization: Atuqtuarvik Corporation 
Eligibility: Enrolment in a full-time post-
secondary business program.
Deadline: Contact Atuqtuarvik Corporation  

nwt and nunavut 
Bob Spence Memorial Scholarship
Value: $2,375
Available: One
Organization: Northwest Territories 
and Nunavut Association of Professional 
Engineers and Geoscientists (NAPEG) 
Education Foundation
Eligibility: Applicants must be an NWT or 
Nunavut student studying engineering or 
geoscience at the undergraduate level in a 
recognized university.
Deadline: July 15

Continued from previous page
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Mel Brown Memorial Scholarship
Value: $2,000
Available: One
Organization: Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut Association of Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists (NAPEG) Education 
Foundation
Eligibility: Applicants must be an NWT or 
Nunavut student studying engineering or 
geosciences at the undergraduate level in a 
recognized university.
Deadline: Sept. 30 

Northern Aviation Scholarship 
Value: $2,500
Available: One
Organization: Yellowknife Community Fndn
Eligibility: This fund was established to 
support individuals from the NWT or Nunavut 
pursuing a post-secondary education in the 
aviation industry. 
Deadline: May 15

Northern Futures Scholarship 
Value: $4,000
Available: Six
Organization: Northwestel
Eligibility: Applicants must reside within 
Northwestel's operating area and be enrolled 
in a degree or diploma program in the fields of 
engineering, commerce or business, computer 
science or electrical/telecommunications.
Deadline: July 31

De Beers Group STEM Scholarship 
Program for Women in Canada
Value: $4,800 to $7,000 (U.S.)
Available: 21
Organization: De Beers
Eligibility: Supporting women in science, 
technology, engineering and math-related 
fields, with preference given to applicants from 
the NWT, Nunavut and northern Ontario. 
Deadline: Varies by university 

Arctic Co-operatives Award
Value: $2,500
Available: One
Organization: Association of Canadian 
Universities of Northern Studies
Eligibility: Applicants must be pursuing 
studies focused on the understanding and 
development of Arctic co-operatives in 

Nunavut, the NWT or Northern Manitoba.
Deadline: January 31
Gil Purcell Memorial Journalism 
Scholarship
Value: $4,000
Available: One
Organization: The Canadian Press
Eligibility: Awarded to an aboriginal Canadian 
who is enrolled in a Canadian university or 
community college in a journalism program 
or actively involved in a news organization 
associated with the institution. Applicants are 
encouraged to submit samples of journalism 
activity.
Deadline: Nov. 1

Gunther Abrahamson Caribou Research 
and Management Award
Value: $1,500 to $5,000
Available: One
Organization: Association of Canadian 
Universities for Northern Studies
Eligibility: Applicants must be pursuing 
masters or doctorate studies – either traditional 
knowledge or scientific – which contribute to 
the understanding of barren-ground caribou 
and their habitat.
Deadline: January 30

Northern Resident Award
Value: $5,000
Available: Eight
Organization: Association of Canadian 
Universities of Northern Studies
Eligibility: Applicants must have resided in 
Nunavut, NWT, the Yukon or the Provincial 
North for at least eight years and be currently 
enrolled, part-time or full-time, at either a 
Northern college or undergraduate diploma/
degree program at a Canadian university. 
Deadline: January 31

Northern Resident Scholarship
Value: $10,000
Available: Four
Organization: Association of Canadian 
Universities for Northern Studies
Eligibility: Applicants must have resided 
in Nunavut, the NWT, the Yukon or the 
Provincial North for at least eight years 
and be enrolled in full-time post-secondary 
education at the undergraduate level whose 
program makes a contribution to the North.
Deadline: January 31

Canadian Northern Studies Trust Awards 
Program
Value: up to $10,000

Available: One
Organization: Association of Canadian Uni-
versities for Northern Studies
Eligibility: Intended to advance knowledge 
of Canada's North. To qualify you must be 
a Canadian citizen or permanent resident, 
enrolled in full time post-secondary 
education and have an aspect of northern or 
circumpolar fieldwork included as part of 
your research.
Deadline: January 31

Dominion Diamond Ekati Plus Post-
Secondary Scholarship
Value: $2,500
Available: Two
Organization: Dominion Diamond Mines
Eligibility: Permanent Northern residents 
accepted or enrolled in full-time post-sec-
ondary education who intend to return to the 
North upon completion of their education.   
Deadline: Oct. 31

Dominion Diamonds IBA Scholarships   
ekatiplus@ddcorp.ca
Value: Confidential
Available: Varies
Organization: Dominion Diamond Mines 
ULC and IBA partners 
Eligibility: Students in communities that are 
part of Dominion Diamonds' impact benefits 
agreements are encouraged to  
contact their IBA representative for details: 
Tlicho Government, Akaitcho Treaty 8 – 
LKDFN & YKDFN, North Slave Metis 
Alliance and the Hamlet of Kugluktuk.
Deadline: Varies 

Captain Nichola K S Goddard Memorial 
Graduate Scholarship 
Value: $8,400
Available: One
Organization: University of Calgary
Eligibility: Open to students registered in 
a full-time graduate program. Candidates 
must be citizens of Papua New Guinea or 
Afghanistan or members of Canada's First 
Nations, Inuit or Metis people. 
Deadline: Feb. 24

photo courtesy of the Yellowknife Community Foundation

Gillian McNaughton was a recipient of the Rio Tinto Diavik Community Scholarship Fund in 2020. 
Continued from previous page
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