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Sharing  
is caring 

Mapping art 
exhibition 
comes to 
Inuvik

East Three 
student in 
the running 
for Loran 
Award

3-on-3 
hockey 
tourney 
hosted

"I don't like to do the spaghetti-against-the-wall method of applying for funding."
– Inuvik Greenhouse executive director Ray Solotki explains why the society is seeking input on a strategic plan, page 3.
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Arctic Petroleum Services Ltd. general manager Susan Eveleigh and 
Jerry Conley take a selfie while delivering care packages in Inuvik. 
In total, 1,700 packages were purchased by APS and distributed 
through the community.
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It has sat as a new centerpiece 
in the middle of town since before 
Christmas, but Inuvik's new Special 
Events Pavilion will finally be show-
cased to the public this Saturday as 
a canvas for an Indigenous art show 
March 6.

The show is 
organized by the 
Northern Arts and 
Cultural Centre and 
in co-operation with 
GLAM Collective – 
an Indigenous film-
making group. 

"Mapping art is 
very predominant in 
Montreal, New York 
and Europe," said 
NACC executive dir-
ector Marie Coderre. "It will be the 
first time we will present this in the 
smaller communities. I wanted to this 
type of project for a long time since it 
is popular back home."

A projector will be set up to show 
images on the outside of the pavilion 
and the tent itself will act as a giant 
screen for the short films. Viewers 
will be able to walk by the pavilion 

to watch as many as they would like.
Films produced by the GLAM 

Collective will be projected onto the 
sides of the massive tent during the 
show, which will have three viewings 
starting at 7:30 p.m. and each half-
hour thereafter.

"It's a gathering of short films for 
a total of 30 minutes," said Coderre. 

"It's really art gallery 
style. You go check it 
out, and if you want 
to stay for the full 30 
minutes, you stay. The 
goal of this is to have 
a Covid-19 safe pro-
ject so that people can 
move and flow but not 
have a big crowd.

"It's casual. You 
don't need to buy a 
ticket. It's for people 

to come and discover something they 
haven't experienced before.

Entry to the show is free and all 
patrons are asked to please wear a 
mask.

This will be the first time Inu-
vik's new Special Events Pavilion is 
used for a public event. The pavilion, 
which includes a stage and stands and 
will have open access in the sum-

mer, was built prior to the Christmas 
holiday.

While the exhibit kicks off in Inu-
vik, it's touring the entire NWT, with 
showings in Norman Wells on March 
10, Fort Simpson on March 14, Hay 
River on March 17 and Fort Smith 
on March 20. Each town will present 
its own canvass for the show, so the 
exhibit will be unique on each night.

"In each community we have a 
different type of wall," said Coderre. 

"In Norman Wells, we're projected 
on the school. In Hay River, it's going 
to be on the arena. It's going to be 
on the Rec Centre in Fort Smith and 
on the Elementary School in Fort 
Simpson.

"All central locations so people 
can access it easily by walking."

March 6 show to be projected on newly completed 
Special Events Pavilion in Chief Jim Koe Park

Pavilion to showcase mapping art 
exhibition to Inuvik

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

A mapping art exhibit is 
being held this weekend at 

Chief Jim Koe Park, with the 
outside of the new Special 
Events Pavilion to act as a 

canvas for a series of short 
films produced by GLAM Col-

lective.
photo courtesy of northern Arts and Cultural Centre 

"It's a gathering 
of short films 
for a total of  
30 minutes." 

 – Marie Coderre 

news
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Standing tall over Inuvik's downtown, the 
community greenhouse means a lot of differ-
ent things for a lot of different people.

It serves as a social club for some, a poten-
tial source of sustainable food for others, for 
others still it's the best place to get fresh eggs 
in town.

But for executive director Ray Solotki the 
benefits of gardening go well beyond fresh 
food. She said one of her biggest priorities 
this year was getting people back to growing.

"If you're a returning member, you can get 
your plot back," said Solotki. "New members, 
we're going to be collecting a list, putting 
people in little pods and helping them grow 
together. So for people first season at the 
greenhouse, it will be more of a communal 
grow, but seasoned veterans will be able to 
garden as they wish.

"This is a space to offer food security and 
the great mental health benefit of garden-
ing to everybody. We really want to see our 
members back in the greenhouse. We all 
could use the mental health boost of a little 
bit of soil therapy."

While the finer details were still getting 
worked out, Solotki said the greenhouse 
society intended to continue the programs 
it initiated in 2020 as a response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Now with a contained, 
environmentally controlled greenhouse to 
grow crops all-year round, the focus is on 
getting gardeners' hands back in the dirt.

With a more robust supply chain in 2021 
allowing for a greater variety of plants to be 
sold in May, Solotki added the much-adored 
chicken coop would also be back in operation 
selling eggs, and the hens made it through 
the winter.

"They're alive and well and living in my 
garage," she said. "They're still producing 
eggs. I'm looking after them over the winter, 
but there will be chickens at the greenhouse 
this summer and we're looking at expanding 
their flock.

Noting the greenhouse's business plan 
ended in 2017, Solotki said it was important 
to make sure the greenhouse society and 
residents were on the same page on how the 
building should fit into the community and 
how to make it more inclusive.

Among issues she's gotten feedback on, 
Solotki noted a barrier to membership is the 
building's association with the residential 

school Grollier Hall and suggested renovat-
ing or remodelling the building, or providing 
support for the outdoor garden maintained 
by the Inuvik Native Band, could both be 
possible ways to help heal bad memories 
associated with it.

Expanding, improving or even experi-
menting with new services all cost money, 
however, and Solotki pointed out the society 
needed to have a direction in place to be able 
to take advantage of grants or other oppor-
tunities as they came up.

"There's so much funding out there, but I 
refuse to apply for funding just to apply for 
funding," she said. "I want to have a project 
in mind. I want to make sure what we're 
trying to do fits with the mandate of the 
greenhouse.

"Right now, we don't know what that is 
because we don't have a strategic plan or 

a proper business plan that I can refer to. I 
don't like to do the spaghetti-against-the-wall 
method of applying for funding."

An online survey has been posted to the 
society's website to provide feedback and 
both in-person and online open houses are 
scheduled for March 3 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
and again from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. A paper 
copy of the survey will also be available to 
fill out at Northmart from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
March 4.

Giving the greenhouse the feedback it 
wants won't just help the community out, 
however. Anyone who fills the survey out 
before March 5 at 5 p.m. will receive a small 
gift of thanks from the society and be entered 
into a draw to win either $500 in groceries or 
one of two veggie boxes.

Membership is open to anyone and costs 
$25 to cover insurance.

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Inuvik Drum, contact the editor at (867) 777-
4545 or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com.

Will serve as guiding document for  
business and grant applications until 2027

Inuvik Greenhouse Society 
seeks input on strategic plan

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

photo courtesy of the Inuvik Community Greenhouse

Farmers at the Inuvik Greenhouse had a bumper crops in 2020. This year, the greenhouse is hosting a series of 
open houses to get feedback from the community on how to best use its resources. Top row from left, Faith Raymond, 
Ray Solotki, Ryley Blake and Adi Scott; front row from left, Kenny Stewart, Bogdan Stanciu and Aeva Grace Dempster. 
Missing: Weronika Murray. 

Eric Bowling/nnSL photo 

Greenhouse worker Adi Scott comforts Henrietta the hen as co-worker 
Kenny Stewart opens a small pen for her to stroll about. The greenhouse's 
fresh egg program is back on track for a second year and is hoping to 
expand the flock.

News
Briefs

Committee meetings cancelled
In an effort to reduce costs and bring more 

decision making out in the open, the Town 
of Inuvik has suspended regular meetings for 
committees of council.

A second suggestion to reduce council meet-
ings to one per month and abolish committee of 
the whole meetings was rejected.

Councillors voted 4-0, with Couns. Dez 
Loreen, Alana Mero, Kurt Wainman and Dep-
uty Mayor Paul MacDonald absent, during their 
Feb. 24 regular council meeting to "suspend 
the holding of monthly administration, public 
works, and economic development and bylaw 
review committee meetings for the remainder 
of the 2021 calendar year, with the understand-
ing that meetings will be scheduled when 
required."

The decision will be reviewed in six months. 
With a municipal election this fall, the next 
council will have the option to reinstate the 
meetings if so desired.

Concerns brought up about the excessive 
meetings included that they were repeating 
information to two separate bodies slowing 
down decision-making, were less transparent 
and were an excessive pull on the time of both 
councillors and administration.

In the move, council has cut $11,700 a year 
off the town's annual expenses.

Town seeks samaritan to pre-
serve old Dempster Highway sign

Anyone really attached to the 'End of the 
Dempster' sign has until the end of next week 
to come forward with a plan to preserve it or the 
aging relic will be sent to the landfill.

With a new gateway sign to be erected this 
summer, the town has been scratching its head 
on what to do with the old one, which at nearly 
30 years old is in danger of collapsing and is 
therefore a safety liability for the town.

In addition, the old sign will be memorial-
ized with a placard stand similar to others cur-
rently dotting the town. 

Councillors voted 4-0, with couns. Dez Lor-
een, Alana Mero, Kurt Wainman and Deputy 
Mayor Paul MacDonald absent, during their 
Feb. 24 regular council meeting to approve the 
dismantling of the old sign, notify the commun-
ity over a two-week period and put out a notice 
for anyone who wants the old sign to come and 
take it down free of charge, but without any 
assistance.

"If somebody wishes to take it, it would 
include the responsibility for dismantling it," 
said senior administrative officer Grant Hood.

Councillor calls for blitz against 
using phones while driving

Town councillor Steve Baryluk praised 
municipal enforcement for a citation fining an 
individual for the use of a restricted handheld 
device while driving and made a public call 
for a larger crackdown on people using their 
cellphones while driving during council's Feb. 
8 committee of the whole meeting.

"I would really love to see a little bit more 
effort into trying to nail that," he said. "There 
are a lot of people doing that on the roads. I 
always feel like every time I see someone with 
their head down looking at their phone that I 
should honk my horn at them to jolt them to 
attention.

"I think it would be great if we could try to 
have a bit of a push to nail a few more of these, 
because it's happening a lot. It's dangerous, it 
really is."

The National Safety Council reports that 
approximately 26 per cent of car crashes in 
Canada involve phone use, including using a 
hands-free device, and that mobile phone use 
while driving leads to an average of 1.6-million 
crashes every year.
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After the rather rough patch of 
news involving bingo hall blowouts, 
things around town seem to have 
rebounded back to our usual sup-
portive selves.

As mentioned in last week's edi-
tion, Coun. Dez Loreen is organizing 

a comedy night 
to help Arctic 
Paws keep in 
operation, but 
that was just 
the start of the 
community com-
ing together this 
week.

several of the 
good news items 
in this week's 
edition were 
months in the 

making. The seeds of the western 
Arctic Youth Collective's bid for an 
Arctic Inspiration Prize – which net-
ted them a $97,000 cheque to keep 
their programming going well into 
the future – were laid last October, 
by Mayor Natasha Kulikowski.

Kulikowski has been busy getting 
local non-profits extra cash lately 
– on top of her helping wAYC out, 
she also nominated the Inuvik Food 
Bank for a prize through the NwT 
Association of Communities. They 
announced this last weekend the 
food bank would receive a $5,000 
prize to put towards whatever it 
needs.

Meanwhile, Arctic Petroleum Ltd. 
gave everyone in town a nice sur-
prise this last week with a care pack-
age distribution of small creature 
comforts – a few snacks, including 
the Canadian staple macaroni and 
cheese dish. In total, 1,700 pack-
ages were distributed throughout 
both Inuvik and Aklavik at the com-
pany's expense, just to put a smile 
on everyone's faces.

I think it's safe to safe this is the 
Inuvik we've all come to know and 
love. This is the community that 
helps itself out that I first encoun-
tered a year and change ago.

As has been repeated by people 
across the NwT and Canada through-
out the pandemic, we're all in this 
together. Particularly in these times, 
supporting one another is even more 
important since many of our sup-
ports are out of commission right 
now.

If last week's shenanigans showed 
how the stark difficulties and frustra-
tions endured throughout the pan-
demic could boil over into public out-
rage, this week's awards and cele-
brations showed how we overcome 
those difficulties and frustrations.

Far too often modern society is 
characterized and practiced as a 
dog-eat-dog competition. But at the 
end of the day, it's the people who 
take the time out of their day to go 
the extra mile for someone else keep 
our communities together. when our 
food bank and our animal shelter do 
well, we all do well by extension.

As we slowly navigate our way 
through the pandemic this year, we 

need to keep this in mind. In our 
neighbourly briefs this week, you 
will see the awesome news that the 
Beluga Jamboree in Tuktoyaktuk is 
expected to go ahead, with some 
modifications to keep safe.

similarly, in town this weekend 
Inuvik's special events Pavilion – 
which has been sitting in the middle 
of Chief Jim Koe Park without any 
major events so far – will be in the 
eyes of the public this saturday for a 
'Mapping Art in the NwT' showcase, 
with three showings held throughout 
the evening.

Both of these events deserve our 
attendance and our support to keep 
our community together during the 
pandemic. 

But some of the needed modifi-
cations may lead to headaches for 
patrons, so as we gather to support 
our community initiatives, let's be 
sure to be patient with those who 
are putting themselves out for our 
benefit.

northern news Services

Inuvik shows off its good side

Youth of the week

maSon aRey

Our Youth of the Week is mason Arey, age 7, from 
Aklavik, seen here with his first caribou kill, which 
he hunted with the help of his dad. While this is 
his first caribou, mason has been going out on 
the land since he was a baby, learning and apply-
ing traditional knowledge as he goes. Because of 
Covid-19, the family can't hold a big feast to cele-
brate his success, but he's going to distribute the 
meat to the Elders in the community.

erIC        
BOwLINg

Published Thursdays

Send uS your commentS
Letters to the editor are welcomed by the drum, 
especially new contributors. We attempt to pub-
lish a cross-section of public opinion. not all let-
ters will necessarily be published. Preference is 
given to short letters of broad interest or concern. 
Letters of over 200 words, open letters and those 
published elsewhere are seldom used. We reserve 
the right to publish excerpts, to edit for length 
or taste and to eliminate inaccurate or libellous 
statements. 
We may also choose to use a letter as the basis 
for a story. All letters submitted must be signed 
with a return address and daytime phone number. 
Opinions expressed in letters and by columnists 
are those of the author and are not necessarily 
shared by the editor or publisher.

NORTHERN NEWS SERVICES LIMITED 
100% northern owned and operated
Publishers of:  
• Nunavut News/North • Inuvik Drum 
• Kivalliq News • Yellowknifer 
• NWT News/North • Hay River Hub
member of:
• Manitoba Community  
newspapers Association
• Canadian Community  
newspapers Association
• Alberta Press Council

INuVIk OffICE:

EDITOR: Eric Bowling

Phone: (867) 777-4545 
fax: (867) 777-4412 

Toll free: (855) 873-6675 
E-mail: inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 

Website: www.nnsl.com/inuvik

fOuNDER (1934-2018): J.W. (Sig) Sigvaldason  
PuBLISHER, CEO: Bruce valpy  

valpy@nnsl.com 
CHIEf fINaNCIaL OffICER: Judy Triffo 
COORDINaTING EDITOR: Craig Gilbert 

craig@nnsl.com 
aDVERTISING 

advertising@nnsl.com 
Call collect (867) 766-8233

PuBLISHING OffICE: 
Box 2820, Yellowknife, nT X1A 2r1 

Phone: (867) 873-4031 fax: (867) 873-8507 
E-mail: nnsl@nnsl.com  Website: www.nnsl.com

Contents copyright. Printed in the north by  
Canarctic Graphics Limited. no photos, stories,  
advertisements or graphics may be reproduced in any 
form, in whole or in part, without the written approval 
of the publisher.
Subscriptions 
One year mail $70 
Online (entire content) $50/year

also read in Aklavik • Fort McPherson  
• Ulukhaktok • Sachs Harbour  
• Tsiigehtchic • Tuktoyaktuk

We acknowledge the 
financial support of 
the Government of 
Canada.

Nous reconnaissons 
l'appui financier du 
gouvernement du 
Canada.

N
un

av
ut

W
es

te
rn

 T
er

rit
or

y

NWT

CANADA

ALASKA

UNITED STATES

Arctic Circle

Arct
ic

Cir
cle

Baker Lake

Kimmirut
(Lake Harbour)

Iqaluit

Snare Lake

Dawson
City

Kugluktuk
(Coppermine)

Whitehorse

ALBERTA SASKATCHEWAN MANITOBA

QUEBEC

BRITISH COLUMBIA

YUKON

ALASKA
Herschel
Island

YELLOWKNIFE

Hay River

Fort Smith

Great
Slave Lake

Great
Bear Lake

Beaufort Sea

Arctic Ocean

Baffin Bay

Hudson Bay

Hudson Strait

Foxe Basin

North
Magnetic Pole

GREENLAND

Baffin Island

Victoria Island

Banks
Island

M
ackenzie

River

Treeline

Treeline

Cambridge Bay

Arviat

Rankin Inlet

Nahanni Butte

Tulita
(Fort Norman)

Deline

RaeEdzo

Fort Liard

Wrigley

Fort  Simpson

Bathurst Inlet

Kakisa

Jean 
Marie River

Trout Lake
Enterprise

Sachs Harbour

Ulukhaktok

Umingmaktok

Dettah

Rae Lakes

Wha Ti

Reliance
Fort
Providence

Fort Resolution

Lutselk’e

Igloolik

Clyde River
Pond Inlet

Resolute

Nanisivik

Grise Fiord

Taloyoak

Pelly Bay

Hall Beach

Arctic Bay

Gjoa Haven

Whale Cove

Chesterfield Inlet

Cape Dorset

Pangnirtung

Broughton Island

Watson
Lake

Fort Nelson

Repulse Bay

Coral Harbour

Sanikiluaq

Auyuittuq
National Park

Reserve

Katannilik
Territorial
Park

Aulavik
National 
Park

Nahanni
    National Park
       Reserve

Wood
Buffalo

National
Park

Thelon Game 
Sanctuary

Ellesmere
Island

National Park
Reserve

 

Ivvavik
National

Aklavik INUVIK

Fort McPherson
Tsiigehtchic

Tuktoyaktuk
Eskimo

Lakes

  

Anderson River

  

Horton RiverM
ackenzie R

iver

P
eel R

iver

  

Mackenzie

Bay

  

Cape Bathurst

  



InuvIk drum, Thursday, march 4, 2021 5

It was a good but tantalizing 
February for members of the West-
ern Arctic Youth Collective – the 
team knew they were selected for an 
Arctic Inspiration Prize for a whole 
month, but had to keep quiet about it 
until the main announcement.

"It was the hardest thing ever," 
said project co-ordinator Jacey 
Firth-Hagen. "Especially being 
there remotely and having to just 
write emails like 'OMC! (Oh my 
Creator) Can you believe we just 
won?"

Now that the cat is out of the bag, 
the non-profit community enriching 
team is wasting no time getting back 
to work, with a series of activities 
running March 2 to 4 co-hosted by 
Gwich'in Council International.

Called the Local2Global Youth 
and Community Exchange, it's the 
latest push by the WAYC to help 
promote mental wellness and com-
munity empowerment. It will fea-
ture three separate types of activ-
ities – virtual presentations on sui-
cide prevention and bringing hope 
to communities; in-person activities 
such as painting, beading and a bon-
fire and a youth film festival.

"It's a project for youth across the 
circumpolar Arctic where we cre-

ated short-films surrounding mental 
health, tough topics such as addic-
tions, some themes like suicide, self-
harm and others," said Firth-Hagen. 

"We're going to be showcasing 
some of these beautiful films from 
youth across the Arctic while hav-
ing other virtual conversations sur-
rounding mental health.

"It's really beautiful to give com-

munity members a safe space to have 
these conversations and gather."

Winning the prize helps WAYC 
continue an effort two years in the 
making. Firth-Hagen said the organ-
ization first started when she was 
approached by Alyssa Carpenter 
and Peter Greenland about apply-
ing for a '4RS Youth Movement' 
initiative – a nationwide program to 

support generational change.
Their pitch to have a gathering 

near Midway Lake close to Fort 
McPherson was approved and the 
WAYC was born.

Research and capacity co-ordin-
ator Holly Jones said the decision 
to put in a bid for the prize came 
after a steering committee meeting 
where project lead Alyssa Carpenter 

proposed the idea.
"Our work is very collaborative," 

said Jones. "(Alyssa) likes to run 
through everything and make sure 
everybody is either on board or con-
tributing ideas.

"She asked who was keen and 
everyone raised their hands and sub-
mitted bios and testimonials. That I 
think really got us to where we are 
now."

Steering committee co-chair 
Corrine Bullock said winning the 
prize not only helps the organiza-
tion continue its work, it also serves 
as a great acknowledgement of what 
they've already been able to accom-
plish.

"Hearing that we were going to 
become laureates really validated 
the vision we're starting to create," 
she said. "We're in our infancy and 
trying to make a name for ourselves, 
so just having AIP behind us, back-
ing us – I think I'm still speechless.

"It's cool."
Jones said the group was plan-

ning to finish out their fiscal year 
before they sit down to determine 
how to best utilize the funding.

But for the time being, they're 
still enjoying the euphoria.

"I feel we haven't been able to 
wipe smiles off our faces," said 
Jones. 

Western Arctic Youth Collective awarded $97,000 to continue their programming

Still smiling – Inuvik team  
wins Arctic Inspiration Prize

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

photo courtesy of Shayla Snowshoe 

Western Arctic youth collective outreach co-ordinator Bobbi Rose Koe facilitates a leadership 
workshop at Midway Lake in 2019 during a youth and elder gathering. WAYC has been named 
the youth winner of the Arctic Inspiration Prize and has been awarded $97,000.

news
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Saturday, March 6
Culture Connections
midnight Sun Complex
1 to 5 p.m.
This week, learn how to make 
beaded and embroidered card 
holders with Trista Ipana. Cost to 
attend is $25, catering included 
in afternoon. Cash only, limited to 
10 participants per session. First 
come first served. To register, call 
867-777-8617, email tourism@
inuvik.ca or sign up online at 
tinyurl.com/wobmuqww.

Saturday, March 6
Ebb and Flow
Special Events Pavilion
7:30 p.m., 8 p.m., 8:30 p.m.
Organized by GLAm Collective, a 
group of scholars who work on and through Indigenous 
theory and methodologies, public and performance 
art. A free outdoor show will be put on this Saturday to 
showcase the latest works of northern artists. It's also 
the first public event at the new Special Events Pavilion. 

Wednesday, 
March 17
Culture Connections
midnight Sun Complex
5:30 to 9 p.m.
This week, beginner painting 
lessons with Brian kowikchuk. 
Cost to attend is $25, cater-
ing included in afternoon. Cash 
only, limited to 10 participants 
per session. First come first 
served. To register, call 867-
777-8617, email tourism@
inuvik.ca or sign up online at 
tinyurl.com/wobmuqww.

Saturday, March 20
Inuvik Comedy 2021 – Open 
mic for Arctic Paws
midnight Sun Complex

          9 p.m.
dez Loreen presents a night of comedy and open mic 
– with all proceeds going to Arctic Paws! – Tell a story, 
play your non wind instrument or tell a joke! very 
special thanks to our sponsor northwind Industries.

community 
calendar

To have an event listed in this free feature, call (867) 777-4545, or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com. Submissions should be received 
two weeks prior to the event.  
Non-profit or community events only please. There is no guarantee submissions will be published.

eric Bowling is editor of the
 Inuvik drum. Send your ideas  

to inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 

NEIGHBOuRLY
news

Inuvik Food Bank execu-
tive director Angela McInnes 
knew the non-profit had been 
nominated for an award but 
said she was surprised as any-
one else when Health Min-
ister Julie Green announced 
the food bank was the winner 
of the 2021 Department of 
Health and Social Services 
Healthy Community Award 
on Feb. 27.

"I was reading the story 
on Julie Green's page. When I 
got to the Halloween hand-out 
we did, I started crying. It's 
important for me to know that 
– we try so hard to be included 
in the community.

"We are not simply a food 
bank."

Nominated for the award 
by Mayor Natasha Kulikow-
ski, the Inuvik Food Bank has 
served over 50 households in 
the last year, helping over 200 
people avoid hunger.

Green said the hardships 
caused by the pandemic have 
underscored the food bank's 
importance to the commun-
ity.

"Without the continuous 
efforts of the staff and vol-
unteers with the Inuvik Food 
Bank, many families and indi-
viduals would be at an even 
greater disadvantage," said 
Green. "Partnering with their 
friends from the Inuvik Youth 
Centre and Ingamo Hall, the 
organization joined Food 

Bank Canada. 
"After receiving a lump 

sum of money, they were able 
to provide apples, oranges, 
and grapes as well as tooth-
brushes and toothpaste to the 
children of Inuvik. With a 
little treat and a healthy snack, 
they welcomed children to 
come to the food bank at Hal-
loween to trick or treat so that 

no child would be left out."
Included with the recogni-

tion is a $5,000 cash award 
to continue the institution's 
important work. McInnes said 
they were still trying to decide 
what to do with the money, 
but added they were leaning 
towards using it for another 
Halloween gift bag. Another 
possibility was putting it 

towards Christmas packages.
Regardless, McInnes said 

she and the entire food bank 
were overjoyed with the 
thanks given to them by the 
community and the territory.

"Thank you for allowing us 
into your lives, your homes," 
she said. "We are in this pan-
demic together. Stay together, 
stay strong."

Prize comes with $5,000 cheque  
to put toward future projects

Inuvik Food Bank wins 
Healthy Community Award

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

photo courtesy GnWT 

Health minister Julie Green announced the Inuvik Food Bank as the winners 
of the Healthy Community Award during the NWT Association of Communities 
annual general meeting Feb. 27. Food bank executive director Angela McInnes 
said the announcement took her by surprise.

Beluga Jamboree is a go
Tuktoyaktuk

At least one Jamboree is set to go ahead in the Beau-
fort Delta this year, as the Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk has 
announced it has received conditional approval to host the 
2021 Beluga Jamboree.

A posting detailing the announcement was posted to the 
Hamlet's Facebook page Feb. 26. The jamboree will run, 
barring a Covid-19 related emergency or outbreak in the 
region, from April 16 to 19.

Themed as the "Triumph of Tuktoyaktuk," the jamboree 
will have a modified schedule to keep in sync with Covid-
19 safety precautions.

Drum dance performances will be shown digitally 
instead of in-person, as well as the talent show. In person 
activities will be limited to races – with dogsled races and 
snowmobile races to be held throughout the weekend.

Extreme cold deep  
freezes Beaufort Delta

Beaufort Delta
Extreme cold warnings were issued Feb. 24 for the entire 

Beaufort Delta and remained in place until the weekend.
Wind chills plummeted to a minimum of -50 C over-

night and continued well into the weekend. Paulatuk, Sachs 
Harbour and Ulukhaktok endured wind chills as low as -65 
C coming off the Beaufort Sea. As of March 1, warnings 
were still in place for Tuktoyaktuk.

Environment Canada reported that the cold air front is 
expected to move southward overnight but also lingered for 
a few days and potentially into the weekend for some com-
munities. The notice reminded people to keep skin covered 
if outdoors as frostbite can develop within minutes.

It went on to advise anyone going outside to make use of 
layers of clothing to help reduce the wind's bite and prevent 
freezing.

Nordic walking poles given  
out to encourage exercise

Aklavik
Aklavik's Recreation Committee distributed walking 

poles to eager hikers on Feb. 24 by way of the hamlet office.
A posting to the Aklavik Events and Announcements 

Facebook group stated the committee had free walking 
poles to give out to encourage more outdoor exercise in the 
community, as Covid-19 restrictions limited the number of 
people who could be in the recreation facility.

In total, 50 sets of poles were handed out in less than 24 
hours. The committee extended its thanks to everyone who 
helped get the word and poles out.

Tsiigehtchic reopens  
gym as of March 8

Tsiigehtchic
Tsiigehtchic's gymnasium will be open to the public as 

of March 8 in the evenings under a limited access to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

Starting at 6:30 p.m. and continuing weeknights each 
evening, the days will be alternated between children's days 
and adult days.

Mondays and Wednesdays will be for children 5 to 8 
years old, Tuesday and Thursdays will be for children 9 
to 15 years old. Youth time in the gym will run from 6:30 
p.m. 7:45 p.m.

Adult gym time runs Monday through Thursday from 
8:15 p.m. to 10 p.m. During adult times, no one under 16 is 
allowed in the building. A max of 25 people is permitted at 
a time and everyone must wear a face mask and bring their 
own water bottle.

photo courtesy of Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk

the Beluga Jamboree will run, barring a Covid-
19 related emergency or outbreak in the region, 
from April 16 to 19 this year.
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SportS Card
hockey

blaze neyando

aGE: 9

Our Athlete of the Week is Blaze ney-
ando, age 9, seen here holding the gold 
medal he won with his squad, team red. 
Blaze was one of over 100 youth who 
took part in Inuvik minor Hockey's three-
on-three tournament Feb. 27 to 28. 
Blaze showed excellent sportsmanship 
and athleticism during the tournament.

Covid-19 has put a damp-
er on a lot of activities, but 
in spite of the requirements 
to keep a maximum of 25 
people in an area, Inuvik 
Minor Hockey was able to 
put together a three-on-three 
tournament from Feb. 27 to 
28.

"At this time of year, we 
have the Gwich'in Cup which 
incorporates the Beaufort 
Delta region and beyond," 
said IMH president Carolyn 
Hunter. "But this year we 
couldn't accommodate that 
under the Covid-19 restric-
tions.

"So instead, we decided 
to run a three-on-three tour-
nament with our registered 
players. That allowed them 
to have a fun event that we 
could operate with approval 
from the chief public health 
officer."

Covid-19 rules allowed for 

a maximum of 25 people in 
the stands, including play-
ers, officials and coaches, so 
parents took turns watching 
throughout the weekend. Just 
over 100 kids participated in 
the event. 

Games were 15 minutes 
and each team played eight of 
them over the course of the 
tournament.

In the end medals were 
handed out to the top three 
teams in each age group, 
except for the U7s who all 
received a medal. Players 
then put dropped their gloves 
and sat down for a pizza party 
following the tournament.

"We don't keep score for 
the U7s, it's all about fun," 
said Hunter. "We also picked 
most valuable players from 
each team to recognize some-
one who made an effort dur-
ing this tournament."

Another tradition was able 
to stay on the ice this year 
as well. 

Inuvik's annual partici-
pation in Hockey Canada's 
World Girls' Ice Hockey 
Weekend was postponed due 
to Covid-19 but two teams 
took the arena by storm Feb. 
27 for a solid hour of hockey.

"We decided to continue 
on the tradition and host our 
own day," said Hunter. "Usu-
ally we have events in the 
community hall, but instead 
we sent them home with a 
bag of crafts and fun activ-
ities, and cupcakes. Then we 
had two female coaches, Brit-
ney Selina and Lisa Murphy 
to do on-ice activities."

Celebrating women's 
hockey in the Delta is not 
over yet – Hunter said efforts 
were underway this week to 
take the same event and host 
it in Paulatuk and Aklavik.

Items to host a girls' hock-
ey day have already been dis-
patched to Aklavik. 

Hunter said she was flying 
out to Paulatuk herself to host 

the game there.
"We're trying to extend to 

the entire Beaufort Delta to 
recognize the female hockey 

players in our region," she 
said.

Hockey tournaments resume after pandemic-impeded season
'We decided to continue on the tradition'

by Eric Bowling  
northern news Services

Participants at a women's ice hockey tournament resume play after a pandemic-impeded season. They are, 
front row from left, coach Brittney Selina, Audrina Jerome, Hope Logan, Alaina Joe-Beaudin, Ava Cardinal, Hayden 
Smith and Lily Sommerfeld; second row, from left, Winne Jenks, Abby McDonald, Gracie Adams, Samantha Len-
nie, Alianna Gruben, Charlotte Watt, Marlow Jenks and Caitlyn Wright; back row, from left, Claire Letendre, Tamara 
Blake, Ashlyn Martin-Kelly Kaia Parkes and Coach Lisa Murphy.

photos courtesy of Inuvik minor Hockey

marlo Jenks is all smiles as she comes 
off the ice as Inuvik celebrated women's 
hockey despite the annual World Girls' Ice 
Hockey Weekend being cancelled due to the 
pandemic.
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Kyran Alikamik has a mes-
sage for youth growing up in 
the Beaufort Delta.

"If you consistently make 
the choice to work hard and 
develop yourself, you can see 
results in time," he said. "You 
can choose to live a life of 
discipline and striving in spite 
of any struggles you may have 
had growing up.

"It's a matter of choice."
He's living proof. The 

Ulukhaktok-born East Three 
student is in the running for 

the Loran Award – an up-to- 
$100,000 bonanza to help him 
pursue a degree in university.

With his eyes set on the 
University of British Columbia 
to pursue a bachelor of educa-
tion and return to the Delta to 
teach, Alikamik is well on his 
way to showing his peers what 
can be done when one applies 
oneself.

While most scholarships 
are focused either on academic 
performance or are targeted 
towards specific demograph-
ics, the Loran Award focuses 
more on personal character 
and merit.

"It's a pretty extensive 
online application process," he 
said. "You have to put in a lot 
of information about yourself 
and the kind of individual you 
are and give them reasons to 
actually do an interview with 
you."

Alikamik was first encour-
aged to apply for the exten-
sive scholarship by Richard 
McKinnon, who said he rec-
ognized the fire in Alikamik's 
spirit years ago and has been 
helping guide him through his 
academic studies over the past 
few years.

He added Alikamik's inter-
est in literature, philosophy 
and psychology went well 
beyond academic studies.

"He has a constant thirst for 
knowledge, a desire to expand 
his mind, and a willingness to 
support and share with those 
around him," said McKinnon. 

"I feel that he has the intel-
ligence and the mindset to 
obtain any goal that he pur-
sues, and with his dream being 
to attend the University of 
British Columbia with the end 
goal of becoming an educator 
who will return to our district 
to teach in our schools, I could 
not think of a more worthy 
candidate."

As one of 72 candidates, 
Alikamik still has to get 
through another round of 
interviews to become one of 
the 36 students awarded the 
scholarship each year.

His first interview was on 
March 2 and he said was ready 
to go, but even getting this far 
has shown him he has what it 
takes to go the rest of the way.

"I want to be an English 
teacher," he said. "Literature is 
one of the best modes of per-
sonal expression for me and I 
think it enriches lives.

"The one thing I learned 
from being selected as one of 
the top 72 and rightly fighting 
for that spot is there are many 
ways to find a sense of self 
efficacy as an individual in 
the North."

Ulukhaktok-born Kyran Alikamik is one of 72 finalists for the Loran Award

East Three student in running 
for $100,000 scholarship

by Eric Bowling  
northern news ServicesKyran Alikamik wants 

students growing up 
in the North to know 
academic and per-
sonal success is the 
result of determination 
and continual growth. 
He's living proof: The 
Ulukhaktok-born East 
Three student is in the 
running to receive a 
scholarship worth up to 
$100,000.
Eric Bowling/nnSL photo

Arctic Petrol-
eum Services 
Ltd.'s eliza-
beth o'donnell, 
right, and Akla-
vik resident Auto 
Malegana smile 
for the camera as 
O'Donnell distrib-
utes care pack-
ages in Aklavik. 
photo courtesy of Arctic Petroleum Services Ltd.

Arctic Petroleum distributes  
care packages through town

Homeowners in Inuvik got a nice surprise on Feb. 25, after 
Arctic Petroleum Services Ltd. distributed care packages of Kraft 
Dinner, soda crackers, granola bars and a card to every household 
in town.

In total, 1,700 packages were distributed door-to-door through 
Inuvik and Aklavik. People living in apartments weren't left out, 
but had to pick up their package at headquarters.

"The reception was absolutely beautiful. The kindness shown 
by community members will never be forgotten," said general 
manager Susan Eveleigh. "A huge thank you to the communities 
of Inuvik and Aklavik for their kind reception, positive attitudes 
and as always, their support!  

"Nearly every dollar made at APS is reinvested into our com-
pany, our awesome staff and the communities."

Noting APS has 'exciting' news for Aklavik coming soon, 
Eveleigh said the company supports festivals and events in Inuvik 
and Aklavik whenever it is able to. She added the idea to distrib-
ute care packages came from the company's ownership.
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