
No criminal charges 
in high-rise fire: RCMP

'Should new evidence or information come
forward, the investigation can be reopened'
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"From coaching to assisting Elders, to feasts, it's all about good relationships with our citizens."
– Insp. Barry LaRocque is the new South District officer in charge for G Division, page 5.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo
Genevieve Stephen performs a skating drill – with the assistance of a chair – 
during a ringette clinic at Aurora Ford Arena on April 2. The clinic was part of a 
reintroduction of the sport to the NWT.
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DKFN offering 10 scholarships
Deninu K'ue/Fort Resolution

Deninu K'ue First Nation (DKFN) of Fort Resolution is 
sponsoring 10 scholarships of $1,000 for members currently 
enrolled in postsecondary education.

DKFN members enrolled fulltime in a postsecondary uni-
versity degree program or a college certificate program are 
eligible to apply.

The deadline to submit an application is April 12.

Vaccination clinic
coming to Fort Smith

Thebacha/Fort Smith
The next Covid-19 vaccination clinic in Fort Smith will 

take place from April 14 to April 16.
The clinic will be held from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on each of 

those days at the Salt River First Nation Business and Confer-
ence Centre.

Shots of the Moderna vaccine will be 
available for people 18 years of age and over.

Former Thebacha MLA
on human rights panel

Thebacha/Fort Smith
Fort Smith's Lou Sebert, the former 

MLA for Thebacha, has been appointed 
to the NWT Human Rights Adjudication 
Panel.

Sebert was one of three people appointed 
to the panel on March 31 by the Legislative 
Assembly. The others were Sheldon Toner 
of Yellowknife and Jay Sengupta of Ham-
ilton, Ont. 

They have been appointed to four-year 
terms. 

The Human Rights Adjudication Panel is 

an independent tribunal with the authority to hear complaints 
referred to it under the NWT Human Rights Act. 

Cases may involve determining the merits of a complaint, 
or involve an appeal arising from the 
dismissal of a complaint by the director 
of the NWT Human Rights Commis-
sion.

Sebert, a former territorial cabinet 
minister, has been practising law since 
1977 and previously sat on the Human 
Rights Adjudication Panel from 2012-
2015.

Toner has been a member of the 
Human Rights Adjudication Panel since 
2012. He was appointed chair in 2016 
and will continue in that role for the next 
four years.

Sengupta presently operates a private 
practice providing mediation, investiga-
tion and adjudication of human rights, 
education and workplace disputes. She 
has experience as vice-chair of the 
Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario. 

AROUND THE 
SOUTH SLAVe 
Paul Bickford is the reporter for The Hub. Send your ideas to: 
editor@ssimicro.com.

lou sebert
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After two years, the RCMP has closed its 
investigation into the 2019 fire at the Mack-
enzie Place high-rise apartment building in 
Hay River.

In a March 25 news release, the RCMP's 
Major Crimes Unit (MCU) noted it has been 
"actively investigating" the fire at the high-
rise on March 15, 2019, and the Office of the 
Fire Marshal also conducted an investigation.

"On March 17, 2019, the Fire Marshal's 
office preliminary findings indicated inten-
tionality of fire," the news release stated. 
"MCU continued with a criminal investiga-
tion. 

The investigation was lengthy and 
involved several support services and agen-
cies. In the end, the criminal investigation 
did not yield evidence to support criminal 
charges. The file is now closed."

The RCMP recognized that the news may 
be disappointing to the people affected by 
the fire.

"While this may not be the news they 
wanted to hear, it is important to remem-
ber that should new evidence or informa-
tion come forward, the investigation can be 
reopened," stated Cpl. Greg Morrow of the 
RCMP's Major Crimes Unit.

Harry Satdeo, the owner of Mackenzie 
Place, seemed to be resigned to the investiga-
tion ending when contacted by The Hub and 
hearing for the first time that the case had 
been closed.

Satdeo said he does not object that the 
investigation has closed.

"There is no need to spend more taxpay-
ers' money," he said from his residence in 
Florida.

'They would never be
able to find anything'

And he doesn't believe that, after two 
years, the police will find any new evidence, 
illustrating that point with a proverb from his 
home country of Guyana:  "What rain can't 
fill, dew will never be able to fill."

Asked what that saying means, Satdeo 
explained, "That they took two years and 
they haven't found anything. They would 
never be able to find anything."

Still, Satdeo believes that the fire was a 
"malicious" arson.

However, whether or not the fire can 
ever be proven to be an arson will not affect 
Satdeo's efforts to reopen the building, which 
has remained closed since the fire.

"That has nothing to do with reopening 
the building," he said.

As for whether someone may come for-

ward with new information about the fire, he 
said, "It doesn't bother me whether they come 
forward or not."

Again, he explained that's because it 
would not affect his efforts to reopen the 
building.

Satdeo said he received no information 
from the RCMP about its investigation into 
the fire.

"I am disappointed that we emailed the 
RCMP about two years ago and we haven't 
heard a thing from them," he said. "And to 
see this report now, it's kind of amazing."

Satdeo said he was aware an investigation 
was underway.

"We knew something was going on," he 
said. "We were hoping to hear something. I 
guess the bureaucracy is so big that they can't 
deal with little things."

Even after two years, Satdeo remains 
optimistic that Mackenzie Place will reopen.

The building owner said he is still wait-
ing on word from the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation on an application for 
funding to help repair the building.

A public health order issued by the 
GNWT because of environmental concerns 
still restricts access to the building.

The 16-storey Mackenzie Place has been 
empty of tenants since an estimated 125 
people were displaced by the fire.

NEws
Briefs

Stop signs weren't
erected by GNWT

The GNWT has confirmed that it 
did not erect the stop signs that briefly 
appeared at the railway crossing on 
the Mackenzie Highway near Porritt 
Landing, and that the signs have been 
removed.

The stop signs were installed by CN 
on March 24, but were gone by the after-
noon of March 26.

"To erect a traffic control sign, a pro-
ponent must first submit a letter request-
ing a change in the traffic control at the 
crossing," said Joe Fitzgerald, a spokes-
person for the Department of Infra-
structure in Yellowknife. "GNWT staff 
would then be assigned to work with 
the proponent to come up with a posi-
tive solution, and plan how that solution 
will be implemented. The plan would 
then need to be approved by the minister 
before work begins."

For the short period of time that they 
were in place, the stop signs became 
very controversial in the community.

During the March 29 online meeting 
of town council, Glenn Smith, the town's 
senior administrative officer (SAO), 
noted there was a fair amount of reaction 
on Facebook and flowing into town hall.

Smith said the town was not aware 
that CN was erecting the signs.

The SAO noted the town has reached 
out to CN to make it aware of the muni-
cipality's permitting process for traffic 
signage.

RCMP investigating
fundraising complaint

The RCMP says a homeowner in Hay 
River has complained of fake fundrais-
ing following a March 6 house fire in 
West Channel. 

"Hay River RCMP are aware of a 
situation that has been reported and an 
investigation has begun," reads a March 
31 statement from the RCMP's 'G' Div-
ision in Yellowknife. "At this time, there 
is no evidence to support any criminal 
aspect, however, if anyone believes they 
have contributed to a fundraising effort 
in relation to a fire within the commun-
ity and that the funds have not reached 
the intended recipient, please report this 
to the RCMP at 874-1111."

In a Facebook posting, the home-
owner stated a person had raised money 
for the family that had lost their home 
and possessions, but had not delivered it.

New equipment for
centre and landing

The Town of Hay River has pur-
chased new equipment for the Commun-
ity Centre and Porritt Landing under a 
funding agreement with CanNor.

Stephane Millette, the recreation dir-
ector with the town, told the March 29 
online meeting of council that $55,000 
worth of conferencing equipment has 
been purchased for the Hay River Com-
munity Centre.

In addition, $20,000 worth of equip-
ment and materials have been purchased 
to upgrade Porritt Landing, Millette 
said. "For the most part, it's docking, 
but we've also purchased lighting and 
cameras so that we can have better sur-
veillance at Porritt Landing and make it 
a more secure place, especially for our 
seasonal slip users."

RCMP could not find evidence to support criminal charges

Investigation closed 
into fire at high-rise

NNSL file photo

on Feb. 1 of last year, Harry Satdeo, the owner of the Mackenzie Place apartment building, stands in Apt. 1102, the 
site of a fire in March 2019 that has forced the high-rise to remain closed ever since. Satdeo believes that the fire was 
a "malicious" arson.

Did we get it wrong?
Hay River Hub is committed to getting facts 

and names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Hay River Hub, call 867-873-4031 or 
email editor@ssimicro.com. We'll get a correction or 
clarification in as soon as we can. Active cases: 1

Confirmed cases: 76
recovered cases: 75
Completed tests: 16,084
Negative tests: 16,014
Pending tests: 24

days since first confirmed case: 377
days since last confirmed case: 3
Vaccines
First doses administered: 23,722
Second doses administered: 13,933
Total doses administered: 37,655

fact fILE
NWT cOVID-19 SITUATION AS Of APRIL 5

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics

PAUL BIckfORD
editor@ssimicro.com
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As with every year at 
about this time, the spring 
breakup of the Hay River is 
on the way.

And as always, no one 
knows exactly 
what to expect 
when the ice 
makes its annual 
disappearance 
from the river.

The only thing predict-
able about breakup is that 
it's unpredictable. will there 
be flooding on Vale Island? 
will the ice in the river 
meekly move on with not 
much fuss? No one has ever 
been able to know that in 
advance.

The other recurring hap-
penings in this community 
– natural or not – are pre-
dictable to some degree or 
another.

Everyone knows that it will 
get cold and snow in the win-
ter, and then it will get warm 
for a little while before winter 
returns. Likewise, K'amba 
Carnival will take place in 
early March, there will be 
school graduations in the 
spring, Christmas lights will 
start appearing in November. 
There are hundreds of things 
that are basically predict-
able, even if there are some 
changes from year to year.

It is the breakup of the 
Hay River that has a unique 
place in the many recurring 

events in this community. 
Everyone knows that it is on 
the way, but no one knows 
exactly what it will be like.

And that uncertainty has 
been heightened this year 

with continuing 
high water in the 
Hay River and on 
Great slave Lake. 
It would seem 

common sense that the last 
thing you want is existing 
high water when heading 
into possible flooding.

That just makes an 
unpredictable situation even 
more unpredictable.

Last year, Vale Island was 
evacuated over flooding 
concerns as a large push of 
water was coming down the 
Hay River, just hours away 
from hitting the community. 
However, that rush of water 
made its way into Great 
slave Lake without creating 
any significant flooding.

That was a prime example 
of the unpredictability of 
breakup. Expected flooding 
didn't happen even though 
that prediction was made 
just a few hours in advance 
and based on a situation 
developing in real time.

so what is a community to 
do when faced with such an 
unpredictable event?

well, the Town of Hay 
River and its partner organ-
izations are doing the only 
practical thing in such a 

situation – preparing for all 
possible scenarios.

Over the last few weeks, 
talk about breakup prepared-
ness has ramped up during 
town council meetings. It is 
fair to say that the coming 
breakup has focused the 
attention of the town, just as 
it does every year at about 
this time.

The people of this com-
munity can take comfort in 
knowing that the town will be 
ready to deal with whatever 
nature throws at it.

However, it is also up to 
residents of Vale Island to 

get ready for breakup – 
whether it be preparing their 
properties for possible flood-
ing, moving vehicles off the 
island, becoming informed 
on the plans of the town, and 
being ready to evacuate, if 
necessary.

Responding to breakup 
is not just a municipal gov-
ernment issue, but an all-
hands-on-deck community 
response.

Breakup may be unpredict-
able, but it will happen. so 
people should do everything 
possible to get ready for 
whatever it will bring.

NNSL file photo

Water – mixed with large chunks of ice – flows below Alexandra 
Falls on May 2 of last year during the annual spring breakup of 
the Hay River. The falls are just south of Enterprise.

HubOpiniOn
Historical Quote

"Let us put our minds together and see what life we can 
make for our children."

– Sitting Bull

2011
CCNA

What do you think of ringette?

You 
said 
It!

Jackson fuller
"it's really good. it can 
also help you with other 
sports that you play 
when you're skating 
because it can help your 
ability and your co-ordin-
ation of when to receive 
things."

Genevieve Stephen
"i think it's super fun. 
instead of having a 
puck, you have to have a 
ring, and it's more chal-
lenging to put the stick 
in a ring."

Jersey Ashton
"it's fun. i think it's chal-
lenging because it's a 
new sport that i didn't 
even know really how 
to do. And it's fun to try 
new things. So it's kind 
of a challenge."

Brigitte Stephen
"ringette as a sport is 
a wonderful game. you 
use all your teammates 
to actually make a play 
from one end of the ice 
to the other. it's a fun 
game and very sports-
manlike."

Ready for breakup?
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Rezoning of the land targeted for the Fraser Place residential 
land development has been approved by Hay River town council.

During its March 29 online meeting, council passed third and 
final reading of the bylaw to rezone the land from institutional 
and parks to residential, clearing the way for the creation of 29 
residential building lots.

Mayor Kandis Jameson and a couple of councillors took the 
opportunity to tout the benefits of the controversial project, which 
will be built in part of a wooded area unofficially referred to by 
some people as the Hay River Nature Park.

"This area has been identified for over 15 years by councils," 
said Jameson. "It is easily developed at a relatively low cost. It 
uses existing infrastructure."

She noted that council has received a lot of questions about the 
proposed Sundog land development near the Hay River Regional 
Health Centre.

"Sundog would need a lift station. So the cost and the time, 
we'd be looking at another four or five years, and the cost is 
probably three or four times more than what it would cost us to 
develop Fraser Place," she said.

Jameson said Fraser Place is the first step to address the short-
term housing needs of the community.

"Through the community consultation phase and general 
feedback received to date, council and administration both feel 
that we have a design that preserves the majority of the habitat 
in the area and also preserves the existing and valued nature trail 
system," she said.

Nothing in the inventory
The mayor noted the town currently has no residential-zoned 

properties in inventory and there is very little housing available 
for sale on the private market, while the town is positioned for 
economic growth.

Coun. Steve Anderson said he would rather see development 
of Sundog, but it is too costly and not doable at this time.

Anderson noted town administration has done what it can do 
to preserve trails at Fraser Place.

"So the plan looks good to me and we've had some good feed-
back from community members with regards to the plan, which 
is really encouraging," he said.

Coun. Brian Willows said he supports the rezoning bylaw.
"We're not always going to be able to please everyone, but I 

think administration and council have gone a long way in hearing 
what the concerns are and have gone a very long way in trying 
to address the concerns around the trails," Willows said. "And 
I think that they have developed a plan that is pleasing to the 
eye and still maintains the environment and the trails, and the 
ability for people to recreate in that area. So I think it's a good 
compromise all the way around and I think it's a good project for 
the community."

Mike Auge, the town's director of public works, told the coun-
cil meeting that tree removal should begin in April.

Auge added that a consultant is working on the detailed design 
of the Fraser Place project, and it should soon be ready to go out 
for tender.

At a March 17 public consultation on the proposed rezoning, a 
number of people voiced opposition to the Fraser Place develop-
ment, which will be primarily designed for single-family housing 

units.
The objections included the effects on the natural environ-

ment, the possibility of cost overruns, whether the lots would 
actually sell, increased traffic in the area, whether $3 million is 
a reasonable estimate for the cost of the development, and many 
other concerns.

Rezoning paves way 
for new subdivision

PAUL BIckfORD
editor@ssimicro.com

Tree clearing expected to start this month for 29-lot development

image courtesy of the Town of Hay river 

Hay river town council has approved rezoning 
for the Fraser Place residential land development. 
This conceptual illustration shows what Fraser 
Place might look like once it is completed.

Inspector Barry LaRocque 
has been appointed the new 
officer in charge (OIC) of the 
RCMP's South District of the 
NWT.

LaRocque is a 28-year vet-
eran of the RCMP, with most 
of that service in 
Alberta.

In 2019, he 
was transferred 
to Yellow-
knife to be the 
liaison between 
the GNWT's 
Department of 
Justice and the 
RCMP's 'G' Div-
ision.

A March 30 
news release 
announcing his 
new appoint-
ment stated that 
LaRocque is 
committed to 
incor porat ing 
acts of reconciliation into the 
policing service within com-
munities, and promoting com-

munity involvement by RCMP 
members with a goal of build-
ing healthier and safer com-
munities.

"During my time as the 
OIC of South District, I want 
to promote community poli-
cing as much as possible," he 
stated. 

"Our members are involved 
in the commun-
ities they live 
in and police. 
From coach-
ing to assisting 
Elders, to feasts, 
it's all about 
good relation-
ships with our 
citizens." 

His man-
agement style 
was described 
as promoting 
sound deci-
sion making, 
good quality 
invest igat ions 
and attention to 
detail.

The RCMP's South Dis-
trict includes the detachment 
in Hay River.

LaRocque, who was sworn 
into the RCMP in 1992 while 
living in Regina, Sask., has 
had a varied career with the 
police force.

Following  recruit training, 
he started his general duty 
policing career in Cold Lake, 
Alta.

From 1998 to 2011, LaRo-
cque was posted to differ-
ent plain clothes investigation 
sections within Alberta, and 
worked on drug enforcement, 
criminal intelligence and 
national security. In addition, 
he was a crisis negotiator in 
many high-risk situations.

From 2011 to 2017, he 
served in general duties in 
Blackfalds, Alta., and then as 
a detachment commander in 
Elk Point, Alta.

From 2017 to 2019, LaRo-
cque led the development 
of the Alberta RCMP's Call 
Back Unit, which managed 
calls for service that did not 
require immediate police 
attendance and freed up gen-
eral duty members to deal 
with other more complex calls 
for service.

Meet the new 
RCMP boss

PAUL BIckfORD
editor@ssimicro.com

Inspector Barry LaRocque is a 28-year veteran

Inspector barrY 
larocque: has been 
appointed officer in 
charge (OIC) of the 
RCMP's South District 
in the NWT.

photo courtesy of the RcMP



www.hayriverhub.com6 ▼ WedNeSdAy, APriL 7, 2021



WedNeSdAy, APriL 7, 2021 ▼ 7www.hayriverhub.com

A community housing plan will be completed for Hay River.
On March 22, town council directed administration to enter 

into a participation agreement with the NWT Housing Corpora-
tion to complete such a plan

"They want to assess, basically, what are the needs in the 
community as far as types of housing, size of housing, multi-
family type units," said Deputy Mayor Robert Bouchard, adding 
the plan is in line with what is needed in Hay River.

Bouchard noted Hay River will be the first large community 
in the NWT to get such a plan.

"We will basically get everybody's input on housing needs in 
the community," he said. "So I think it's right up our alley with 
what we want."

Mayor Kandis Jameson also welcomed the community housing 
plan.

"There's more than just that we'll know what we need," she said. 
"I think that it will back up a lot of the applications that we put 
forward. So I really think it's an exciting thing."

Plan to be finished this year
The plan will be targeted for completion in 2021.
According to background material provided to town council, a 

community housing plan is a document that sets a strategic direc-
tion for housing within a community and supports potential invest-
ment opportunities.

The plan presents current and future housing needs through 
research, and includes consultation with community members and 
organizations. It considers social, cultural, economic, environment-
al, and other factors that impact housing situations and demand.

The NWT Housing Corporation's goal is to establish a plan for 
each community in the territory.

Through the proposed partnership agreement with Hay 
River, the town would provide one representative to sit on an 
advisory committee and offer advice throughout the project.

The aim is for the committee to also include a representative 
from each of West Point First Nation, the Hay River Metis Gov-
ernment Council and K'atlodeeche First Nation. Other commit-
tee members would represent groups such as housing providers, 
developers, seniors, youth, and the business community.

The NWT Housing Corporation would be responsible for 
costs associated with completing the plan, including consulting 
costs, while the town would provide meeting space.

A consultant would conduct community engagements, gather 
information, analyze findings and draft the housing plan docu-
ment.

Town working on  
new housing plan

PAUL BIckfORD
editor@ssimicro.com

NWTHC to be partner on project

the town of Hay 
river and the NWT 
Housing Corpora-
tion will be entering 
into an agreement to 
create a community 
housing plan. Most 
recently, the corpora-
tion has been build-
ing RCMP housing at 
several locations in 
the community.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

Discussions and preparations are 
underway in advance of spring break-
up of the Hay River, which usually 
happens in late April or early May.

Glenn Smith, the town's senior 
administrative officer, told the March 
29 online meeting of council that 
there's a lot going on in preparing for 
breakup.

"But we're well prepared, espe-
cially coming out of last year and the 
challenges associated with accom-
modating, feeding, transporting both 
within the community here and the 
plans in case we had to evacuate to 
other communities," he said. "We're 
in good shape, but there's more infor-
mation to come to really solidify the 
procedures."

Ross Potter, the town's director of 
protective services, updated council 
on the preparations so far in light of 

continuing high water in the river and 
on Great Slave Lake.

"As everybody is aware, we're kind 
of concerned about what may happen 
this year," Potter said. "There's an 
awful lot of effort that's already gone 
into getting prepared for what's going 
to be happening."

The water has been estimated to 
be two to three feet higher than nor-
mal.

"We have our ice thickness testing 
set up to be accomplished somewhere 
between April 9th and 16th, and the 
reason for those particular dates is 
so that our data follows through from 
year to year," noted Potter. "Other-
wise, if you're not comparing apples 
to apples, it can get a little bit confus-
ing as to what's going on with the ice."

A meeting of the local Emergency 
Measures Organization also took 
place on March 29.

Among many other things, the 
town has developed a communica-

tions plan for the news media and 
social media.

Potter said a monitoring crew is 
also in place to keep a watch on the 
river.

"I have approximately 15 people 
that are going to be doing monitoring 
for us this year," he said. "The great-
est proportion of them are all trained, 
have been doing it for years. So we 
should be able to get a good flow 
of information coming from those 
people."

The Department of Infrastructure 
has been asked to take care of the 
highway delineators in areas that may 
possibly flood, and to have equipment 
available for clearing roads in areas 
such as Porritt Landing.

Potter has also talked to CN about 
their railcars.

"They will be storing their rail-
cars on their property on the outside 
of town by the junction during any 
breakup activities," he said, referring 

to the junction of Highway 2 and 
Highway 5.

The Canadian Coast Guard Aux-
iliary has been asked to help in case a 
water rescue is required.

And the town is working on set-
ting up an evacuation process and 
accommodations.

Potter said the town will be look-
ing at private transportation, while 
the fire department will take care of 
anybody with mobility issues.

An RV camp will once again be 
set up this year, preparations for that 
are expected to start mid-April.

The animal shelter will be involved 
in accommodating pets from evacu-
ated areas.

Coun. Keith Dohey asked if con-
versations have taken place with the 
Office of the Chief Public Health 
Officer on evacuation accommoda-
tions in terms of continuing Covid-19 
concerns.

"Basically, last year we were full 

in isolation and didn't really know 
where we were going with Covid and 
what that looked like," said Dohey. "I 
think obviously we're in a little bet-
ter spot this time around. So I'm just 
wondering if some of those questions 
have been asked or requests made on 
how we'll go about an evacuation and 
where people can stay, and if we're 
going to have to be evacuating to 
Yellowknife again."

Smith said planning has started 
for registration and accommodations 
at an evacuation centre, along with 
people evacuated from Vale Island 
staying with family and friends.

The SAO noted that the Office of 
the Chief Public Health Officer and 
the GNWT is working on evacuation 
guidelines that will be used through-
out the territories.

Smith said there are different 
scenarios for evacuation and accom-
modations, which vary depending on 
the Covid-19 situation at breakup.

Hub gets ready for breakup
SAO says community is well prepared

PAUL BIckfORD
editor@ssimicro.com
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An initiative to reintroduce the 
sport of ringette to the NWT has made 
a stop in Hay River.

Learn to Play Ringette clinics were 
held in the community for training ses-
sions on March 30 and 
31, and skills competi-
tions on April 2.

"It has been out of 
the territories for many, 
many years," said 
Thorsten Gohl of Fort 
Providence, who organ-
ized the clinics for Ring-
ette Canada.

That absence is esti-
mated to be 25 years or 
more.

Gohl said the nation-
al sports organization 
received federal funding 
to bring ringette back to the territories 
with an initial focus on the Deh Cho 
region.

"There's a two-year plan in place 
where the first one is just to bring clin-
ics in and see who's interested, maybe 
find some volunteers," he said, adding 
the next step would be maybe setting 
up a territorial sports organization or 
a league.

Christy Schwartz, a volunteer who 
helped out at the clinics in Hay River, 

said a good number of people in the 
NWT have never heard of ringette.

She explained it's a lot like hockey, 
but with some major differences.

"You're on the ice. You're skating. 
It's the same equipment," she said. 
"There's a lot of different rules. There's 
no offside. There's no icing. There's 

different rules in place 
to kind of take the place 
of those."

Most notably, ring-
ette is played with bla-
deless sticks and a ring 
instead of a puck.

Schwartz, who played 
ringette 25 years ago in 
Alberta, said she enjoyed 
pretty much everything 
about the game

"But obviously the 
team camaraderie was 
big for me, and just love 
of the sport," she said. 

"Getting out and playing every week, 
and the competition."

The game, which was invented in 
Canada, is primarily played by females, 
and is popular in several parts of the 
country, including Alberta, Quebec, 
Ontario and the Atlantic Provinces.

The clinics in Hay River attracted 
interest from both girls and boys.

Schwartz would like to see a ring-
ette league in Hay River.

"That would be super cool," she 

said.
The clinics in Hay River and else-

where were guided by Laurence St. 
Denis, a player and coach from Mont-
real.

"It's quite big," she said of the game 
in Quebec. "We play ringette a lot 
and we have ringette in the Canada 
Games."

St. Denis said she is excited to intro-
duce the sport to people in the NWT, 
both children and their parents, and 
they seemed to like it a lot.

"Everyone was really happy to play 
a new sport and try something new," 
she said. "And they were really happy 
to have me here."

St. Denis said she focused on stick 
handling with the ring, passing and 
shooting.

"But skating is 100 per cent the base 
of ringette," she said.

Gohl noted that the clinics in Hay 
River attracted about 30 participants, 
ranging in age from under nine to 
under 19.

The week before the clinics, ring-
ette was also played with some minor 
hockey teams and the women's hockey 
team.

Gohl said ringette clinics have also 
been presented in the Deh Cho com-
munities of Fort Providence, Nahan-
ni Butte, Kakisa, Sambaa K'e, Fort 
Simpson, Wrigley, Fort Liard and Jean 
Marie River.

Hay River included on tour reintroducing ringette to NWT communities

The ring's return to the Hub

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

ten-year-old John bassett tried the sport of ringette dur-
ing recent clinics in Hay River.

PAUL BIckfORD
editor@ssimicro.com

▼ 
"You're on the 

ice. You're skating. 
It's the same 
equipment." 

Christy Schwartz ▼

HubspORTs
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Many young biathletes from Hay River 
starred at the Polar Cup 2 competition, held 
in Yellowknife on March 27 and 28.

"I thought the team did exceptionally 
well," said Chuck Lirette, the biathlon coach 
at the Hay River Ski Club. "They were really 
focused. They were excited to be on new 
trails and a new range, so I think that helped 
with the concentration and focus during the 
race."

Lirette noted that members of the team 
shot really well in the competition at the 
Yellowknife Ski Club.

"We had lots of kids who shot clean, 
which means they would hit 10 out of 10 or 
15 out of 15 targets in the race," he said, add-
ing they also skied well. "So it was a very 
successful weekend for our team, for sure."

There were 20 biathletes at Polar Cup 
2, and 14 of them came from Hay River. 
The only other community represented was 
Yellowknife.

One of the competitors from Hay River 
was 13-year-old Elie Lepage, who won two 
races in the junior boys' category.

"I did pretty good," he said. "I got two 
gold medals."

In fact, Elie noted that the whole team 
did very well.

"We were proud of each other for our 
placements," he said.

Elie has been competing in biathlon for 
three years.

"I like it because it works on discipline 
and endurance a lot, and I don't think very 
many hockey players can go and ski five 
kilometres," he said. "So it's one of the few 
sports that works on your endurance really 
hard."

Aside from the team's performance, the 
event in Yellowknife was really fun, Elie 
added. "The conditions were really nice. It 
was so warm out, nice and sunny. So I really 
enjoyed it."

Other first-place finishers among the 
Hay River team were Hunter Groeneweg-
en, Jaxin Coombs, Kason Coombs, Clare 
Engen, Annika Pellissey, Avery Groeneweg-
en and Lexus Pellissey.

Polar Cup 1 was held in Hay River in 
early March.

That earlier race featured 18 competitors, 
including three from Yellowknife.

Polar Cup 1 and Polar Cup 2 were the 
only biathlon races in the NWT this season.

"It's really important for the athletes 
to have a chance to compete against other 
competitors," said Lirette. "And this year, 
unfortunately, we're not able to travel to 
Alberta because of the border closure. So 
the only option that we have in terms of a 
competition were the Polar Cups. Last year, 
we brought some of our more senior athletes 
down to Grande Prairie for one race."

The coach said the Polar Cups are also 
important to prepare for the Arctic Winter 
Games.

The goal for this season was to get the 
athletes ready for the 2022 Arctic Winter 
Games, but that has been postponed indefin-
itely because of Covid-19.

Lirette, a past Team NT biathlon coach, 
said with the cancellation of the games in 
2020 and the indefinite postponement of the 
upcoming games, it could mean tough times 
for biathlon.

"Time is moving on and some of these 
kids are going to change in terms of their 
competitive categories," he said. "The 
younger kids only shoot in the prone (pos-
ition), but if the Arctic Winter Games are 
delayed, they'll have to do prone and stand-
ing (when they move up) and standing is a 
big transition. It takes around a full season 
for most kids to make that transition and get 
them comfortable shooting standing." 

-– with files from James McCarthy

'I thought the team did exceptionally well' says coach

Biathletes shine at Polar Cup
PAUL BIckfORD
editor@ssimicro.com

photos courtesy of Chuck Lirette

top: the biathlon team from Hay river at the recent Polar Cup 2 in Yellowknife consisted of, front row, left to right: Kason 
Coombs, Avery Groenewegen, Adele Russell, Sachey Pellissey and Davin Swallow; and back row, left to right: Clare Engen, 
Lexus Pellissey, Millie Hunt, Chuck Lirette (coach), Elie Lepage, Grayson Groenewegen, Hunter Groenewegen, Annika Pellis-
sey, Elijah Engen and Jaxin Coombs. Middle: Hay River's Annika Pellissey shoots from the standing position at the recent 
Polar Cup 2 biathlon competition in Yellowknife. bottom: Elie Lepage of Hay River shoots from the prone position during the 
recent Polar Cup 2 biathlon competition in Yellowknife.
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