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A pile of 
poultry

Top of  
the World 
Loppet 
making a 
comeback

Sled races at Mad  
Trapper Rendezvous

"I would encourage any resident who cares about our little town to seriously consider putting their 
name on the ballot in the upcoming election this fall."

– Coun. Steven Baryluk rebuts last week's editorial, page 7.

Sports

Wawzonek 
talks  
tourism  
in the 
Beaufort

NewsPhotos

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo 

Butch Kaglik walks away with a box of eight halal chickens 
courtesy of the Inuvik Food Bank. The bank had a very good 
problem last week after a truckload of poultry nearly buried 
the non-profit.



2  INuvIK drum, Thursday, April 8, 2021

Inuvik's Food Bank had a very 
good problem last week. Inuvik Food 
Bank president Angela McInnes said 
Food Banks Canada offered to send 
up a shipment of poultry, but she 
didn't anticipate just how much.

While unloading box after box 
from a truck full of frozen chickens, 
McInnes recalled some advice her 
husband once distributed to their 
son.

"Marry a woman who measures 

before she buys. Will this fit in the 
house?" she said. "They took out 
the cupboards and shelves to make 
room. In the end there was still no 
room for the last two pallets.

"It filled the sea can to the ceil-
ing."

When the truck drove away, 
McInnes surveyed the mountain 
of meat. It occupied every inch of 
free space. There were 16 pallets of 
chicken, each pallet had 34 cases and 
each case had eight chickens – leav-
ing McInnes with 4,352 chickens to 

get to hungry families.
The food bank set to work getting 

them distributed. 
Volunteers Gail-Ann Raddi and 

AJ Minakis helped out by making 
deliveries and the bank set the time 
of 5:30 p.m., March 29 for people to 
come pick up a box.

Word spread fast, thanks to social 
media, and people flocked to the 
food bank. When the dust settled, 
McInnes estimated that 560 house-
holds in town were able to get a box 
of chicken.

More food on the way
Now with her free space back, 

McInnes said there is more food on 
the way. Orders of canned pasta, 
beans, noodles and other dry goods 
are expect in the coming weeks and 
she added she was hoping to bring 
more chicken up too.

Keeping Inuvik fed is an ongoing 
struggle and as a non-profit the Food 
Bank relies almost entirely on dona-
tions. Most recently, the Northwest 
Territories Association of Commun-
ities awarded the food bank with a 

$5,000 cheque to keep its operation 
going.

McInnes expressed her thanks to 
Raddi and Minakis for their help 
distributing the truckload of chick-
ens and added the food bank was 
always looking for more help from 
volunteers.

"When I was a kid, everyone was 
your Nanuk and they fed you when 
you came over," said McInnes. "That 
kind of feeling is wonderful.

"Let's build that kind of commun-
ity again."

Donation from Food Banks Canada leaves non-profit scrambling to move pallets of poultry

Truckload of chickens distributed
by Eric Bowling  

Northern News Services

news
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Industry, Tourism and 
Investment Minister Caroline 
Wawzonek was bustling with 
excitement when speaking of 
her tours of the Beaufort Delta.

"It has been phenomenal," 
she said. "We've been all over. 
Everyone is really excited to 
show us what they've been 
working on. The level of energy 
has been really wonderful."

Wawzonek was in the Beau-
fort Delta March 16 to 19 to meet 
with local governments and get 
a look at the facilities at work 
in the area. Aside from speak-
ing to councils of the hamlets 
of Aklavik and Tuktoyaktuk, 
she also got to see projects at 
the Aurora Research Institute, 
the Arts and Crafts Technology 
Micro-Manufacturing Centre 
(ACTMC), the Canadian Satel-
lite Ground Station, the Western 
Arctic Business Development 
Corporation (WABDC), the 
Business Development Invest-
ment Corporation (BDIC) and 
the Inuvik Greenhouse.

She also spoke to the heads 
of the Gwich'in Tribal Council, 
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation 
and the Town of Inuvik.

Noting tourism took a huge 
hit in 2020, Wawzonek said most 
discussions she had in her tours 
of the Beaufort Delta focused 
around reassessing strategy.

"When tourism does start to 
resume – which it will – what 
do we need to be even further 
ahead in?" she said. "So while 
there's been challenges, people 
have that sense that now is the 
opportunity to plan and to build.

"There's a lot of really good, 
future-oriented ideas here."

'Very specific  
things ITI can do'

She added Industry, Tour-
ism and Investment was looking 
into what it could provide for 
tourism initiatives in the com-
ing year.

A takeaway from the trip she 
noted was the need for more 
communication across minis-
tries. 

One possibility was through 
Education, Culture and Employ-
ment – establishing the needed 
training to expand capacity for 
tourism.

"There's very specific things 
that ITI can do," she said. "In 
terms of the funding we have, 

training programs and partner-
ships with the larger tourism 
organizations across the terri-
tory."

Next step, she said, was 
implementing the tourism 2025 
strategy. It was supposed to 
be released in 2020, but was 
delayed by the pause forced by 
the pandemic.

However, she added the 
pause enabled ITI to go back 

and get a better assessment of 
what tourism operators need.

"We want to bring that out 
this next fiscal year," she said. 
"See what the recovery looks 
like and see what the federal 
government does in terms of 
providing continuous support 
for recovery."

Wawzonek also added a key 
part of economic development 
in the Delta was supporting 

the micro-business initiatives 
throughout the region.

She noted both the WABDC 
and BDIC were supporting 
people who had created their 
own jobs by recognizing oppor-
tunities for business and estab-
lishing themselves.

"There's a lot of industry 
opportunities," she said. "It's 
clear there's a strong spirit of 
entrepreneurship here."

Did we get it wrong?
The photo caption of last week's story "Outspoken 

councillors broke rules, say peers" contains an error – 
it states Paul MacDonald resigned after a discussion, 
however he resigned before the discussion.

'There's a lot of really good, future-oriented  
ideas here' says ITI Minister

Wawzonek tours Beaufort 
Delta business infrastructure

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of GNWT 

Industry, Tourism and Investment Minister Caroline Wawzonek holds a CUBESat 
made by the Aurora Research Institute during her visit to Inuvik March 19. The micro-
satellite will be launched into orbit as part of the AuroraSat-1 project – the NWT's first 
satellite. 

News
Briefs

Town sets live traps for nuisance 
dog in Choo Choo Park

A pestering pooch has prompted the town to 
set live traps to catch the dastardly dog.

A March 31 notice from Fire Chief Cynthia 
Hammond states the town is trying to catch 
a nuisance dog near Choo Choo Park, Raven 
Street and Inuit Road.

As such, the town "would like to remind 
residents not to leave your children unattended 
in the Choo Choo Park area and please keep 
your own dogs inside or tied on your property 
to avoid any confrontation," reads the notice.

The town has set live traps in Blueberry 
Patch field, it continues.

Mayor Natasha Kulikowski published a 
video presentation on April 1 asking residents 
to keep their dogs tied up, noting reports of 
other loose dogs have hampered the chase.

"We understand that people are worried, and 
we are too," she said. "We're taking this very 
seriously. The safety of the public and of our 
staff is of utmost importance."

The dog has so far eluded all attempts to 
bring it into custody. The town posted an update 
April 6 that it has contacted the dog's owner and 
"the matter is being dealt with accordingly."

GNWT offers procurement 
workshops for business owners

A series of workshops are being offered by 
the GNWT to both gather feedback on improv-
ing the public procurement process and to edu-
cate business owners on doing business with the 
government.

The first three workshops have already been 
completed – haven't been held April 7 and 8, 
but two further sessions on Procuring Goods 
and Services under $10,000 for Vendors will be 
hosted April 12 and 19 from 1:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Sessions feature one-on-one guidance in 
bidding for government contracts and how the 
government selects tenders.

For information on how to attend and to 
register, contact procurement_training@gov.
nt.ca or phone 867-767-9044.

All welcome to wellness meeting
The Beaufort Delta Region Regional Well-

ness Council is inviting all to join a virtual 
meeting on April 16 and 17 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Part of ongoing efforts to promote physical 
and mental well-being in the region, the meet-
ing will be held online to be Covid-19 safe. 

Anyone interested in joining the meeting 
can dial in by phone by calling 1 (866) 459-
8175 or online by visiting https://join.telemerge.
vc/gnwt/#/?conference=38324. For either meth-
od, the conference ID is 38324 and the guest 
PIN is 6672. Anyone with further inquiries is 
asked to call 1 (867) 678-8087 extension 1 for 
details.

Inuvik Cycling Club  
plans Aklavik ice ride

Cyclists in Inuvik are contemplating taking 
to the Aklavik Ice Road for a last, first ride of 
spring.

World record holding cyclist Chris Bruckner 
announced on March 31 the club was planning 
to do a ride to Aklavik somewhere between mid 
to late April. The ride, should it happen, would 
be supported by volunteers and may include 
overnight accommodations.

Bruckner writes "If an epic 120 kilometre 
ride like this appeals to you, shoot me a mes-
sage and we can plan accordingly."

His posting also notes the club has extra 
equipment for eager cyclists. The club has been 
hosting rides around Inuvik, including an Easter 
weekend bike-a-thon, in preparation.

Join the Inuvik Cycling Club Facebook 
group for more information.

Active cases: 1
Confirmed cases: 76
recovered cases: 75
Completed tests: 16,084
Negative tests: 16,014
Pending tests: 24

days since first confirmed case: 377
days since last confirmed case: 3
Vaccines
First doses administered: 23,722
Second doses administered: 13,933
Total doses administered: 37,655

fact fIlE
nwT coVId-19 sITuaTIon as of aprIl 5

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics
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This week we had a story about 
funding from Ottawa for two green 
energy projects in the Delta – 
towards planning a wind farm in 
Paulatuk and establishing a biomass 
supply chain in Fort McPherson.

McPherson's plan in particular 
seems to have drawn a bit of atten-

tion from a 
commenter who 
identified them-
selves only as 
"Peter." 

Peter's com-
ments on the 
idea of a bio-
mass project 
appeared on our 
website as fol-
lows:

"Biomass 
doesn't work for 

the Northern communities, lack of 
wood pellet suppliers, lack of trans-
portation and storage and keeping 
pellets dry, heavy emissions from 
trucks transporting pellets from B.C./
Alberta to the North. Logistics issues 
closures of ferries and ice roads. 
High cost for transport, maintenance 
and pellets. Three times costlier than 
diesel or natural gas. Not worth it for 
the minor reduction of emissions as 
those 18 wheelers diesel trucks have 
to transport heavy loads of pellets 
daily."

Aside from suggesting the com-
menter missed the part of the story 
that states the wood fibre to fill this 
supply chain will be harvested from 
willow trees around Fort McPherson, 
the comment seems to draw from a 
gloomy picture of biomass that has 
been painted by people seemingly 
opposed to wood as an alternative to 
fossil fuels.

It goes something like this – vast 
tracks of pristine forest get clear 
cut by greenhouse gas emitting 
machines, hauled to a factory by 
trucks to be processed into pellets, 
burning carbon all the way. Then, 
to add insult to injury, those pellets 
are carted even further away from 

their original source to be burned. It 
certainly makes the process sound 
unappealing.

But that doesn't seem to be what 
is happening here in the Delta. This 
is only the latest development in 
a series of biomass projects, all of 
which seem to be acutely aware of 
the carbon-costs of driving product 
up here and are focused on the need 
to locally source our fuel.

Other non-biomass projects also 
show this understanding – the Inuvi-
aluit Regional Corporation is working 
to resurrect the TUK-18 natural gas 
well with the logic in mind that it cre-
ates far less emissions when burned 
and there are far less emissions 
involved in getting it here.

In either case, making the switch 
would mean far less diesel would 
need to be driven up here from B.C. 
and Alberta, on top of the reduced 
emissions from cleaner fuels. It also 
promotes energy autonomy in the 
region, reducing the reliance on the 

global supply chain, which in itself is 
a huge source of global emissions. 

In the wood pellet case, it's also 
sustainable, promoting the growth of 
new, carbon-eating trees for future 
product.

Another biomass-related project 
the world doesn't know enough 
about in the region is the Aurora 
Research Institute's efforts to make 
pellets out of cardboard. These pel-
lets can be mixed into a wood pellet 
system, meaning the vast amounts 
of cardboard that makes its way up 
North to bring everything from food 
to life-saving equipment could sud-
denly become a fuel source.

Other developments in the world, 
such as the impending rise of elec-
tric vehicles, will displace carbon 
emissions from these grassroots 
energy projects further. I can't speak 
for how biomass is being done else-
where on earth, but the Beaufort 
Delta seems to be doing the right 
things.

Northern News Services

Attacks on North's push towards 
biomass are misinformed

Youth of the week

taylor Cardinal wilSon

Our Youth of the Week is Taylor Cardinal Wilson. The East 
Three Grade 6 student loves to be active and play sports 
with her classmates. In particular, she loves to play soc-
cer and volleyball. Her favourite subjects are math, social 
studies and health and she loves to represent the Gwich'in 
Settlement Area. Her mother added she's very proud of her.
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It's been three years since 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Top of the World Loppet, but 
a rejuvenated Inuvik Ski Club 
is ready to go April 10.

This year the loppet is 
boasting six events. Keeping 
Covid-19 safe, the loppet will 
kick off with the 15 and 10 
kilometre runs at 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by the five kilometre 
and three-and-a-half kilo-
metre runs, which will start 
between 11:45 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. For the kids and novices, 
the half-kilometre run will be 
accessible from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m.

A relay race for teams 
of three within their Covid-
19 bubble to split the course 
begins at 3:15 p.m. 

Each member covers a 
half-kilometre and best team 
costume wins a prize.

Relay-racers won't tag off 
– one skier will cross the tran-
sition line and the next one 
will take off. There is no limit 
on how long it takes a skier 
to complete a course, just the 
timeframe in which skiers can 
begin each circuit.

Noting the club was trying 
to avoid having large groups 
of people on the start line at 
once, Loppet organizer Tess 
Forbes said the staggered 
starting times kept the event 
Covid-19 friendly.

It also frees up skiers to 
just focus on having fun.

"This race is as competitive 
as you want it to be," she said. 
"We don't want anyone to feel 
excluded."

Equipment will be avail-
able for rent from the cha-
let and the event is free to 

attended. Skiers can regis-
ter for the Top of the World 
Loppet upon arrival. Due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, there 
won't be any food provided 
this year.

Anyone unable to ski 
but still interested in getting 
involved is welcome to vol-
unteer. Forbes said the club 
needed help out with registra-
tion, to maintain the chalet, 
and collecting and sanitizing 
bibs.

The club also needs some-
one to cheer the skiers on as 
they make their way through 
the course.

"The more people that 

want to come down and help 
– even for one or two hours – 
the better," said Forbes. "The 
more we're prepared, the eas-
ier it is."

Forbes added the club had 
16 prizes to hand out, but was 
still deciding how to award 
them. The prizes will focus on 
best times through the course 
and other feats of skill.

Inuvik last held a Top of 
the World Loppet in 2018, 
when the club hosted the 50th 
year of the classic. Both the 
club and the loppet ceased 
operations after that for a host 
of reasons, but recent enthusi-
asm has brought them back.

Loppet set 
for April 10 

return 

Top of the World Loppet  
returns after three-year hiatus

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services

Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

Caitlin Church, Angeline Church, Elijah day and Zandria Blake take a break from the trails during the Inuvik Ski Club's Valentine's Day 
candlelight ski in February. The club is bringing back the long-loved Top of the World Loppet on April 10.

photo courtesy Inuvik Ski Club 

A map of the Inuvik Ski Club trails. The Top of the World Loppet will use these 
to form 15, 10, five, three-and-a-half and half-kilometre long courses. 
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Eye on the prize! Jimmy Kalinek blasts forward on 
the main drag of the race. He held fourth for most 
of the circuit before pushing into third place.

Too close to call! Racers in the Women's cross 
country compete for a $1,000 top prize. The Bun 
Bun Arey Open Classic was held two days later and 
won by Courtney Charlie.

neck and neck! A cloud of powder is kicked up as 
two racers vie for inches during the opening day of 
races at the Mad Trapper Rendezvous.

Finish! A racer passes the finish line to close off 
the first snowmobile rally in the Delta in 2021. 
Four races were held throughout the day.

Eat my dust! The Richardson Mountains rise up in 
the distance at the starting line during the Men's 
open class cross country April 2.

Full speed ahead! A racer kicks up some snow as he completes a lap in the race for a $1,500 purse. 
Weather conditions were perfect for racing.

Mad Trapper Rides again
photo story

Aklavik kicked off the return of the Mad Trapper Rendez-
vous with a bang, hosting a series of snowmobile rallies to a 
line-up of spectators nearly a kilometre long. 

The Rendezvous ran April 2 to 5, featuring numerous races 
on foot and on Ski-Doo. Talent shows were held online over 
Facebook and the community that Never Says Die lives on.

Northern News Services

snowMoBIlE 
Feature
by Eric Bowling 

And they're off! The men's open class cross 
country launched across the starting line after a 
two year hiatus. The racers didn't take long to get 
back into the rhythm of the race, competing for a 
$1,500 purse.

Eric Bowling/NNSL photos

Tight corners! Two racers wrestle their way around 
a winding portion of the Aklavik skidoo course dur-
ing the opening race.
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friday, april 9
Inuvik Cancer Support Group 
Peer support
Ingamo Hall
6 to 8 p.m.
Inuvik's Cancer Support Group 
is hosting peer support meet-
ings once again at Ingamo 
Hall. Limited capacity of 10 
per session, held every Friday. 
To register or for more infor-
mation, contact ruth Wright 
at 867-678-0801.

friday, april 9 to sun-
day, april 11
Peer river Jamboree
Fort mcPherson
After spending last year in 
cyberspace, the Peel river 
Jamboree is back for three 
days this weekend. Attendees 
are asked to maintain safe 
Covid-19 practices and prac-
tice smart social distancing.

friday, april 9 to  
Monday, april 12
muskrat Jamboree
Inuvik
The muskrat Jamboree is back! Featuring skidoo 
races, talent contests, bingo raffles and more. A full 
schedule of events can be found at the Inuvik musk-
rat Jamboree's website.

saturday, april 10
Top of the World Loppet
Inuvik Ski Club
11 a.m to 3 p.m.
The Top of the World Loppet is back! Start times 
begin at 11 for the 15-kilometre circuit and are 
staggered throughout the day to be Covid-19 safe. 
Free to attend and no pre-registration necessary.

friday, april 16 to Monday, april 19
Beluga Jamboree

Tuktoyaktuk
The 50th annual Beluga Jamboree is ready to rock 
the Arctic coast. Jigging contests, races and many 
more fun family events. 
Organizers would like to remind attendees this is a 
drug and alcohol free event.

friday, april 23 to sunday, april 25
Arctic red river mackenzie Jamboree
Tsiigehtchic
All weekend
With the Chief Public Health Officer's stamp of 
approval, the Tsiigehtchic mackenzie Jamboree is 
set to happen this spring! 
A schedule of events is in the works and thing will 
run differently to keep in sync with Covid-19 safety 
requirements.

Community 
Calendar

to have an event listed in this free feature, call (867) 777-4545, or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com. Submissions should be received 
two weeks prior to the event.  
Non-profit or community events only please. There is no guarantee submissions will be published.

 is editor of the
 Inuvik drum. Send your ideas  

to inuvikdrum@nnsl.com 
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Arctic Petroleum Services in  
Aklavik opens with 99 cent gas

Aklavik
Helping eager snowmobilers gas up for the Mad Trap-

per Rendezvous, the freshly opened Arctic Petroleum Ser-
vices gas bar in Aklavik held their grand opening April 1 
with gas priced at 99 cents per litre.

Running from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., the gas station serviced 
hundreds of vehicles and snowmobiles on its opening day.

Strict Covid-19 restrictions were in place, with a max-
imum of two customers in the office at any time and face 
masks required. Those who did not have a mask of their 
own were provided with one.

Next round of Covid-19 vaccines set 
Tetlit' Zheh/Fort McPherson

NWT Health and Social Services Authority is advising 
it will host another vaccination clinic in Fort McPherson 
this coming week, on April 13 and 14.

The clinic will administer the second dose of the 
Moderna vaccine for those who have already taken the 
first shot, and will provide the first dose of the vaccine for 
anyone 18 years of age or older.

The Moderna vaccine requires two separate shots 
taken 28 days apart to provide immunity from Covid-19. 
In trials, it was found to have a 94.1 per cent success rate 
preventing Covid-19 two weeks after the second dose.

Recycling schedule released for  
electronics and beverage containers

Tuktoyaktuk
Anyone in Tuktoyaktuk hoping to offload old electron-

ics and beverage containers will have a chance in the com-
ing months as ReThinkItNWT has released its summer 
recycling schedule.

A recycling depot will be open April 6 and 22 from 4 
to 6 p.m. The depot will be open twice a month through-
out the summer, with May 6 and 20 dates, June 10 and 24 
dates and July 8 and 22 dates.

Items that can be brought in include laptops, tablets 
and notebook computers, old printers, copiers, scanners 
and fax machines, keyboards, computer mice, monitors, 
servers, batteries and cellphones. For containers, glass 
bottles, aluminum and plastic containers, tetra packs, 
drink pouches, gable top cartons and bi-metal containers 
can all be brought in for a refund.

Depot staff ask anyone bringing empties to ensure the 
caps and covers are removed before bringing them in. For 
more information contact Jocelyn Noksana at 867-977-
2390/2004 or Bella Elias at 867-977-2363. The depot is 
located at the yellow building next to the Jason Jacobson 
Youth Centre.

Blizzard hits Paulatuk
Paulatuk

People in Paulatuk were under a blizzard warning April 
5 shortly before 4 p.m. Conditions with poor visibility were 
expected, with less than 400 metres of visibility holding in 
place for at least six hours.

Conditions were expected to continue throughout the 
evening and taper off overnight. Residents were advised to 
limit outdoor activities and travel from the reduced visibil-
ity and blowing snowdrifts.

Moisture in the form of snow is expected more fre-
quently throughout the Delta as temperatures slowly 
approach 0 degrees Celsius throughout the month.

photo courtesy Arctic Petroleum Services

The Arctic Petroleum Services gas bar opened 
in Aklavik April 1 and served hundreds of vehi-
cles ahead of the Mad Trapper Rendezvous 
snowmobile races.

Councillor says he was 
insulted by editorial

I am writing to express my dis-
appointment in your April 2, 2021 
editorial "What is the point of sitting on 
town council?" 

I take exception and find it rather 
insulting that you suggest councillors are 
just "rubber stamping administration's 
decisions and collecting $600 a month." 

We are not a bunch of 'fat cats' kick-
ing our heels up on the desks and doing 
nothing but "being there [for] extra 
cash."  

Yes, we are remunerated for 
attending meetings (as are other council-
lors across the country), but we are not 
paid for activities outside of the meet-
ings, such as reading the meeting pack-
ages, doing our own research on issues, 

discussing issues with residents, etc.
Besides this, I have a good job, as do 

other councillors.
I was born in Inuvik. I was raised in 

Inuvik. After finishing university I found 
myself back in Inuvik and invested in 
my own house here where I have been 
raising my own family. Inuvik is my 
home and I care about this community. 

I care about it so much that I made 
the choice to invest some of my time 
and energy into continuing to make this 
a great place to live. I have given up my 
time in unpaid, as well as paid capacities 
over the years. Money is not a primary 
calculation when I'm deciding what I 
choose to do and how to give back.

I have generally enjoyed your col-
umns, but this editorial smelled of lazy 
writing with one-sided presentation. 
There were compelling enough reasons 
that the decision – collectively made by 

all the councillors present at the meet-
ing – was decided the way it was, but 
this has not been presented to residents 
effectively by this newspaper or other 
media outlets. 

I would encourage you not to fall 
into the trap some previous editors of 
the Drum (and other media) seem to 
at times in trying to find, or generate, 
small town controversy. 

I have genuinely enjoyed my time 
on town council and have gained a 
much greater appreciation about what 
it takes behind the scenes to keep this 
community running and improving 
itself.

I would encourage any resident who 
cares about our little town to seriously 
consider putting their name on the bal-
lot in the upcoming election this fall.

Steven Baryluk
Inuvik Town Councillor

ReADeRs write
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Ottawa is sending some 
cash up North to assist in two 
projects designed to reduce 
the Beaufort Delta's depend-
ency on diesel by exploring 
wind power in Paulatuk and 
establishing a biomass supply 
chain in Fort McPherson.

NWT MP Michael 
McLeod announced two pro-
jects April 1 on behalf of 
Natural Resources (NRCan) 
Minister Seamus O'Regan Jr. 
worth more than $640,000.

Paulatuk Community 
Corporation will be receiv-
ing $442,000 for its part in 
the Beaufort Hamlet Energy 
Initiative. The funding will go 
towards establishing a com-
munity energy plan in con-
junction with Ulukhaktok, 
promote energy literacy in the 
community and skill building.

Paulatuk Energy Working 
Group chair Ray Ruben said 
in the release the plan would 
focus on tapping into the 
area's powerful wind resour-
ces, noting the community has 
dubbed itself the "South Wind 
Capital."

"Winter winds often 
become so strong and persis-
tent they create snow banks 

huge enough to bury houses," 
he said. "Kids can literally 
walk on the roofs and tobog-
gan down the banks."

Ruben added the idea had 
been in the works since 2007 
when members of the com-
munity attended a GNWT-
sponsored wind energy con-
ference in Tuktoyaktuk, where 
they met representatives from 
a community in Alaska which 
was using wind power to heat 
their homes.

He added bringing wind 
power to Paulatuk would help 
bring more self-sufficiency to 
the community and reduce the 
need to import fossil fuels from 
further south. It would also cre-
ate long-term jobs and provide 
new skill building opportun-
ities for the community.

"We are grateful to be part 
of NRCan's Clean Energy for 
Remote and Rural Commun-
ities program," he said. "Thank 
you, Canada, for believing in 
us and our experts."

A second investment of 
$200,000 will be going to Rat 
River Development Corpora-
tion to build a wood chip sup-
ply chain. The plan is to use 
locally harvested willow trees 
to make wood chips for bio-
mass systems to be used in 

heating and energy generation.
Rat River Development 

Corporation president Leslie 
Blake said the supply chain 
would create long-term jobs 
for the region in both the for-
estry and energy sector. 

She attributed the plan to 
the Teetl'lt Gwich'in Band's 

late Chief Johnny W. Kyikavi-
chik, who had maintained the 
project as a long-term vision.

"With Johnny's vision for 
willow heat and employment 
for community residents, we 
are moving forward in bio-
energy as much as possible to 
realize the vision of self-suffi-

ciency in alternative energy," 
she said, thanking NRCan for 
the contribution. "We look 
forward to our continued work 
with Natural Resources Can-
ada and the Clean Energy for 
Remote and Rural Commun-
ities Program."

Both projects are funded 

out of NRCan's Clean Energy 
for Rural and Remote Com-
munities program, which 
is a $220 million program 
designed to help rural and 
remote communities get away 
from diesel power, which is 
a significant contributor to 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Editor's note: This story contains graphic 
details that some readers may find disturbing.

A man has been found guilty of raping a 
person and keeping them prisoner in her own 
home.

Following a four-day trial in Inuvik Supreme 
Court that concluded April 1, Justice Lou-
ise Charbonneau found Christopher Thrasher 
guilty of sexual assault and unlawful confine-
ment.

A publication ban prevents the release of 
any information that could identify the victim, 
who testified to court by way of closed-circuit 
television to avoid seeing Thrasher and mini-
mize re-experiencing trauma. The victim also 
reported being afraid to be alone.

The victim told court she was drinking 
in her apartment with friends and Thrasher, 
who was under conditions to not be in contact 
with her, arrived with four bottles of wine and 
two large bottles of vodka. She told court she 
allowed Thrasher to stay because he had so 
much alcohol with him.

At some point in the evening, she passed 
out. She woke up to Thrasher forcing himself 
on her.

"He said he owned me and told me he was 
going to make sure no one else touches me but 
him," testified the victim, who eventually gave 
up fighting, turned her head to the side and 
closed her eyes.

Eventually, the victim said she started to feel 
sick and told Thrasher she was going to vomit. 
Thrasher got her a trash can and left the room. 
There was no one else in the apartment.

After the victim was able to get dressed, 
she said Thrasher kept them prisoner in her 

own apartment, preventing her from getting 
her jacket or phone and guarding the door out 
of the suite.

"He told me 'You're not (expletive) going 
anywhere,'" she testified. "'You're going to sit 
up and drink with me. We've got lots of booze.'"

The victim told court she pretended to drink 
vodka with Thrasher and kept giving him 
drinks until he appeared too drunk to prevent 
escape. She then asked to use the bathroom and 
made a break for it. The victim told court she 
first ran down the hallway to their neighbour's 
suite but no one was home, so she fled.

Once outside, another neighbour loaned his 
phone to the victim, who called police. Two 
police officers testified they arrived at 6:35 
p.m., April 3, 2020 and found the victim in a 
state of distress. The victim told police Thrash-
er was in her apartment. Thrasher was arrested 
for breach of his release conditions.

About 45 minutes later, the victim phoned 
police again and told them she had been raped. 

Thrasher took the stand in his defence, 
but Justice Charbonneau rejected his evidence 
on several grounds, notably that during cross 
examination he could not remember if the vic-
tim had given consent to sex or not.

"There were significant gaps in his mem-
ory," said Charbonneau. "Mr. Thrasher's time-
line does not make sense; the periods of lack of 
memory seem a bit convenient.

"In cross examination, he did not actually 
remember the sexual interaction. I find his evi-
dence completely unreliable."

In custody since his arrest, Thrasher will 
be sentenced in Yellowknife on May 3 to allow 
for the preparation of a pre-sentence report. By 
the time he is sentenced, he will have been in 
custody for 388 days.

Paulatuk to develop its wind potential, biomass project starting in Fort McPherson

'He said he owned me'

Ottawa chips in $640,000 for diesel 
use reduction across Beaufort Delta

Man convicted after 
forcible confinement

by Eric Bowling  
Northern News Services
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A fogbow wraps itself around the horizon in Paulatuk, nWT. The community is pressing forward with 
efforts to establish a wind power system with some financial help from Ottawa.
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