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ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑐᖅ 
ᕿᒪᐃᒐᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᐅᖁᖃᖅᑐᐊᓗᖕᒥᒃ

Arviat mom thrilled to leave 
mouldy apartment behind
ᓄᑕᕋᑯᓗᐃᑦ 
ᐱᙳᐊᓲᑦ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓲᓪᓗ 
ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑕᒃᑯᑦ

Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᙱᒻᒪᕆᒃᑐᑦ 
ᑎᒥᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᑎᓕᖕᓄᑦ 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕈᑎᒋᕙᒃᑕᖓ 
ᐱᙱᒻᒪᒍ

Tots play and 
learn through 
Pinnguaqta

Hamlet of Rankin 
Inlet angered by  
loss of group  
home contract

"Qaumajuq is a new museum, a transcendent place where Inuit vision and voices illuminate and inspire."
– Dr. Stephen Borys, director and CEO of Winnipeg Art Gallery, page 2.

Community

News

A little 
birdie 
told me...

photo courtesy of Olivia Ullyot

BJ Qarliksak of Baker Lake was one of those who played in the badminton camp as part of RPAN's multi-sport camps held 
in Baker Lake last month. See more photos on page 6.

photo courtesy of Reagan Niakrok
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ᐊᒃᓱᕉᑎᒌᓐᓇᖅᑕᖓ ᑎᑭᖦᖤᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᒥᐅᑕ Hᐊᓚᐅᕐᒧᑦ.
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᓂᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᓄᑕᕋᓕᒃ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᒡᓗ 

ᐊᑐᓚᐅᖅᑕᓂ ᐅᖁᖃᓪᓚᕆᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᒡᓗ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓚᒥᓄᑦ, ᓄᑖᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ ᓅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ 
ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᖅᐸᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᐊᖓᓂᒃ  
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ Hᐊᓚᐅᖅ, 36-ᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ, ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᖅᑳᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐊᔾᔨᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᒋᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᓴᓂᕋᖏᓪᓗ 
ᐅᖁᐃᓐᓈᓘᔮᖅᖢᑎᒃ, ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᑉᓗᓂ Facebook-ᑯᑦ.

Hᐊᓚᐅᖅ 12-ᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᑕᒥᖕᐅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᙶᖅᑐᒥᒃ, ᐃᒡᓗᒥᐅᖃᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ 13-ᓂᒃ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ, ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᑕᕋᖏᑦ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖏᑦ, 
ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᓄᑲᖏᖅ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓕᓵᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᖁᖃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓚᒥᓄᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕋᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ.

ᐊᑖᑕᒐ 60-ᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᓂᐲᕈᑎᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᓂᖅᓵᖅᑐᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖢᐊᖏᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᐸᓂᑯᓗᒐ ᐃᑉᔭᙳᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐅᑉᓗᒥᒧᑦ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᒫᑦᓯ 17-ᒥ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒋᔭᐅᑉᓗᓂ.

"ᐆᒻᒪᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᒋᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᕋ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ. 
"ᓂᐊᖁᙳᒃᑲᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᑉᓗᖓᓗ."

ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᕐᒥᐅᑖᒃ ᐳᓚᕋᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖓᓄᑦ 
ᒫᑦᓯ 17-ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᓗᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᑉᓯᑲᓪᓚᑦ ᐅᑉᓗᑦ 
ᐱᐊᓂᖕᒪᑕ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ, ᐅᖃᐅᑎᔭᐅᑉᓗᓂᓗ ᓄᑖᒥᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᒥᒃ 
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᖃᕐᒪᑦ.  ᓄᑖᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ ᓅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᒫᑦᓯ 26-ᒥ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓚᓐᓈᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᑕᙳᑎᒥᓂᒃ.

ᐃᒡᓗᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓ ᓄᑖᙳᖅᑎᖅᑕᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ "ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᑐᓄᐊᓄᑦ 
ᑐᖅᓲᖕᒧᑦ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

Hᐊᓚᐅᖅ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᖃᑉᓰᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᓂᒃ ᓄᑖᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒥᓃᓕᖅᖢᓂ, ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓴᐃᒻᒪᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥᓄᑦ.

"ᕿᐊᖅᑲᐅᔪᖓ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᓗᐊᒧᑦ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ. 
"ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑦ ᑐᐸᔾᔮᙱᓐᓇᑉᑕ ᓄᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᑎᐱᓕᐊᓗᖕᒥᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ."

Hᐊᓚᐅᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒥᐅᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᕋᒥ ᐅᐃᒥᓂᒃ ᓄᑕᕋᒥᓂᒡᓗ.
"ᖁᕕᐊᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖓ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ. "ᓄᑕᖅᑲᒃᑲ 

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᓐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑐᐸᒃᖢᓂ ᑎᐱᖃᙱᑦᑐᒥᒃ, 
ᓇᐃᒪᔪᓐᓃᕋᒥᒃ ᐅᖁᖕᒥᒃ."

ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖏᑦ ᓄᑖᒧᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ ᓅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑑᒃ, ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᓪᓚᕆᒃᑲᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ.

ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒍ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ 
ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᕐᔪᐊᒧᑦ ᒧᒥᓛᖅ ᖃᖅᑲᕐᒧᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖃᑦᑕᓕᕐᒪᑕ 

"ᓇᔪᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᙱᒻᒪᕆᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᓂᒃ" ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᒥᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᒪᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᑭᒃᓴᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐅᖁᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᑦ, ᐃᒪᕐᒧᓪᓗ 
ᓱᕈᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᐱᔪᐊᓘᓲᑦ.

21-ᓂᒃ ᒪᒃᐱᒐᓕᒃ ᐅᓂᑉᑳᓕᐊᖅ, ᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᑕᐃᒎᓯᓕᒃ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᙳᖅᑐᑦ, 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᖅᓱᖅᑑᕐᒥ, ᑰᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ, ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᓂ, ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓇᐅᔮᓂ, ᐳᓚᕋᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᓂᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᖃᖅᑲᖅ 2020-ᒥ.

"ᐅᖃᐅᖅᔭᐅᒐᔪᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ 'ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ' ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
'ᑲᙳᓱᒃᑐᖓ,' ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖁᔭᓕᔪᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒥᓂᒃ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐆᒻᒪᑎᖏᓐᓂᒡᓗ ᐅᕙᒻᓄᑦ.  ᑕᑯᒋᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ  
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓗᒃᑖᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᓗᒪᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᔪᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒥᓂᒃ,  ᑐᓗᖅᑕᕈᑎᖃᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᖅᑲᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.

"ᖁᒃᓴᓪᓚᒃᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᖓ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᖕᒪᖔᑕ 
ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᕝᕕᒋᓯᒪᔭᕋᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ.  ᖁᒃᓴᓪᓚᖕᓇᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᖅ, 
ᑐᓴᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕋᒪ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᓯᒪᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ.  ᐃᓅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 

ᐅᖁᓕᐊᓗᖕᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᕐᔪᐊᖑᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᓐᓇᕈᓕᖅᑐᑦ.  ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ.  
ᖃᖅᑲᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐸᓯᔭᒃᓴᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑑᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓅᔪᑦ.

"ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖃᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᖃᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ," 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ. "ᐅᓇ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐊᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐃᓇᓱᒃᑐᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᑖᖑᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᓴᖅᑕᐅᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓂᐱᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᓪᓗ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑐᒪᔪᓐᓃᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᓗᒪᔪᒦᑦᑐᒪᔪᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐊᑯᓂ.  ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᓯᒪᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓱᕈᓕᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᔪᓐᓇᙱᑕᖅᐳᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᓄᑎᒋ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ... ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᓪᓗ ᐃᓅᓯᖏᑦ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᒦᓕᖅᑐᑦ."

ᐃᒥᐅᑕ Hᐊᓚᐅᖅ, ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᓂᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᓄᑖᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᑖᖅᑐᖅ  
ᖁᓕᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᑭᒃᓴᖅᑳᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐅᖁᓕᐊᓗᖕᒥᓪᓗ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑳᖅᖢᑎᒃ

'ᕿᐊᖅᑲᐅᔪᖓ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᓗᐊᒧᑦ'

photo courtesy of emilda Hallauk

Emilda Hallauk shared a few images of the family's new apartment in Arviat. "I'm glad that we don't have 
to wake up in the old smelly apartment anymore," she said.

ᐃᒥᐅᑕ Hᐊᓚᐅᖅ ᑐᓂᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐊᕆᓯᒪᔭᒥᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᑖᓵᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ.  "ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑦ ᑐᐸᒋᐊᖃᖅᑲᐅᙱᓐᓇᑉᑕ 
ᓄᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᑎᐱᓕᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ." ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.
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On March 25 and 26 the Winni-
peg Art Gallery (WAG) celebrated the 
opening of the Qaumajuq Inuit Art 
Centre in Winnipeg, with a virtual cele-
bration and free days at WAG.

"I am very excited to share Qaumajuq 
with the world. A lot of ceremony went 
into preparing the artworks and build-
ing for opening, and I'm very grateful to 
the indigenous ceremonial leaders who 
brought their prayers to Qaumajuq and 
the spirit of the artworks that live here," 
said Julia Lafreniere, Head of Indigen-
ous initiatives at WAG.

It started with Qaumajuq's inaug-
ural exhibition INUA (Inuit Nunangat 
Ungammaktut Atautikkut), the former 
meaning "life force" in a number of 
dialects across the Arctic according 
to WAG, and the latter meaning "Inuit 
moving forward together." 

The exhibit features works of arts 
from all regions of Inuit Nunangat, 
from Nunatsiavut, Labrador, Nunavik, 
Nunavut, and the Inuvialuit Settlement 
Region.

The works from more than 90 
Inuit artists are featured in INUA with 
approximately 100 artworks repre-
senting a wide range of different media.

"Qaumajuq is a new museum, a tran-
scendent place where Inuit vision and 
voices illuminate and inspire. We would 

not be here without the dedication and 
support of many individuals, families, 
organizations, governments, staff and 
volunteers," said Dr. Stephen Borys, the 
director and CEO of WAG.

The virtual celebrations saw a var-
iety of artists perform online, including 
the Inuit performance group ArtCirq, 
hoop dancer Marika Sila, throat-singers 
Nikki Komaksiutiksak and Chastity 
Swan, as well as various Manitoba-
based artists. As part of the WAG 
opening, Winnipeg Mayor Brian Bow-
man announced the renaming of Colony 
Street between St. Mary and Portage 
Avenues to Paashchipew Way, in hon-
our of WAGs Qaumajuq.

"The opening of Qaumajuq is an 
incredible milestone for our commun-
ity," said Bowman.

"Qaumajuq will house the world's 
largest public collection of modern and 
contemporary Inuit art and will act as a 
bridge to the North."

The new 40,000 square-foot 
Qaumajuq building's central feature is 
a three storey glass vault, which show-
cases thousands of carvings. 

Holding close to 14,000 pieces of 
Inuit art according to the WAG website, 
Qaumajuq is Inuit-led and sits in the 
heart of downtown Winnipeg.

Close to 14,000 pieces of Inuit art showcased in Winnipeg Art Gallery's new museum

Qaumajuq will act as a 'bridge to the North'
by Trevor Wright 

Northern News Services
Nunavut

photos courtesy of wAG 

A wool duffel with felt and embroidery floss from Baker Lake artist Irene Avaalaaqiaq 
Tiktaalaaq, created in 1985/86. It is part of WAG's collection, donated by Leah Erickson 
(a.k.a. Maureen Bereskin).

bflA
ᖃᐅᒪᔪᖅ
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'They made me 
cry tears of joy' 

Emilda Hallauk, Arviat mom of six, gets new apartment  
after a decade of overcrowding and mould

Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò. íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí.

It's a dream come true for Emilda 
Hallauk.

The Arviat mother of six who said 
her apartment was overrun with mould 
and claimed the problem was making her 
family sick, has moved into a new home 
thanks to the Arviat Housing Associa-
tion, she said. 

Kivalliq News brought you her story 
last month after Hallauk, 36, shared 
troubling images of her family's apart-
ment, including walls that appeared to be 
covered with mould, on Facebook. 

Hallauk spent 12 years of her life in 
the two-bedroom Arviat Housing Asso-
ciation apartment, sharing it with up to 13 
other people, including her children, her 
parents, two brothers and three sisters, 
she said. 

She first noticed the mould issue about 
a year ago and said the problem had been 
making her family sick. 

"My dad (who) is over 60 years of age 
started to lose his voice and get respira-
tory problems and my three-year-old girl 
has been asthmatic since birth," she told 
Kivalliq News in a March 17 interview. 

"It really makes my head hurt," she 
added. "Big time headaches."

Two Arviat Housing Association staff 
visited her home on March 17 and said 
the problem would be taken care of, she 
said. 

The Arviat Housing Association 
called her a few days later, she said, and 
informed her that a new unit was avail-
able. She moved in on March 26 with the 
help of friends and family. 

Her old building is being renovated 
from "front to back porch," she said.

Hallauk shared a few photos of her 
new home, thanked the association and 
said she feels blessed. 

"They made me cry tears of joy," she 
said. "I'm glad that we don't have to wake 
up in the old smelly apartment anymore."

Hallauk said she'll be sharing the unit 
with her husband and children. 

"I am very happy," she said. "My kids 
even said that it's good to wake up to a 
nice smell, not the smell of mould." 

Her parents have also moved into a 
new unit, she said, and she is sending a 

"big thank you" to the housing associa-
tion for that.

According to a report published last 
month by Nunavut's MP Mumilaaq 
Qaqqaq, Nunavummiut are enduring 
"inhumane conditions" and their health 
and safety is at risk by overcrowded, 
mouldy, water damaged and drafty 
homes. 

The 21-page report, titled Sick of Wait-
ing, focuses on Gjoa Haven, Kugaaruk, 
Taloyoak, Coral Harbour and Naujaat, 
following a housing tour that Qaqqaq 
undertook in 2020.

"I was often told 'I'm sorry' or 'I'm 
embarrassed,' but I am grateful people 
opened their homes and hearts to me. 
I met Inuit who had done their best in 
cleaning up and keeping a safe space, 
all while continuously running into bar-
riers," said Qaqqaq to Nunavut News. 
"I was devastated to see the conditions 

under which my constituents were liv-
ing. What's worse, I heard repeatedly 
that they had been living under these 
grossly unhealthy conditions for years. 
New generations were born into these 
mould-infested homes, and they were 
now in their teens or young adults. Many 
have only ever lived in these homes.

Qaqqaq stated that the Nunavut Hous-
ing Corporation is not at fault for the 
deficiencies due to a lack of financial 
resources.

"Everyone deserves a safe space to call 
home," she stated. "This report attempts 
to highlight the ongoing housing needs in 
Nunavut and to amplify the voices of the 
Inuit and Nunavummiut whose pleas for 
safe and clean housing conditions have 
fallen on deaf ears for far too long. The 
damage caused by this neglect is beyond 
measure ... Inuit and Nunavummiut lives 
are at stake."

by Ezra Black
 Northern News Services
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Liquor plebiscite on April 26
Baker Lake

A liquor plebiscite is set to be held in the community 
on April 26 at the Community Hall (9 a.m. to 7 p.m.), 
advance polls take place on April 19 (12 p.m. to 7 p.m.) 
at the Jussie Oonark Centre.

The plebiscite is on whether or not to replace the 
current unrestricted system in Baker Lake.

If 60 percent or more vote yes, then the current 
system in Baker Lake and the surrounding area will be 
abolished, and an alcohol education committee will be 
established according to Elections Nunavut.

If 40 percent or more vote no then the current system 
will remain in place subject only to the general liquor 
laws of Nunavut.

Canadian residents of Baker Lake who have been 
in the community for more than 12 months, and are at 
least 19 years old will be eligible to vote.

Foxe Basin Polar Bear  
tag sign-up open

Baker Lake
The Baker Lake Hunters and Trappers Organization 

(HTO) has one Foxe Basin tag for a male polar bear.
The HTO has decided to re-open the polar bear hunt 

to any beneficiary from Baker Lake, anyone interested 
can sign up for this at the Baker Lake HTO office dur-
ing working hours (9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

The sign-up sheet for the tag will be closing on Fri-
day, April 9, by 5 p.m.

Wallet-making program  
at Drop-in Centre

Rankin Inlet
Community Wellness of Rankin Inlet is currently 

hosting a beaded credit card holder/seal skin/leather 
wallet making program for local elders.

Group one has currently started on April 6, this lasts 
until April 10, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Group two will be starting on April 12, to 16 from 
6 to 9 p.m.

Deadline to sign up was April 6 at 11 a.m.
Those who are interested in this program can con-

tact Christina Best at the Hamlet Office (867-645-2895, 
ext. 1006) or by email at wellness@rankininlet.ca, she 
will do her best to help.

Please note that there will be no children/babysitting 
services due to limited funding.

There will be limited space due to Covid-19 restric-
tions. All supplies will be provided.

Baker Lake artist featured in  
NorthwesTel's 2021 phone book

Baker Lake
Kaytlyn Aminak's painting Dancing Grizzly Bear 

has been selected as one of NorthwesTel's 2021 directory 
cover artists, featured on the 2021 Nunavut phone book 
cover.

"Winning made me feel really accomplished. It felt 
really nice to have put in a lot of work and then have 
it acknowledged and actually win the contest," said 
Amitnak. "It made me feel really confident as an artist 
and as an individual."

This was her first time entering into the art competi-
tion NorthwesTel holds every year.

As the winner of the directory cover art contest, 
Amitnak took home a $5,000 prize.

It's something that's important to her as it helps create 
visuals stemming from Inuit culture.

"I find it really interesting because it is something 
from my Inuit culture that isn't maintained right at this 
moment. I'm really into our culture and our cultural 
beliefs, so it's important to me to create those visuals of 
the past and our belief systems."

Active cases: 0
Confirmed cases: 395
Recovered cases: 391
Total persons followed: 7,297
Current persons followed: 221
Completed tests in Nunavut: 9,946
Total deaths: 4

fact filE

NuNAvuT covid-19 siTuATioN As of April 6

Source: Government of Nunavut Department of Health

Total vaccine doses given: 21,763
First doses: 13,426 Second doses: 8,337
Confirmed cases by community
Arviat: 339 (338 recovered)
whale Cove: 23 (all recovered)
Rankin inlet: 19 (all recovered)
Sanikiluaq: 2 (all recovered)

Emilda Hallauk's 
son Robert Jr. 
jokes around 
while unpacking 
in the family's 
new two-bed-
room apartment 
in Arviat. 

photo courtesy of emilda Hallauk

ᐃᒥᐅᑕ Hᐊᓚᐅᑉ 
ᐃᕐᓂᖓ ᕋᐳᑦ 

ᓄᑲᖅᖠᖅ ᒥᑕᓗᒃᑐᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᒐᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᑖᓵᖅᖢᑎᒃ 

ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᑕᓕᖕᒥᒃ 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ
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Rankin Inlet Mayor Harry Tow-
tongie is criticizing the Government 
of Nunavut for its plans to award a 
contract to run a community group 
home to Shift, a Nova Scotia com-
pany. 

"It's a community type contract 
that can be run by the community," 
he said. "Not from an outside firm 
that nobody knows about. 

"They could be the best com-
pany in the world but we don't know 

them. The people that are living there 
don't know them. The people that are 
working don't know if they're going 
to be laid off."

Rankin's municipal government 
has been running the Rankin Inlet 
Adult Group Home on behalf of the 
Department of Family Services for 
the last six years, he said. 

In a follow-up statement, the 
mayor's office said: "The care of 
the individuals under guardianship 
was significantly improved during 
the Hamlet's management. This is 
reflected in the positive reviews the 

operation received each year as well 
as on the faces of the group home's 
seven full time residents. The group 
home employed on a full and part-
time basis 14 residents of Rankin 
Inlet."

The contract to run the group 
had been extended a number of 
times. The final extension expired 
on March 31, it continues. 

The hamlet is waiting on the 
Department of Family Services to 
complete a transition plan for the 
new contractor, it continues. 

"We were thinking that we were 

doing a really good job and it's a 
disappointment to lose a contract 
like that," said Towtongie.

"I hope the government will take 
note that we are concerned about 
this," said Towtongie. "We're con-
cerned more of this may happen 
in the future. If the government is 
going to start turning around and 
start giving out these contracts from 
places who knows where, we'll have 
no hold on our region or our com-
munity."

Towtongie noted that the Nuna-
vummi Nangminiqaqtunik Ikajuuti 

(NNI) procurement policy is sup-
posed to help Inuit companies bid 
against larger southern companies, 
but it does not apply to municipal 
governments. 

According to the company's web-
site, Shift was founded in 2011 and 
"manages and staffs complex care 
facilities in some of Canada's most 
remote locations."

'We'll have no hold on our region or our community,'  
says Rankin Inlet Mayor Harry Towtongie

Hamlet condemns decision to award 
group home contract to N.S. company 

photos courtesy of wAG

Baker Lake artist William Noah (1943-2020) created this pencil on paper piece titled Skeletoned Cari-
bou in 1974. It's now part of the collection at the Qaumajuq Inuit Art Centre in Winnipeg.

Ruth Qaulluaryuk of Baker Lake embroidered 
floss on wool stroud to form Four Seasons of the 
Tundra, Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer in 1991-92. 
It can now be viewed in Winnipeg at the Qaumajuq 
Inuit Art Centre in Winnipeg.

ᖃᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ 'ᐃᑳᕈᑎᐅᓗᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒧᑦ' ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᒪᐃᔭᖓᓄᑦ

ᒫᔾᔨ 25–ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 26–ᒥ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᒃ (WAG) 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡᒥ, ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑭᖃᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓪᓗᓂ.

"ᖁᕕᐊᓱᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᒧᑦ. 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᐅᔪᓂᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᖓᓂ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᔭᓕᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖓ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓇᒃᓴᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ 
ᑐᒃᓯᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᕙᓂ 
ᐃᓂᖃᖅᑐᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᔫᓕᐊ ᒪᕝᕆᓂᐅᕐ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ 
ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ.

ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔪᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ INUA (ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᑦ ᐅᖓᒻᒪᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᑦᑎᒃᑯᑦ), 
ᑐᑭᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᓕᒫᒥ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ, ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓂ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ, 
ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕗᑦ, ᓛᐸᑐᐊ, ᓄᓇᕕᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᕕᐊᓗᐃᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ.

ᓴᓇᐅᒐᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ 90–ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᑦ ᐅᖓᒻᒪᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᑦᑎᒃᑯᓐᓂ 100–
ᐸᓗᖕᓂ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔪᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᓯᐊᒻᒪᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓂ.

"ᖃᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᑖᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᐅᕗᖅ, ᐱᑕᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᐱᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓪᓗᓂ. ᐅᕙᓃᓐᓇᔭᙱᓚᒍᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᓂᖃᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ, ᐃᓚᒌᓂᑦ, ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ, 

ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓇᑎᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ," 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓘᒃᑖᖅ ᓯᑏᕙᓐ ᐳᐊᕆᔅ, ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑦᑎᔨ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ.

ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᑯᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᖅᓯᖅ, ᐊᓪᓚᓄᑦ ᒧᒥᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ 
ᒪᕆᑲ ᓯᓚ, ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᓂᑭ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᔅᑕᑎ ᓱᐊᓐ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᒫᓂᑑᐸᒥ–ᑐᙵᕕᓕᖕᓂ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ.

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ, ᒪᐃᔭ ᐳᕋᐃᔭᓐ ᐆᒪᓐ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ 
ᐊᑦᑎᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᖓᓂ Colony ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ St. Mary ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
Portage Avenues–ᒥ ᐹᔅᓯᐱᐅ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᖓᓄᑦ, ᐅᐱᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᕐᒥ.

"ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᕐᒥ ᑲᒪᓇᖅᖢᓂ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᓄᓇᓕᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ," ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐴᒥᓐ.

"ᖃᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᑉ ᐊᖏᓛᖑᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓅᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᓴᓇᐅᒐᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᑳᕈᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒧᑦ."

ᓄᑖᖑᔪᖅ 40,000 ᑭᑉᐹᕆᒃᑐᒥ-ᐃᓯᒐᓪᓗᐊᓂ ᖃᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᕐᔪᐊᖓ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᖁᓕᕇᒃᑐᓂ ᐊᓕᒍᕐᒥ ᐊᕙᓗᓯᒪᔪᒥ, 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ ᑕᐅᓯᓐ–ᖏᓐᓂ ᓴᓇᙳᐊᒐᓂᑦ.

ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ 14,000–ᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᖓᓂ, 
ᖃᐅᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ–ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖅᐳᖅ ᕿᑎᓪᓗᐊᖓᓂ 
ᑕᐅᓐᑕᐅᓐ ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡᒥ.

ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ 14,000–ᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ  
ᐅᐃᓂᐱᐊᒡ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᔭᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ

news ᓄá·∆¿ÖÀî

bflA
Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ
m4WZz 7

by Ezra Black 
Northern News Services

rankin inlet



kivalliq news, wednesday, april 7, 2021 r?9o3u iWK5, WzJx8i, wSD 7, 2021  5

Nunavut's award-winning voice of Kivalliq – 
Published Wednesdays

  Nunavut's Award-Winning Voice of Kivalliq

SENd uS youR commENtS
You can email us at kivalliqnews@nnsl.com; mail to 
Box 2820, Yellowknife X1A 2R1; or drop your letter 
off at our office at 5108-50th Street. 
All letters submitted must be signed with a return 
address and daytime telephone number so that we 
can confirm it came from you.
Not all letters will necessarily be published. Prefer-
ence is given to short letters of broad interest or con-
cern. we particularly encourage new contributors as  
we attempt to publish a cross-section of public 
opinion.
Letters of more than 200 words, open letters and 
those published elsewhere are seldom used. we 
reserve the right to edit for length or taste and to 
eliminate inaccurate or libelous statements. 
we may also choose to use a letter as the basis 
for a story. 

NorTHErN NEWs  sErvicEs liMiTEd 
100% Northern owned and operated
Publishers of:  
• Nunavut News/North • Inuvik Drum 
• Kivalliq News • Yellowknifer 
• NWT News/North • Hay River Hub

Member of:
•  Manitoba Community  

Newspapers Association
•  Canadian Community  

Newspapers Association

¥∂‡ç Ä¿Ω‰ÕÇœÀé´ú æƒúΩÇπÖÊíÇπØÀÒ ≤áˆ 

ï·∆¿Í´ – ÇÔ¿∞°úΩÖ¿ÖÙ·çâÒ áˆîπÍ´

Contents copyright. Printed in the North by Canarctic 
Graphics Limited. No photos, stories, advertisements 
or graphics may be reproduced in any form, in whole 
or in part, without the written approval of the publisher.

Subscriptions 
One year mail $70 
Online (entire content) $50/year

We acknowledge the 
financial support of 
the Government of 
Canada.

Nous reconnaissons 
l'appui financier du 
gouvernement du 
Canada.

   
Associate Editor: Jean kusugak 

Box 657, Rankin inlet, NU  X0C 0G0   
Phone: (867) 645-3223

Fax: (867) 645-3225   
Toll free: (855) 447-2584 

Email: kivalliqnews@nnsl.com   
Website: www.nnsl.com/kivalliqnews 

Founder (1934-2018): J.w. (Sig) Sigvaldason 
Publisher, CEO: Bruce valpy  

valpy@nnsl.com
Chief Financial Officer: Judy Triffo
Coordinating Editor: Craig Gilbert  

craig@nnsl.com
Kivalliq Advertising Representative:  

advertising@nunavutnews.com 
Call collect: (867) 873-4031  

 Fax: (867) 873-8507
 
Publishing Office:  
Box 2820, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2R1 
Phone: (867) 873-4031  Fax: (867) 873-8507 
Email: nnsl@nnsl.com  
Website: www.nunavutnews.com

ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ: ᑎᐊᕈ ᒍᕆᐅ  
ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑑᓕᕆᔨ: ᒪᐃᑯ ᓛᐃᓐᕼᐊᓐ 
Box 657, ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ X0C 0G0  
ᐅᖃᓘᑎᖓ: (867) 645-3223
ᓱᑲᔪᒃᑯᑦ: (867) 645-3225 
ᐊᑭᖃᖏᑦᑐᖅ: (855) 447-2584 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: kivalliqnews@nnsl.com  
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: www.nunavutnews.com 
ᓇᓂᓯᔨᐅᔪᖅ (1934-2018): 
J.W. (Sig) Sigvaldason 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑎᔨ 
ᑐᑭᒧᐊᒃᑎᑎᔨᓪᓚᕆᐅᑉᓗᓂᓗ: 
Bruce Valpy – valpy@nnsl.com
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᔭᓕᕆᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ: Judy Triffo
ᑲᒪᔨ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑎ: ᑯᕆᒃ ᒋᐅᐳᑦ
Craig Gilbert – craig@nnsl.com
ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐅᐃᕆᓴᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨ: ᑎᐅᕆ ᑖᐱᓐ – 
advertising@nunavutnews.com 
ᑲᓕᒃᑳᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᓯ ᐅᕗᖓ 
ᐊᑭᖃᖏᑦᑐᖅ: (867) 873-4031  
ᓱᑲᔪᒃᑯᑦ: (867) 873-8507 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᒃ: Box 2820, 
ᔭᓗᓇᐃᕝ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᖅ  X1A 2R1 
ᐅᖃᓘᑎᖓᑦ: (867) 873-4031 
ᓱᑲᔪᒃᑯᑦ: (867) 873-8507 
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: nnsl@nnsl.com
ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: www.nnsl.com

Ulukhaktok

Gameti

Behchoko

Sambaa K’e

Kugaaruk

Naujaat

Sanikiluaq

Rankin Inlet came face to face 
with the ongoing shortage of early 
childhood education programs 
when the Covid-19 pandemic 
forced the community's students to 
stay home.

That's why kids and their par-
ents can breathe a sigh of relief 
knowing things are getting back 
to normal at Pinnguaqta, a parents 
and tots program at the library. 

"Not everybody has equal 
access to daycare and early child-
hood education is really import-
ant," said Pinnguaqta spokesperson 
Tuqtu Kusugak. "We know there 
are people who have at-home day-
cares, or who might just be taking 
care of other people's children, or 
maybe their nieces and nephews 
and we wanted to be able to pro-

vide them a space."
There is limited access to 

daycare in Rankin Inlet, said 
Kusugak, and students who don't 
receive adequate early childhood 
programs risk falling behind those 
who do.

"I was a kindergarten teacher," 
she said. "And there's a noticeable 
difference between kids who have 
had an early childhood education 
and those who haven't. I feel that 
this program will actually bridge 
that gap."

Kusugak, a regional program 
coordinator with Ilitaqsiniq: Nuna-
vut Literacy Council, said the 
Pinnguaqta program allows kids 
and parents to socialize, play, and 
learn traditional skills while enjoy-
ing a healthy snack or meal six 
days a week. 

"We have all these amazing 
toys," she said. "We wanted to be 

able to provide everything like a 
daycare but also programming. It's 
not just a place for kids to come 
and play. We wanted to enhance 
it and provide a place where kids 

can learn with their parents while 
being guided by facilitators."

Pinnguaqta, which means "let's 

Rankin Inlet parents and tots program works to ensure children  
are not missing out on important educational opportunities

Pinnguaqta program allows 
kids to socialize, play, and learn

photo courtesy of Tuqtu kusugak

Piunnguallaq "Piu Piu" Kusugak  volunteered to read to youth during the after school program at the Rankin Inlet library. 

by Ezra Black
 Northern News Services

rankin inlet

photos courtesy of Jovette kurok

the Pinnguaqta parents and tots program is held at the 
Rankin Inlet library. The space is also open to the public and 
provides two laptops with internet access.

co-ordinator Jovette Kurok and Elder Catherine Pilakapsi 
help parents create practical and warm garments for their 
children including hats, mittens and boots. 

Please see Play, page 8
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Baker Lake was one of 
five communities which host-
ed a multi-sport camp organ-
ized by the Recreation and 
Parks Association of Nunavut 
(RPAN) last month.

Unlike some commun-
ities, Baker Lake hosted the 
three sports – basketball, fut-

sal and badminton – on three 
separate weekends. 

Here's some of the action 
from those three weekends. 

See related story "Futsal, 
basketball and badminton 
– oh, my" in the March 5 
edition of Nunavut News or 
online at nunavutnews.com.

– text by James McCarthy

Multi-sport camps in action

photo courtesy of kim walton 

Rick Aningaat dribbles the ball up the floor as Lydia Qarliksaq, left, and Patricia Pattunguyak give chase 
during futsal action.

photo courtesy of kim walton 

Andrew Kayuryuk, left, and Raheem Hutchison 
enjoy some free time in the front foyer in between 
activities.

photo courtesy of Olivia Ullyot

Gavin oklaga, right, looks to inbound the ball as Preston Makayak guards 
during basketball action.

photo courtesy of Olivia Ullyot

BJ Qarliksak of Baker Lake was one of those who 
played in the badminton camp.

photo courtesy of kim walton 

Sherise tunguaq watches the play in front of her as Dominic Noah stands 
guard as the keeper during a futsal match.

photo courtesy of Olivia Ullyot 

dominic Noah of Baker Lake, left, receives an 
award from futsal coach Kim Walton following the 
completion of the futsal portion of the Recreation 
and Parks Association of Nunavut's multi-sport 
camps, which wrapped up late last month with 
Baker Lake being the final community to take part.

Northern News Services
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rpAN cAMps Feature
by Olivia Ullyot  
and kim walton
Baker lake

ᑕᑯᔭᒃᓴᐃᑦ
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ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᒪᐃᔭ Hᐊᕆ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ ᑲᑕᒃᑎᕆᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᒥᒃ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᓄᕙ ᓯᑯᓴᒥ 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᑲᒪᔨᐅᖁᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᑎᒥᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᑎᓖᑦ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂᒃ.

"ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒧᑦ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.  "ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒨᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ.  ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᙱᓐᓇᑉᑎᒍᑦ.  ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᑉᑯᐊ 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᐃᑉᑯᓂᙵ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᙱᑦᑐᑦ.  ᑕᐃᑉᑯᐊ 
ᒫᓐᓇ ᓴᓇᔨᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᓴᓇᔪᓐᓃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᕐᒥᒃ."

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓐᓇᐅᓂᖅᓴᑦ ᑎᒥᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᑎᓖᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓᓂᒃ  
ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᔾᔨᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᕕᓂᓕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖑᓕᖅᑐᓂᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᒪᐃᔭᒋᔭᐅᔫᑉ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖓ ᐃᒪᓐᓇ: 
"ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓲᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᑎᒥᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᑎᓖᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᑎᖓᓂᒃ 

ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖅᓴᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.  

"ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᓇᖢᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᖅᑳᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᕐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᖓ ᐅᑭᐅᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᔾᔨᕐᓇᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑕᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᒋᑦ 7–ᖑᔪᑦ ᑕᐃᑲᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ.  
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᓴᓇᔨᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓴᓇᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᓇᓚᐅᐱᓪᓚᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂᒃ 14-ᖑᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᓴᓇᔨᒋᔭᐅᓲᑦ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ."

ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᖑᔪᖅ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥᒃ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᖃᑉᓰᑲᓪᓚᒃᖢᓂ.  ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓱᓕᕝᕕᒃᓴᖃᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᒫᑦᓯ 31-ᒥ, 
ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ.

Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔪᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐱᐊᓂᒃᓯᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᓅᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᒥᒃ ᓄᑖᒧᑦ 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᒧᑦ, ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ.

"ᐃᓱᒪᓚᐅᕋᓗᐊᕋᑉᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᐊᓘᓇᓱᒋᑉᓗᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᖃᔾᔮᕈᓐᓃᕋᑉᑕ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒥᒃ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ.

"ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖃᕋᑉᑕ 
ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ. "ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖃᓗᐊᖅᑐᒍᑦ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᖃᕋᔭᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥ. ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑐᓂᓯᖃᑦᑕᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᖅᐸᑕ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᙱᑕᑉᑎᓐᓄᑦ, 
ᑎᒍᒥᐊᕈᓐᓇᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᓇᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ."

ᑕᐅᑐᙱ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᑲᔫᑎ ᐸᐸᑦᑎᔪᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᖓ ᐃᑲᔪᕆᐊᖃᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᓂᒃ ᐆᒃᑐᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐆᒃᑐᖃᑎᖃᕌᖓᑕ ᖃᑉᓗᓈᓂᙶᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᓂᒃ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑐᕌᖓᙱᑦᑐᖅ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒍ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒋᔭᐅᔫᑦ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᖓ, Shift-ᑯᑦ 
ᑎᒥᙳᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 2011-ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ "ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓴᓇᔨᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑐᔪᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᖓᓯᒃᑐᓂᒃ."

'ᑎᒍᒥᐊᕐᓂᖃᔾᔮᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᓇᑉᑎᓐᓂ," ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᐅᑉ ᒪᐃᔭᖓ Hᐊᕆ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ

Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ 
ᑎᒥᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᑎᓖᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖓ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕈᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓄᕙ ᓯᑯᓴᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒧᑦ

amazing on-the-land stories ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ

WINNER: FREDDIE OOvAyuk  
Baker Lake

Baker Lake, March 22.

ᐊᑭᓯᔪᖅ: ᕗᕋᑎ ᐅᕙᔪᒃ 
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ

ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ, ᒫᔾᔨ 22.

MARIlyN TAlIRuq  
Baker Lake

My daughter Lilly Ukpatiku, who just turned 11 years 
old, made a pair of seal skin mitts just before her 11th 
birthday and she also finished a pair made of beaver.

ᒥᐊᕆᓕᓐ ᑕᓕᕈᖅ
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ

ᐅᓇ ᐸᓂᒐ 11–ᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑖᓵᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ. ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕿᓰᖕᓂ 
ᐳᐊᓗᓂᑦ 11–ᖑᙱᓱᖔᕐᔪᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᓯᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ 
ᑭᒋᐊᕐᓯ ᐊᒥᖓᓂ ᐳᐊᓗᓂᑦ ᐃᑉᐸᒃᓴᖅ!

RON qAMANIRq  
Naujaat

Near Naujaat, my 5-year-
old panik and i ran out of 
gas so we walked to our 
camp for hours.

ᕌᓐ ᖃᒪᓂᖅ
ᓇᐅᔮᑦ

ᓇᐅᔮᑦ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ, 
5-ᓂ-ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᐸᓂᒐ ᐅᕙᖓᓗ 
ᐅᖅᓱᐃᕈᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᐱᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᒪᐃᔪᔅᒐᓚᖕᓂ 
ᑕᖕᒫᕐᕕᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᒐᓴᓄᑦ. 

Do you have an amazing story from your adventures on the 
land? Tell us your story and show us your photos for a chance 
to win $100. Submit your story and photo to our Nunavut News 

Facebook page, editor@nunavutnews.com, or by mail to Nuna-
vut News, PO Box 28, Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0. 

Entries will be placed on our Facebook page. They may also 
appear in this newspaper and other Northern News Services 
publications. The story and photo with the most combined likes 
and shares at the end of the week wins. 

This week's winner is Freddie Oovayuk. 
Congratulations!

On the land

news ᓄá·∆¿ÖÀî
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Play-based learning 
providing tools to  
nurture creativity
play," in Inuktitut, programming includes 
sewing thanks to co-ordinator Jovette Kurok 
and Elder Catherine Pilakapsi, who are both 
talented seamstresses and encourage fluency 
in Inuktitut and knowledge of Inuit culture 
through their work.

For their sewing activities, they meet with 
parents and decide what warm and practical 
garment the child needs, whatever they may 

be, and then help them with through the pro-
cess if they need guidance. 

Kurok said many parents and kids who 
relied on the program were affected by the 
pandemic, as it closed for several months, but 
things have been slowly getting back to nor-
mal since the New Year. 

"We had to go by so many rules and having 
to wear our masks made it uncomfortable," 
she said. "It was scary because we didn't want 
to see anyone get sick."

The program has also helped parents 
innovate to provide their youngsters with 
more interaction, education and opportunities 
to learn through play, especially those who 
might have no family, added Kusugak.

"They're provided the tools," she said. 
"They learn about the milestones each child-
hood goes through. They're taught to nurture 
their child's creativity."

Lynette, left, Veronica, catherine 
Pilakapsi, Donna and Rebecca at the 
Pinnguaqta parents and tots program 
in Rankin Inlet. 
photo courtesy of Jovette kurok

Pinnguaqta, from 5

community ¥∂¿ú
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The past year has been a unstable one 
for many businesses, but the Kivalliq 
Chamber of Commerce will retain some 
familiar faces among its executive over 
the rebuilding phase.

Patrick Tagoona was selected to serve 
another two-year term as the cham-
ber's president during the organization's 
annual general meeting in March. 

Also returning are Anthony Tootoo as 
vice-president, Shawn Lester as secretary 
treasurer, Glenn McLean as past president 
and directors Tara Tootoo-Fotheringham, 
Laura Solberg and Lonny Syvret.  

Only second vice-president Harry 
Aggark will not be back.

The Covid-19 pandemic disrupted the 
Kivalliq chamber's plans and those of 
many of its businesses over the past 12 
months. 

Tagoona said that the business advo-
cacy group was prepared to send a dele-
gation to the Northern Perspectives trade 
show in Winnipeg in February but the 
event was postponed indefinitely. 

"In 2019, that (trade show) went very 
well," Tagoona recalled. "Right now we're 
just kind of in a wait-and-see as to how 
things will proceed for this coming year."

One of the difficulties for many 
Kivalliq businesses, particularly outside 
of Rankin Inlet, has been finding support 
in applying for the various emergency 
government funding programs, accord-
ing to Tagoona.

"Not having that face-to-face oppor-
tunity, working remotely, creates chal-
lenges for sure," he said, adding that the 
travel restrictions over the past year, the 
additional costs of quarantine require-
ments, time delays and the rising cost 
of supplies have been among the other 
complications that entrepreneurs have 
been trying to overcome.

Owner and president of Nunavut 
Investments in Rankin Inlet, Tagoona 
planned to ship up more modular homes 
last summer as he had done in the past, 
but that too was foiled by the pandemic.    

Due to the increasing price of home-
building materials and other logistical 
challenges, he said it's unlikely that he'll 
be able to follow through on that ambi-

tion again this summer.
"At the time, I think like everyone 

else, we didn't know how long this (pan-
demic) would go on or what level it would 
get to," said Tagoona, who's also former 
president of the Kivalliq Inuit Asso-
ciation's Sakku Investments Corporation. 
"It's been a challenge for everybody, for 
sure."   

Regardless, he welcomes the oppor-
tunity to again take the reins of the Kival-
liq chamber as he maintains optimism 
that conditions will eventually improve.

"We're still in a period of some uncer-
tainty," he acknowledged in regards to 
when the Covid vaccine roll out will be 
completed and whether herd immunity 
will be achieved. 

"Eventually, things will open up ... 
this thing will pass. As the saying goes, 
the light is at the end of the tunnel. We've 
just got to stay careful and take the 
appropriate measures that are required to 
ultimately get to that point.

"Hopefully throughout the year things 
will start rebounding ... definitely as a 
chamber we obviously want to do more 
this coming year and moving forward."

Head of regional business group expresses optimism that a rebound is on the way

photo courtesy of Patrick Tagoona

"Hopefully throughout the year things will start 
rebounding ... definitely as a chamber we obviously 
want to do more this coming year and moving for-
ward," says Patrick Tagoona, who was recently re-
elected to another two-year term as president of the 
Kivalliq Chamber of Commerce. 

by derek Neary 
 Northern News Services

Kangiqliniq/Rankin Inlet

Tagoona re-elected as Kivalliq 
Chamber of Commerce president 
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