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$1.00 outside Yellowknife  "We don't need to be in a bigger centre to get in a gallery to start 
actually making a living." 

– Melaw Nakehk'o said NFTs are an opportunity for Northern artists to access global audiences remotely, page 6. 

Nowhere to go
Mother trying to overcome homelessness says pandemic lockdown measures limiting 

access to public washrooms and shelters can impact women more than men
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Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak 
to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

NeWs
Briefs

Leela Gilday up for Juno 
Awards in two categories

NWT artist Leela Gilday has been nominat-
ed in two categories for the 2021 Juno Awards.

Gilday has been put up for Indigenous Art-
ist of the Year, as well as Contemporary Roots 
Album of the year for her latest record North 
Star Calling.

Though Gilday's 2006 album Sedzé won 
the Juno for Aboriginal Recording of the Year, 
and her 2002 album garnered a nomination for 
Aboriginal Recording of the Year, this is Gil-
day's first nomination outside of the Indigenous 
artist category.

It is also the first time she has been up for 
two awards at once. The Canadian music Juno 
Awards will take place virtually on May 16, 
2021. 

– Natalie Pressman

GNWT seeks campaigns
encouraging vaccine uptake
The Northwest Territories Health and Social 

Services Authority (NTHSSA) is calling on 
community members to bring forward ideas on 
campaigns to encourage residents to get vaccin-
ated. Groups or individuals with creative ideas 
to communicate the importance of vaccination 
can submit proposals for a chance to win a 
$100,000 grand prize. While the program is 
federally run, NTHSSA said if any NWT appli-
cants are successful, "NTHSSA is here to help."

Proposals must be submitted by April 9, 
2021 at 3 p.m. EST for consideration 

Once submitted, 20 finalists will be selected 
to receive $25,000 to carry out campaigns. 

Proposals should be emailed to phac.cgc.
solicitations-csc.aspc@canada.ca with the 
subject line "Vaccine Community Innovation 
Challenge."

– Natalie Pressman

City to run ParticipACTION
The City of Yellowknife is seeking partici-

pants for a special program this June that will 
promote physical fitness.

According to an April 6 news release, the 
city will be taking part in ParticipACTION's 
Community Better Challenge, which runs from 
June 1 to 30. 

The program will promote physical activity 
with a special focus on multiculturalism. 

During the month, residents are asked to keep 
track of their daily, physical activity through the 
ParticipACTION app. Activities can be anything 
from walking, biking or swimming. 

There will also be city-hosted, free physic-
ally active multicultural programs during the 
month, but residents are asked to host programs 
of their choosing. Among examples could be 
yoga, martial arts, or dance. 

For more information, email events@
yellowknife.ca or visit www.yellowknife.ca/
communitybetter.

– Simon Whitehouse

Dettah Ice Road Run on April 10
Second time's a chilly charm for the Yellow-

knife Ice Road Run to Dettah scheduled for 
Saturday, April 10.

After organizer Ecology North postponed 
the initial Ice Road Run due to bad weather in 
March, the event is back on and runs from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Winter-hardened athletes meet at the ice 
road entrance by Rotary Park and can run, 
walk, bike or kicksled their way for the 12 km 
trip to Dettah and back.  Participants can turn 
back at any point and all are advised to wear 
bright attire, dress in layers and sport wind-
resistant clothing. 

– Blair McBride

Yellowknife faith-based organizations 
are in the midst of some of their holiest per-
iods as Covid-19 regulations limit gatherings 
for worship. 

As of this week, the chief public health 
officer (CPHO) has maintained restrictions 
for gatherings that include a maximum of 
25 people indoors, unless an exemption is 
obtained.

Last year at roughly this time, CPHO Dr. 
Kami Kandola cancelled all indoor gather-
ings as the government was in a containment 
phase with Covid. Faith-based organizations 
had been among those who expressed dis-
appointment about the limitations.  

"We have since moved out of contain-
ment and have been gradually easing public 
health measures," explained Darren Camp-
bell, manager of communications for the 
Covid-19 Secretariat. "Capacity limits on 
public outdoor gatherings have increased, 
our children are able to attend school and 
playgrounds are open. You can eat in a res-
taurant and play sports indoors."

Among those who continue to be affected 
are Muslims, who have been asked to restrict 
prayers and religious practises to their homes 
as much as possible. 

Nazim Awan, chair of the Islamic Centre 
of Yellowknife, said Muslims will be look-
ing forward to the month of Ramadan from 
April 13 to May 12. 

"This year, because things are much bet-
ter with Covid, we have 25 people generally 
and inside they are allowed, but we have 
permission for a maximum 50 people to pray 
inside," he said.  

He said the restrictions don't allow for 
regular level of practice but that the com-
munity is handling as best as possible under 
the circumstances. 

"It is not 100 per cent but we understand 
because of the pandemic." 

For about the last year, the Islamic Centre 
of Yellowknife has had a temporary location 
at the Monkey Tree Mall on Range Lake 
Road. For regular Friday prayers, Awan said 
the Islamic Centre has been taking online 
registrations, but for Ramadan celebrations, 
"It will be first come, first served."

There will also be precautions offered 
upon arrival for worshippers, including man-
datory masks, hand sanitizer and sign-in 
sheets, Awan said. 

"The other thing with Ramadan is that 
we have generally promoted the idea of feed-
ing people, but eating inside the mosque will 
not be allowed," he said.  

Food plays a central role at the end of the 
month of fasting. 

The Islamic centre will provide pre-
wrapped meals for people to pick up at the 
end of the month. 

"It has been a very difficult year because 
when you have a maximum of 25 people for 
prayers, we cannot accommodate everyone 
in the centre," Awan explained. "The main 
aim for Friday prayers is to have everyone 

there together."
Having Friday prayers, Awan added, is 

a bonding experience for Muslims. When 
friends or others within the community 
aren't able to come together during services, 
it does hurt the overall experience. 

A positive takeaway is that everyone is 
experiencing the challenges collectively, he 
said. 

"This was quite a different year but I 
think people understood and we reacted 
properly and planned accordingly so to 
facilitate prayers and we supported each 
other," he said.  

'Extremely difficult'
Coming off of Easter weekend celebra-

tions, some Yellowknife Christians said that 
the continued Covid restrictions proved chal-
lenging.   

Rev. Bryan Haigh of the Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church said he had been looking 
forward to holy communion services on Easter 
Sunday morning but added that numbers were 
restricted to 25 and he required people to sign 
up ahead of time.

"It has been extremely difficult over the last 
year for ministry," he said. "While we appreci-
ate the hard work of those in health and govern-
ment and the preventative measures regarding 
Covid-19, many of us have been frustrated by 
the inconsistencies in the regulations with 
places of worship being hard pressed."

Haigh said he has done his best to ensure 
that regulations are followed, but the pan-
demic's repercussions are still widespread.

"The damage being done on so many 
levels is alarming, and pastoral care required 
for stress, anxiety, fear, financial burdens 

and domestic concerns has risen substan-
tially," he said. 

Jason Brinson, executive director and 
associate corps officer with The Salvation 
Army Yellowknife, is also the head of the 
Yellowknife Ministerial Association this 
year. He said he's pleased he has had a mix 
of congregation and online service at his 
church, including for Easter practice. 

"We have a small congregation and so 
we don't have the same challenges as those 
churches with larger memberships of say 
80," he said. "Each individual church has 
taken their own approach to apply to the 
chief public health officer to try to ensure 
that regulations will apply to them."

Brinson said the CPHO is taking a num-
ber of factors into consideration for safe 
practice, including the physical space for 
gatherings as well as the ventilation system 
for airflow. 

People who assemble are also not allowed 
to sing, instead they have to hum while 
masked, he added. 

Looking back, he agrees that restrictions 
have been hard for churches, but health 
restrictions have been reasonable. 

"The year has been challenging with 
Covid with some churches having to shut 
down and have limitations," he said. "It is a 
counter-culture to what we are used to, and 
we are not used to having restrictions on 
congregations and sacramental practices like 
communion and those types of things.

"It's not been easy but I think, on the 
other hand, we have managed through it and 
we are thankful we do have a reasonable 
amount of freedom to do what we do in our 
country."

by Simon Whitehouse 
northern news Services

It is not 100 per cent, but we understand'

news

nnSl file photo 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church was among the Yellowknife churches hosting 
services to mark Holy Week. Rev. Bryan Haigh said people were encour-
aged to sign up to attend due to Covid restrictions.

Worshippers coping 
with Covid limitations

Active cases: 1
Confirmed cases: 76
recovered cases: 75
Completed tests: 16,084
negative tests: 16,014
Pending tests: 24

Days since first confirmed case: 377
Days since last confirmed case: 3
Vaccines
first doses administered: 23,722
Second doses administered: 13,933
Total doses administered: 37,655

fact filE
nWt coVid-19 Situation aS of april 5

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT

Covid-19 statistics



4  yellowknifer, wednesday, April 7, 2021 news

The NWT faces a high risk of 
Covid-19 importation due to threats 
of variants of concern from outside 
the territory.

"The emergence of (Covid-19) 
variants means there is less room for 
error in how we follow public health 
measures and we must remain vigi-
lant as we continue to fight this 
virus," said chief public health offi-
cer (CPHO) Dr. Kami Kandola, in 
an email on April 2.

Variant cases rising in alberta
The importation risk is primar-

ily due to the fact that there is 
much travel between the NWT and 
Alberta, where numbers of Covid-
19 variants are growing fast.

Of the 10,582 active cases in 
Alberta, 4,145 were identified by the 
provincial government on April 4 as 
variants of concern. That number 
represents 39.2 per cent of the total 
number of active cases.

The importation risk is higher for 
the NWT than for Yukon, Kandola 
told CBC on April 1, despite the ter-
ritory having higher Covid-19 case 
counts and sharing borders with 
British Columbia and Alaska: two 
jurisdictions with very high num-
bers of infections.

"Because we still need to know 
more on how effective vaccines are 

against emerging variants of con-
cern, and because the Moderna vac-
cine is not yet recommended for 

anyone under the age of 18, our risk 
of importation is high right now. 
The first variant of concern identi-

fied in the NWT was announced 
on April 1 – the B 1.1.7 variant," 
Kandola said.

In B.C, there were 588 cases of 
variants of concern on April 5, out 
of the 8,490 active cases of Covid-
19, according to a news release from 
the Office of the Provincial Health 
Officer.

The NWT's latest case of Covid-
19 was announced April 5, bring-
ing the territory's total number of 
coronavirus cases to 48.

75 per cent vaccination  
'in question' 

Kandola spoke just days after 
Health Minister Julie Green said the 
NWT is unlikely to reach its goal 
of vaccinating 75 per cent of the 
eligible population by the summer. 

On March 29, Green said that 
vaccination rate is "now in ques-
tion" due to the risk of variants, their 
transmission rates, vaccine uptake 
and other factors. 

"The whole business of how 
much is enough is really up for 
debate at this point," she said. "It 
depends on how well the vaccine 
protects against the variants." 

Green's speech in the legisla-
tive assembly came just three days 
before the NWT reported a case 
of the B.1.1.7 variant at the Diavik 
Diamond Mine. 

The infected individual is not 
an NWT resident and the infection 
won't be counted in the territory's 
total number of cases.

4,145 cases of variants reported in Alberta on April 4

NWT faces high risk of Covid-19 
importation due to variants, travel

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services
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The high number of Covid-19 variants in Alberta means the NWT faces a high risk of importing 
coronavirus, said chief public health officer Dr. Kami Kandola.
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 A street-involved person 
says Yellowknife's lack of 
washroom accessibility and 
uneven treatment in homeless 
services is frustrating her abil-
ity to improve her life. 

But city advocates for 
homeless people insist that 
washroom access and other 
supports are available for 
those who need them. 

The Dene woman, who 
is in her 30s and who hails 
from one of an NWT com-
munity outside of the capital, 
has been homeless for about 
five years. She makes medical 
trips between her home com-
munity and Yellowknife about 
10 times a year. 

She approached Yellow-
knifer last week out of frus-
tration, stating that she was 
denied washroom access at 
the day shelter and sobering 
centre on 50 Street. 

"I am just coming from 
over there and they wouldn't 
even let me use the wash-
room," she said in a March 
30 interview. She added that 
she believes capacity restric-
tions and who is working at 
the facility influence whether 
she is granted access to the 
washroom. 

"It's always different with 
different staff – one staff 
person would say, 'Oh, you 
can come in,' and other staff 
will say, 'No, no women aren't 
wanted.'"  

But the NWT Disabil-
ities Council, which oper-
ates the day shelter and 
sobering centre, said there 
is regular access to wash-
rooms for homeless women.  
"Homeless women can access 
the washrooms at the day 
shelter during the operational 
hours of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and through the sobering shel-
ter, when intoxicated, any-
time except 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
when the deep cleaning of the 
sobering centre occurs," stated 
Denise McKee, executive dir-
ector of the NWT Disabilities 
Council. "The City of Yellow-
knife also has public access to 
washrooms in the downtown 
area."  

McKee said the organiza-
tion recognizes that female cli-
ents have unique needs com-
pared to males and that's why 
several hygienic products are 
provided. 

According to her organ-
ization's statistics, the 
gender divide among clients 
at the facility is 80 percent 
men to 20 percent women. 
"Women request, and are sup-
ported, with the provision of 
personal hygiene items and 
requirements, i.e. underwear, 
feminine hygiene products 
etc.," McKee stated. "Women's 
needs are unique from men on 

the street."
Mayor Rebecca Alty 

acknowledged that a lack of 
washroom access in down-
town Yellowknife has been a 
common complaint. However, 
she added that city council 
has attempted to make it eas-
ier as recently as this year.  
In February, council allocated 
$55,000 in federal Reaching 
Home Covid-19 Emergency 
Funding to the expansion of 
service hours for the Somba 
K'e Civic Plaza public wash-
rooms.

The washrooms are to 
be open every day from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Alty said. 
She added that there are a few 
businesses in the city who also 
allow public to use their wash-
rooms, some even have signs 
advertising it.

"There may be a case of 
a better need for communica-
tions and needing to let people 
know what is available," the 
mayor said. "But I understand 
people's concern and how 
there is a lack of washroom 
service after 8 p.m. when it 
(the plaza washroom) is closed 
and the day shelter closed."

compelled to do chores 
When the woman is in 

Yellowknife, she stays at the 
Yellowknife Women's Society, 
where she enjoys the shelter 
facilities. But she added that 
using those services comes 
with a trade-off that she 
doesn't see elsewhere. 

"Yes, you can use the 
washrooms there but you can't 
just stay there all day and just 
lay around," she said, compar-
ing that situation to what she 
believes she sees at the day 

shelter and sobering centre 
and the GNWT-run shelter at 
the Mine Rescue Building. 

"When we get up (at the 
women's society shelter), we 
can't leave unless we do a 
chore. If we go back there for 
lunch, we have to do a chore. 
If we go back there for supper, 
we do a chore," she said.

At both the day shelter and 
Mine Rescue Building loca-
tions, where she sometimes 
seeks assistance throughout 
the day – including meals, 
washroom use and shelter 
from the cold – she believes 
the standards are different. 

"The people there get to 
lay around all day and do not 
have to do chores or anything. 
They sleep in there all day," 
she said.

Neesha Rao, interim execu-
tive director with the Yellow-
knife Women's Society, said 
she's not familiar with the 
woman's specific situation but 
added that it's true that her 
organization requires people 
using the centre to do chores. 
She couldn't contrast the situa-
tion with other organizations. 

"We ask women to help 
out because, as a shared living 
space, we believe there should 
be a shared responsibility to 
keep it clean and tidy," said 
Rao.

She added that it encour-
ages accountability and a 
sense of pride and fulfilment, 
as well as a steady place where 
women can sleep, eat, shower 
and call home. 

"The chore list is meant 
to ensure that everyone con-
tributes equally; if someone is 
unable to do a specific chore 
because of their physical abil-

ities, this is accommodated, 
and in certain cases some 
women may be exempt from 
doing chores for this reason as 
well," Rao stated. 

Asked about the access to 
washrooms specifically, she 
said the Yellowknife Women's 
Society is open to provide that 
service. 

"We would welcome any-
one to come in and use our 
bathroom," she stated. "I can't 
speak for other locations."

McKee said the day shelter 
and sobering centre is a "low-
barrier program and it does 
not require any exchange of 
work expectations for access 
to supports ... the only expect-
ation, to access the shelter, 
is for individuals to be non 
aggressive or threatening. "

Yellowknifer asked the 
GNWT for comment about its 
facility at the former Side-
Door facility at the Mine Res-
cue Building. There was no 
response by press time. 

children taken away
The woman said she feels 

a denial of adequate wash-
room service is part of a big-
ger problem in her life as she 
attempts to get sober and over-
come her homelessness.

She explained that she's a 
single mother of two young 
daughters, both of whom she 
was forced to surrender last 
year to the GNWT Depart-
ment of Health and Social 
Services.

The father is in jail.
The children currently res-

ide with her parents in her 
home community.   

When not able to get the 
help she needs from home-

lessness services, it makes 
it that much more difficult 
to acquire proper housing to 
reunite with her young ones.  
"The reason why I lost my 
children is because I don't 
have a home," she said.  

When in her home com-
munity, she lives in a tent 
located behind her father's 
house because of an inability 
to get housing. She takes care 
of her 89-year-old grandfather, 
who lives alone. He increas-
ingly depends on her to cook 
and clean for him and counts 
on her to get back from her 
trips to Yellowknife, which 
adds to her overall frustration. 

She was expected to head 
back to her home community 
last Friday with an open ticket 
but she said she never looks 
forward to the return trip. 

"I don't even want to go 
back there because there is no 
place to go," she said.

 The woman said her home 
community could go a long way 
in helping her situation, too.  
She's frustrated that her com-
munity has a transitional home 
for men, even when there are 
women and children with 
more dire needs. 

"I don't have help. In (my 
community) it is family against 
family and my band doesn't 
like my family, so they don't 
help me," she said. "There's 
only one guy that's homeless 
... and there's like five of us 
women that are homeless, and 
I have kids."

She said she feels stuck 
between the two communities 
with neither place really feel-
ing like home. 

"Because I can't get a 
home, it's either I stay here 
(in Yellowknife) without my 
kids, or go home and then be 
with my kids and live with my 
parents," she said. 

Lack of housing supports, loss of children and limited
access to washrooms leave mother in despair

'I don't have help'; homeless 
woman feels trapped

by Simon Whitehouse  
northern news Services

Simon whitehouse/nnSl photo 

The day shelter and sobering centre, run by the NWT Disabilities Council, provide shelter and other services for the street-involved 
people who may be under-housed or homeless. One woman who uses the service says she has a problem accessing washroom facili-
ties and help getting out of her homeless situation. 
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Non-fungible tokens 
(NFTs) – digital assets – have 
been receiving attention in 
recent months for the millions 
of dollars investors are spend-
ing on sports clips, collages, 
gifs and other crypto-art. 

An NFT is a piece of digit-
al artwork minted on block 
chain and sold over dozens of 
online marketplaces in crypto-
currencies, such as Ether and 
Bitcoin.  

With investors and art 
collectors worldwide tak-
ing notice, Melaw Nakehk'o 
said NFTs are an opportunity 
for Northern artists to access 
global audiences remote-
ly without the need for art 
dealers. Anyone with com-
puter access and some basic 
programs can create NFTs, 
Nakehk'o said.

"We don't need to be in a 
bigger centre to get in a gal-
lery to start actually making a 
living," she said.

Nakehk'o is creating a col-
lective of Dene digital artists 
to merge their skills of art, 
music, animation and digital 
rendering to collaborate on 
creating NFTs on the block 
chain marketplace Founda-
tion.

The collective approach, 
Nakehk'o said, not only brings 
artists' skill sets together, it 
also helps to build a relation-
ship with investors by regular-
ly creating NFTs and engaging 
with loyal collectors.   

The block chain – a shared, 

decentralized ledger – main-
tains records of assets as they 
exchange hands. As NFTs are 
bought and sold, original art-
ists are granted royalties.

Those royalties, Nakehk'o 
said, are a perk of the digital 
marketplace compared to a 
physical piece of art, which 
can be bought and resold 
many times over with artists 
only earning revenue on their 
one-time original sale while 
middle men see huge profits.

"It's shifting power from 
how things have been trad-
itionally done with galleries 
and art dealers and it's really 
opening up for artists like us 
up here," she said. "It's very 
exciting. Nothing like this 
has happened in the art world 
since, like, the '80s."

Mikey McBryan, Buffalo 
Airways general manager and 
former cast member of TV 
show Ice Pilots, compared 
the current NFT landscape to 
the early days of YouTube. 
While the market may seem 
intimidating in its infancy, "in 
three or four years this will be 
a completely viable way for 
someone to make a living," he 
predicted.

"People can actually make 
money at home," McBryan 
said, "which is better for 
Northerners because we don't 
have access to everything that 
people have down south."

He has been selling NFTs 
of his own in recent weeks. He 
plans to create 250 pixel-art 
airplanes as part of his Cryp-
to Air Force collection sell-

ing on OpenSea – a popular 
NFT marketplace. He has so 
far released about half of his 
crypto-fleet and earned nearly 
$1,000 on the digital planes.

A yellow North American 
Harvard is McBryan's best 
seller to date. He donated the 
$160 raised to the Canadi-

an Historical Aircraft Asso-
ciation, an Ontario aviation 
museum that owns the aircraft 
after which the NFT is mod-
elled. 

A token of the Avro Lan-
caster, a Canadian-built plane 
famous for its contribution to 
the Second World War effort, 

is now listed for 0.073 ETH 
or $193. McBryan plans to 
donate the proceeds to the 
Canadian Warplane Heritage 
Museum, which owns one of 
the two Lancasters still in fly-
ing condition. 

McBryan designs the tok-
ens on a free program on his 
phone. He said fans from his 
former TV fame and his cur-
rent YouTube channel suggest 
planes for him to create. 

Though he has never 
involved himself in block 
chain investments before, 
McBryan said NFTs are "a 
way for normal people to 
interact with crypto-currency."

Still, he said there are some 

barriers to entry. The biggest 
are minting and gas fees – a 
charge users pay for the com-
puting energy required to pro-
cess and validate transactions 
on block chain. Gas fees fluc-
tuate depending on platform 
and time of day. 

Putting money into some-
thing as volatile and shrouded 
in uncertainty as block chain is 
"like taking a leap," McBryan 
acknowledged. If artists can 
take that jump, he predicted 
NFTs will be huge in remote 
places like the North.

"It is a way for artists to 
now reach the world without 
the intermediary of art col-
lectors and galleries."

Designing and selling digital tokens allows artists to take
back power from art dealers, galleries and other intermediaries  

Nifty! Northern artists get direct 
access to global market with NFTs

by natalie pressman  
northern news Services

natalie Pressman/nnSl photos

Mikey McBryan, general manager of Buffalo Airways, is selling airplane NFTs on Opensea, a new 
marketplace for digital items, and putting the proceeds back into the aviation industry. He says crypto-art 
creates a unique opportunity for Northern artists to access a global market.

Mikey McBryan creates digital tokens on a free 
program on his phone. He said fans of his former 
television appearances and YouTube presence 
suggest which aircraft to mint next.
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Michael Fatt is once again 
collecting bottles and cans to 
raise money for Yellowknifers 
in need. 

The bottle drive is part of a 
fundraiser through non-profit 
group Crazy Indian Broth-
erhood (CIB) and has been 
ongoing since March 23. 

The Brotherhood, a group 
dedicated to promoting com-
munity, plans to put the pro-
ceeds towards an upcoming 
Feed the People event where 
members will serve soups and 
stews to the street involved 
population in Yellowknife. 

A date for Feed the People 
has yet to be set. 

feed the people
Fatt said he and the bottle 

drive volunteers will con-
tinue to collect donations in 
upcoming weeks and months 
until they acquire a stock-
pile to finance the event, pur-
chase socks and sweatshirts 
to donate and hopefully have 
some funds left over to put 
towards tents and teepees for 
future on-the-land program-
ming. 

Last year, Fatt raised 
more than $6,000 from bottle 
donations to put on the CIB 
Christmas toy drive. 

After weeks of collections, 
CIB filled Tom Eagle Hall in 
the Tree of Peace Friendship 
Centre for residents to select 
gifts for their families. 

Compared to the Christ-
mas drive, Fatt said this round 

of bottle collections has been 
slower – though he admits he 
was overwhelmed after the 
winter drive and is happy to 
"pick away at it slowly."

Fatt took to Facebook 
last month to inform Yellow-
knifers he would be coming 
around again for bottles and 
cans. 

In addition to revenues 
for CIB events, Fatt said the 
initiative is about mentorship. 

It's important, he said, 
"to model giving back to the 
community."

"We're looking to 
announce ourselves and show 
people what we're all about. 
We might wear the patches 
and the vests, and we may 
look like we're gangsters but 
we're brothers and we've got 
to show them what brother-
hood means," he said.

crazy indian Brotherhood 
Yellowknife

In December, Yellow-
knife's CIB chapter was three 
members strong. 

They now have a full 
council of five, with three 
more prospective members. 
Fatt said there are also at 
least two more prospects in 
Fort Smith, where the group 
is considering opening its 
second NWT chapter. 

Simon Lacombe is a CIB 
Yellowknife prospect who 
has been volunteering with 
Fatt for the bottle drive. 
Though he's just started with 
the Brotherhood, he said he's 
keen to find ways of con-

tributing to the community 
and "giving back to people 
in need."

"When I heard about the 

brotherhood and saw what 
they were all about, I was 
really interested because 
that's what I'm about too," 

Lacombe said, "just giving 
back."

Prospective volunteers for 
bottle collection and sort-

ing, or anyone with bottles 
to donate, can contact Fatt or 
the Yellowknife CIB chapter 
through Facebook. 

Michael Fatt and a team of volunteers aim for soups
and stews, socks and sweatshirts for those in need

Crazy Indian Brotherhood hosts 
bottle drive for Feed the People

by natalie pressman  
northern news Services

photo courtesy of Michael fatt

Simon Lacombe, left, and Michael Fatt, right, are collecting bottles and cans to raise money for non-
profit group Crazy Indian Brotherhood.

In less than one month, the colonel will make his much-antici-
pated return to Yellowknife alongside a new Starbucks.

The combined KFC-Starbucks location on Old Airport Road 
is set to open the first week of May – KFC on May 3 and Star-
bucks on May 7.

"We have been busy recruiting – over 100 people to date, and 
still looking for some more great people," said Stephanie James, 
project manager with franchise owner Soul Foods Group.

"KFC training started last week, and we will start Starbucks 
training this week."

The return of KFC comes almost six years after the original 

downtown location closed down after 48 years in business.
Its closure was due to differences between the Yellowknife 

franchise owners and KFC's head office, according to former 
owner Matthew Jason.

It was reportedly so popular that it sold a total of 5,220 pieces 
of chicken in less than 36 hours before it finally closed its doors. 
Some Yellowknifers even felt the need to hold a candle-lit vigil 
outside the restaurant on its final night of business.

Lenny Burger moved into the vacant KFC location but lasted 
only five months.

Efforts to bring the fried chicken restaurant back started in 
2018, when a proposal to build a KFC alongside a Taco Bell and 
a Starbucks was brought before a city committee meeting.

The hoped-for completion of construction in 2019 was pushed 
forward due to unexplained delays. In an update in 2020, Soul 
Foods Group said the restaurants would be built by December 
although Taco Bell was dropped from the project.

Construction began at the site at 251 Old Airport Road last 
year, in a vacant lot across from Rochdi's Your Independent Gro-
cer that was valued at $2 million.

Combined fast food project more than three years in the making
KFC and Starbucks to open in May

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

Blair McBride/nnSl photo

The combined KFC and Starbucks will open to customers on May 3 and 7, respectively. 
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for a story. 

Terry Pamplin 
paid for the 
supplies to 
reinvigorate his 
popular down-
town mural 
when he was 
unable to find 
a grant to cover 
upkeep for the 
d e c a d e - o l d 
piece. Does 
that sound 
right?
nnSl file photo

it's no secret some of Yellow-
knife's public art has seen better 
days. You don't have to look far in 
this city to see the toll time and the 
elements have taken on once vivid 
works -- like monique robert's mural 
depiction of canoes near aurora vil-
lage, for example. 

But whose job is it to make sure 
the art in our public spaces doesn't 
resemble something indiana Jones 
might unearth?

in last weekend's Yellowknifer, we 
interviewed local mural artist terry 
Pamplin about his recent efforts to 
restore a mural originally installed 
outside overlander sports over a 
decade ago. even though the NWt 
arts Council granted him funding for 
the original work, he wasn't able to 
secure funds for the maintenance 
work from the territorial government 
or the City of Yellowknife and paid 
for supplies himself.

it seems a waste that art paid 
for by taxpayers is left to degrade, 
let alone to have funding denied to 
a well-known local artist who took 
enough pride in his prominently-dis-
played piece to foot the repair bills 
– especially since the City of Yellow-
knife has had budget provisions for 

this exact issue on the books since 
2016.

the City's current policy on the 
matter was penned the same year  
and the committee tasked with – 
among other things-- the mainten-
ance and repair of public art, doesn't 
actually exist.

there is no indication any effort 
has been made by the City to ensure 
this policy is acted on since. in fact, 
the Public advisory Committee 
tasked with managing and main-
taining public artworks is notably 
absent from the committee page on 
the City's website.

the City of Yellowknife's 2016 
public art policy directed that budget 
provisions through the Care and 
maintenance strategy were to be 
made for the "management, main-
tenance and conservation" of public 
art. it also mandated that the Com-
munity service department take the 

lead on making sure money in the 
budget is earmarked for that pur-
pose.

rather than reacting to funding 
requests, the City, by its own policy, 
must be proactive in maintaining 
and repairing public art around 
Yellowknife.

artists are skilled craftspeople. 
though they may be passionate 
enough about their work to some-
times work for free, it doesn't mean 
they should. exposure doesn't pay 
the bills; though this is the type of 
thinking artists are commonly con-
fronted with while trying to make a 
living. 

even so, the question of who is 
responsible for paying to make over 
Yellowknife's deteriorating art seems 
to trigger only finger-pointing.

Pamplin applied for City funds and 
ended up lost in the process for his 
restorations -- just another example 
of bureaucracy getting in the way of 
itself. the programs exist. the money 
exists. artists need to be paid. some-
one needs to take responsibility, stop 
hiding behind arbitrary bureaucratic 
processes and take action. 

even if art doesn't take backseat 
to sport, it certainly falls through the 
cracks.

The art of
conversation

Maintenance of yk public art assigned
to a City committee that doesn't exist

northern news Services

tHE iSSuE:
THe COST OF PuBLIC ART

WE SaY:
SHOuLD Be PAID BY THe PuBLIC
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Are you looking forward to camping this season 
and, if so, what are you most looking forward to?

darrell ohokannoak
"yes, absolutely, to get 
out of the city and out 
of the house." 

Jeremiah Minoza 
"i'm looking forward 
to spending camp-
ing time with my best 
friend. i enjoy getting 
to roast marshmal-
lows, sleep in a camp-
er, take walks and play 
at the beach."

regan lloyd 
"i don't have much 
time for camping 
because i work six 
days a week." 

Josh Soloy 
"i am looking forward 
to it and mostly prob-
ably biking while out 
camping." 

phil Burgess 
"yes, because we 
haven't gotten to go 
down south for the last 
year and it is some-
thing fun to do with 
the family." 

Val Minoza 
"i'm looking mostly 
forward to the weather, 
being outdoors and 
just travelling to camp-
ing locations out-
doors." 

WE asked you!
with Simon whitehouse

editorial@nnsl.com

Express yourself: Write a letter to the editor
letters should be short and to the point. no longer than 500 words, please. your letter should be 
relevant to our readers. emailed letters are preferred. include your full name and a phone number, as 
we verify authenticity of all letters prior to publication. we may edit your letter for grammar, length (for 
our print version) or any potential legal issues. 
email your letter to: editorial@nnsl.com with the subject line: letter to The editor 
Or by regular mail: yellowknifer 5108 50 St., Yellowknife, nt., X1a 1S2 attn: Editor 

A few weeks ago, we all marked a dif-
ficult milestone. It has been more than a year 
since the pandemic. It's an understatement to 
say that we have been through challenging 
times over the past year. The 
trying times aren't over yet. But 
just like flowers emerging in the 
spring after a long cold winter, 
our resilient communities are 
emerging and safely returning 
back to what's known as "normal."

There is light at the end of 
the tunnel. That's not a cliché. 
It's real. With the efficient vac-
cine rollout, thanks to health 
authorities and workers, we can 
see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. We're seeing more restric-
tions being lifted gradually in the 
Northwest Territories. In-person 
local events that were cancelled 
last year are returning while being 
modified with restrictions that 
help protect participants. Dining 
indoors with a bubble of friends 
is now acceptable. We've even heard that 
Folks on the Rocks will be back this summer. 
That's great news. Travel restrictions, for the 
good of all, continue. It's crucial to protect 
our communities, especially in remote places.  

With no vaccines, we won't be emerging 
safely. With no responsible restrictions we 
would have had outbreaks. I'm grateful to all 
health care workers who have put themselves in 
harm's way to protect our communities. We all 
share the responsibility of protecting our com-
munities. If there is one important action to 
take now, it's to get vaccinated. 

I feel safer with the vaccine. I can safely 
do my grocery shopping, run errands and pick 
up my favourite takeout dinner from a local 
restaurant. I'm disturbed by fear mongering 
groups that try to dissuade people from getting 
vaccinated. Fear mongering creates an endless 
cycle of false information that won't only affect 
the person who believes them but will harm the 
society and communities. 

While social media kept us connected dur-
ing the trying times, it's a venue for groups 
to get their posts and videos packed with 
false information go viral. You've a choice 
of who to believe: social media posts and 
videos from anonymous sources or scientists 
and health experts? Let's take a look at a 
few claims that have gone viral and appear 

on most of our social media timelines and, 
unfortunately, shared among our friends and 
connections. 

We're not guinea pigs. Yes, we're not. The 
vaccines that we have in Canada 
are approved and were tested. 
It didn't take long to have them 
because, globally, nations are in 
dire need to end the current health 
and economic crisis caused by 
Covid-19. It's ironic to use the fast 
quest for the vaccine as a tool to 
spread fear. Urgency is an import-
ant factor scientist consider when 
developing vaccines that combat 
the global pandemic. 

You still need to wear a mask. 
Our communities are emerging 
back. You still need to wear 
masks in public places where 
social distancing is not possible. 
If many become resistant towards 
getting vaccinated, we're at risk 
of having new cases. And thus, 
more restrictions and potential 

lockdowns. If the majority of the population 
choose to get vaccinated, we will see many 
restrictions get lifted and we'll be back to 
normal. 

Covid-19 vaccines are not effective. That's 
one of the most dangerous claims of all. Vac-
cines save lives. They've saved more lives in 
Canada than any other medical interventions 
in the past 50 years. Covid-19 vaccines will 
do the same job. Let's tune in to the scientists 
and medical experts. Even if you're not at a 
high risk of severe Covid-19 diseases, think 
of your friends, family, co-workers, neigh-
bours and community members who might 
be more vulnerable. According to reports, all 
Covid-19 vaccines will prevent severe illness, 
hospitalizations and deaths. 

If you're worried about getting vaccin-
ated, fear not. In the NWT, we have profes-
sional health care workers who are capable of 
answering your questions and addressing your 
concerns. If you have not had your first shot, 
visit https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/servi-
ces/covid-19-vaccine to learn more about how 
vaccines work and book an appointment. 

Let's protect our communities. Get vaccin-
ated and encourage your family and friends to 
do the same. During this spring, let's emerge 
and look forward to a summer in which we're 
safer.

laBour
Views
Jack Bourassa is regional 
executive vice-president of 
the Public Service Alliance 
of Canada, North.

Protect our communities, 
Get vaccinated today

photo courtesy of the GnwT

Sheila Laity, left, with the Northwest Territories Health and Social Services 
Authority prepares to give the Covid-19 vaccine to Caroline Douglas at the 
Jimmy erasmus Seniors Home in Behchoko on Dec. 31. 
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Several snowboarders hit 
the snow-packed slopes of 
Bristol Pit on Easter Sunday, 
savouring some of the last rid-
ing time before the end of 
season. 

Families gathered to teach 
their young ones the basics of 

sledding while more advanced 
riders sought to leap over mas-
sive mounds and conquer other 
obstacles in the way. 

According to the Ragged 
Riders Snowsports Society 
Facebook page, the season will 
officially end April 10 with the 
Konge Cup competition.

Snowboarders rise on Easter

Ames Rae soars through the air. 

Hawke Williams-Ellis, hill supervisor, Travis Plain, Duncan Stewart and Jeff Di Fabrizio ride the rope tow 
up the slope. 

Ames Rae, left, comes off the hill to meet his wife Keshki Rae after some 
sweet snowboard moves Sunday afternoon. 

Hawke Williams-Ellis, 14, left, and Owen Rylott, 
17, were among those showing off their snow-
boarding skills at Bristol Pit on Sunday. 

Top: Joel Smith glides through 
the air bare-chested and under a 

bright Easter sun. 

Left: Joel Smith looks back in mid-
air while inverted on his snowboard at 

Bristol Pit. 

Joel Smith, 28, throws his board into the air for effect between runs down the hill. 

The Hawke has landed. Hawke Williams-Ellis, 14, hits the ground safely and 
glides after making a jump at Bristol Pit. 

Hawke Williams-Ellis, 14, twists through the air. Joel Smith, 28, backflips. 

northern news Services

snowboarding 
feature

by Simon whitehouse

Enthusiasts enjoy Bristol Pit slopes in the sun on holiday weekend

Rowan Malthus, 10, snowboards down a medium-level course into the pit. 
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Bullock's Bistro is about to 
pour its brand further as it pre-
pares to build a new Yellow-
knife production facility to 
bottle its sauces.

The owners of the Old 
Town fish restaurant recently 
bought a plot of land in Kam 
Lake, where in August they 
will construct a plant capable 
of producing at least 3,000 
bottles per day in its early days 
and rising from there.

The two-storey facility will 
house bottling machinery on 
the 305-square-metre ground 
floor, while the 152-square-
metre second floor will 
accommodate a break room 
and office space.

The move also includes the 
formation of the Great Slave 
Lake Bottling Company, but 
the popular herb and garlic 
salad dressing and teriyaki 
fish sauce will remain under 
the Bullock's name.

In hard times, make sauce
In a era fitting of the old 

aphorism "when life gives 
you lemons," owners Jo-Ann 
Martin and Mark Elson found 
themselves using the restau-
rant's pandemic closure period 
last spring to make and test 
sauces.

"It's something we've kind 
of tossed around for a few 
years, and wondered how big 
we wanted to go," said Martin.

In just a few months it 
grew into a small side busi-
ness. In May 2020, they began 
selling the sauces in stores in 
Yellowknife, Hay River and 
Fort Smith.

They've since widened 
their customer base and ship 

the sauces to retailers in Inu-
vik; Cambridge Bay; Mill 
Bay, B.C. and in the Northern 
Store in Cartwright, Labrador, 

where Martin is from.
With their current capacity 

of making about 300 bottles 
of sauce per day at the restau-

rant, they're only just manag-
ing to keep up with demand 
and need to produce more to 
satisfy the supply chain.

"Once we figured out a 
proper plan and had a business 
plan in place and we knew 
we had a viable product then 
we decided to pursue build-
ing a facility. Once the plant 
is ready ... we can make up to 
10,000 bottles per day," Martin 
said. "It's an incredible oppor-
tunity and if it hadn't been 
for the pandemic we wouldn't 
be where we 
are because we 
would be deal-
ing with our day-
to-day business. 
The pandemic 
gave us time to 
plan and organ-
ize and do a lot 
of the legwork to 
get it up and run-
ning."

Martin has 
been discussing wider distri-
bution with interested man-
agers of distribution centres 
on Vancouver Island and in 
Winnipeg. Once production at 
the new Utsingi Drive plant 
ramps up, she hopes to ship 
mass quantities of the sauces 
out to those centres as well as 
to Arctic Cooperative stores.

The initial target after the 
facility becomes operational at 
the end of August will be 3,000 
bottles per day. Six months 
in, Martin foresees produc-
tion doubling or even tripling, 

in tandem with staffing that 
will start off with about five 
workers and is anticipated to 
eventually reach about 15.

"The plan is to produce 
as much as we can here for 
Western Canada and then 
once we get a good market 
set up with different grocery 
chains or stores or distributors 
across Western Canada, we 

know eventually 
we'll need a dis-
tribution centre 
in Alberta," she 
explained.

Since the bot-
tling company 
will be a new 
business, its rev-
enues on paper 
won't count 
towards those 
of Bullock's. But 

if they were included on a 
balance sheet, Martin expects 
earnings to make up for the 
economic losses of Covid-19 
at the restaurant, which saw 
sales drop by as much as 75 
per cent compared to pre-pan-
demic times.

"It's a new venture and 
we're super excited and a little 
nervous because it's a big one," 
Martin said. "I think we have 
lots of opportunity. I think it 
would be really cool to have 
a different type of economic 
venture in Yellowknife."

Move led to formation of Great Slave Lake Bottling Company

Bullock's Bistro plans Kam Lake 
bottling plant for sauce products

by Blair McBride  
northern news Services

Blair McBride/nnSl photo

An existing building at the site in Kam Lake will be used as office space, separate from the production plant, said Bullock's owner 
Jo-Ann Martin.

"We can make 
up to 10,000 
bottles per 

day." 
 Jo-Ann Martin 
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MorNiNg coMMuTe FeNder beNder
Two vehicles collided on Old Airport Road, near Highway 3, around 9:15 a.m. on Tuesday. Both SUVs sustained damages to their front bumpers. RCMP, MED, an 
ambulance and a tow truck showed up at the scene. There appeared to be no injuries. Catherine Pigott, the driver of one of the vehicles, said that while shaken 
up, "everyone is ok." She said slippery roads likely were a factor in the incident. officers were on scene directing traffic.

Jenni Bruce, the new governance council chair of the Work-
ers' Safety and Compensation Commission of the NWT and 
Nunavut (WSCC) is excited for the opportunity to join the 
organization. 

"I'm looking forward to it. I think it's a real 
privilege. The WSCC is run really well," she said. 

Bruce was appointed to the role and assumed 
her new duties on April 1 for a three-year term.

She has few concerns about balancing her new 
WSCC duties with those of her president role with 
the NWT Chamber of Commerce because she 
plans to leave that position in May. 

"My (two-year) term is up in May. So I will be stepping 
down at the AGM (in) mid to late May." 

While Bruce said it's too early to speak about specific goals 
she has in mind for the WSCC, she hopes she can help make 
safety top of mind for employers in the North. 

"(For now) I'm in the learning curve. To be an effective 
chair you have to learn first," she said. 

Bruce took over the WSCC role from former chair David 
Tucker.

– Blair McBride

$3 million contract fast-tracked for Hordal pipes
Yellowknife city council approved awarding the City's 

water and sewer contract of $3,117,078.64 to NWT Construc-
tion at a special council meeting Monday.

Over the construction season of 2021, the city will complete 
a much needed water, sewer and stormwater line replacement 

at Hordal Road between Range Lake Road and 
Spence Road. There will also be upgrades to street 
lighting in coordination with Northern Utilities.

City manager Sheila Bassi-Kellett said that pass-
ing the contract urgently was important because 
the purchase of materials are in short supply due 
to Covid-19 and uncharacteristically low temper-

atures in Texas this year.
 "As a result, it is urgent that we get this contract signed, 

authorized and ready to go so that the purchase of pipe can 
start as soon as possible," she said.

Chris Greencorn, director of public works and engineer-
ing was asked if he thought there would be issues in getting 
material. He said he was more worried about the timeliness 
and scheduling of an order for construction season.

"We have a pipe supply but the problem that we're running 
into is the chemicals that are required to insulate the pipe have 
been delayed," he explained. "It's causing an issue with our 
insulated pipe portion of the program. So we want to get in 
there right away, and ensure that we can get our pipe insulated 
because that's one of our biggest freeze protection methods in 

how to get pipe insulated."
– Simon Whitehouse

YK Chamber president to head WSCC

NeWs
in brief
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SportS hotline • JameS mccarthy
phone: (867) 873-4031 • email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

Sports & recreation

The first season of rec league 
hockey in the age of Covid-19 in 
Yellowknife has come to an end.

And it ended with the best team 
from the regular season ending up 
on top of the heap following the 
playoffs.

Ace are your 2020-2021 Yk Rec 
Hockey League champions after 
knocking off the Weaver and Devore 
Marauders, 5-0, in the decider on 
March 31 at the Multiplex. Gavin 
Dwyer was perfect for Ace as he 
pitched a shutout between the pipes 
while Josh Mitton scored the game's 
opening – and what turned into the 
game-winning – goal.

Devin Hinchey of Ace had per-
haps the worst vantage point in 
which to view Mitton's marker – he 
was bent over fixing his skates.

"It's about 20 or 30 seconds in and 
I'm working on my skates," he said. "I 
hear cheering and asked if we scored." 
Maybe Mitton did. Maybe Mitton 
didn't. All depends on who you ask.

"I think if it ended up being a 
1-0 game, it would have been a 
much bigger deal than it was," said 
Hinchey. "Luckily, it wasn't the only 
goal and it was the best start we 
could've asked for, especially against 
them."

Marauders defenceman Ryan 
Nichols said his team simply had no 
answer for Ace.

"They shut the door on us," he 
said. "They were the best all year 
long and congratulations to them."

Having the season at all was very 
much up in the air as late as October 
with occupancy requirements at the 
Multiplex still within the 25-person 
range per arena. 

But there was hockey to be played 

after all as the league got permission 
to have up to 11 players per team 
with one goaltender for a total of 24 
players total with one official bring-
ing it up to 25. 

The league also laid down sev-
eral rules with Covid-19 in mind. 
Each game would be two 25-minute 
periods – running time – with no 
changeovers, no spitting, no post-
game handshakes and no shootouts 
to solve tied games.

Each team was to arrive no more 
than 15 minutes before their sched-
uled game time and had 15 minutes 
to leave the building after their game 
was completed.

Nichols, who also serves as the 
league's president, said it was a dif-
ferent season, to say the least, but it 
went as smooth as it could have.

"Having the 15-minute rule 
wasn't too much of an issue," he said. 
"No complaints from anyone that I 
heard but I think people missed the 
hanging out part of it. That's a big 
part of rec hockey – getting together 
and hanging out after the game – 
and we lost that this season but it's 
something we had to give up so we 
could play."

Hinchey said a lot of the players 
had come off a season of Covid-19 
rules in the Yk Fastball League last 

summer and knew what to expect 
coming into the hockey season.

"It certainly helped that we had 
guys who had that experience of 
fastball," he said. "The season is on 
the verge and we had to get it right 
or we don't play hockey – it's that 
simple. I'm glad everyone took it 
seriously."

If there were any issues with 
rules being broken, Hinchey said 
Nichols was on it right away.

"No matter what it was, he was 
diligent about it," he said. "A lot of 
people have mental and physical 
issues, some of it as a cause of 
Covid-19, and it was good for us to 

have hockey to go to."
Something else that was bereft 

this season was the amount of disci-
plinary issues and Nichols said he 
was happy to see that.

"There weren't too many fights 
or any sort of stick infractions this 
season," he said. "Suspensions 
were way down and I think the 
rules had something to do with it." 
Normally, a player receives a five-
minute major penalty and a game 
misconduct for engaging in fisti-
cuffs but this season, the league 
clamped down: any fighting and 
the offending players were gone for 

The announcement of the 
2022 Arctic Winter Games 
being postponed sent a shiver 
down the spine of everyone in 
the circumpolar sports world.

Fear that another Games 
might be lost to Covid-19 as 
the 2020 edition, which was 
scheduled for Whitehorse, 
was.

But there is some move-
ment on the 2022 edition as 
the AWG International Com-
mittee announced Tuesday 
morning that the Games will 
now happen from Jan. 29 to 
Feb. 4, 2023 in Wood Buffalo, 
Alta. They were originally 
scheduled to happen in March 
2022 but were postponed 
owing to continued uncer-

tainty surrounding Covid-19.
"The International Com-

mittee engaged in a collabora-
tive process with stakehold-
ers to ensure a rescheduled 
Games, set against full sport 
event calendars, active venues 
and busy teams, was achiev-
able," stated John Flynn, 
president of the international 
committee, in a news release.

"We are extremely delight-
ed to have rescheduled the 
Wood Buffalo Arctic Winter 
Games to a date that accom-
modates both the host com-
munity and Host Society as 
well as our valued Chefs de 
Mission from participating 
units."

Melissa Blake, co-chair 
of the host society in Wood 
Buffalo, stated that the soci-

ety was excited to host the 
circumpolar North on the 
newly-scheduled dates.

"We are confident in the 
planning that has taken place 
thus far and look forward to 
providing a safe world class 
experience here in Wood Buf-
falo," she said.

Bill Othmer, chef de mis-
sion for Team NT, said on 
Tuesday that he and the other 
chefs de mission will be hav-
ing a conference on Thursday 
to go over what the next steps 
will be.

Following that, Othmer 
said he will be setting up a 
meeting with the various ter-
ritorial sport organization 
(TSO) presidents to update 
them on what's happening and 
get their thoughts moving for-

ward.
The international com-

mittee also announced that 
coaching positions will be 
expanded for the next edition 
of the Games with the com-
mittee stating that it will "help 
enhance participant experi-
ence and protect athletes, 
coaches and cultural delegates 
from potentially vulnerable 
situations."

Moira Lassen, the inter-
national committee's oper-
ations co-ordinator, said the 
extra coaches are meant to 
ensure an extra adult is present 
or available in all situations 
except emergencies.

The re-scheduled Games 
will not affect the bid cycle; 
Alaska is still on course to 
host in 2024.

Yk Rec Hockey league regular season's best win championship over Weaver and Devore

Organizers 'look forward to providing a safe, world-class experience here in Wood Buffalo'

Ace reigns supreme 

Arctic Winter Games pushed to 2023

by James Mccarthy  
northern news Services

by James Mccarthy  
northern news Services

photos courtesy of rob Hart

Ace's Lonan Bulger breaks into the offensive zone on a rush during the Yk Rec Hockey League's championship game at the 
Multiplex on March 31.

nnSl file photo

Zhanayii Drygeese of Team NWT gets set to send 
the snow snake down the course in 2019. There 
won't be another competition until 2023.

Please see Rec, page 16
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the duration of the season, 
including playoffs.

"It was one of those situ-
ations where you stopped 
and thought about whether 
you really wanted to drop 
the gloves," said Nichols. 
"It was tamed down quite 
a bit."

For the second year in 
a row, there was no Easter-
time tournament owing to 
the ongoing pandemic with 
Nichols saying it just wouldn't 
work out financially.

"We looked into doing 
something but it came down 
to players having plans for 
the long weekend already 
and there wasn't a lot of 
interest," he said. "The beer 
garden helps drive down our 
costs quite a bit but there was 
no way we could have that 
under Covid rules and the 
league just couldn't eat the 
cost of what it would take 
to host."

The hope for next sea-
son, said Nichols, is to have 
things return to normal but 
who's to say right now? 
"You can't predict what's 
going to happen," he said. 
"The plan is to keep things 
at 14 per team right now 
and hopefully, it changes for 
the better and if it does, we 
go back to the way it was."

Ace, from page 15

sports & recreationsports & recreation

The 2021 edition of 
the Yellowknife Gold 
Loppet sponsored by 
Gold Terra saw a record 
430 skiers take to the 
trails in and around the 
capital on March 28.

Here's some more 
people who found their 
way around the trails that 
day.

A weekend of skiing fun 

photo courtesy of Jennifer Skelton

Jordi Casas, decked out in his Yellowknife Ski 
Club Track Attack gear, put in 25-km during the 
loppet, some of that on the Range Lake trail.

photo courtesy of Jennifer Skelton 

Dylan Skelton shows off his tree yoga skills on 
his way to skiing 11 kilometres during the loppet.

The Ward-Townson 
family, consisting 
of, from left, Lila 
Townson, Julie 
Ward, Doug Town-
son and Arya 
Townson, enjoyed a 
family ski on loppet 
day.
photo courtesy of Julie ward 

photo courtesy of Alison Heslep

It's a family affair as Willa Heslep, left, James Therrien, Alison Heslep, Jake Therrien and Jennifer Ther-
rien ski Back Bay during the loppet.

northern news Services

loppet 
feature

by James McCarthy

Rec league produces one-two final

photos courtesy of rob Hart

The Weaver and Devore Marauders' duo of Brady Daniels, left, and Kyle Kugler, right, try to squeeze out Ace's Curtis German on a rush 
during the Yk Rec Hockey League's championship game at the Multiplex on March 31.

photo courtesy of roxane Poulin

Adam Clinton, left, and his mother, Roxane Poulin, were out on Back Bay for their loppet ski.
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