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"This year the Town of Hay River and the GNWT are not offering co-ordination for those facilities."
– Glenn Smith, the town's SAO, outlined changes to flood evacuation plans, including dealing with hotels, page 5.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo 

Sandra Lester, the vice-chair of the Hay River Seniors' Society, 
demonstrates and distributes FoodCyclers – indoor residential 
food composters – at Super A grocery story on April 17. A six-
month pilot project has begun to sell 100 of the recycling units 
to residents of Hay River. The machines turn waste food into 
additives for soil. For story, see inside. 
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Travis Wright will be the new fire chief for 
the Town of Hay River.

Wright, who began working for the town 
on April 19, will be replacing Fire Chief Ross 
Potter upon his retirement in early June.

Until then, he will have the title of deputy 
fire chief.

However, Wright immediately becomes the 
director of protective services, another role 
held by Potter. The soon-to-be fire chief and 
now director of protective services is happy to 
return to his hometown after 10 years as an 
assistant fire marshal with the NWT's Office 
of the Fire Marshal.

"I was excited to get back to working for a 
specific department and honestly being part of 
a strong team," he said. "That's what attracted 
me to come back."

Wright was a member of the Hay River 
Fire Department for three years beginning 
in 2008.

"That was my first fire department as a 
volunteer," he said.

After joining the Office of the Fire Mar-
shal, Wright served for over six years in Fort 
Simpson and then in Fort Smith since 2017.

"I've been lucky to be able to work with 
departments all over the Northwest Territories 
with all sorts of different issues and chal-
lenges they face over the years, and I got to 

help them either by directly working on those 
issues or by building strategic plans for them 
for the department to address," he said. "So I 
think that experience will help with self-iden-
tifying areas that can be improved upon in the 
department and building plans to do just that."

Wright noted he wants to build upon the 
great culture that the Hay River Fire Depart-
ment already has in place.

"It's important to maintain a strong culture 
and keep the department a place people are 
proud of, a place people want to be, because 
without the volunteers sacrificing their time, 
we don't have a department to respond," he said.

Wright praised the contributions of Potter to 
the department.

"The Hay River Fire Department always 
set a high standard for their volunteers, but 
when Ross came on board there, he definitely 
raised the bar," he said. "He's a great leader 
by example."

Potter has previously indicated that he will 
remain with the department as a volunteer 
deputy fire chief after his retirement.

"That's good because he has endless know-
ledge and experience to offer," said Wright. 
"I'm happy he's planning on hanging around."

Wright acknowledged that he will have to 
get up to speed as director of protective servi-
ces, a role that includes applying many of the 
town's bylaws.

His experience as an assistant fire marshal 
will help as the director of protective servi-

ces, he said. "I've had experience with EMO 
(emergency management organization) at the 
territorial level over the last 10 years with 
several different communities."

Wright also noted he started in the role 
now because it is just before spring breakup.

"It's not the ideal time for me, but I thought 
it was important that I be there and get that 
experience while going through flood watch," 
he said.

Wright's hiring was announced during the 
April 12 online meeting of town council.

Glenn Smith, the town's senior admin-
istrative officer, said it was his pleasure to 
announce that Wright had been successfully 
recruited for the positions of director of pro-
tective services and fire chief.

Smith noted Wright is well-respected by 
the Hay River Fire Department.

"And we feel his leadership is going to 
align nicely with the strong culture and values 
that are established over there, especially due 
to the good work that Mr. Potter has provided 
in his time over there," he said. "Travis has 
extensive experience related to fire and emer-
gency services through not only the Hay River 
Fire Department but other fire departments in 
the Northwest Territories."

Smith also noted that Wright's 10 years 
with the Office of Fire Marshal have given 
him a lot of experience in municipal regula-
tions, fire standards, and all certifications 
required for fire and medical response.

PAuL BIckfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

NeWs
Briefs

Town hosting breakup
preparedness meeting

A public meeting on spring breakup 
preparedness will be hosted on April 21 by 
the Town of Hay River.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
Aurora Ford Arena of the Hay River Com-
munity Centre. It is open to all residents, 
and the town is particularly encouraging 
residents of Vale Island to attend.

There will be information on flood 
preparedness, registration and evacuation 
procedures, mitigation activity and current 
conditions and forecasts.

Facemasks will be required.

New signage to 
help Hay River tourism

The Town of Hay River will be erecting 
two new signs for visitors to the commun-
ity.

The April 12 online meeting of town 
council was told that road signs for the 
Fisherman's Wharf Pavilion and the Hay 
River Heritage Centre have been designed 
and printed.

They will be installed this spring along 
the Mackenzie Highway to guide tourists 
to the two sites.

"Those should be coming up soon," said 
Glenn Smith, the town's senior administra-
tive officer. "And it's just the small signs 
that show one kilometre and point in the 
direction of that facility."

Smith called them wayfinding signs.

Church seeking
donations of food

St. Andrew's Anglican Church is hold-
ing a spring food drive from 10 a.m. to 
noon on May 1.

The church is seeking donations of 
pasta noodles and sauce, canned vegetables 
and fruit, Kraft Dinner, soup, canned meat, 
cereal, rice and crackers.

The donations will help the church pro-
vide weekly food hampers to those in need.

Nominations extended
for Order of the NWT

Nominations are still being accepted 
for the Order of the Northwest Territories.

According to an April 15 news release 
from the Legislative Assembly, the dead-
line to submit nominations has been 
extended to April 30.

It was originally April 16.
The Order of the Northwest Territor-

ies is its highest honour, reserved for 
those who have demonstrated a high level 
of excellence and achievement, and have 
made a significant contribution to the 
NWT.

Union and GNWT
begin negotiations

The Union of Northern Workers (UNW) 
and the GNWT jointly announced on April 
14 that they have commenced negotiations 
towards a new collective agreement.

Formal negotiations between the two 
sides began on April 12.

A news release stated the UNW and 
the GNWT are optimistic that, by working 
together in good faith, a fair and reasonable 
agreement will be reached.

Both parties have also agreed there will 
be no further public comment while nego-
tiations are ongoing.

The previous collective agreement 
expired on March 31, but remains in force 
until a new deal is reached.

Former assistant fire marshal to also fill
role of director of protective services

Travis Wright 
to be fire chief

NNSL file photo

Travis Wright, then a firefighter with the Hay River First Department, helps remove a windshield from a car during 
an extrication demonstration for Fire Prevention Week in 2010.

Did we get it wrong?
Hay River Hub is committed to getting facts 

and names right. With that goes a commitment to 
acknowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Hay River Hub, call 867-873-4031 or 
email editor@ssimicro.com. We'll get a correction or 
clarification in as soon as we can. Active cases: 0

Confirmed cases: 78
Recovered cases: 78
Completed tests: 17,007
Negative tests: 16,935
Pending tests: 31

days since first confirmed case: 395
days since last confirmed case: 15
Vaccines
First doses administered: 24,746
Second doses administered: 16,471

fact fILE
NWT coVID-19 SITuATIoN AS of APRIL 19

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT
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so, the GNWT is going 
to have another look at the 
projections for the number 
of new long-term care beds 
needed in Hay River.

After an April 9 
visit to the com-
munity, Health 
and social ser-
vices Minister Julie Green 
said the projections – which 
stand at 24 new beds in a 
facility yet to be built – will be 
re-examined to include Fort 
Providence and Fort Resolu-
tion.

Projections released last 
month did not include those 
nearby communities as pos-
sible sources for long-term 
care clients coming to Hay 
River.

Green explained the projec-
tions included the Hay River 
Reserve and enterprise in Hay 
River's catchment area, but 
not Fort Resolution and Fort 
Providence.

"so I think that what will 
happen is we will ask the Bur-
eau of statistics to look again 
at the numbers with Fort Res 
and Fort Providence in mind, 
and see what difference that 
makes," she said.

People in those commun-
ities may be interested in 
long-term care in Hay River, 
as opposed to Fort simpson 
or Yellowknife, the minister 

added. "so we wanted to hear 
from people have we thought 
this through properly."

Fort Resolution is con-
sidered part of the Yellow-
knife catchment area and 

Fort Providence 
part of the Fort 
simpson catch-
ment area.

It's hard to know what to 
make of the minister's state-
ments.

On the one hand, it is good 
to see the GNWT listening to a 
community's concerns and be 
willing to change, if required.

On the other hand, it is sur-
prising that Fort Resolution 
and Fort Providence were not 
included in the projections for 
Hay River in the first place.

You don't need to be a stat-
istician at the NWT Bureau of 
statistics to know why.

All you need is a map to 
show that Fort Providence 
and Fort Resolution residents 
may end up in long-term care 
in Hay River.

Fort Resolution is just an 
hour-and-a-half drive from 
Hay River. On the other hand, 
it is a flight across Great 
slave Lake to Yellowknife, or 
a six-hour drive to the capital 
city.

If elders from Fort Resolu-
tion have to go into long-term 
care, Hay River would seem 
an obvious choice to be 

closer to family and friends of 
their home community.

Green also said people 
can decide where they want 
to go for long-term care, not-
ing, for example, that 23 per 
cent of the people in Wood-
land Manor are not from Hay 
River.

This whole re-evaluation 
of the numbers is welcome 
and may possibly end up with 
more new long-term care 
beds for Hay River, where 
there are currently 25 such 
beds at Woodland Manor.

However, the second look 
has to call into question the 

accuracy of the overall recent 
projections for the NWT.

They foresee an additional 
169 long-term care beds 
being required in the NWT by 
2034. That is a major reduc-
tion from 2015 when projec-
tions identified a need for 
435 beds in that period.

Green said she is confident 
in the recent numbers from 
the NWT Bureau of statistics.

After the omission of Fort 
simpson and Fort Resolu-
tion for consideration as part 
of Hay River's numbers, it is 
difficult to share that confi-
dence.

NNSL file photo

Health and Social Services Minister Julie Green visited Hay 
River on April 9 to discuss the number of new long-term care 
beds needed in the community.

HubOpiniOn
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"every day is earth day, and i vote we start investing in a 
secure climate future right now."

– Jackie Speier

2011
CCNA

What do you grow in the community garden?

You 
Said 
It!

Tom Makepeace
"i grow potatoes actually 
for the soup kitchen. 
That's been my main 
focus."

Sarah Slade
"everything. Lots of 
tomatoes."

Jarka flood
"i try tomatoes outside, 
but they're usually just 
green. i've got good 
potatoes, parsnips and 
turnips. And also straw-
berries are very good 
outdoors."

Nancy Neave
"i like to grow mostly 
anything i can have for 
a salad. So different let-
tuces, carrots, tomatoes, 
cucumbers, snap peas, 
and then potatoes."

The projections they are 
a-changin', again, maybe
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Town creates plan for 
Vale Island evacuation

As spring breakup nears, the procedures 
for a possible evacuation of Vale Island are 
starting to take shape.

The Town of Hay River is releasing its 
plans for accommodating evacuees, based on 
guidelines from the GNWT.

Speaking on April 15, Glenn Smith, the 
town's senior administrative officer, said the 
GNWT evacuation guidelines are not final-
ized, but far enough along for the town to 
incorporate them into its registration and 
evacuation procedures, and communicate that 
to the public.

There are a number of significant differ-
ences between this year and 2020 when it 
comes to accommodating evacuees.

"For those evacuees that are not in self-
isolation, do not have Covid symptoms or do 
not have Covid, then we've outlined four dif-
ferent options for them for accommodations," 
said Smith.

Unlike last year not long after Covid-19 
restrictions were first imposed, any evacuees 
this year can stay with friends and family off 
Vale Island.

"Under Covid regulations from the Office 
of the Chief Public Health Officer, house-
holds may have a maximum of five additional 
persons visit at any time to a maximum of 
10 persons in the house," said Smith. "We're 
asking people that live on Vale Island, in 
preparedness, to start having conversations 
with friends and family on the new part of the 
town that they might be able to temporarily 
stay with."

Also, unlike last year, the town will be set-
ting up an evacuation centre at the Hay River 
Community Centre.

"A cot and blanket will be provided with a 
basic food service," said Smith. "So there's no 
cost to the evacuee to stay there."

Like last year, an RV park will be estab-
lished in the back parking lot of the Hay River 
Community Centre. Power will be provided 
and there will be no cost to evacuees.

"And, of course, there's always the option 
for evacuees to find commercial type accom-
modations in hotels or apartments," said 
Smith. "But this year the Town of Hay River 
and the GNWT are not offering co-ordination 

for those facilities, and evacuees would be 
responsible for covering the cost of staying at 
those types of accommodations."

Last year, hotel accommodations were 
covered by government because of the limited 
options due to Covid restrictions.

Along with information packages on 
breakup being distributed by the town on 
Vale Island, residents can call 833-699-0188 
for further information. There will also be a 
public meeting on breakup preparedness at 
the Hay River Community Centre at 7 p.m. 
on April 21.

The NWT's emergency alert system will 
also be used again this year, said Smith, "So 
if there is an evacuation, people will receive 

messaging on their cell phones."
Jay Boast, a spokesperson for the Depart-

ment of Municipal and Community Affairs 
(MACA), said the NWT Emergency Plan con-
tains evacuation guidelines to integrate terri-
torial and community planning and response 
activities.

"This year, preparedness activities require 
special considerations due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and current public health restric-
tions," he wrote in response to submitted ques-
tions from The Hub.

Boast noted that, in the event of an evacua-
tion, every effort must be made to comply 
with measures in the GNWT's Emerging 
Wisely document, which outlines the terri-

tory's phased approach to dealing with Covid-19.
"Currently, the NWT is in Relaxing Phase 2: 

Next Steps, which allows households to have 
a maximum of five additional persons visit at 
any given time – to a maximum of 10 persons 
in the house," he stated. "It is possible for 
evacuees to be safely hosted with friends and 
family while complying with current restric-
tions. Communities may also host evacuees 
in evacuation centres so long as public health 
restrictions are adhered to."

Boast added that MACA is in contact with 
officials in flood-risk communities and has 
provided guidance to assist local governments 
in co-ordinating an evacuation during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

PAuL BIckfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

Changes made from last year's first breakup during Covid-19 

NNSL file photo

In a sight from last year that Vale Island residents hope is not repeated this year, members of the Hay River Fire Depart-
ment – including, left to right, Omar Hajam, Junior Barnes and Desmond Courtoreille – go door-to-door in West Channel 
on May 4 to advise residents of an evacuation order because of the threat of flooding.

Garter snakes emerge in Wood Buffalo
Thebacha/Fort Smith

The snakes are back in Wood Buffalo National Park, which 
is home to what is believed to be the northernmost hibernacu-
lum of red-sided garter snakes in Canada.

In an April 15 news release, the park noted the snakes are 
making their annual appearance, about 25 kilometres south of 
Fort Smith in the Alberta section of the park.

Each spring the snakes slither out from underground karst 
formations in the vicinity of the Salt River day-use area to 
mate and forage for food several kilometres away.

During the early weeks of spring, park visitors are able to 
watch the snakes from the Karstland Trail, which is a loop 
with stairs and boardwalks that provide visitors with a close-
up look.

Fort Smith meeting on flower gardens
Thebacha/Fort Smith

An information meeting on flower gardens is set in Fort 
Smith.

The gathering is being presented by Mary Kaeser Library 
and will be held at the Curling Club lounge, beginning at 7 
p.m. on April 21. Barbara Clark and Debbie McArthur, two 
experienced flower gardeners in Fort Smith, will offer their 
knowledge and answer questions.

Registration is required by calling the Mary Kaeser 
Library.

Fort Smith sets date for tax arrears auction
Thebacha/Fort Smith

The Town of Fort Smith has set a date for a public auction 
of properties that are in arrears of property taxes.

Such auctions are permitted by the territorial Property 
Assessment and Taxation Act.

The town has released a list of 24 properties that may be 
offered for public auction if the arrears are not paid on or 
before 10 a.m. on May 1.

The arrears range from $7,800 to $849,000.

ARouND THE 
SOUTH SLAVe 
Paul Bickford is the reporter for The Hub. Send your ideas 
to: editor@ssimicro.com.



www.hayriverhub.com6 ▼ WedNeSdAy, APRiL 21, 2021

A pilot project has just been 
launched in Hay River to test the 
effectiveness in the community 
of an indoor composter for waste 
food.

The FoodCycler can turn 
waste food into additives for soil, 
meaning less waste going to the 
municipal landfill.

The idea to bring the Food-
Cycler to the community origin-
ated with Sandra Lester, the vice-
chair of the Hay River Seniors' 
Society, who proposed a pilot 
project to the town in August.

"We'll see how this goes," said 
Lester of the pilot project, which 
will see 100 units sold to Hay 
River residents. "We have a lot of 
people in the town of Hay River 
that understand that we need to 
have less organic material in our 
dump."

The seniors' society has been 
joined by the Town of Hay River 
and the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(ENR) in launching the six-
month pilot project.

ENR supplied $10,000 for the 
initiative, while the town pro-
vided $5,000.

The funding support has 
lowered the cost of each Food-
Cycler unit to $187.

Lester began selling them on 
April 10. And as of April 16, 
about two-thirds of them had 

been purchased, and distributed 
at Super A grocery store, which 
has helped out by storing the 
units.

Participants in the pilot pro-
ject must keep track of how they 
use their FoodCyclers.

"There is a certain amount 
of record-keeping, very minimal, 
but nonetheless very important 
that they keep a certain amount 
of records for six months," said 
Lester.

She noted that, so far, there 
has been nothing but positive 
feedback.

Glenn Smith, the town's senior 
administrative officer, announced 
the pilot project at the April 12 
online meeting of town council.

Smith said that 100 units in 
Hay River for one year would 
mean the diversion of about 30 
tonnes to food waste from the 
landfill.

"We're very happy to have that 
project going and really thank 
especially the seniors' society for 
supporting that," he said.

The seniors' society will be 
leading the pilot project, selling 
the units, and gathering data on 
how much organic material is 
diverted from the landfill.

Lester heard about the Food-
Cycler from her daughter Gin-
ger Lester, who is the executive 
assistant and communications 
co-ordinator for the City of Nel-
son, B.C., which has already run 
a successful pilot project.

Seniors' society, town and GNWT partner to test effectiveness of recycling machine

What is a FoodCycler, you ask?

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

The Hay River Seniors' Society, the Town of Hay River and the GNWT have partnered on a pilot pro-
ject to introduce the community to the FoodCycler, a machine which turns waste food into additives 
for soil. Pictured with FoodCyclers at Super A on April 17 are Peter Magill, left, the town's tourism and 
economic development co-ordinator; Sandra Lester, vice-chair of the Hay River Seniors' Society; and 
Glenn Smith, the town's senior administrative officer.

PAuL BIckfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com
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Gardeners look forward

With the weather starting to warm up, 
thoughts are turning to the planting season, spe-
cifically in the Hay River Community Garden.

It held its annual general meeting on April 
14 and about a dozen people participated, both 
in person at the Royal Canadian Legion and 
online.

"We really want to include more people in 
gardening and really make it more of a fun 
space to be," said Megan Russell, the president 
of Hay River Community Garden.

Russell reported on activities in 2020 and 
looked forward to this year.

"Things last year were a little bit different 
because of the Covid curveball," she said. "So 

some of our gardening operations had to change 
a little bit."

Because of Covid-19, the community garden 
was limited on group activities.

"For work bees, we were supposed to have 
less than 10 members at the beginning and then 
it got increased to 25," said Russell.

In years past, friends would often share a 
plot, she noted. "Whereas with Covid, it was 
only strictly allowed to immediate families per 
plot."

Those rules will remain this year.
Despite Covid, Russell said 2020 was a 

"pretty successful" year for the community 
garden with 29 individuals signing up for mem-
bership.

Of 55 outdoor garden plots, 39 were pur-
chased. Of the 60 greenhouse garden plots, 52 

were purchased.
"So we did have a good uptake," said Russell.
There were also improvements and repairs 

last year, including completion of building a 
large-scale composter, repairs to the existing 
greenhouse and development of signage.

"We have the garden sign," said Russell. "So 
we're just trying to really put our community 
garden logo out there to put our name out there 
so that people are aware that we exist here in 
town."

As for goals this year, she said quite a few 
of the outdoor garden plot boxes need to be 
repaired or replaced, and it is hoped that there 
will be fundraising for maintenance of the gar-
den, additional shed and greenhouse improve-
ments, and more equipment.

As for the weather, Russell said, "Hopefully 

the summer is nice, nicer than last summer. I'm 
hoping it's hot and sunny."

Tom Makepeace, a member of the commun-
ity garden, asked how the temperature could be 
lowered in the greenhouse.

"It's tremendously hot in there," he said.
Russell noted that four levered windows 

were purchased for the greenhouse and will 
be installed this spring, and that will hopefully 
reduce the temperature.

The main item of business at the annual 
general meeting was selecting this year's board 
of directors and executive.

Along with Russell, the leadership consists 
of Kristen Weingartner, vice-president; Jaro-
slava Flood, treasurer; Jennifer Clayton-Saffrey, 
secretary; and directors Judith Steele, Sarah 
Slade, Nancy Neave and Pat Burnstad.

Community garden aims to attract more growers

Megan Russell, 
the president 
of Hay River 
C o m m u n i t y 
Gardens, dis-
plays a chart 
of the available 
plots, both out-
doors and in a 
greenhouse.
Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

PAuL BIckfoRD
editor@ssimicro.com

It's all over
The ice crossing from 
Hay River to the Hay 
River Reserve has begun 
its annual change into 
an ice/water crossing. 
K'atlodeeche First Nation 
closed the crossing for the 
season April 19.

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo
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As of April 19, a whole bunch of sports 
options are being offered at the Hay River 
Community Centre, both in the arena and 
curling rink.

The town's recreation department is pre-
senting a Multi-Sport Drop-In to offer differ-
ent sports opportunities now that the ice has 
been removed from the facilities.

Stephane Millette, the recreation direc-
tor with the Town of Hay River, said it is 
designed to offer people indoor activities 
before they start their summer activities, and 
he thinks it will be well used.

"The goal is to keep people using the 
facility, keep people active during this period 
when it's wet and often muddy outside," he 
said. "Give people a good place to go. This is 
a one-stop recreation centre for families and 
friends, basically."

There will be a wide variety of sports 
every day of the week at Aurora Ford Arena 
– basketball, soccer, volleyball, ball hockey, 
lacrosse, table tennis and more.

In the curling rink, there will be pickleball 
and badminton.

Millette said a schedule of activities will 
be posted on the town website and its recrea-
tion department's Facebook page.

The Multi-Sport Drop-In was offered for 
the first time in 2019, but not last year 
because of Covid-19. The Hay River Com-

munity Centre was closed in March of last 
year and the building only started reopening 
in September.

Millette said the surfaces are a true Multi-
Sport Drop-In arrangement during the day.

"Youth and families, they can drop in and 
use any of the equipment that will be out 
there," he said.

On some evenings, there will be schedul-
ing for specific sports on most of a surface, 
Millette noted. "So that's where we'll have 
an evening where there'll be ball hockey all 
evening, because that's a sport where you 
need more of the space."

There will also be specific times for 
soccer when more of the arena surface is 
required. The ice was removed from the arena 
and curling rink on April 6.

Millette said not much preparation of 
the surfaces was needed for the Multi-Sport 
Drop-In, aside from getting the equipment 
in place and putting down some lines for the 
pickleball and badminton courts.

"So I figure it's about a week's worth of 
getting the equipment ready there," he said.

Millette noted that, if the Multi-Sport 
Drop-In attracts participants, it will continue 
all summer.

"Once it's all set up, it doesn't require 
much," he said. "It's not like you need to get 
the Zamboni out there. Once it's set up, it's 
easy to continue. I expect it to be busiest dur-
ing April, May and the beginning of June. But 
the equipment will be out there all summer."

Multi-Sport Drop-In to present wide variety of recreational options at arena

No ice, no problem

Paul Bickford/NNSL photo

Stephane Millette, the director of recreation with the Town of Hay River, shows just 
some of the sports equipment available at Aurora Ford Arena and the curling rink for 
the Multi-Sport Drop-In, which began on April 19.
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Town awards contract for 
more water and sewer work

The awarding of a significant contract has 
prompted members of Hay River Town Coun-
cil to generally wonder how it knows when it 
is getting value for its money.

Those questions include how the town esti-
mates project costs in advance of tendering, 
how the town knows a bid is competitive if 
only one is received and how negotiations 
bring an over-budget bid back to an acceptable 
number.

The discussion preceded the April 12 award-
ing of an $8.8-million contract to 851791 NWT 
Ltd. (Rowe's Construction) for a two-year pro-
ject to upgrade water and sewer infrastructure 
and the road surface on Riverview Drive and 
Beaver Crescent.

The company had submitted a bid of $9.6 
million, which was the only one received by 
the town.

Negotiations between the town and com-
pany brought the figure down to within the 
approved budget.

"My only concerns are what corners are we 
cutting, if any, to get to an adequate price to go 
forward with the project?" said Deputy Mayor 
Robert Bouchard. "As far as development 
wise, what are we moving so that we meet the 
budgeted amount?"

Mike Auge, the town's director of public 
works, listed a number of changes.

One was the elimination of a provisional 
item calling for an extra stretch of waterline 
replacement.

That could be included in the next section 
of Riverview Drive which may be planned for 
a few years down the road, said Auge. 

"It was put in as provisional. If our bids had 
come in lower, then we would have included 
this, but it was something that we were look-
ing to take out as the first item," he continued.

Auge also noted that the town will assume 
responsibility for road maintenance in the win-
ter season between the two years of the project 
– 2021 and 2022.

"That reduced the contract amount a lot 
there," he said. "So it will be more (operations 
and maintenance) on our side of things, but not 
necessarily more than we would typically do in 

the wintertime anyways. Once the road's com-
plete, it will be ours to maintain at that point."

Auge also mentioned some other changes, 
including adjustments to the thickness of the 
subbase which he said won't affect the quality 
of the project.

Coun. Brian Willows, the chair of council's 
finance committee, asked about the accuracy 
of capital budgeting and if there is a problem 
with cost projections.

Willows also asked how a market can really 
be tested when there is only one bid.

"I have no clear picture of whether our cost 

projections are invalid or if we're just not get-
ting competitive bids, because there's only one 
bidder," he said.

Willows also wondered about the effects of 
the changes to get the project within budget.

Glenn Smith, the town's senior administra-
tive officer, explained the budgeting and cost 
estimating process is done both by the town 
and its engineering partner.

"We've adjusted quantities primarily to get 
to where we need to be," he said, noting pro-
visional items were removed from the project 
and the town took on some maintenance work.

In terms of testing the market, Smith said 
the tender was advertised and eight or nine 
firms picked up information packages.

"But only the one proponent decided to 
submit," he said.

Council's decision to award the contract 
was made after an in-camera session, which 
Smith suggested to protect confidential com-
mercial information.

Rowe's Construction is also halfway 
through a two-year project to upgrade water 
and sewer infrastructure and the road surface 
of Caribou Crescent.

PAuL BIckfoRD
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Only one bid received in response to call for tenders

NNSL file photo

Upgrades began last year to the water and sewer infrastructure on Caribou Crescent. This year, similar work will begin 
on Riverview Drive and Beaver Crescent under a new contract recently awarded by the Town of Hay River.

Work began last week to replace a communications tower 
atop the Hay River Fire Hall.

The tower tumbled on Oct. 14, apparently because of high 
winds that day.

Fire Chief Ross Potter told the April 12 online meeting of 
town council that a replacement tower had arrived that day.

"They're going to be starting work on assembling the tower 
tomorrow (April 13)," he said.

Speaking on April 15, Glenn Smith, the town's senior 
administrative officer, said the work was still ongoing.

"The tower company is in town actually installing it right 
now," said Smith, adding he expected the work to be finished 
over the weekend or early this week.

The work was being done by WesTower Communications 
of Vancouver.

A new tower will improve communications heading into 
spring breakup.

'In decent shape'
"We're in decent shape without it, but it does add a level 

of increased coverage and reliability and quality of our radio 
communications," said Smith.

The replacement of the tower is covered by the town's 
insurance.

Smith said the cost is just under $100,000.
Radio communications had continued to be provided by 

the emergency services radio antenna which was on the fallen 
tower, after it was secured to the side of the building as a safety 
precaution.

In November, a temporary fix was made for the antenna.
At that time, Potter said a tripod base was installed on top 

of the fire hall and the antenna was placed on a pipe extending 
skyward about 20 feet above the roof of the building.

"So our radios are working properly again," he said, 
although he noted the range was not as good as before the 
tower fell with radio communication only available to about 
Enterprise.

Emergency vehicles and ambulances have backup com-
munication with satellite phones.

The new tower will be 65 feet high, the same as the one 
that fell.

However, it will not be an aluminum tower, like the one 
that failed. The former tower was rated for 80 kilometres per 
hour (kph) winds, and it fell in winds that gusted up to 68 kph.

The new tower will be steel.

New communications tower
being erected atop fire hall
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Former tower fell during high winds in October



www.hayriverhub.com10 ▼ WedNeSdAy, APRiL 21, 2021



WedNeSdAy, APRiL 21, 2021 ▼ 11www.hayriverhub.com



www.hayriverhub.com12 ▼ WedNeSdAy, APRiL 21, 2021


