
Tuk mayor mad bars open 
but town feast not allowed
Town leader says Covid-19 is serious, but public health rules make no sense
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Return of 
the light

Gracie Adams poses with her skier snowperson she sculpted for the Inuvik Sunrise 
Festival’s snow sculpting contest — with Covid-19 outbreaks ongoing, the town 
opted for a subdued festival this year after initially delaying the annual celebration 
by two weeks. Photo courtesy of Andrea Adams
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“Walk to Tuk” rebrands after name deemed 
offensive to residential school survivors
Will be known as NWTRPA Walking Challenge until new name can be chosen

CONTENT WARNING: RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 
You may not have heard much from the organizers, but the 

NWT’s annual fitness kick this year is happening — albeit with 
a lower profile and seeking a new name.

Formerly known as “Walk to Tuk,” the annual contest where 
participants clock their time exercising for a month to simulate 
travelling the distance from Fort Providence to Tuktoyaktuk will 
simply be called the NWTRPA Walking Challenge until a new 
name can be determined.

NWT Recreation and Parks association President Derek Squir-
rel explained the decision came during a meeting Dec. 20 after 
organizers were informed in January of 2021 the old name was 
offensive to residential school survivors, particularly because 
two of three children died walking to Tuktoyaktuk trying to 
escape an institution.

“These three boys, Bernard Andreason, Lawrence Jack Elanik, 
and Dennis Dick, escaped from Inuvık’s Stringer Hall residential 
school in 1972 before embarking on a two-week trek on foot 
through the bush towards Tuktuuyaqtuuq (Tuktoyaktuk,)” wrote 
Squirrel. “Two of the boys, Lawrence and Dennis, died on the 
way, while Bernard was rescued.

“Over eleven years, the Walking Challenge has grown and 
evolved into the Northwest Territories’ largest and longest physical 
activity event. Over the years, the event has sought to support 
family, language, and connection to the land - the very things 
that residential schools sought to destroy.”

A new name will be decided on in 2022 after consulting with 
stakeholders, participants, Indigenous groups and members of 
the NWTRPA.

This isn’t the first time the event has rebranded in its 11 year 
history. Right out of the gate, the NWTRA Walking Challenge 
was initially called the Mackenzie River Nordic Walking Chal-
lenge, but was changed to the old name after feedback from 
participants that year.

Since beginning in 2010, the walking challenge has grown into 
the NWT’s largest single walking event. In 2021 over 5,579 peo-

NWTRPA Walking Challenge’s weekly photo winner, “No Scrubs” by Claire Moffatt of Inuvik. The annual fitness kickoff has changed its name after it 
was learned the previous name was offensive to residential school survivors. Photo courtesy of NWT Recreation and Parks Association

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

ple from 31 out of 33 NWT communities took part in the event, 
collectively walking 752,215 kilometres, which was nearly 30,000 
km more than the year previous. It drew 495 teams, which was 
an increase of 40 to 50 teams from 2020.

In previous years T-Shirts were given to all participants and 
prizes were given out to the teams with the most mileage. These 
will be included in 2022 as well, though organizers note with 
the change in branding there may be delays in program delivery 
this year.

“The NWTRPA staff will make every effort to make these 
changes as soon as possible. However, many will affect all the 
program’s communications and, therefore, will take some time 
to put in place,” said Squirrel. “The NWT Recreation and Parks 

Association (NWTRPA) would like to apologize for any harm 
caused by the NWTRPA’s walking challenge’s former name.

“The aim of the review is to seek advice from decolonization 
and reconciliation experts and community members, on how 
to adapt our programs to follow the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada’s 94 Call to Action, the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls and Two-Spirited Calls 
for Justice, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous People, as well as work towards delivering more 
decolonial programs.”

Anyone interested in participating in the NWTRPA Walking 
Challenge can visit the website at https://user.walktotuk.com/
account/signup to register.
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News 
Briefs

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to ac-
knowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Inuvik Drum, call 873-4031 and 
ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

fact FILE

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT
Covid-19 statistics

NWT COVID-19 SITUATION AS OF JANUARY 26

Active cases: 925
Confirmed cases: 5,120
Recovered cases: 4,180
Completed tests: 39,576
Deaths: 15

News cases in last 7 days: 773
Days since last confirmed case: 1
Vaccines
First doses: 40,565
Second doses: 37,421
Third doses: 17,883

Town facilities close for 
pandemic safety

All facilities in the town of Inuvik closed 
to the public at 5 p.m., Jan. 19 in response 
to the ongoing Covid-19 outbreak in the 
region.

Town officials are now working remote-
ly until further notice. A drop box has been 
set up at the town office for bill payments 
and receipts will be mailed out, the Town 
says. Payments can also be made through 
e-banking services or by credit card by 
phoning 867-777-8600.

Library closed
Inuvik Centennial Library has also 

closed to the public until further notice.
Books, DVDs, children’s activities and 

printing services are still accessible by 
phone or email in advance and can be 
picked up at the front door. To arrange to 
pick up items, email lfrontdesk@inuvik.
ca or phone (867)-777-8620.

The library closed at the same time as 
the rest of the Town’s facilities.

Inuvik Vet Clinic closes 
temporarily

Another service will be inaccessible for 
the foreseeable future. Inuvik Vet Clinic 
announced on their facebook page that due 
to an injury, the service will be unavailable 
for the time being.

Anyone in need of special diet pet food, 
medication refills, or having medical is-
sues or emergencies will have to contact 
Dr. John Overell by email at jover41@
hotmail.com or by phone at (867) 993-
5205 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Sunday. Calls outside said hours 
are subject to emergency fee.

Because of the current outbreak, there 
are no current plans to host a spay or neu-
ter clinic in Inuvik for the foreseeable 
future.

INNOVATE commercial-only 
during outbreak

The INNOVATE Centre, formerly 
known as the ACTMC, has temporari-
ly paused hobbyist memberships and is 
only open by appointment to commercial 
clients during the Covid-19 outbreak that 
has hit the region.

Two clients will be accommodated at 
a time. Appointments can be made by 
emailing innovate@nwtresearch.com or 
by phoning (867) 678-0866.

Hobby memberships will resume when 
the outbreak danger has passed without 
any time lost.

The town office has closed during the Covid-19 
outbreak and staff are working remotely. A 
drop box has been set up at the office for bill 
drop offs, or payments can be made remotely. 
Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

Subdued Sunrise Festival 
lights up Inuvik’s weekend
Festival had been delayed by two weeks due to Covid-19

Even with Covid-19 in the air, spirits 
were still strong as the Town of Invuik 
forged ahead with its annual Sunrise 
Festival, albeit with a highly subdued 
schedule.

Planners had already set out a mod-
est schedule in the first place, with no 
major feasts or performances, instead 
opting for a limited Arctic Market and 
taste of Inuvik, a few movies and public 
skates, a mitten making workshop and a 
snowmobile parade on top of fireworks, 
snowperson making contests and the lan-
tern light up, but ultimately settled on just 
the last three events after the festival was 
delayed by two weeks.

“We decided we’ve delayed long 
enough,” said Mayor Clarence Wood. 
“To be quite honest, I don’t know how 
the situation is going to change in the next 
month or so, so it’s either now or never. 
But we did scale it back somewhat, we 
got rid of the activities or events to limit 
public exposure. We kept a few things, 
obviously the big thing was the fireworks.

“This Covid-19 situation has slowed 
everything down.”

Even the traditional bonfire was 
scrapped for the second year in a row. 
Instead, residents gathered in their vehi-
cles along the Mackenzie River to watch 
the fireworks as the weather finally co-
operated with organizers.

Residents were invited to make their 
own snowperson and lantern display for 
a community-wide contest. All through 
Sunday afternoon, town staff made their 
way through town checking out people’s 
porch and yard displays.

With assistance from the Inuvialuit 
Communications Society’s team of pho-
tographers, the town was busy sampling 
displays until well into the evening. The 
team finally wrapped up at about 10:30 
p.m. Sunday night.

“Our gear is frozen but our hearts are 
warm,” wrote economic and tourism 
director Jackie Challis. “We saw some 
incredible lanterns and more importantly 
we were able to see families, neighbours, 
children, & children at heart come to 
together to help celebrate the light and 
the return of the sun.”

There is still an opportunity to enter 
the contests for anyone who wasn’t able 
to participate over the weekend. Resi-
dents are invited to either take a selfie 
of themselves with their lantern display 

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

or snowperson and sent it to the 
town at tourism@inuvik.ca or 
text it to 867 678-5398 or on 
Facebook Messenger to Inuvik 
Sunrise Festival FB Page.

Photos will be published on 
the Inuvik Sunrise Festival FB 
page later in the month.

Wood said he was impressed 
with how the town has handled 
the current outbreak, which has 
hung over the town since the 
start of the year.

“I think the town’s been 
doing a good job on it,” he said. 
“We’ve tried to do as much as 
possible for people to give them 
something to do. Unfortunately 
the restraints from the Covid-19 

secretariat have been tight, so 
it’s been difficult to do anything 
normal.”

Wood said it was too early to 
tell if the town’s spring festival, 
the Muskrat Jamboree, will be-
fall a similar reduction in scope.

But he said organizers were 
monitoring the situation.

“We’re taking each one as they 
come,” he said. “I don’t know 
what the situation is going to be 
be even next month. We could 
be out of all these lock-downs 
and everybody could be doing 
their normal thing. On the other 
hand, we could be even tighter 
than we are now.

“We don’t know.”

We asked you!
with Eric Bowling

 editorial@nnsl.com

We asked: “Do you feel the GNWT’s current public health orders 
are sufficient, go too far, or not far enough?”

Bill S Ruben
“I don’t think they are suf-
ficient enough, with the 
virus spreading maybe they 
should consider more strin-
gent orders. People should 
stay home and follow all 
protocols if they have symp-
toms.”

Calvin Pokiak 
“No matter how much the 
GNWT public health put 
out advisories, nothing is 
enough until we all decide 
to follow the rules.”

Joanne Green
”I seriously see from afar 
that it’s basically all talk, no 
action.”

Wanda E. McDonald
”Yes, I feel the GNWT’s current 
public health orders are sufficient.
The public needs to be following the 
orders and public safety measures - 
vaccination, booster, hand washing, 
disinfectant, mask and limiting their 
group size. It public knowledge the 
Omicron virus is highly contagious 
and therefore extra precautions need 
to be taken by the public.”

Taylor Pokiak
“Proof of vaccination is the 
best tool.”

Ophelia Dagar dangles the sun over a fish sculpture coming to the surface for the spring. The sculpture was 
made by the whole Dagar family. Photo courtesy of Leigha Dmitroff
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Covid-19 cases slowing down but not stopping
Cases remain in Inuvik, Tsiigehtchic, 
Tuktoyaktuk, Aklavik, Fort 
McPherson and Sachs Harbour

Official numbers on the Covid-19 dashboard 
show a total of 161 cases in the Beaufort Delta 
as of Jan. 24, with 91 in Inuvik, 43 in Aklavik, 
14 in Fort McPherson, four in Sachs Harbour, 
eight in Tuktoyaktuk and one in Tsiigehtchic. 
The next official community update will be 
Wednesday, Jan. 26

Unofficial numbers good to Jan. 24 obtained 
by Inuvik Drum indicate there eight additional 
cases in Tuktoyaktuk, three in Fort McPherson, 
three in Aklavik and 11 in Inuvik. In total, there 
is one active case in Tsiigehtchic, four in Sachs 
Harbour, 14 in Tuktoyaktuk, 24 in Fort McPher-
son, 41 in Aklavik and 69 in Inuvik.

These are unofficial numbers used internally 
by public health and have not been validated by 
the Chief Public Health Officer.

Numbers between the two sets can differ for a 
few reasons. First, the unofficial numbers are a 
day newer than the official ones. Also, presumed 
cases are counted until proven otherwise, so if 
someone is thought to have Covid-19 and turns 
out to have a flu, for example, the numbers will 
drop. The unofficial numbers also only account 
for people who have gone to a health centre to 
be tested — it does not include people who test 
at home and report to public health.

Inuvik Regional Hospital’s Emergency Room, 
Billy Moore Home and the Trapper Pub have 
all been exposed to Covid-19.

Anyone who was at the Inuvik Regional Hos-
pital’s Emergency Room on Jan. 14 to 19 from 6 
p.m. to midnight should self-monitor for symp-
toms, regardless of vaccination status.

Likewise for anyone who was at Billy Moore 

Home on Jan. 14, 15 and 16 from 4 p.m. to 
midnight, or anyone who was at the Trapper 
Pub on Jan. 14 or 15 from 11:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Air North Flight 335 from Whitehorse to Inu-
vik was exposed to Covid-19 during its Jan. 16 
flight which departed at 10 a.m. Anyone vacci-
nated on the flight is asked to isolate in place, 
to not travel and to get tested on day eight or 
if symptoms occur. Anyone fully vaccinated is 
asked to self-monitor for 10 days from the day 
of exposure and get tested on the fourth day or 
if symptoms occur.

Both United Taxi and Delta Cabs have also 
been listed as having Covid-19 exposures.

Anyone who made use of Delta Cabs on Jan. 
14 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. or on Jan. 15 from 
1 p.m. to 9 p.m. should self monitor for symp-
toms, regardless of vaccination status and arrange 
testing if symptoms develop.

Likewise for anyone who made use of United 
Taxi Ltd. from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Jan. 15, 16 
and 17.

A workplace outbreak has been declared at 
IDC Construction as of Jan. 18. Anyone affected 
should self monitor for symptoms. If symptoms 
develop, they should isolate immediately and 
arrange testing. All non-fully vaccinated persons 
should arrange testing on day four regardless 
of symptoms.

The exposure notice also states “There is little 
risk to the public from this workplace outbreak.”

As of Jan. 19, there is a total of 134 active 
Covid-19 cases in the Beaufort Delta.

Several exposure notices have been posted 
over the last week.

Inuvik Warming Centre has been listed as a 
Covid-19 exposure site. Anyone who was at the 
Shelter on Reliance St. from 6 p.m. to midnight 

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

Officially, there are now 161 active cases of Covid-19 in the Beaufort Delta, with 91 in Inuvik, 43 in Aklavik, 14 
in Fort McPherson, one in Tsiigehthic, four in Sachs Harbour and eight in Tuktoyaktuk. NNSL file photo

on Jan. 11 to 13 should self monitor for symp-
toms, regardless of vaccination status.

In addition, Inuvik Curling Centre’s Jan. 15 
Mega Bingo event has been listed as an exposure 
site — anyone who was at the centre anytime 
between 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. should also self mon-
itor for symptoms.

These are in addition to Public exposure no-
tices for Stanton’s Grocery Store in both Tuk-
toyaktuk and Aklavik — anyone who was in the 
Tuktoyaktuk location on Jan. 4 from 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and Jan. 5 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
should self monitor for symptoms. If symptoms 
develop, they should isolate immediately and 
arrange testing. All non-fully vaccinated persons 
should arrange testing on day four regardless 
of symptoms.

Anyone who was at the Aklavik location on 
Jan. 8 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. or 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
should self monitor for symptoms. If symptoms 
develop, they should isolate immediately and 
arrange testing. All non-fully vaccinated persons 
should arrange testing on day four regardless 
of symptoms.

Anyone who was at the Aklavik Stanton’s on 

Jan. 10 to 13 from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., or on 
Jan. 14 from 10 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. is asked to 
self-monitor for symptoms, regardless of vaccine 
status. If symptoms develop, they are asked to 
isolate immediately and seek testing. Anyone 
who is not fully vaccinated should get tested 
on the fourth day of their limited contact period 
whether experiencing symptoms or not.

The Office of the Chief Public Health Officer 
announced today it will no longer publish ex-
posures on Air Canada and Westjet flights into 
Yellowknife. Anyone flying into Yellowknife 
will now be expected to follow the “Know what 
to do for 72” guidelines published on the GN-
WT’s website.

An update from the OCPHO notes that num-
bers in Inuvik are expected to rise as the current 
outbreak has not yet peaked.

Non-essential travel both within and outside 
the NWT is not recommended at this time, em-
ployers are asked to allow staff to work from 
home if possible and schools are recommended 
to remain on remote learning.

East Three School and Moose Kerr School have 
announced it will switch back to remote learning.

NWT excluded from $40-billion child 
welfare deal, Dene Nation says
Negotiations are ongoing, according to Indigenous Services Canada

Indigenous communities in the Northwest 
Territories are not included in a $40-billion In-
digenous child welfare settlement that the federal 
government announced Jan. 4, according to the 
Dene Nation.

The Assembly of First Nations recently held 
an emergency conference on the matter, Dene 
National Chief Gerald Antoine said in a Jan. 6 
news release.

“Dene National Chief Antoine will continue to 
engage on this issue as he consults with Elders 
and advisers on the path forward,” the Dene 
Nation stated.

A spokesperson for Indigenous Services Can-
ada did not explicitly deny Antoine’s claim, 
however, the individual noted that negotiations 
had just started.

“The Agreements-in-Principle announced 
on January 4, 2022, provide a basis for final 
settlement agreements to be negotiated over 
the coming months,” said Megan MacLean of 
Indigenous Services Canada. “Once the final 
settlement agreements are reached and the nec-
essary CHRT and Federal Court orders are made, 
children and families harmed by discriminatory 
underfunding will be compensated and measures 
will be implemented to better meet the needs of 
children, youth and families and to prevent this 
type of discrimination from recurring.

“Canada and the Parties will negotiate final 
settlement agreements on compensation and 
long-term reform of the First Nations child and 
family services program. The final agreement 
on compensation will spell out the roles and 
responsibilities of the parties and others in the 
distribution of compensation to First Nations 
children and families.

“The final agreement on long-term reform 
of the First Nations Child and Family Services 
program will outline how Canada will put in 
place new funding to improve services for chil-
dren and families.

“Details outlining the way forward will be 
made available once final settlement agreements 
are reached.”

The two draft settlements have been agreed to 
in principle, but still need to be ratified. Under 
the agreement, which amounts to the largest 
class-action settlement in Canadian history, the 
federal government will spend $20 billion to 
compensate children forced into foster care since 
1991, when the federal First Nations Child and 
Family Services (FNCFS) program went into 
effect. Another $20 billion will be spent reform-
ing the program over five years. The deal ends 
15 years of legal disputes and will impact more 
than 200,000 children across Canada.

The matter started with a formal complaint 
filed with the Canadian Human Rights Tribu-
nal in 2007. A subsequent lawsuit claimed the 
Department of Indian Affairs was racist in how 
it funded child welfare services on Indigenous 
reserves. It also argued the federal government 
failed to implement Jordan’s Principle — putting 
greater priority on care for children rather than 
which jurisdiction pays for it. Instead, preven-
tion services were limited to a fixed amount 
of funding, while child apprehension agencies 
were fully reimbursed for their expenses seizing 
children from reserves and sending them to 
foster homes.

Compensation for people affected by the pro-
gram begins at $40,000 per person and will not 
be capped.

It is estimated there are more than 40,000 
Indigenous children in the Canadian foster care 
system.

Dene National Chief Gerald Antoine will consult with Elders and advisers in formulating a strategy to have the 
NWT included in a $40-billion federal government settlement over discrimination against Indigenous people in 
the child welfare system, according to the Dene Nation. Photo courtesy of Dene Nation

Minister of Indigenous Services Patty Hajdu responds to a question at a news conference, Tuesday, October 26, 
2021 in Ottawa. Dene National Chief Gerald Antoine says a $40 billion deal to compensate children forced into 
the foster care system doesn’t include Indigenous people in the NWT. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Adrian Wyld

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services



Organizers at NWT Recreation 
and Parks Association made 
the right move in changing the 
name of the annual territorial 
fitness event.
While there have been some 

cries of “cancel culture” on so-
cial media platforms about the 
change, considering the name 
Walk to Tuk was just over a 
decade old, it’s not as if some 
beloved tradition is being tram-
pled on by overly-sensitive snow-
flakes. Previously known as the 
Mackenzie River Nordic Walking 
Challenge—which admittedly 
sounds about as exciting as 
watching paint dry—the Walk-to-
Tuk moniker turned out to be a 
trigger for people aware of three 
boys who actually did try to trav-
el to Tuktoyaktuk on foot to es-
cape conditions at Stringer Hall 
in Inuvik. None of them made it 
and only one made it to 
their destination.
It’s perfectly reasonable 

to assume organizers of 
the NWT Walking Chal-
lenge were completely 
unaware of this. Orga-
nizers say they were first 
made aware of the con-
nection during 2021’s 
event and it was the 
first thing on the agenda 
when they met up in De-
cember.
Since then, the normal-

ly high-profile event has taken a 
very laid back approach to get-
ting the word out, which is un-
fortunate because recreational 
walking and exercise is probably 
one of the best things we could 
be doing during the Covid-19 
outbreak to both maintain our 
mental health and safe social 
distancing. However, it’s good of 
the organizers to try and be re-
spectful and reflective this year.
As president Derek Squirrel 

wrote, the entire exercise is in-
tended to be a effort of decolo-
nization, helping empower indi-

viduals to take control 
of their own health and 
bodies after decades of 
oppression.
Now, having done the 

right thing, the next 
step is figuring out a 
new catchy name, as 
NWT Walking Challenge 
doesn’t exactly roll off 
the tongue very well. 
Perhaps a slight mod-
ification of the name - 
Walk to the Coast, Walk 

to the North Pole, Walk to better 
health, Walk to Spring—there 
are many possibilities that could 
fit in effectively.
Perhaps the best way to devel-

op a new name—and help keep 
interest in the territory-wide new 
years resolution—would be to 
make it a public poll. A contest 
to pick the new name could be a 
unifying and encouraging activity 
for northerners to unite around, 
and would fit with the grass-

roots-intent of the activity.
Similarly, a logo design contest 

for the new branding could bring 
out a number of talented artists 
currently living and operating in 
the North and help them publi-
cize their work.
But that will come with time. 

In the interim, it’s probably best 
to just remember that the NWT 
Walking Challenge is still un-
derway at a website under the 
old name, and individuals and 
teams can still sign up to clock 
their mileage. As mentioned 
earlier, with ongoing lockdowns 
and group activities limited as 
the Covid-19 outbreak continues, 
exercise is an excellent tool for 
maintaining our mental health, 
and now that the sun is out for a 
reasonable amount of time get-
ting a walk in to enjoy the scen-
ery around the area is far more 
manageable. On top of this, the 
Inuvik Ski Club is opening soon, 
providing another avenue for 
safe athleticism.
I’m already 70 kilometres to 

the coast. Catch me if you can.
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Youth of the week

LeLAnd VAn Loon

Our Youth of the Week is leland van loon, age 9, 

seen here with a slew of martins he helped trap with 

his father near Pierre’s Creek. leland loves camping 

and is usually out in the woods engaged in some 

sort of outdoor activity around Tsiigehtchic. His 

favourite subject in school is math.

Rebranding ‘Walk to Tuk’ the 
right move
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Tuktoyaktuk Mayor 
sounds off on GNWT 
Covid-19 response
Questions why bars can be open while 
community feasts are forbidden

Tuktoyaktuk Mayor Erwin Elias is starting to lose his patience 
with the GNWT.

With the hamlet now contending with its second Covid-19 
outbreak in less than four months, Elias said the Office of the 
Chief Public Health Officer needs to have better communication 
with communities in-between outbreaks.

“I think timing is the new thing we’re going to have to go by,” 
he said. “When there’s no Covid-19 in the Beaufort Delta, then 
we have to be given an opportunity to gather. GNWT is going to 
have to work with the smaller communities to figure out ways on 
how to get the communities back to their gatherings. The mental 
health and social impact this has caused is tremendous.

“I think we’re really lucky the people are hanging in there. But 
there’s a storm brewing in mental health—how long are you going 
to keep people in their houses and not let them do anything?”

Having now isolated with his household who experienced a 
bout of the virus, Elias said he’s now less concerned about its 
deadliness than earlier variants.

Instead, he’s more concerned with the mental-health ramifica-
tions of not being able to have community gatherings, noting the 
OCPHO denied a request to have a holiday dance party while 
the community was Covid-19 free midway through December.

He added now that the community has dealt with Covid-19 
outbreaks a few times, people have a better idea what they’re 
up against.

“It seems to be serious, but there’s been a lot of Covid-19 cases 
in our region and nobody’s gotten sick,” he said. “I had two of my 
family members with Covid-19 in the house and it was normal.

“I don’t want to downplay it because I know for people with 
health conditions it’s a different story, but why are we getting 
vaccinated? I thought we were getting vaccinated so we could gath-

er? I thought that was an incentive for people to get vaccinated.”
Noting hamlet staff are working not stop to keep Covid-19 from 

spreading any further in the hamlet, Elias questioned why the 
GNWT couldn’t employ anyone to maintain updates to community 
and regional numbers over the weekend.

He also wondered why the GNWT couldn’t pay nurses to 
provide tests over the weekends in Tuktoyaktuk.

“On Friday of last week, I wanted to get tested,” he said. “If I 
didn’t get tested on a Friday, for some reason these guys are off 
until Monday. There’s another three days for me if I’m positive 
on Monday. So, I checked on Friday, I was told I was going to 
get called back on Saturday — nothing, nothing, nothing.

“On Monday I was tested, along with my boys and we were 
all negative. Thank goodness, because we’d have to start over.

“Covid-19 doesn’t take weekends off.”
One area irritating Elias is what has been allowed to be opened 

and what hasn’t.
In particular, he wondered aloud why the GNWT is allows 

bars and restaurants to stay open, but would not permit a com-
munity feast.

“The thing I’m pissed off about is we’ve got the pubs and the bars 
and everything like that open,” he said. “People are socializing, 
drinking, partying — but we can’t have a feast or a games night?

“It really makes me frustrated.”
Elias also questions why the GNWT is waiting until people 

arrive in the NWT to test them for Covid-19.
He suggested if people were tested before they got on a plane, 

it would save the GNWT a lot of work in contact tracing, inves-
tigating and posting notifications.

“You’ve got people sitting in the airport for one to two hours 
at least, which gives them plenty of time to be doing testing,” he 
said. “I don’t think testing at the airport would be 100 per cent, 
but I guarantee you’ll alleviate a lot of problems by catching it 
at the airport.”

Tuktoyaktuk Mayor Erwin Elias is worried about the long-term men-
tal-health ramifications of Covid-19 lockdowns after a community feast 
was denied by the OCPHO even though the community had no active 
cases at the time. Photo courtesy of Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk
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Duane Smith acclaimed Chairperson and 
CEO of the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation
Will serve second term since 
2016 election

Duane Smith will remain the CEO 
and Chairman of the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation after the sole opponent, 
Patrick Gruben, withdrew his candidacy.

Smith will serve a four-year term 
which will begin Jan. 26, his second 
since being elected in 2016. Election 
day had been planned for that day with 

a candidates forum planned for the night 
before.

Gruben, who has previously served as 
Chairman of the Inuvialuit Development 
Corporation, and Smith were the only 
two people to submit nominations by the 
Jan. 14 deadline to run for the top spot.

The CEO and Chairperson position of 
the IRC is elected by the 42 directors of 
Community Corporations, which were 
elected by membership in December.

Duane Smith is back in as CEO and 
Chairperson of the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation after his sole opponent, Patrick 
Gruben, withdrew his candidacy on Jan. 20. 
NNSL file photo

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

Eric Bowling is editor of the Inuvik Drum. 
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Neighbourly News

Tsiigehtchic says stay away, please
Tsiigehtchic

Tsiigehtchic charter community is asking all families in 
the community to remain in their safety bubbles and no have 
visitors as the pandemic continues. The community is also 
asking people from outside the community to forgo any visits 
for the time being and to residents to limit travel and wear 
masks indoors.

Any families required to isolate are asked to contact the 
Tsiigehtchic Charter Office for delivery of essential needs and 
cleaning supplies. Anyone who needs assistance is asked to 
contact acting SAO Jolene Blake at (867) 620-1800.

Community
Calendar
Feb. 2

Culture Connections
6to 9 p.m.
Midnight Sun Community Hall
Now seeking artists, artisans, language keepers and anyone 

else interested in sharing their craft with students. For more 
information, email tourism@inuvik.ca or phone (867) 777-8618.

To have an event listed in this free feature, call 867-777-4545, or email inuvikdrum@
nnsl.com. Submissions should be received two weeks prior to the event. Non-profit or 
community events only please. There is no guarantee submissions will be published.

Tsiigehtchic is asking anyone outside the community to avoid visiting 
while the Covid-19 outbreak is still underway. NNSL file photo

Moose Kerr stays closed for now
Aklavik

Students in Aklavik are staying on remote learning until 
at least Feb. 1, as the Covid-19 outbreak continues in the 
Beaufort Delta.

Beaufort Delta Divisional Education Council announced 
it will give further details about ongoing remote learning 
through Moose Kerr staff, as the school remains closed for 
the time being.

A food hamper was provided to school families with the 
support of the hamlet, Inuvik Food Bank, Aklavik Community 
Corporation and Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council. Learning packages 
and rapid testing kits are distributed from the school from 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m. on Monday to Friday. Visitors are asked to 
ring the doorbell with gloves and then wait in their vehicles 
to be served.

Tuktoyaktuk HTC locks down
Tuktoyaktuk

Tuktoyaktuk Hunters and Trappers Committee has closed 
down its office to walk ins, although it remains open to ap-
pointments.

Anyone who needs to visit the office is asked to call in ad-
vance and is required to sanitize their hands and wear a mask 
while in the building.

For further questions, email tuk.htc@outlook.com or phone 
867-340-0057.

Ehdiitat AGA postponed indefinitely
Aklavik

Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council’s annual general assembly has 
been postponed indefinitely under the current outbreak of 
Covid-19. The gathering had been planned for Jan. 26-27, but 
will now be held later in the year.

Council is asking all in Aklavik to follow public safety mea-
sures, wear masks and minimize contacts while the outbreak 
is underway.
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