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Did we get it wrong?
News/North is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge 
mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an error 
in News/North, call 873-4031 and ask to speak to 
an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a 
correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

News
Briefs

Vertical indoor farm now 
selling microgreens

Hay River-based Northern Greens launches agriculture operation

What if Northerners could get their vegetable greens year-round on 
the day of harvest?

Chris Shaver and partner Nicolinea Minakis began offering pre-orders 
from their brand new, vertical indoor farm Northern Greens on Jan. 17.

The couple announced that after two years of preparation, their Old 
Town-based company is beginning to line up customers for home-de-
livery of day-of-harvest, freshly grown microgreens.

“In the North, there’s a real lack of fresh produce,” Shaver said. “If 
you go through your fridge and you look where your peppers are coming 
from or where your spinach is coming from or bananas or tomatoes, 
it ranges all the way from California down to Ecuador. We’re talking 
5,000 to 8,000 kilometers away from where our produce travels.

“When something’s travelling thousands of kilometers, by the time it 
gets here, it loses its nutrient value and it’s just not the same.’”

Shaver provided the Hub a tour of his operation on Jan. 26. The lo-
cation features four racks of seven plant varieties being treated in his 
shop under a detailed and specific growing schedule.

All products are grown in a peat-moss based soil and no fertilizers 
are used. He also uses reverse osmosis filtered water to treat his crops.

While still finalizing his harvest methodology, he’s working toward 
a consistent seven-day crop cycle that will include 10 racks — all 
solar powered.

“Because I’m harvesting on this crop cycle every seven to 10 days 
throughout the whole year, I could grow close to two acres of pro-
duce in this 250-square-feet space,” he explained. “There are a lot 
of details that go into timing and planning so that you get a weekly 
harvest that is consistent and efficient.”

Careful consideration, for example, has to be given to temperature 
and humidity, scheduling the right lighting times and following rigid 
germination methods.

Among the species he’s working with are sunflowers, a brassica mix, 
kaiware radishes, wasabi mustard, broccoli, red radish and sweet peas.

Shaver estimates that there are likely up to 20 plant varieties that 
he can grow in his operation and swap in and out for immediate 
availability, depending on customer demand.

“The plants have to be fast growing varieties and not any plant will 
grow in this way,” he added.

The launch of the business comes at an opportune time. With supply 
chains to grocery stores under stress, Shaver said it only make sense 
for people to think about how they get the best value in produce.

“With all of the nonsense happening now, you don’t know where 
your food is going, how long it’s been sitting or how it’s been pro-
cessed,” he said. “So I really think this (microgreens) is going to 
be the future.”

A fourth generation farmer and a welder from Tillsonburg, Ont, 

By Simon Whitehouse
Northern News Services

Northern Greens, a vertical, indoor urban farm was granted a business licence 
before the new year to start selling microgreens. The setup in Old Town currently 
has four racks of seven different plant varieties and aims to provide buyers with 
nutrient-rich, farm-to-table produce year-round. Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Chris Shaver and Nicolinea Minakis of Northern Greens hold trays of some of 
their plant varieties from their vertical indoor farm in Hay River, Jan. 26. The 
two began offering pre-orders of recent harvest on Jan. 17. Simon Whitehouse/
NNSL photo

Shaver arrived in Yellowknife five years ago to work in structural 
steel construction at Stanton Territorial Hospital. He intended to save 
money from that summer employment to reinvest into his Ontario 
family farm that he had been running.

Traditional family farming is a practice that he admits is especially 
difficult for young farmers with the corporatization of agriculture 
and massive farm conglomerates competing.

“There’s a lot of risk and liability and a lot of money you’ve got to 
put up for a possibility of a good harvest,” he said. “Five years ago, 
(micro-green farming) was just getting started and 10 years ago it 
did not exist. So I believe the future of agriculture is going this way.”

Like many Northerners, he fell in love with the region and stayed, 
briefly landing a job at Ekati Mine.

“When Covid hit is when the idea for Northern Greens came together 
because I got laid off at Ekati,” he said. “I just started growing these 
plants. I started with these radishes in our small kitchen and started 
doing it kind of as a hobby.”

As time wore on, Shaver did further research into controlled envi-
ronment agriculture and the technology associated with the industry.

By following urban farming entrepreneur Kimbal Musk and con-
sulting with Calgary-based Micro Acres, Shaver realized that he 
could grow many different types of plant set varieties indoors and 
meet consumer and retail needs.

Coming to Hay River
Challenges came as Shaver and Minakis attempted to expand in 

Yellowknife and meet the city’s bylaws for agriculture and food pro-
duction. The biggest obstacle was to find a location with a separate 
shop for growing space.

“The only place that is zoned in Yellowknife for greenhouses or 
indoor agriculture is in an industrial area (Kam Lake) where they 
store fuel and waste,” Shaver said. “Agriculture is still fairly new 
in the North, so there’s not really any agricultural land and the gov-
ernment hasn’t really planned for it well.

“It’s less than ideal. Just finding a place to buy is hard in that area. 
If you do find a place, (it) costs $600,000.”

Towards the end of the summer a Vale Island home with separate 
shop space became available for far cheaper.

“This is exactly what we needed and we got it for less than half of 
(Yellowknife prices),” he said.

The location is footsteps away from the Fisherman’s Wharf and close 
to two grocery stores with which the company hopes to do business.

Minakis is the public face of the company, and she’s aiming to 
provide additional help with deliveries and promotions.

“I’m looking forward to contributing and picking up my favorite 
mixes and putting it together in one big package and doing things 
like getting salad kits together,” she said.

Northern Greens can be reached through its Facebook page and 
by email at info@northerngreens.net.

Duane Smith acclaimed 
IRC CEO

Duane Smith will remain the CEO and 
chair of the Inuvialuit Regional Corpora-
tion after the sole opponent, Patrick Gruben, 
withdrew his candidacy.

Smith will serve a four-year term which 
will begin Jan. 26, his second since being 
elected in 2016. Election day had been 
planned for that day with a candidates forum 
planned for the night before.

Gruben, who has previously served as 
Chairman of the Inuvialuit Development 
Corporation, and Smith were the only two 
people to submit nominations by the Jan. 14 
deadline to run for the top spot.

The CEO and Chairperson position of the 
IRC is elected by the 42 directors of Com-
munity Corporations, which were elected 
by membership in December.

Old hospital demolition 
expected this spring

Demolition of the H.H. Williams Hospital 
is expected to take place this spring.

James Ross, spokesperson for the GNWT 
Department of Infrastructure, stated that al-
though demolition was initially planned to 
take place during summer 2021, the project 
was delayed.

According to Open NWT, the GNWT has 
an open request for tender for the demolition 
project up to Feb. 15 at 3 p.m.

More specific information on the schedule 
for decommissioning will be available when 
the tender closes and bids are evaluated, 
Ross added.

“Once demolition and site remediation of 
H.H. Williams is completed, a new facility 
will be constructed that is expected to be 
(approximately 41,000 square feet), linked 
to the recent Woodland Manor addition to 
create a combined facility,” he said. “A 24-
bed long-term care facility facility for Hay 
River is expected to be constructed, based 
on capital main estimates for 2022-‘23. This 
was reviewed in the fall of 2021.”

Air Force takes aim at new 
drop zone

On Jan. 29, a CC-138 Twin Otter and a 
CC-130J Hercules aircraft from the Royal 
Canadian Air Force will conduct a military 
exercise by airdropping four barrels filled 
with water to a new drop zone.

The area is located at Upper Ross Lake, ap-
proximately 70 km northeast of Yellowknife.

The exercise will begin with the Twin Otter 
landing on the lake, marking the drop zone 
area for the Hercules.

Following this, the Hercules will then 
proceed with the airdrop of the four water 
barrels to the zone.

The latter aircraft will then recover the 
water barrels from the lake.

No disturbance to the community is expect-
ed, according to the Canadian Armed Forces.

Lawrence Ruben, Gerald Inglangasuk, Jordan 
McLeod, John Lucas Jr. watch as Duane Ningaqsiq 
Smith signs the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation’s 
first-ever nationally recognized law. Smith will 
continue as CEO and chair of the IRC after his only 
opponent in an upcoming election withdrew 
from the race. Photo courtesy of Inuvialuit 
Regional Corporation

fact FILE

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT
Covid-19 statistics

NWT COVID-19 SITUATION AS OF JANUARY 28

Active cases: 1,033
Confirmed cases: 5,669
Recovered cases: 4,621
Completed tests: 39,669
Deaths: 15

News cases in last 7 days: 785
Days since last confirmed case: 1
Vaccines
First doses: 40,565
Second doses: 37,421
Third doses: 17,883
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Donations will go to spaying and neutering animals, staff say

The Hay River Animal Shelter collected more than $4,000 through 
its recent involvement in the Betty White Challenge.

A popular veteran Hollywood actress, White died on Dec. 31 
at the age of 99. Among her activism was animal welfare causes.

A social media movement swiftly took shape not long after her 
passing, encouraging people to donate $5 to an animal welfare 
society of their choice. People were encouraged to donate money 
to support animals and then challenge others to do the same.

The Hay River Animal Shelter thanked donors to its Betty White 
Challenge, which raised more than $4,000 for animal spay and neutering 
in the community. Many people also purchased goods and supplies to 
support the animal rescue organization. Photo courtesy of Facebook

By Simon Whitehouse
Northern News Services

Kori Bourne, owner/manager of the 
Hay River Animal Shelter holds Alvin 
the kitten with loads of donations 
received during the recent Betty 
White Challenge. Bourne said she 
was very pleased with the amount 
of money and goods from the 
community that exceeded $4,000 
between Jan. 8 and 17. Simon 
Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Kori Bourne, owner/manager of the Hay River Animal Shelter, 
said that a few people in the community reached out to her to start a 
local Betty White fundraiser. She followed through with a period for 
people to donate — from Jan. 8 up to White’s birthday on Jan. 17.

“I finally decided to go through with it because obviously if I have 
people asking me about it, and then they’re in support of it, I thought 
it would be a good thing to go ahead with,” said Bourne. “On the 
Monday, on Betty White’s birthday of Jan. 17, that’s when it just 
kind of blew up. We ended up with a lot of donations through our 
PayPal account, which is where people can donate by clicking on 
a link and then you can pay with a credit card or a Visa debit card.”

People also used e-transfers through the shelter’s email account.
The tally by the end of the campaign was $4,004.16, however 

support also included an option where people could purchase sup-
plies, Bourne added. The figure was large, she said, because people 
ended up donating far more than the $5 minimum.

“I was actually really shocked with how many people were do-
nating $20, $25, $50,” she said. “I think we had maybe about 10, 
if not a bit more, that actually donated $100 at a time.

“It’s a lot of money to come into our small shelters and all of 
that money is going towards spaying and neutering our animals.”

The donated money is transferred to the Hay River Animal Wel-
fare Society to cover the costs of spaying and neutering when the 
vet comes to town, Bourne noted. When people adopt an animal 
from the shelter, they then don’t have to worry about the cost of 
that expensive operation.

She estimated that the funds raised could cover the spay and neu-
tering needs for 16 to 20 animals over about four months. Usually 
the shelter arranges for two to four animals a month to be spayed 
or neutered, she added.

As of Jan. 19, the shelter had six dogs and six cats, which is 
roughly the facility’s capacity, and only four of those animals were 
available for adoption as of Jan. 24.

Animal shelter raises more than $4,000 
through Betty White Challenge



Residents of the NWT expecting their first 
child, as well as expectant parents in Nunavut, 
will not be able to give birth at Stanton Terri-
torial Hospital until at least April following a 
recent announcement by the territory’s Health 
and Social Services Authority (NTHSSA).

On Jan. 26, the NTHSSA announced a “phased 
resumption” of obstetrics services at the Yel-
lowknife hospital, which were suspended for 
almost all patients between Dec. 10 and Feb. 
21 due to a staffing shortage.

As part of its plan to slowly re-introduce these 
services to the hospital, residents of the NWT 
who are expecting at least their second child, as 
well as those who have planned c-sections, will be 
able to give birth at the hospital starting Feb. 22. 
This phase will continue until at least March 31, 
although it’s unclear what the next phase will be.

In a press conference on Dec. 1, Kim Riles, 
the NTHSSA’s chief executive officer, said she 

was confident that in February, the obstetrics 
unit would be able to “at a minimum, resume 
whole services” because of the health authority’s 
recruitment efforts.

The NTHSSA says these criteria, which also 
exclude expectant parents from Nunavut, were 
put in place because “generally individuals who 
have already had a child require fewer pre-la-
bour assessments, have quicker births and have 
a lower probability of in-labour complications.”

This means that more than one third of expect-
ant mothers who were scheduled to give birth 
at the hospital during this period - 20 out of 55 
- will still have to be transferred to Edmonton.

“While we have been successful in staffing to 
date we do not have the resources to re-open the 
unit fully for planned births, especially given 
that the potential for staff to be impacted by 
COVID isolation,” the statement reads.

As of Jan. 19, Stanton was operating at a 
baseline-vacancy rate of 22 per cent for nurs-
ing positions, the same rate as it was on Dec. 
1, 2021.
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Health emergency could be lifted in the 
spring, health minister says
GNWT predicts NWT cases already peaking

By Ian Down
Northern News Services

In a press conference on Jan. 26, Min-
ister of Health and Social Services Julie 
Green said the GNWT is hopes to bring 
the public health emergency that has 
been in place since March 2020 to an 
end this spring, although she did not 
give a more specific date.

“The end of the public health emergen-
cy will not be the end of our management 
of outbreaks,” said Green. She said some 
services would instead be transferred 
from the Covid secretariat to the health 
department to manage future outbreaks.

Also on Jan. 26, the GNWT made 
public for the first time its modelling 
for Covid cases and hospitalizations for 
the period of Sept. 1 to March 9.

These models predict that the territo-
ry is roughly at the peak of the current 
wave, with daily new cases predicted to 
drop from a seven-day average of about 
140 leading up to Jan. 26, to less than 
60 by March 9. Hospitalizations, which 
had a 14-day average of eight per day 

as of Jan. 19, are also expected to drop 
to about two by March 9.

“Modeling is not a crystal ball,” André 
Corriveau, the territory’s deputy chief 
public health officer said. “So they’re 
not necessarily accurate predictions, and 
there are inherent limitations that must 
be kept in mind.”

The status report cautions that there are 
still many uncertainties when it comes to 
predicting future Covid cases, including 
diminishing immunity and fluctuating 
compliance with health orders. Such 
models also decline in accuracy the far-
ther into the future they project.

Corriveau said that although this mod-
elling shows the GNWT is roughly at 
the peak of the Omicron wave, “we still 
expect to see a high level of activity until 
at least the middle of February.”

Regarding the health order that was 
introduced earlier this month, Corriveau 
said, “There might be some aspects of it 
that might continue related to limits and 
capacity, but we seem to be on track to 
allow some resumption of higher-risk 
activity because of some of the benefits 

that are associated with those sports.”
This health order, introduced on Jan. 7, 

further limits indoor gathering capacities 
and prohibits “high-risk” activities such 
as indoor contact sports, singing and 
dancing. It was supposed to remain in 
place through Jan. 21, but was extended 
to Jan. 30.

Corriveau also defended the territory’s 
decision to return schools to in-person 
learning. He pointed out that children 
are much less likely to have adverse 
reactions to Covid than the general 
population. “On the other hand, there’s 
accumulated evidence that there are 
significant adverse effects to children’s 
well being and their social development 
when we insist that they attend school 
remotely,” he said.

Shannon Barnett-Aikman, the Assis-
tant Deputy Minister of Education and 
Culture, echoed Corriveau’s comments, 
saying “We know that being in school 
provides benefits that are difficult to 
replicate if not impossible to replicate 
via remote learning,” such as extra-cur-
ricular activities.

The NWT’s deputy chief public health officer cautioned that “modeling is not a 
crystal ball, so they’re not necessarily accurate predcictions, and there are inher-
ent limitations that must be kept in mind.” Photo courtest of GNWT

No full obstetrics services until at least April
The health authority’s “phased resumption” of services at Stanton will mean more than a third of mothers 
scheduled to give birth between Feb. 22 and March 31 will still be transferred to Edmonton

By Ian Down
Northern News Services

The Northwest Territories Health and Social Services Authority continues to try to recruit enough staff to get 
the obstetrics unit at Stanton Territorial Hospital up and running next month.  The GNWT announced in late 
November that there would be a temporary suspension of services between Dec. 10 and Feb. 21 due to chal-
lenges with staff shortages at the unit.  NNSL photo
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Juries should be more diverse
Jody Wilson-Raybould, former Justice min-

ister and attorney general of Canada, worked 
hard to eliminate barriers to diversity in jury 
duty selection through Bill C-75 while she 
was in office. The Bill, which was “An Act to 
amend the Criminal Code, the Youth Crim-
inal Justice Act and other Acts and to make 
consequential amendments to other Acts” has 
helped to mitigate systemic discrimination in 
the criminal justice system.

“While considerable progress has been 
made, our justice system remains a living 
testament to many of the discriminatory 
policies and practices of our past, a past 
which continues to negatively impact In-
digenous Peoples and communities as well 
as vulnerable populations across Canada,” 
Wilson-Raybould says in one of many inau-
gural speeches on 
public policy, further 
stating that the re-
shaping of laws and 
policies based on 
recognition of In-
digenous rights will 
have a fundamental 
positive impact on 
the relationship be-
tween Indigenous Peoples and the criminal 
justice system.

Yet there is still so much more work to be 
done, particularly in the area of jury duty 
selection. By now we should all know who 
Gerald Stanley is. It is coming close to the 
day four years ago that Stanley was acquitted 
of the murder of Colton Boushie in 2017. 
Bill C-75 was implemented into legislation a 
little too late as it was just after the Boushie 
trial that changes were implemented in the 
justice system. As such, we still saw the fail-
ure of the courts as Kent Roach, a professor 
of Law at the University of Toronto tells us 
that there were only five Indigenous peoples 
identified as prospective jurors out of hun-
dreds of potential jurors. However, those five 

were removed from the jury selection process 
in the early stages.

In his role on a Manitoba Aboriginal Jus-
tice Inquiry, Murray Sinclair spoke on the 
subject stating that the “exclusion of Ab-
original people from the jury fueled public 
concern that racism might have played some 
part in the trial.”

Many Indigenous people are often ex-
cluded from sitting on juries, not for bias or 
partiality reasons but for hardship, language, 
travel and accommodation difficulties, and 
past criminal sentences. Additionally, famil-
ial relation or connection to the accused or 
the victim result in exclusion — particularly 
in smaller Aboriginal communities where a 
crime may have occurred which is often the 
case in the NWT.

There is a need for 
diversity in the jury 
selection process 
and Bill C-75 has 
made efforts to im-
prove this. One way 
is by amending the 
challenge for cause 
grounds based on a 
juror’s criminal re-
cord. Previous to the 

Act, a sentence of more than 12 months im-
prisonment would exclude a juror, but it has 
since been pushed back to two years which 
addresses concerns that the original rule dis-
proportionately excluded certain segments 
of society from serving on jury duty if they 
were charged with petty crimes.

This is all to say that while most of us 
want to get out of jury duty, it is an import-
ant responsibly. Just think, had there been 
more ethnic diversity on the jury for Colton 
Boushie, Gerald Stanley would most likely 
not be a free man today and Colton would 
not have been portrayed as just another Ab-
original criminal. Ultimately, justice would 
have been served.

“While considerable progress has been made, our justice system remains a living testament to many of the dis-
criminatory policies and practices of our past, a past which continues to negatively impact Indigenous Peoples 
and communities as well as vulnerable populations across Canada.” Jody Wilson-Raybould says. THE CANADIAN 
PRESS/Jonathan Hayward

Katłįà (Catherine) Lafferty is a 
published author and an Indigenous 
law student who grew up in Yellowknife.

NortherN
Wildflower
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Subdued Sunrise Festival lights 
up Inuvik’s weekend
Festival had been delayed by 
two weeks due to Covid-19

Even with Covid-19 in the air, spirits were still strong as the Town of Invuik 
forged ahead with its annual Sunrise Festival, albeit with a highly subdued schedule.

Planners had already set out a modest schedule in the first place, with no major 
feasts or performances, instead opting for a limited Arctic Market and taste of 
Inuvik, a few movies and public skates, a mitten making workshop and a snow-
mobile parade on top of fireworks, snowperson making contests and the lantern 
light up, but ultimately settled on just the last three events after the festival was 
delayed by two weeks.

“We decided we’ve delayed long enough,” said Mayor Clarence Wood. “To 
be quite honest, I don’t know how the situation is going to change in the next 
month or so, so it’s either now or never. But we did scale it back somewhat, we 
got rid of the activities or events to limit public exposure. We kept a few things, 
obviously the big thing was the fireworks.

“This Covid-19 situation has slowed everything down.”
Even the traditional bonfire was scrapped for the second year in a row. Instead, 

residents gathered in their vehicles along the Mackenzie River to watch the 
fireworks as the weather finally cooperated with organizers.

Residents were invited to make their own snowperson and lantern display for 
a community-wide contest. All through Sunday afternoon, town staff made their 
way through town checking out people’s porch and yard displays.

With assistance from the Inuvialuit Communications Society’s team of pho-
tographers, the town was busy sampling displays until well into the evening. 
The team finally wrapped up at about 10:30 p.m. Sunday night.

“Our gear is frozen but our hearts are warm,” wrote economic and tourism 
director Jackie Challis. “We saw some incredible lanterns and more importantly 
we were able to see families, neighbours, children, & children at heart come to 
together to help celebrate the light and the return of the sun.”

There is still an opportunity to enter the contests for anyone who wasn’t able 
to participate over the weekend. Residents are invited to either take a selfie of 
themselves with their lantern display or snowperson and sent it to the town at 
tourism@inuvik.ca or text it to 867 678-5398 or on Facebook Messenger to 
Inuvik Sunrise Festival FB Page.

Photos will be published on the Inuvik Sunrise Festival FB page later in the 
month.

Wood said he was impressed with how the town has handled the current out-
break, which has hung over the town since the start of the year.

“I think the town’s been doing a good job on it,” he said. “We’ve tried to do 
as much as possible for people to give them something to do. Unfortunately the 
restraints from the Covid-19 secretariat have been tight, so it’s been difficult to 
do anything normal.”

Wood said it was too early to tell if the town’s spring festival, the Muskrat 
Jamboree, would befall a similar reduction in scope.

But he said organizers were monitoring the situation.
“We’re taking each one as they come,” he said. “I don’t know what the situation 

is going to be be even next month. We could be out of all these lock-downs and 
everybody could be doing their normal thing. On the other hand, we could be 
even tighter than we are now.

“We don’t know.”

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

Gracie Adams poses with her skier snowperson she sculpted for the Inuvik Sunrise Festival’s snow sculpting contest — with 
Covid-19 outbreaks ongoing, the town opted for a subdued festival this year after initially delaying the annual celebration by two 
weeks. Photo courtesy of Andrea Adams
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The cure for Covid confusion

The seemingly contradictory nature of some pandemic restrictions is 
adding to frustration, so explanations woud be wise

There may not be a little of 
Erwin Elias in all of us, but 
there’s a little of Elias in many 
of us.
The Tuktoyaktuk mayor recent-

ly shared his candid thoughts 
on the seemingly confusing 
standards of pandemic restric-
tions.
His community is weathering 

its second Covid-19 outbreak in 
four months.
But Elias is looking beyond 

that. When the coronavirus in-
fections subside again – and 
they will – he wants better com-
munication from the Office of 
the Chief Public Health Officer 
(OCPHO) and/or the Covid Sec-
retariat. In particular, he would 
like to find a way for community 
gatherings to resume for the 
sake of mental health.
He pointed out that the 

OCPHO allows restaurants and 
bars to remain open but prohib-
its community feasts or games 
nights, even during periods 
when no Covid cases exist in 
town. Those sorts of apparent 
contradictions leave a lot of 
NWT residents scratching their 
heads.
After all, wouldn’t one suspect 

that patrons of drinking estab-
lishments are likely to become 
less inhibited as they consume 
alcohol and consequently flout 

the Covid ground rules? Don’t 
misconstrue that statement as 
an endorsement to shut down 
all bars during the pandemic, 
but public health orders can 
sometimes strike people as in-
consistent.
Seeing as the territorial gov-

ernment announced in Septem-
ber 2020 that it would shell out 
$87 million over 2.5 years for 
the 150-employee Covid Secre-
tariat, it doesn’t seem too much 
to ask for thorough explanation 
of pandemic restrictions.
Elias emphasized that some 

people are close to reaching 
their breaking point. The GNWT 
cannot make the virus magical-
ly disappear – even though it’s 
providing guidance and advocat-
ing vaccinations with that goal 
in mind – but there ought to be 
more light shed on rationale for 
decisions.
At the same time, it’s import-

ant that residents don’t disre-
gard the OCPHO’s rules out of 
frustration. That would surely 
lead to a greater number of 
people getting sick.
Anyone who’s feeling anxious 

or depressed should remem-
ber that the NWT Help Line is 
always available at 1-800-661-
0844.
The GNWT also advises res-

idents to get out on the land 
and engage in activities such 
as walking, enjoying a meal 

by a campfire, pitching a tent 
or go skiing or snowshoeing. 
There’s also options to learn 
new skills – beading, cooking 
and meditation, for example – 
or play games or musical instru-
ments. People can also connect 
through social media, although 
putting a time limit on that ac-
tivity is recommended.
This pandemic has been hard 

on all of us, some more so than 
others. And we’re not alone 
in feeling confused at times. 
There have been headlines from 
across the country and around 
the world about how some pub-
lic health orders seem to clash.
Frustration abounds in some 

circles.
In fairness to chief public 

health officers everywhere, 
there were heaps of decisions 
being made during the early 
days of the pandemic without 
guideposts. It was an unprece-
dented time in our modern era.
But we’re about to move into 

the third year of this ordeal and, 
in addition to growing impa-
tience, we’re hearing calls for 
improved communication, like 
Elias’s.
That is achievable. Having our 

MLAs back in session – even if 
remotely via the internet – to 
ask pressing questions and en-
suring that we get illuminating 
answers would be a heck of a 
good start.

No community feasts or games nights in Tuktoyaktuk even at times when there are no cases of Covid-19 but yet the bars remain open. This perplexes Mayor Erwin Elias and 
he’s deserving of an explanation from the Office of the Chief Public Health Officer or the Covid Secretariat. Photo courtesy of Noe Cockney.
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Editorial & Opinions

Northern News Services



Greetings dear readers, I am the new publish-
er of Northern News Services, a position held 
for most of the company’s 50 years by the late, 
great Jack “Sig” Sigvaldason, followed most 
recently by Bruce Valpy. I started out with 
NNSL as a cub reporter in 1999 and now, here 
I am.

I look forward to telling your stories and 
hope you will continue placing your trust in us 
to do so.

I realize that is a lot to ask given the world 
we live in today. I came to this job in the mid-
dle of the worst Covid-19 outbreak the North-
west Territories has experienced to date, at 
least in terms of case counts. I will do all I can 
to ensure that we give you the best information 
available while asking the right questions. To 
tell Northerners’ stories faithfully, with com-
passion and respect. To give a voice to those 
who most need to 
be heard.

The return to 
“normal” seems 
as distant and dim 
as it was when the 
pandemic started. 
Our territory is still 
struggling to find 
a balance between 
precautions need-
ed to fend off the 
virus versus the 
countless, smoth-
ering interventions 
by government that have made life miserable 
in a thousand different ways.

Fortunately, we live in a country where you 
are allowed to ask questions and as free cit-
izens we should. Questions are the lubricant 
that greases our democracy.

Here’s one: why is the territorial government 
not yet distinguishing between boosted and 
double-vaccinated cases on its Covid-19 dash-
board? I ask not because I think the number 
of boosted cases ought to be significant. On 
the contrary, the only person I am personally 
aware of who caught Covid after receiving 
a booster is over 70 years old. Not saying it 
doesn’t happen but a lot of people I know have 
received a booster, including myself, and they 
have avoided catching the Omicron variant for 
the most part.

Given chief public health officer Kami Kan-
dola’s prescient effort last fall to provide resi-
dents with boosters after it became clear vac-
cine effectiveness wanes after a few months, 
it would seem highly pertinent to provide the 

public with some details on their success. Un-
fortunately, the GNWT’s vaccination status 
chart for Covid infections only differentiates 
between unvaccinated, unknown, partially-vac-
cinated and “fully vaccinated.” But as we well 
know, fully vaccinated means something much 
different today than it did earlier last year be-
fore residents started receiving a booster.

I believe it would also benefit the territory to 
provide more information on hospitalizations 
and deaths. Covid-19, including the milder but 
more infectious Omicron variant, is clearly still 
dangerous to some but the only information on 
case severity that is publicly available on the 
government’s dashboard page is a breakdown 
between the number of cases in hospital versus 
ICU admissions and deaths.

Health officials have been reluctant to 
provide statistics on the age of people being 
hospitalized and dying of Covid, citing privacy 
concerns, but it’s hard to fathom how showing 

age ranges and 
the prevalence of 
comorbidities in 
serious cases in 
a graph breaches 
patient confiden-
tiality. After all, 
the dashboard 
does provide a 
breakdown for 
age and gender 
for overall cases.

Covid cases 
in the territory 
have been most 

prevalent among 30 to 49 year olds but who is 
at most risk of getting seriously ill? And how 
have recent vaccinations helped? We know 
worldwide and in Canada that Elders and im-
munocompromised people are most at risk, but 
NWT residents deserve to see how these statis-
tics are reflected in our own situation.

Such information might help put the minds 
of parents and teachers a little more at ease 
now that schools are re-opening after extend-
ing closures following the holidays due to 
rising case numbers. They might also help us 
focus on people most at risk so the territory can 
develop policies to better protect them while 
not impeding Northerners who are least at risk 
from going about their business.

Plenty to ponder in this new year as we enter 
the third year of pandemic. If you have ques-
tions of your own or suggestions for stories we 
should be working on, don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me directly. You can contact me by 
email at mike.bryant@nnsl.com and by phone 
at (867) 873-4041 ext. 2102. Talk to you soon!
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We asked you!
with Simon Whitehouse

 editorial@nnsl.com

We need 
better 
Covid stats

“I believe it would also benefit the territory to provide more information on hospitalizations and deaths,” NNSL 
Media group publisher Mike W. Bryant writes. “Covid-19, including the milder but more infectious Omicron vari-
ant, is clearly still dangerous to some but the only information on case severity that is publicly available on the 
government’s dashboard page is a breakdown between the number of cases in hospital versus ICU admissions 
and deaths.”

Tahnee Beaulieu
“Fruits, vegetables and 
meat.”

Shelby Boyd
“Gas has gone up like 
crazy over the last 
year.”

Corey Coady
“The propane bill I 
definitely noticed over 
the last year.”

Fredelle Deneyoua
“Gas! One hundred 
bucks doesn’t give me 
half a tank anymore in 
my F150.”

Garnet Campbell
“Everything: fuel, 
food — the most vital 
things and you can’t 
live without, either. 
Trudeau and Biden 
are to blame.”

Lori Coombs
“I found produce has 
really gone up over the 
last year, and the cost 
of meat.”

Statistics Canada reported last week that the consumer price 
index rose by 4.8 per cent since last year, meaning the cost of 

living has gone up. Where have you seen things getting the most 
expensive over the last year?
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Tsiigehtchic says stay away, 
please

Tsiigehtchic
Tsiigehtchic charter community is asking all 

families in the community to remain in their 
safety bubbles and no have visitors as the pan-
demic continues. The community is also asking 
people from outside the community to forgo any 
visits for the time being and to residents to limit 
travel and wear masks indoors.

Any families required to isolate are asked to 
contact the Tsiigehtchic Charter Office for de-
livery of essential needs and cleaning supplies. 
Anyone who needs assistance is asked to contact 
acting SAO Jolene Blake at (867) 620-1800.

Rec centre reopens
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

The recreation centre in Fort Simpson is once 
again open for business with some tweaks to 
the schedule.

The week of Jan. 24 saw some activities get 
back into play, such as badminton, table ten-
nis, foosball, air hockey and indoor walking. 
Indoor winter sports and contact sports, such 
as hockey and speedskating, are still off limits 
as per the current regulations. Washrooms will 
be open and masks are mandatory in all areas 
of the building

Hours of operation have also been revised 
with the reopening week seeing the doors open 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. from Jan. 24 to 29 while 
Jan. 30 saw the rec centre closed; those will 
be the hours of operation until further notice. 
Once things return to normal, the regular hours 
of operation will be 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays.

Ehdiitat AGA postponed 
indefinitely

Aklavik
Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council’s annual general 

assembly has been postponed indefinitely under 
the current outbreak of Covid-19. The gathering 
had been planned for Jan. 26-27, but will now 
be held later in the year.

Council is asking all in Aklavik to follow pub-
lic safety measures, wear masks and minimize 
contacts while the outbreak is underway.

Need a check-in?
Dehcho

Dehcho First Nations is partnering with Shakes 
the Dust Hopes Consulting to give descendants 
a chance to get some support.

Wellness check-ins are being set up to give 
people a chance to talk or get some extra help 
every day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Frank and Bev Hope are are the facilitators 
and will be taking appointments until March 31 
or until all spots are booked.

The sessions can be done virtually or over the 
phone. Those interested can contact the Hopes 
directly to set up a time.

Literacy and prizes
Liidlii Kue/Fort Simpson

Open Doors Society in Fort Simpson got in on 
National Literacy Day, Jan. 27, with two events 
for the community.

There was a scavenger hunt from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. with the first clue posted on the society’s 
Facebook page. The subsequent clues would 
have led people to the end and those who were 
successful got a prize. The second event is a Look 
and Find Photo Hunt, which is ongoing until Feb. 
2. A sample photo was posted to Facebook on Jan. 
27 with the goal being to find 14 signs in total.

Every family that entered either contest is 
entered into a grand prize draw of a kick-sled.

Curling deadlines loom
NWT

There are a couple of deadlines coming up for 
territorial championships.

Inuvik will be playing host to the NWT Mixed 
Doubles Championship and NWT Men’s and 
Women’s Curling Championships from Feb. 
23 to 28 with national invites up for grabs. The 
deadline to get entries in is today, Jan. 31. The 
mixed doubles winners will advance to the na-
tional championship in Sudbury, Ont., in March 
while the seniors champs will be heading to a 
location to be determined in December.

Following that, the NWT U18 Curling Cham-
pionships and 2023 Canada Winter Games trials 
will be in Yellowknife from March 1 to 7 and the 
deadline for entries is Feb. 7. The U18 winners 
will get to represent the NWT at the 2023 Ca-
nadian U18 Curling Championships while the 
trials champs — both male and female — will 
wear the colours in Prince Edward Island in 
February 2023.

Moose Kerr stays closed for 
now

Aklavik
Students in Aklavik are staying on remote 

learning until at least Feb. 1, as the Covid-19 
outbreak continues in the Beaufort Delta.

Beaufort Delta Divisional Education Council 
announced it will give further details about 

Around the North
If you have an item of interest from your community, call (867) 873-4031, or email: editorial@nnsl.com

ongoing remote learning through Moose Kerr 
staff, as the school remains closed for the time 
being.

A food hamper was provided to school fami-
lies with the support of the hamlet, Inuvik Food 
Bank, Aklavik Community Corporation and 
Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council. Learning packages 
and rapid testing kits are distributed from the 
school from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Monday to 
Friday. Visitors are asked to ring the doorbell 
with gloves and then wait in their vehicles to 
be served.

Tuktoyaktuk HTC locks 
down

Tuktoyaktuk
Tuktoyaktuk Hunters and Trappers Committee 

has closed down its office to walk ins, although 
it remains open to appointments.

Anyone who needs to visit the office is asked 
to call in advance and is required to sanitize their 
hands and wear a mask while in the building.

For further questions, email tuk.htc@outlook.
com or phone 867-340-0057.

Ophelia Dagar dangles the sun over a fish sculpture coming to the surface for the spring. The sculpture was 
made by the whole Dagar family. Photo courtesy of Leigha Dmitroff
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Crowd protests pandemic public health rules

Activists gathered to oppose vax 
mandates, masks, passports and more

By Simon Whitehouse
Northern News Services

More than 30 people made 
it out for Hay River’s World 
Wide Freedom Rally held at the 
Hay River Recreation Centre, 
Jan. 22.

Some residents braved the 
cold weather to hold home-
made signs voicing their opin-

ions about vaccine mandates, 
passports and the vaccine itself.

Hay River’s vaccine hesitant 
have been vocal about their 
feelings about the vaccine, 
particularly last fall, when they 
demonstrated at Northmart and 
at a Town Council meeting in 
November after proof-of-vac-

cination protocols were first 
announced.

Local John Dahl addressed 
the group, which then marched 
through the downtown core 
along Courtoreille Street to 
Capital Drive and back up 
Lepine Road to the Rec. Cen-
tre again.

Gail Williams’s sign emphasizes the importance 
of good science asking questions during the Jan. 
22 world wide rally for freedom at the Hay River 
Recreation Centre. Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Kaleb Milne talks with Town of Hay River Councillor Karen 
Wall during a protest against public health mandates at the 
Hay River Recreation Centre, Jan. 22. Simon Whitehouse/
NNSL photo

Diana Smith and Donna Munro show their signs which oppose 
segregation and oppose mandates, vaccine passports and masks. 
The two were among more than 30 people who attended the Hay 
River world wide freedom rally at the Hay River Recreation Centre, 
Jan. 22. Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Kaleb Milne expresses his preference for freedom 
over force with his sign at the demonstration, Jan. 
22. Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo

More than 30 people came out to protest pandemic public-health mandates in Hay River on Jan. 22. The 
group spent about an hour demonstrating outside the building then marched through downtown. Simon 
Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Tammy Martel marched through 
Hay River’s downtown as part 
of the rally, Jan. 22. Simon 
Whitehouse/NNSL photo

Lisa Smith’s sign reads Forced Vax Isn’t Democracy during 
the world wide freedom rally at the Hay River Recreation 
Centre, Jan. 22. Simon Whitehouse/NNSL photo
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Construction, mechanic, 
drilling pioneer dies at 90
Bill Rowe built one of the North’s 
early construction businesses

Bill Rowe, the patriarch of a deep-rooted Hay 
River family, died last week at the age of 90.

A longtime entrepreneur, mechanic, contrac-
tor and northern drilling pioneer, Rowe passed 
away on Jan. 18.

He was born in Berwyn, Alta., on Aug. 24, 1931 
and raised on his family’s farm — a location 
he would return to and enjoy in his later years.

Throughout his life, he made many excursions 
into the Northwest Territories, beginning in 1949 
in mineral exploration. He eventually settled in 
Hay River for much of his adulthood.

Jack, one of Rowe’s six children, said that 
the early post-Second World War years was a 
unique period in the territory’s history, when 
there was much demand for drilling gold and 
other minerals.

“He actually came north to Hay River then on 
through to Yellowknife and up to Great Bear Lake 
in 1949 diamond drilling,” Jack said.

In the early 50s, Bill returned to the south and 
worked in the oil patch before coming back to 
Hay River in 1952, again as a mechanic.

It was around this time he met the love of his 
life, Rita, whom he married on Jan. 20, 1953 in 
Peace River, Alta.

During the mid-1950s, Bill worked as a me-
chanic in Hay River, then a town of about 900 
people with roughly six fishing outfits operating.

In 1958, he moved to Enterprise to operate a 
restaurant, garage and service station for two years.

“So my father was involved in various things 
but he was pretty well self-employed,” Jack 
recalled. “He was either working as a mechanic 
for fishermen or he was setting up his own shop.”

In 1968, Bill partnered with another prominent 
Hay River resident, Keith Broadhead, to start B 
and R Construction, which undertook much work 
in the early ’70s with construction on Highway 1 
to Fort Simpson, various other highway projects 
thoughout the North, development in Fort Smith 
and much growth within the Town of Hay River.

The company did site preparation for the orig-
inal Hay River fish plant, which is now being 
replaced.

B and R Construction also completed infill 
work for Northern Transportation Company Lim-
ited on Island D during the early ’70s when many 
companies were preparing for the Mackenzie 

By Simon Whitehouse
Northern News Services

Bill Rowe, a longtime resident of Hay River, died on Jan. 18 at the age of 90. Photo courtesy of Jack Rowe

Valley Pipeline.
Bill also looked after the landscaping as Dia-

mond Jenness Secondary School was being built.
“They did the construction business with gravel 

hauling, bulldozers and graders and whatnot and 
operated on until 1975,” Jack said.

Jack and brother Mike bought a few pieces 
of equipment from Bill to start Rowe’s Con-
struction, in which many family members later 
became involved and where they continue to 
work today.

By the mid-’70s Bill and Rita acquired his 
family farm in Berwyn and they moved south 
to operate it until he retired at age 75.

In 2019, the couple returned to Hay River yet 

again, where Bill resided during his final years. 
Rita passed away in 2020.

Jack said Bill always loved the North and told 
fascinating stories about drilling and working 
at a time when the region had far fewer people 
and was undergoing significant development.

“He talked a lot about the North when he first 
came up diamond drilling at Contact Lake in 
1949,” said Jack.

Bill is survived by his children: Jack, Mark, 
Mike, Greg, Owen and Becky, their spouses 
and many grandchildren, great grandchildren 
and great-great grandchildren.

A service in his memory was to be held on 
Jan. 24 in Berwyn, Alta.



 NWT News North Monday, January 31, 2022  A13www.nnsl.com

x0p31Axy N4ystdJxl4

It’s up to us to end homelessness
Our greed, possessions and monetary accumulations will not save us — our decency will

On Dec. 29 at 11 p.m., just before the start of 
a new year, RCMP in Kelowna, B.C., found a 
dead man who had been living in a tent. Prob-
able cause of death: hypothermia. The 34-year-
old had frozen to death.

Amid the freezing December 
temperatures, the police had been 
routinely checking those in make-
shift shelters to make sure they 
were OK. This man wasn’t.

A different man being inter-
viewed on CBC two weeks ago 
broke down as he described how 
they had to shut down the only 
warming center in Barrie, Ont., 
because RCMP had received a 
complaint from a resident of this 
affluent city. The person speaking 
had been the facility’s director and 
was describing how one of its cli-
ents — a 75-year-old with mental 
health issues — would be looking 
for a stairway in which to spend 
the night. The warming centre had 
been the one place where he could 
go during the day for coffee and 
a hot meal before braving the bitter cold that 
swept the country last month.

In New Brunswick, the RCMP made the 
decision to shut down some tent dwellings 
after a chimney was found protruding and ex-
haling from one. The inhabitants were huddled 

around a wood stove trying to keep warm in 
blood-chilling temperatures. They had decided 
to risk a fire or carbon monoxide poisoning 
rather than freeze in the frigid night air.

We hear stories such as these from across 
Canada when extreme weather events make life 
so much harder for marginalized people during 

the winter, particularly those living 
in makeshift shelters because the 
regular ones were full. Too often, 
those without homes are conve-
niently forgotten, overlooked or 
harshly judged, as we saw even 
in Yellowknife when city council 
turned down an application to 
approve a shelter on main street. 
We prefer not to see those who 
remind us of our own shadow side 
and vulnerability. We are afraid of 
ourselves.
As incidents of extreme weather 

increase, those living on the streets 
also become climate change casu-
alties, which is not a reflection on 
them but on those who refuse to 
deal with the growing and deadly 
crisis.

We too often forget that home-
lessness was, in part, caused by federal, pro-
vincial and territorial governments cutting back 
on social programs, eliminating psychiatric 
institutions, group homes and treatment cen-
tres as cost-saving measures. Hundreds, if not 
thousands, of people were displaced and forced 

Northern News Services onto the streets because the governments de-
cided not to pay for their care anymore. All of 
this was exacerbated by housing costs that have 
spiraled out of control, making finding housing 
and being able to afford it impossible for many. 
We created this … not the homeless. They are 
the casualties of our lifestyles and blind spots.

Where we used to provide shelter to the 
mentally troubled, ill and handicapped, we now 
force them onto the streets, providing them 
with food and sleeping spaces on floor. What 
is in question here is not their humanity – it’s 
ours.

Where we used to provide psychiatric care, 
we now treat the broken among us like crimi-
nals.

This is merely a reflection on a consumer 
culture that measures success by possessions 
and status, forgetting that our purpose here is 
to help others, not hurt them. We are all called 
on to be doctors to the hurting, but too often we 
fail in our calling.

Our greed, possessions and monetary accu-
mulations will not save us — our decency will.

And now, in addition to the indignity of hav-
ing few safe spaces to sleep when they need 
them the most, fewer avenues for recovery and 
treatment and even basic amenities, we let them 
deal with harsh weather conditions on their 
own. Threatened by pandemics, floods and 
snow storms, they fall victim to our failures. 
As climate change conditions become more 
frequent, the need for adequate housing for 
everyone grows. This is a basic human right 

As incidents of extreme weather increase, those 
living on the streets also become climate change 
casualties, which is not a reflection on them but 
on those who refuse to deal with the growing and 
deadly crisis. NNSL photo illustration

notes  
from the trail

Nancy Vail is a longtime 
Yellowknifer 

concerned with social justice.

everywhere, including in an affluent country 
such as our own. Failing that, we will see more 
deaths as its consequence, and those are the re-
sult of our failure to address our responsibility 
as decent human beings.

If Norway, Finland and Wales can reduce 
their homeless numbers and feel pride in what 
they did and who they are, why can’t we?

We created this situation — it is our responsi-
bility to end it.
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Sports & Recreation

Another non-traditional Traditional 
Games Championships on the horizon

Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT cancels in-person 
event for 2022 but virtual event still being planned

The 2022 Traditional Games Championships, hosted by the 
Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT, won’t happen in person 
this year in Yellowknife.

But Carson Roche, the Sports Circle’s events manager, is deter-
mined to have something resembling a championships this year.

The in-person event, which was scheduled for Feb. 24 to 27, 
has been called off due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation around 
the territory. The announcement was made on Jan. 20 on the 
Sports Circle’s website.

“We still want to do it and it’ll probably be similar to last year, 
where we did it virtual,” he said. “We were waiting on things 
to settle down in terms of cases, and it seems like it is, but the 
decision was made to cancel the in-person event.”

The coaches were told about the decision before the announce-
ment was made, he added, and they were disappointed but they 
understood.

Colin Pybus, who has coached the team at East Three Secondary 
in Inuvik since the event’s beginnings, said he wasn’t surprised 
with the decision.

“I’m sure the Sports Circle looked at the current climate and the 
situation,” he said. “A lot of schools are hesitant about sending 
and being around large groups because the last thing you want 
to have happen is for the event to become a super-spreader or 
even bring that risk back to a smaller community. I’m sure they 
would’ve done a great job, as they always do, but I understand 
why they didn’t want to do it in-person.”

The event is open to every school in the NWT and teams can 
be made up of four boys and four girls between the ages of 10 
and 12. Last year’s event was done on a virtual basis with teams 
submitting videos and results of their own in-house competitions 
during phys-ed classes. The results were tabulated by the Sports 
Circle with points given based on the result for each team and it 
was St. Joe’s which came out on top.

Roche said if things are to be done virtually this year, it may 
look a bit different because not every school is back for in-person 
learning.

“If the schools get back in a start doing gym classes, we’ll 
look at doing it that way again,” he said. “If not, we may look 
at having the kids submit videos from home. It would be safer 
that way if we had to do that. When we held it last year, I think 
there were zero cases in the schools but there are too many active 

The crew from St. Joe’s ham it up before beginning the snowshoe race as part of the 2021 Traditional Games Championships competition last month. 
They are, from left, Lexi Blandford, Precious Riruako, Ignat Tarskii, Michael Murphy, Ben Mager, Nathan Pound-Harris, Emily Mills, Naya Nichols, 
Ashton Statchook and Felix Statchook. St. Joe’s won the overall title last year but how this year’s championships will go is still up for discussion. Photo 
courtesy of Tamara Statchook

Donald Abba of Inuvik flies through the air with the greatest of ease in 
the one-foot high kick during East Three Secondary’s 2021 Traditional 
Games Championships. Last year’s championships were done virtually 
and the Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT is looking at doing it that 
way again for 2022. Photo courtesy of Mike Bodnar

Brianna Dillon of Inuvik prepares to go in the wrist hang during East 
Three Secondary’s Traditional Games Championships in 2021. Last year’s 
championships were done virtually and the Aboriginal Sports Circle of 
the NWT is looking at doing it that way again for 2022. Photo courtesy of 
Mike Bodnar

By James McCarthy
Northern News Services

cases now around.”
Pybus said going virtual last year actually helped with increasing 

participation, especially on the elementary side.
“It allowed for more kids to take part and it took a lot of pressure 

off of the costs involved,” he said. “We would’ve had to find 
and fund our own accommodation because we wouldn’t have 
been able to stay at the school (William McDonald School in 
Yellowknife), as we’ve done in years past. There’s lots of value 
in hosting it virtually.”

One thing Roche said could happen this year is an expansion of 
the age groups to allow for more involvement in the communities.

He said the board will be meeting in the coming days and that 
will be a topic of conversation.

“We’re talking about whether we want to have just one (overall) 
winner or more community involvement,” he said. “Nothing’s 
set in stone yet and we’re still figuring out the best way to do it 
but we do have the banners and T-shirts ready to send out. The 
board really liked what we did last year and so we’ll figure out 
the details and see what we can come up with.”
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A new tradition is born

The Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT released on Wednesday the logo for the new Indigenous Summer Games. The inaugural edition of the event is set to 
happen this summer. Image courtesy of Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT

Aboriginal Sports 
Circle of the NWT 
announces new 
Indigenous Summer 
Games event

A new event for traditional games in the NWT has been 
in the works for the last little while but it’s now a reality.

The Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT has officially 
taken the cover off of the Indigenous Summer Games, 
a brand-new event which will be for those 13 years of 
age or older. The logo was released Wednesday morning 
with a logo reveal on the Sports Circle’s Facebook page 
and it’s hoped that it will be a celebration of culture and 
Indigenous peoples.

Carson Roche, the Sports Circle’s events manager, has 
been working on getting everything together and in an 
interview with NNSL Media this past October, he said it 
was a true grassroots idea.

“The first one will be important so we can get an idea 
on how it goes, how we would improve on it and so on,” 
he said at the time.

The event is designed as a way for those who are in-
terested in traditional games to keep on competing after 
aging out of the Traditional Games Championships, which 
is only open to those between the ages of 10 and 12.

Roche also said back in October that the idea for this 
came after Shawna McLeod, the Sports Circle’s com-
munity development manager, attended the World Es-
kimo-Indian Olympics (WEIO) in Alaska, one of the 
largest traditional games events in the world, to see how 
that event is run.

“For the kids who turn 13 or 14 after the Tradition-
al Games Championships, we want to let them know 
that there will be something for them,” he said. “The 
championships have been a huge success but they fall 
in love with it and then they have nothing except the 
Arctic Winter Games. We want to give them a chance to 
compete beyond that.”

The details of what will be a part of it have yet to be 
finalized — the Sports Circle said more information will 
drop in the upcoming weeks on that — but it will be held 
on the Canada Day long weekend in Yellowknife.

By James McCarthy
Northern News Services
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Rock the Rings cancelled but other territorial events set to go ahead

One of the big NWT youth events of the curling season will 
not happen this year.

The Rock the Rings Youth Bonspiel, which was slated to take 
place at the Yellowknife Curling Centre in late February, has 
been cancelled due to a lack of players. Specifically, the Inuvik 
Curling Centre wouldn’t be able to send its players due to a lack 
of playing time.

The announcement was made on the NWT Curling Facebook 
page this past Friday.

Inuvik’s Nick Saturnino, NWT Curling’s president, said on 
Tuesday that the players who would have made the trip from 
Inuvik simply haven’t had enough time on the ice this season.

“In a typical season, they’ll do technical work and practice in 
November and December and start playing games after Christ-
mas,” he said. “They haven’t been on the ice a lot this season 
and most of them have played, at the most, half a game. We felt 
the kids just weren’t prepared to go and play so we informed the 
folks in Yellowknife that Inuvik wouldn’t be making the trip.”

Inuvik’s contribution to this year’s event would have been around 
30 players with 10 chaperones, said Saturnino. That would have 
accounted for close to half of the entries.

“The extension of the health regulation until Jan. 30 also caused 
us to delay things and was another factor,” he said.

Taking a trip to Yellowknife would have been a costly venture 
but Saturnino said the silver lining in all this is the money that 
would have been spent for this year’s trip is being banked for 
next year.

By James McCarthy
Northern News Services

“All that money is being carried over and any fundraising we 
do will be for the 2022-23 season,” he said. “It will make things 
much less stressful when they do travel.”

In place of Rock the Rings this season, Saturnino said there are 
plans to have a junior curling day in March with all clubs in the 
NWT taking part in some fashion.

“We’re looking to do a full-day youth event of some kind and 
possibly do a Zoom session with all the clubs to bring them to-
gether that day,” he said. “Yellowknife and Inuvik have already 
indicated they’re in and hopefully, Hay River and Fort Smith 
will be able to join us. They’ve both struggled a bit with youth 
numbers this year.”

Two territorial events that are still going ahead, for now, are 
happening on the same weekend at the Yellowknife Curling Centre. 
The NWT Men’s Curling Championship begins on Feb. 9 and will 
feature four teams battling in a double round-robin format for the 
right to represent the NWT at the Tim Hortons Brier in March 
in Lethbridge, Alta. Greg Skauge, the defending champion, has 
already entered, as has Jamie Koe and his rink. D’arcy Delorey 
of Hay River and Mason MacNeil of Inuvik round out the field.

All four teams will make the playoffs and they’ll be held under 
a Page playoff format. The first and second-place teams will play 
in one quarter-final with the third and fourth-place teams in the 
other. The winner of the one versus two game advances directly 
to the final while the loser will play the winner of the third versus 
fourth game in the semifinal; the loser of the third versus fourth 
contest is out. The winner of the semifinal moves on to play the 
one versus two winner for the Brier spot.

If the championship is cancelled, Saturnino said NWT Curling 
policy dictates that the declared winner will be the previous year’s 
champion, which comes with the first right of refusal for the 
Brier, similar to what happened with the NWT Women’s Curling 
Championship earlier this month.

Skauge and his rink would be in that position as they are the 
reigning champs from 2021.

The other event that weekend is the rescheduled U20 NWT 
Women’s Championship. That’s a best-of-five contest beginning 
on Feb. 11 between Maggie Rogers of Yellowknife and Reese 
Wainman of Inuvik. The first team to win three games will earn the 
right to represent the NWT at the U20 Canadian Championships 
in Stratford, Ont., in late March.

Saturnino said if there needs to be another postponement — the 
original event was scheduled for Hay River before it was moved 
late last year — that can be accommodated.

“We have a bit of time to declare our representative for that,” 
he said.

Perhaps no national event has suffered from cancellations and 
postponement more than the Canadian U18 Curling Champi-
onships but there is new life for the thrice-postponed/cancelled 
bonspiel. Curling Canada announced earlier this month that 
Oakville, Ont., will play host to the 2022 edition in May. The 
original 2022 site was Timmins, Ont., but that was called off 
earlier this month due to the Omicron situation in Ontario.

“We feel confident that it will happen this time,” said Saturni-
no. “The member associations around the country told Curling 
Canada that the event is now a priority and the major restrictions 
should be lifted by that time to allow it to happen.”

Kolsen Church of Inuvik watches his delivery head down the sheet during U15 division action of the 2021 Rock The Rings bonspiel in Yellowknife. The 2022 edition has been cancelled due to the Inuvik contingent pulling out over a 
lack of playing time. NNSL file photo

Another bonspiel bites the dust
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Kali SKauge

SportS Card
Softball

age: 15                     Community: Yellowknife
Kali is a member of the Yellowknife Wolverines 
minor ball program, where she played with the 
U16 squad this past summer. When she’s not 
playing softball, she’s a speedskater with an 
appearance at the 2018 Arctic Winter Games 
under her belt. As well, she’s a pretty good 
curler as she represented the NWT at the Curling 
Canada World Junior Qualifier in Saskatoon this 
past November in Saskatoon. NNSL file photo

A racist two-fer: Double the 
idiocy, double the shaming

As much as I wanted to talk about a woman 
winning the lottery in Michigan, I realize that I 
can’t continue to cry about it. So, I’m going to 
with a guy in a large carrot suit.

Jordan Maddocks of Draper, Utah is now 
the proud owner of a world-record time. What 
did he do? He ran the Rock’n’Roll Marathon 
in Phoenix, Arizona on Jan. 16 in a time of 
2:44:12 while dressed in a full-body carrot 
get-up. His time was 46 seconds better than 
Andrew Lawrence, who set the old mark at the 
London Marathon in 2017. The World Carrot 
Museum in Great Britain confirmed the new 
time and while it’s nice to poke fun at it, Mad-
docks said running is what helped him kick 
substance abuse. Good on him because it’s 
faster than any time I could ever run wearing 
shoes.

Anyway:
Just keep calling it out
Congratulations to both Krystof Hrabik and 

Jacob Panetta for reaching astronomical levels 
of jackhole status. Why? Because they thought 
it would be cool to racially taunt players 
during hockey games earlier this month.

Hrabik, who plays with the San Jose Barra-
cuda of the American Hockey League, thought 
it would be cool to shower Boko Imama of the 
Tucson Roadrunners with a racist gesture and 
bought himself a 30-game suspension for it. 
Naturally, Hrabik told the world he was sorry 
for what he did and didn’t mean to do it. Then 
came Panetta and his apparent monkey ges-
tures toward Jordan Subban, younger brother 
of P.K. Subban, on Jan. 22 during a game 
between the Jacksonville Icemen and the Car-
olina Stingrays.

In the video, we can see Subban of the 
Stingrays try to engage Panetta in a scrap 
only to have one of the linesmen push Subban 
away. That’s when Panetta decided to do what 
he did, causing Subban to launch himself at 
Panetta. Panetta did his turtling act as Subban 
kept throwing punches. That would have been 
one instance where, if I was the linesman 
trying to break it up, I’d have given Subban a 
small avenue to pummel Panetta just enough 
to get his point across.

Panetta is now unemployed as the Icemen 

released him the day after the ECHL an-
nounced on Jan. 27 that he will be suspended 
for the rest of this season as a result. Panetta 
said he wasn’t making a racial gesture toward 
Subban but understands why it would be per-
ceived as such. Yeah, 
it could be, you know? 
You know what the 
best part about this is? 
No matter where they 
go in life, they will be 
seen as a racist. This 
wasn’t something they 
chose to do — they 
knew exactly what they 
were doing. But let them back in and play be-
cause there’s no justice like on-ice justice.

Teddy bears everywhere!
There was a nicer thing that happened earlier 

this month, something we can all get behind 
because it will help so many kids who need 
something to smile about.

The Hershey Bears of the American Hockey 
League are always known for their annual 
Teddy Bear Toss during the Christmas season. 
Thanks to the ‘Rona, it hasn’t happened the 
past two years but the toss made its triumphant 
return on Jan. 22 as the Bears took on the 
Hartford Wolf Pack. Now, tradition dictates 
that once the Bears score their first goal in the 
game, fans launch as many stuffed animals as 
they can onto the ice and there’s no limit — 
fans bring garbage bags full of cuddly critters 
to the game.

Axel Jonsson-Fjällby of the Bears had the 
honour of opening up the flood gates as he 
drew first blood for the Bears and the fun 
began. It makes you smile seeing the players 
get involved in it all and some Bears did, such 
as Alex Alexayev and Shane Gersich, both of 
whom dove head-first into the piles of good-
ness during the 30-minute-plus time frame it 
took to clean everything up. Hershey went on 
to win, 5-0.

Once everything was counted, 52,341 toys 
were collected — a new world record — and 
every single one will be distributed to more 
than two dozen charities and groups in the city 
of Hershey. I just want to jump into a pile of 
stuffed animals. Looks like a lot of fun.

And finally …

Philadelphia Flyers’ Keith Yandle, left, and Dallas Stars’ Luke Glendening battle along the boards during action on Jan. 24 in Philadelphia. Yandle tied the NHL record for consecutive games played with 964 that night and broke it 
the following night against the New York Islanders. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton)

James McCarthy is the sports editor 
at NNSL Media. Reach him at sports@
nnsl.com

SPortS 
talk

Northern News Services Good Idea: Keith Yandle becoming the Na-
tional Hockey League’s new ironman.

Bad Idea: Knowing he may not have the 
record for long.

You know how they say there are records 
that will never be bro-
ken? We all thought 
Gordie Howe’s record 
for games played 
all-time would stand 
forever until Patrick 
Marleau set the new 
mark last season.

Welp, Keith Yandle 
of the Philadelphia 

Flyers has gone and done something which 
many, including myself, would never happen. 
Yandle became the NHL’s new ironman as he 
played his 965th consecutive game on Jan. 25 

when he took to the ice against the New York 
Islanders. He passed Doug Jarvis, who had 
held the record of 964 since 1986. It really is 
an amazing achievement, one which began on 
March 26, 2009. There have been threats to 
the chase. Remember that time he took a puck 
to the face and lost nine teeth? We all though 
the streak was done but there he was the next 
game like nothing ever happened. Dude gets 
his mouth destroyed and still shows up for 
work — I’d dress him just because.

But someone else is on Yandle’s tail and 
that’s Phil Kessel of the Arizona Coyotes. 
Kessel sat at 940 as of press time, the sec-
ond-longest active streak going, and if Yandle 
either gets benched or decides to take a break, 
Kessel will be next in line. This will be fun to 
watch.

Until next time, folks …
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