
Town reopens after 
Covid-19 shutdown
Library, Midnight Sun Complex, Town Hall now open
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Our Youth of the Week is Hailey Harrison, age 13, seen here during the Great Northern Arts 
Festival fashion show last summer. Hailey has been a huge help around the home during 
the Covid-19 lockdowns; her mother says she doesn’t know what she would do without her.  
Photo courtesy of Danya Harrison
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News 
Briefs

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to ac-
knowledge mistakes and run corrections. If you 
spot an error in Inuvik Drum, call 873-4031 and 
ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as 
soon as we can.

We asked you!
with Eric Bowling

 editorial@nnsl.com

Wolverine sited in 
Inuvik

Environment and Natural Resources 
say they’re keeping a close watch on 
the area after a wolverine was filmed 
skulking around homes in Inuvik earlier 
this week.

Officers say they’ve tracked the 
critter past Marine by-pass road and 
believe it has since left town.

ENR says it is monitoring the situa-
tion and is deploying deterrents to dis-
courage the animal from coming back.

Covid-19 delays air 
freight

Packages expected in Inuvik — in-
cluding last week’s newspapers — were 
delayed significantly due to staffing 
shortages brought on by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Canadian North Cargo posted an up-
date Jan. 26 on their Facebook page, 
noting the company was working with 
partners to bring high priority freight 
through, but general cargo would be 
delayed until the company could re-
cover its labour force.

It also added the company is moving 
staff around its freight network to deal 
with the backlog.

Town sets date for tax 
sale

Properties with significant arrears 
against the town will be up for tax sales 
on March 3 after Town Council voted 
unanimously to hold the annual tax 
auction.

Only taxes overdue two years or more 
will be put up for the sale, which will 
offer properties for sale at a minimum 
50 per cent of the assessed value.

Owners were given options to enter 
payment plans on April 30, 2021. The 
properties to be auctioned were not 
paid off using a payment plan.

Fresh Ink for young 
writers

Inuvik Centennial Library has a new 
program for young writers and poets 
aged 14 to 19. The Fresh Ink program 
is being offered as a take-home kit for 
youth who enjoy writing poetry, free 
verse or prose. Packages will be avail-
able every Monday. To register, email 
alib@inuvik.ca or phone (867)-777-
8620. Due to the pandemic, projects 
will need to be completed at home.

Town suspends Arctic 
Market, Culture 
Connections

All indoor winter activities hosted 
by the Town of Inuvik Tourism De-
partment have been suspended until 
further notice.

Citing fluctuating Covid-19 cases, 
but also availability of instructors and 
space concerns, as well as current staff-
ing capacity at the town.

The suspended programs include Cul-
ture Connections Workshops as well as 
the Arctic Market.

Covid-19 outbreak declared 
at Inuvik Warming Centre
Long term 
care unit and 
Charlotte Vehus 
homes also 
exposed to 
Covid-19

A Covid-19 outbreak has been declared at the 
Inuvik Warming Centre as of Feb. 1.

An update to the GNWT’s Covid-19 exposure 
and Covid-19 dashboard was completed shortly 
after 5 p.m. today. In total, there are now 195 
active cases in the Beaufort Delta as of Feb. 1.

A Covid-19 outbreak has been declared at 
Inuvik Regional Hospital’s long term care unit 
as of Jan. 29 and Charlotte Vehus Home as of 
Jan. 31.

An update to the GNWT’s exposure notifica-
tion page was posted Jan. 31 shortly after 6 p.m.

“People who attended since January 29 should 
self monitor for symptoms, immediately isolate 
if symptoms develop,” reads the notice. “Do the 
self assessment tool, arrange for testing at the 
testing site if applicable or use an at home test 
if available. If you test positive with an at home 
test kit, please notify Protect NWT immediately.”

An outbreak has been declared at Mangilaluk 
school as of Jan. 28.

The GNWT’s Public Exposure notification 

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

We asked: “What do you think of the ‘Freedom Convoy’ 
making its way to Ottawa this week?”

Lawrence Norbert
“You mean the COVID 
Convoy? They better pay 
all the hospital bills of those 
they infect…”

Calvin Pokiak 
“It’s their perogative. Every-
one has the right of freedom 
of speech and opinions. The 
Privacy Act rules.”

Roland James Selamio 
“About time. They are 
standing up for our rights.”

Rex Noksana
“A specific group of pro-
testers shouldn’t decide a 
critical necessity to win the 
fight with the corona virus.”

A Covid-19 outbreak has been declared at the Inuvik Warming Centre as of Feb. 1. Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

board updated with the outbreak shortly after 
5:30 p.m. today.

Several classes had been exposed on Jan. 25, 
but the school was unable to forward emails 
from the Health Centre to parents right away 
because a blizzard the same day knocked out 
the school’s internet access.

Official numbers were updated to the Covid-19 
Dashboard. As of Jan. 31, there are 140 active 
cases in Inuvik, 12 in Aklavik, 18 in Tuktoyak-
tuk, six in Fort McPherson. There are currently 
zero cases in Sachs Harbour and Tsiigehtchic.

Inuvik’s Mad Trapper pub has been listed as 
an exposure site for Covid-19, on Jan. 21-22 

from 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.
An update to the GNWT’s exposure listings 

was posted shortly after 5 p.m. Jan. 25. Also 
included in the update is a notice the Jason Jacob-
son Youth Centre in Tuktoyaktuk was exposed to 
Covid-19 on Jan. 19 and 20 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

“All fully vaccinated and non-fully vaccinated 
should self-monitor for symptoms,” reads the 
exposure notice. “If any develops symptoms 
they should isolate immediately and seek testing 
if available.

“All non-fully vaccinated persons should seek 
a test on Day Four (4) if available whether symp-
tomatic or not.”

fact FILE

Source: Office of the Chief Public Health Officer

Scan for the
latest GNWT
Covid-19 statistics

Active cases: 976
Confirmed cases: 6,311
Recovered cases: 5,320
Completed tests: 39,779
Deaths: 15

News cases in last 7 days: 784
Days since last confirmed case: 1
Vaccines
First doses: 40,654
Second doses: 38,000
Third doses: 18,272

NWT COVID-19 SITUATION AS OF FEBRUARY 2
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Inuvik asks GNWT to let it keep 
its two MLAs
NWT Electoral Commission suggests dropping an MLA from Inuvik, Hay 
River and Yellowknife

Inuvik Town Council is sending a letter to the GNWT’s Elec-
toral Boundaries Commission asking to not remove an MLA 
from the region.

Councillors discussed the matter at the end of their Jan. 26 
regular meeting.

“I personally feel it’s very important that we retain our current 
MLA allotment,” said Coun. Tony Devlin. “There’s a whole big 
huge territory outside of Yellowknife and I really feel that a it 
would be a huge disservice for Inuvik in particular to be reduced 
to one MLA.”

Deputy Mayor Natasha Kulikowski echoed Devlin’s sentiments 
and agreed the town should submit a letter to the commission.

A working paper was published Dec. 3 by the commission 
with two potential changes to the 19 existing electoral districts 
in the NWT. The first proposal merely adjusts the boundaries 
of ridings in the major urban centres, whereas the other would 
see the elected body of the GNWT reduced to 16 MLAs, with 
Yellowknife, Hay River and Inuvik each losing one.

Politics being as they are, Devlin noted if Inuvik only had one 
MLA, that MLA would likely be in cabinet, robbing the town of 
a “dissenting” voice from the other side of the chamber.

“Right now we have a minister and we have a regular MLA,” 
said Coun. Kurt Wainman. “So we’re on both sides of the gov-
ernment. I like how it currently is. I don’t think

we should be giving up an MLA or anything.”
Coun. Grant Gowans noted the town had to fight hard to have 

two MLAs and going back to a single MLA would be a major 
set-back.

None of the reports suggestions are binding, but the commission 
is required to review electoral divisions every eight years and 
propose potential changes.

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

Inuvik Midnight Sun Complex, Library and 
Town Office now open

Culture Connections and Arctic Market suspended until further notice

Town of Inuvik facilities are cautiously opening their doors to 
the public at the end of the month.

A notice was published by the Town of Inuvik Jan. 28.
Each venue will operate on a modified schedule and the town 

cautions Covid-19 protocols and restrictions could change as the 

situation develops.
The town office will be re-opening Jan. 31 at 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

and from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Centennial Public Library will be open by appointment only as 

of Jan. 31 at 9:30 a.m. Call 777-8620 to book a time.
Sections of the Midnight Sun Complex will operate under 

slightly different rules. The reception desk and general walking 
areas will be open to the public as of Jan. 30 at 5 p.m., whereas 

Roy ‘Sugloo’ Ipana Memorial Ice Arena will be returning to 
pre-approved and scheduled ice times for hockey, speed skating 
and other group activities. The squash courts will be open for 
appointments. Call 777-8640 for booking for more information.

However, the town tourism department also announced it would 
be suspending indoor activities until further notice, including the 
Culture Connections Workshops and the Arctic Market. The town 
cited the ongoing Covid-19 outbreak, as well as staffing issues.

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

“I don’t want to see the balance of power go any more to Yel-
lowknife than it already is, quite frank,” said Mayor Clarence 
Wood. “If council wishes, I’ll sit down and use my creative 
writing abilities to write a letter on this.

“Of course, I won’t send it out until council’s had a chance to 
criticize what I put down.”

Feedback on the two suggestions is being taken by the commis-
sion until summer. Anyone who wants to voice their opinion is able 
to email a written submission to info@nwtelectoralboundaries.
ca or by phone at (867) 445-6005.

Should the pandemic ease off, the commission also hopes to 
visit communities around the NWT to discuss the report in person.

Too crowded? Inuvik Town Council is penning a letter of opposition to the NWT 
Electoral Commission after the body suggested dropping an Inuvik MLA from 
the legislature. NNSL file photo

Facilities operated by the Town of Inuvik will re-open under varying 
rules at the end of the month. Eric Bowling/NNSL photo



Mayor Clarence Wood is draft-
ing a letter to send to the GN-
WT’s Electoral Boundaries Com-
mission asking them to not cut 
Inuvik’s meager count of two 
MLAs in half.
It’s a response to an announce-

ment by said commission they 
have completed their once-every-
eight-years review of the current 
electoral boundaries and have 
come out with two completely 
optional suggestions — adjust 
the boundaries slightly or drop 
an MLA from Hay River, Yellow-
knife and Inuvik.
Should the second sugges-

tion go forward, it would leave 
Yellowknife with six MLAs and 
the other two major population 
centres with one apiece. We 
would be left with a legislature 
of 16 MLAs, which would likely 
require a smaller cabinet to en-
sure non-cabinet run committees 
have enough members 
for a quorum. With cur-
rent cabinet members 
each hold a minimum 
of three portfolios, that 
would leave a greater 
workload on each in a 
smaller cabinet.
Our current legisla-

tive body doesn’t have 
enough elected officials 
to cover the workload 
before them. Expecting 
someone to work three 
or more jobs on a 24/7 
basis and do any one of them 
with any level of competence is 
completely unrealistic — these 
are people, not androids. With 
such split focus, certainly much 
of cabinet’s workload is being 
carried by staff who know their 
portfolios far better. And the 
results of this speak for them-
selves — I have been a news 
reporter for nearly seven years 
and I have never seen MLAs and 
bureaucrats clash as frequently 
or as outrageously as I have up 

here.
Since the suggestions put for-

ward by the commission 
are just that — there 
is no requirement to 
change the system at 
all — might I suggest we 
examine the opposite of 
the reducing MLAs sug-
gestion and speculate on 
what would happen if we 
have more MLAs?
First, the obvious catch 

— paying MLAs and 
their staff costs money, 
which would either re-
quire higher revenues 

from taxes or more money from 
the federal government. So bear 
that in mind with this thought 
experiment.
There are currently 21 cabi-

net positions, not including the 
Covid-19 secretariat and deputy 
premier positions. Ideally, at 
most any one person should be 
overseeing is two, so keeping 
with the above financial logic in 
mind we fairly well balance cabi-
net of 10 ministers, including the 
premier, would be an increase 

of three MLAs. To counter this, 
we would want to see at least 
as much of an increase across 
the floor, but let’s aim for a two-
to-one ratio of cabinet to regular 
MLAs. So we would be adding a 
total of nine seats to the legisla-
ture.
Not only would this would allow 

not only for more focused portfo-
lios, but also would allow the reg-
ular MLAs to be more effective 
at their jobs as well. The current 
legislature opted to have a more 
modest list of priorities than pre-
vious ones to ensure the limited 
number of MLAs could focus on 
key issues. This is a smart use of 
current resource-pool of up-to-11 
MLAs, but add another six and 
the extent of what they could an-
alyze, recommend and improve 
grows exponentially.
As mentioned above, this re-

quires significant increases in 
the legislature’s budget and 
staffing. But so long as we’re 
expecting our MLAs to do three 
jobs at once, we’ll get what we 
pay for.

Inuvik Drum Thursday, February 3, 2022  A5www.nnsl.com

Published Thursdays

Send uS your commenTS
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statements. 
We may also choose to use a letter as the basis for 
a story. All letters submitted must be signed with a 
return address and daytime phone number. 
opinions expressed in letters and by columnists 
are those of the author and are not necessarily 
shared by the editor or publisher.
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Youth of the week

hAiley hArrison

Morgan Wolki-Lucas of the Inualthuyak School Kindergarten/Grade one class in Sachs Harbour drew this as a way to 
experiment with different lines and filling the pages. Are you a Beaufort Delta-based artist? Send your artwork in 
to the Inuvik Drum and we’ll showcase it in this space in a future edition! Photo courtesy of Martin MacPherson

Our legislature needs 
more MLAs, not fewer

Our Youth of the Week is Hailey Harrison, age 13, seen 
here during the great Northern Arts festival fashion 
show last summer. Hailey has been a huge help 
around the home during the Covid-19 lockdowns. she 
does laundry, dishes, shovels the walks, cooks dinner 
on some nights and still finds time to be an awesome 
sister to her two siblings. Her mother says she doesn’t 
know what she would do without her.
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Indigenous knowledge to 
inform future underwater ship 
noise management
Inuit Circumpolar 
Council’s suggestion 
accepted by 
international body

Inuit Circumpolar Council is claiming victory after getting a 
promise from the International Maritime Organization that Indig-
enous knowledge will be included in plans to reduce underwater 
noise created by ships.

Making use of its provisional consultative status at an IMO 
sub-committee in Anchorage, Alaska on Jan. 24, ICC Cana-
da’s international vice president Lisa Koperqualuk called for 
“the Terms of Reference for the work plan on underwater noise 
explicitly includes engagement and utilization of Indigenous 
knowledge” on Jan. 24. Koperqualuk was able to use the newly 
acquired observer status to point out the rights of Indigenous 
peoples under the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples.

“As a UN body, the IMO must consider and fully implement 
UNDRIP, including in our collective work here today,” she said. 
“We are the first Indigenous organization to be granted this 
status and it’s our hope that it will be the beginning of a new 
relationship between the IMO and its members with Indigenous 
people throughout the world, and more specifically in the Arctic.

“Inuit depend upon shipping for essential goods and services, 
and Inuit communities also depend on the sea for livelihoods 
and food. Our economy and culture depend on safe, low impact, 
and clean shipping.”

Traditional knowledge will now be included in a work plan in-
tended to reduce underwater noise caused by ship traffic. Current 
IMO noise pollution reduction guidelines are complete voluntary, 
which has lead to very few shipping companies picking up the 
extra expense to implement it. However, underwater noise pol-
lution can be disruptive to the ecology on a number of levels, 
most concerning the Inuit is the affect on sea mammals, who are 
unable to communicate over the noise.

Water is a much thicker medium than air and sound travels 
faster and further through it. According to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, potentially up to thousands of 
kilometers. While whales are the most known victim of noise 
pollution, the rapid increase of human activity in the worlds oceans 

Inuit Circumpolar Council is celebrating after a suggestion to include Indigenous knowledge in future Marine Noise management plans was accepted 
by the International Maritime Organization. Image courtesy of Department of Fisheries and Oceans

By Eric Bowling
Northern News Services

over the past century has also affected turtles, fish, invertebrates 
and other animals.

It’s not just ships moving through the water making the noise 
either — major causes of noise pollution below the waves include 
seismic testing for minerals and energy resources, military tests 
of explosives, sonar, and dredging equipment in construction.

Dealing with all this noise has consequences for animals, from 
cutting off lines of communication between whale pod members to 
scaring away schools of fish from their normal migration routes. 

At times, the noise can grow loud enough to injure the ears of 
underwater creatures as well.

ICC spokesperson Carole Simon said it was encouraging to 
see the IMO willing to listen to Indigenous voices, considering 
the seriousness of the issue.

“Global rules on underwater noise pollution reduction will 
now reflect local Inuit concerns and community input,” she 
wrote. “The ICC seat at the IMO has enabled national input and 
an opportunity for national Inuit interests to be represented.”
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Community
Calendar

To have an event listed in this free feature, call 867-777-4545, or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com. Submissions should be received two 
weeks prior to the event. Non-profit or community events only please. There is no guarantee submissions will be published.

Feb. 9
UNDRIP 101
7 p.m.
Online
Learn about the United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in this on-
line workshop. Hosted by Western Arctic Youth 
Collective, the lessons will be broadcast once a 
week for the months of February and March. It 
is open to youth. For more information, email 
stories@wayc.ca.

Feb. 12
Family Language Activities
All Day
Online
Western Arctic Youth Collective has teamed 

up with Nihtat Gwich’in Council to provide 
language lessons for families to complete at 
home. Activities will be published bi-weekly on 
the Nihtat Gwich’in Council Language Lessons 
Facebook page. Email Jacey at coordinator@
wayc.ca for more information.

Chief Paul Niditchie school welcomes back 
the sun

Tsiigehtchic
Students at Chief Paul Niditchie school got some outdoor 

fun in this week, heading out to celebrate the return of the 
sun Jan. 28 with an afternoon of stories, traditional games and 
muskox tanning.

School in Tsiigehtchic resumed Jan. 14 after being shut down 
for the first week as the Covid-19 pandemic hit the Beaufort 
Delta hard. But numbers in Tsiigehtchic have remained low 
since the initial outbreak.

Moose Kerr school to reopen to in-school 
learning

Aklavik
Moose Kerr School is hoping to re-open to students Feb. 7 

with stringent Covid-19 restrictions in place to ensure safety.
Masks will be mandatory, both inside and outside the class-

room and social distancing rules will be in effect at all times. 
Hand sanitizing will be completed periodically throughout 
the day and classrooms will be contained in social bubbles. 
Anyone who shows symptoms will be sent home with a test-
ing kit and will have to remain at home for at least two days. 
The re-opening date may be extended if the pandemic doesn’t 
recede as expected.

EGT Hanger emptied in preparation for 
military exercise

Tuktoyaktuk
Organizations with boats or other storage at the Ed-Gruben 

Transport hangar at Tuktoyaktuk Airport had to move their 
gear as the hamlet prepares to host the Canadian Forces for a 
February military exercise in the area.

Work was needed to be completed on the hangar and doors 
and the military had leased the building.

Anyone who needs to pick up their gear is asked to call (867) 
678 0045 to set up a pickup.

Helen Kalvak Elihakvik resumes in-school 
learning

Ulukhaktok
In the absence of any known cases of Covid-19 in the com-

munity, students at Helen Kalvak Elihakvik returned to in-class 
learning on Jan. 27.

Attendance is under parental discretion and any student who 
does not attend due to health concerns can be provided with 
home-learning materials.

The school had initially moved to remote learning on Jan. 
20, to re-evaluate on Jan. 31.

No green grass yet, but students at Chief Paul Niditchie School gathered Jan. 29 for an outdoor celebration of the return of the sun. Eric Bowling/NNSL photo

Eric Bowling is editor of the Inuvik Drum. 
Send your ideas to inuvikdrum@nn sl.com 

Neighbourly News
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