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GETTING 
HERE
Although it may seem far, travelling to the 
Northwest Territories is easier than ever. 
With daily flights to Yellowknife, Norman 
Wells, Inuvik and Hay River, you’ll be 
connected to the North in no time at all.

The capital city of Yellowknife is serviced 
by a number of regional and national 
airlines offering daily and weekly flights 
departing from Edmonton, Calgary, 
Vancouver, Ottawa, and Whitehorse. 
Northwestern Air Lease and Canadian 
North provide scheduled flights between 
Hay River and Edmonton, while Canadian 
North offers direct flights between Hay 
River and Yellowknife. From there, a 
number of southern connections are 
available through flights from Canadian 
North, Westjet, Air Canada or Air North. 
Canadian North also flies daily to Norman 
Wells and Inuvik from Yellowknife.

For those who want a road-trip experience, 
the 1,500-kilometre highway network 
from Edmonton to Yellowknife makes for 
a memorable drive. They say it’s not about 
the destination, but the journey. Lucky for 
you, it’s both!

Your journey to Yellowknife will take 
roughly 16 hours as you wind through 
spectacular and varied landscapes. Roads 
are lined with endless trees, countless lakes 
and numerous spots to stop and take it 
all in. You’ll encounter rushing rivers and 
tumbling waterfalls and stretches of calm 
where you may see bison, bears, and a 
variety of songbirds.
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It takes 12 hours to get to 
Hay River from Edmonton. 
After crossing the NWT 
border from Alberta, 
continue along Highway 1 
to Enterprise, where you’ll 
find the junction to turn off 
onto Highway 2. The road 
follows the Hay River Gorge 
the entire way into town. 
From Hay River, visitors can 
take a scenic drive to Fort 
Resolution on Highway 5 or 
follow Highway 6 south to 
Fort Smith, the gateway to 
Wood Buffalo National Park. 

For those looking for a true 
adventure, consider driving 
the Dempster Highway. This 
740 kilometre (460 mile) 
highway links the Beaufort 
Delta with southern Canada 
through the Yukon, and is 
considered one of the world’s 
iconic drives. Although the 
trip can be made in 10 to 
14 hours, it’s recommended 
that you plan ahead and 
take your time. You’ll witness 
some stunning scenery and 
an abundance of wildlife, 
all of which can be enjoyed 
leisurely at one of the route’s 
many campsites, lookouts 
and day use areas.

The trip also offers travelers 
the chance to win an NWT 
diamond and a Yukon gold 
nugget via the Dempster 
Passport Program. Just pick 
up your passport in either 
Inuvik or Dawson City and 
have it stamped at the nine 
designated stops along the 
way. Once you’re done, fill 
out the questionnaire and 
drop it off at a visitor’s centre 
at either end of the route.

 THE ROAD TRIP
Safety Tips
1. Never forget that you’re traveling in wild, rugged 

country. Plan ahead. Check out weather conditions 
at your destination and along your route before you 
leave. Top up your vehicle’s gas tank whenever you 
get the chance, and carry several CSA-approved 
extra containers of fuel. It is often hundreds of 
kilometres between gas stations. Also be sure to 
carry an extra full-sized spare tire, just in case. Don’t 
rely on a cell phone or other mobile technologies 
to come to your rescue. A satellite phone is highly 
recommended for long journeys. 

2. Let someone who isn’t traveling with you know 
where you’re going, what route you’re taking and 
roughly when you expect to get there. If possible, 
take a GPS unit along. Not only will it help you 
navigate, but if you do run into a problem, it will let 
you pinpoint your location for others.

3. When planning your arrival time, build in a margin 
of safety. You may want a rest stop, you may want 
to take a detour or two to explore some special 
attraction,  or – most likely – you’ll wind up wanting 
to take way more photos than you expected. 

4. Don’t try to do too much on your own the first time 
you come here; take advantage of the services of 
the many experienced guides and outfitters in the 
Northwest Territories. They’ll help you to get the 
very most out of your northern adventure!

5. Pack extra food and water, and take along clothing 
for all kinds of weather.

6. If you want more information, the nearest First 
Nations band office is a great place to start – you’ll 
find friendly, helpful people who know a great deal 
about what is here and the best ways to enjoy it.

7. Treat the local wildlife with respect. Bison, 
muskoxen and bears can be unpredictable, and 
even Dall sheep can become aggressive if they feel 
threatened or crowded by you.

8. Treat the environment with respect as well. 
As rugged as this territory is, it’s also a very 
delicate and vulnerable ecosystem. Use caution 
with campfires, and don’t leave anything that 
could damage this unspoiled wilderness and its 
inhabitants. 
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 MACKENZIE 
HIGHWAY
Highway 1 (to Enterprise) 
When you cross into 
the Northwest Territories 
from Alberta on Highway 1, the 
Mackenzie Highway, you’ll find a seasonal 
information centre and the 60th Parallel 
Campground. When you stop here, 
don’t forget to pick up your free pin and 
certificate, courtesy of the Government of 
the Northwest Territories, to prove that you 
have visited the real North!

Kilometre 72.6 (Mile 45) Alexandra Falls, a 
spectacular 33-metre (109-foot) cascade on 
the Hay River. The area features lookouts, 
trails and an enclosed shelter for picnics. A 
three-kilometre walk takes you on to Louise 
Falls.

Kilometre 74.9 (Mile 46.6) Louise Falls 
Campground at Twin Falls Gorge Territorial 
Park. Services include campsites, kitchen 
shelters, showers, drinking water and 
firewood. Visit the viewing platforms 
and trails around the 15-metre (50-foot) 
waterfall, which is also on the Hay River. A 
spiral staircase with 138 steps leads you to 
the last steep run down to the water’s edge.

Kilometre 77.5 (Mile 48.2) Escarpment 
Creek Day-Use Area, offering picnic 
shelters, water and wood. This deep gorge 
on the Hay River features a stunning series 
of waterfalls for you to see and photograph.

Kilometre 83.2 (Mile 51.1) The Hamlet of 
Enterprise, the first NWT community you’ll 
encounter on this route, marks the junction 
of Highway 1 and Highway 2, the latter of 
which leads to the Town of Hay River, 33 
kilometres (22 miles) northeast. Enterprise 
offers Winnie’s Dene Art Gallery & Gift Shop, 
which features one of the finest selections 
of high quality Dene arts and fine crafts in 

the North. It is worth the visit.

If you’re staying on Highway 1, 
be advised there are no other 
gas stations for another 330 
kilometres (206 miles).

 HIGHWAY 5 TO FORT 
SMITH

From Highway 2 to Hay River at 
Kilometre 31 (Mile 19), turn right 

at the Highway 5 intersection to travel 
to the communities of Fort Resolution and 
Fort Smith. The highway follows close to 
the south shore of Great Slave Lake, past 
the historic (and abandoned) community 
of Pine Point to the intersection with 
Highway 6, which takes travellers to Little 
Buffalo River Crossing Territorial Park and 
Fort Resolution.

Kilometre 2.5 (Mile 1.5) turn left to visit 
the Katlodeeche First Nation Reserve. This 
traditional South Slavey community of 300 
has a retail store and a view of the Hay 
River as it enters Great Slave Lake. About a 
9.5 km (6 mile) drive from Highway 5.

Kilometre 49 (Mile 30.4) Turn left to visit 
the Polar Lake campground and day use 
area. Not an official territorial campground. 
The lake was stocked for many years with 
rainbow trout but it is not likely any remain. 

Kilometre 55.6 (mile 34.6) The Buffalo 
River. This fast flowing and silty river is 
known to contain some nice walleye, 
goldeye and inconnu from time to time.

Kilometre 60 (Mile 37.3) Intersection with 
Highway 6. Head east 68 km to visit Little 
Buffalo River Criossing Territorial Park. 
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The campground contains 20 powered 
campsites and a kitchen shelter. Some 
great fishing for walleye, inconnu and 
northern pike at certain times of the year. 
Another 22 km down Highway 6 takes 
you to the community of Fort Resolution 
at the mouth of the Slave River at Great 
Slave Lake. This National Historic Site is 
the oldest continuously occupied place in 
the NWT, dating back to 1819 at the height 
of the fur trade. The community of 470 
is home to the Deninu Kue First Nation. 
Accomodations, groceries and RCMP are 
available here. 

Kilometre 87 (Mile 54) A 10-kilometre 
drive ar right takes travellers to Sandy 
Lake where there is a beach and fishing 
for northern pike and walleye. The lake is 
mostly enjoyed as a recreational area by 
residents of Fort Smith. 

Kilometre 213.3 (Mile 132.5) Little Buffalo 
River Falls Territorial Park. This scenic 
location features a small waterfall and a 
campsite with six non-powered campsites.  

Kilometre 260 (Mile 162) Town of Fort 
Smith. Gateway to Wood Buffalo National 
Park. This town of more that 2,200 
people has plenty to see and explore. 
The town has groceries, gas and hotel 
accomodations. For campers, try Queen 
Elizabeth Territorial Park just outside of 
town. The campground featurers showers, 
24-powered campsites, walking trails and 
breathtaking views of the Slave River.

 HIGHWAY 1 NORTHWEST
Kilometre 168 (Mile 105) Turn left to visit 
Lady Evelyn Falls, 6.5 kilometres (4 miles) 
off Highway 1. Here you’ll find a well-
developed campground, walking trails, 
great fishing and fossil collecting at the 
base of the falls. Another 6.4 kilometres 
(4 miles) down the road, the Slavey First 
Nations village of Kakisa offers a small 
convenience store with limited hours 
selling groceries and gasoline. Kakisa also 
offers a motel and a laundromat.

Kilometre 170.7 (Mile 106) Kakisa River 
Bridge picnic site, offering hiking trails to 
Lady Evelyn Falls, and good fishing for 
Arctic grayling.

Kilometre 188 (Mile 117.2) Junction of 
Highways 1 and 3. Keep heading west on 
Highway 1 to reach Fort Simpson, then 
Highway 7 to Fort Liard, which links to 
the Alaska Highway into British Columbia 
and north into Yukon. From there you 
can connect to the Dempster Highway 
going to the Mackenzie Delta and Inuvik. 
Alternatively, turn north on Highway 
3 to take the Deh Cho Bridge to Fort 
Providence and Yellowknife.

 TO THE DEHCHO (HIGHWAY 1 TO 
FORT SIMPSON / FORT LIARD)
Kilometre 188 (Mile 177.2) Highway 1 
continues past the turnoff for Highway 3 to 
Yellowknife.

Kilometre 325 (Mile 203) Sambaa Deh 
Falls Territorial Park offers camping and 
picnic sites on the Trout River. Good fishing 
below the falls, and one kilometre further 
upstream at Coral Falls.

Kilometre 403 (Mile 245) Jean Marie 
River, a small community located about 
27 kilometres off Highway 1, offers basic 
overnight accommodations.

Kilometre 413 (Mile 258) Junction with 
Highway 7, the Liard Trail to British 
Columbia. There’s no checkpoint here, so 
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if you’re planning to go directly from Fort 
Providence to Fort Liard, make sure you 
have a full tank of gas, plus a few spare 
containers of fuel.

Kilometre 457 (Mile 285) Liard River 
Crossing. From May to October, there’s free 
daily ferry service aboard the MV Lafferty 
between 8 am and 11:45 pm.

Kilometre 477 (Mile 298) Fort Simpson 
offers a full range of services, including 
a campground near the Mackenzie 
River close to town. Fort Simpson is the 
headquarters of the Nahanni National Park 
Reserve, as well as several tour operators. 
Golf enthusiasts can tee up at the Seven 
Spruce Golf Course.

Kilometre 561 (Mile 350) Ferry across 
the Mackenzie River. MV Johnny Berens 
crosses the Mackenzie River daily from May 
to October from 9 am to 11 am and 2 pm to 
8 pm on an ‘on-demand’ basis.

Kilometre 699 (Mile 437) The all-weather 
road to the community of Wrigley opened in 
1994. Wrigley has limited accommodations 
and services so check in advance.

 HIGHWAY 7 TO FORT LIARD
Don’t forget to reset your trip meter, 
odometer or mileage meter to zero when 
you move from Highway 1 to Highway 7!

Kilometre 103 (Mile 64) Lindberg Landing, 
a small homesteading community with 
camping and a guest house.

Kilometre 104 (Mile 65) Blackstone 
Territorial Park offers a visitors centre, 
interpretive facilities and complete 
camping services, while also featuring a 
spectacular view of the Nahanni Mountains. 
Serves as start/stop point for Nahanni 
River canoe trips.

Kilometre 218 (Mile 136) Hay Lakes 
Campground and a six-kilometre access 
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road to Fort Liard. Centred on a pretty log 
village on the banks of the Liard River, Fort 
Liard is one of the oldest continuously-
occupied areas of the North. The 
community offers gas, accommodations, 
food and chance to buy unique 
handcrafted souvenirs at the Acho Dene 
Native Crafts Centre.

Kilometre 256 (Mile 160) NWT/British 
Columbia border. From here it’s 138 
kilometres (86 miles) to the junction with 
the Alaska Highway and 166 kilometres 
(103 miles) to Fort Nelson.

 HIGHWAY 3 TO FORT 
PROVIDENCE, YELLOWKNIFE
Reset odometer, trip meter or mileage 
counter to zero when switching to  
Highway 3.

Kilometre 21.1 (Mile 13.2) Dory Point picnic 
site, a day-use campground overlooking 
the Mackenzie River, is a great place for 
taking photos!

Kilometre 24.3 (Mile 15.1) The Deh Cho 
Bridge stretches more than a kilometre 
across the Mackenzie River, offering 
year-round access, where drivers used 
to depend on either a ferry or an ice 
road. Travel across the bridge is free for 
residents and visitors, but there are tolls for 
commercial vehicles over 4,500 kilograms.

Check at www.dot.nt.gov.ca for details.

Kilometre 31.2 (Mile 19.4) Turn off for Fort 
Providence, which offers a full range of 
services, including RCMP, medical care, 
shopping, a lounge, motel and craft shop. 
Tour operators offer river excursions and 
fishing trips. The campground has pull-
through sites, water, wood and good berry 
picking in season. Radio stations are at 
101.9 FM and 98.9 FM.

Kilometre 31.6 (Mile 19.6) Mackenzie 
Bison Sanctuary. For roughly the next 80 
kilometres (50 miles) the highway forms 
the northwestern edge of this huge range 
set aside for free-roaming wood bison. You 
will probably see one or more along the 
highway. Treat these animals with respect 
and keep a safe distance; they may look 
slow and docile but they can move with 
amazing speed and aggression.

Kilometre 121.6 (Mile 75.6) Chan Lake Picnic 
Area offers a kitchen shelter overlooking a 
small lake that attracts plenty of waterfowl.

Kilometre 197.7 (Mile 123) Tlicho Highway 
turnoff. This 97-km highway opened to the 
public in the late fall of 2021 and leads to 
the Tlicho community of Whati on the shore 
of Lac la Martre. Some services are available.

Kilometre 227.3 (Mile 141.2) Mosquito Creek 
has no visitor facilities, but the turn-off leads 
to a trail that goes down to the creek. Good 
pickerel fishing, but closed 
May 1 to June 30 for 
conservation.
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Kilometre 232 (Mile 144.2) North Arm Park 
is a day-use picnic area with a boat launch.

Kilometre 245 (Mile 152.2) Access road 
to the community Behchoko, formally 
known as Rae-Edzo, 11 kilometres (7 miles) 
from the highway. You can find fuel, food 
and accommodation here. Radio can be 
found on 105.1 FM and 101.9 FM. A visitors 
information centre is located in a teepee at 
the turn-off for the Dogrib Dene community.

Kilometre 338 (Mile 210) Yellowknife 
Airport and access to Fred Henne Park. The 
park offers full campsite facilities with a 
total of 137 sites, 89 of which are powered. 
There’s also a beach and boat launch. Just 
minutes from downtown Yellowknife, this is 
the only designated campsite close to the 
city. Radio stations are 95.3 FM, 98.9 FM, 
100.1 FM, 101.9 FM and 103.5 FM.

 THE DEMPSTER HIGHWAY
Kilometre 72 (Mile 45) 
Here you’ll find the Tombstone Mountain 
Campground, featuring 36 RV and tent sites, 
toilets, water and wood, a one-kilometre 
trail and fishing in the nearby North 
Klondike River. The fully-staffed Tombstone 
Park Interpretive Centre is open every day 
from late May to mid-September and hosts 
campfire talks, nature walks, and updates on 
wildlife, hiking and road conditions.

Kilometre 75 (Mile 47) 
A viewpoint of the spectacular Tombstone 
Mountain, a 2,192-metre (7,191 ft.) landmark 
in the Tombstone Mountain Range, located 
approximately 40 kilometres (25 miles) 
away.

Kilometre 82 (Mile 51) 
North Fork Pass, the Dempster Highway’s 
highest elevation at 1,289 metres (4,229 
ft.) and the first crossing of the Continental 
Divide. The road from here now takes you 
along the Blackstone River.

Kilometre 117 (Mile 72) The Northwest 
Mounted Police once trekked through 
this country in month-long patrols from 
Dawson City to Aklavik, and a plaque here 
commemorates the role of Sergeant W.J.B. 
Dempster, for whom the highway is named. 
This spot is now a wonderful place to fish 
for Arctic grayling.

Kilometre 122 (Mile 76) Chapman Lake is 
one of the largest lakes along the Dempster 
Highway, and the large “shoulder” area 
makes this a perfect turnaround point for 
those who want to take in the vast sub-
Arctic tundra but can’t make the full drive.

Kilometre 194 (Mile 120) This is the 
Engineer Creek Campground, which 
features 15 RV/tent sites, toilets, potable 
water and wood. Named in honour of the 
men who built the highway, nearby Sapper 
Hill features unique “rock forests” carved 
out of the sharply eroded limestone ridge.

Kilometre 223 (Mile 141) You’ll find great 
grayling fishing here at the Ogilvie River 
Bridge. Elephant Rock can be seen in the 
distance to the west.

Kilometre 369 (Mile 229) Congratulations, 
you’ve reached the halfway point! The 
Eagle Plains Hotel and RV Campground is 
a full-service highway lodge that is open 
year-round. It offers a restaurant, full-
service garage, limited aircraft services and 
a great collection of photos from the era of 
the Mad Trapper and the Lost Patrol.
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Kilometre 405 (Mile 252) 
You have just crossed 
the Arctic Circle! Stop 
and take a picture at 
the signpost signifying 
latitude 66°33’ North.

Kilometre 447 (Mile 277) 
Rock River Campground is one of 
the few sheltered spots on the Eagle Plains 
highway route and offers 20 RV/tent sites, 
toilets, water and wood.

Kilometre 465 (Mile 289) Welcome to the 
NWT! The Yukon/NWT border crossing 
features an interpretive display describing 
the local wildlife and landscape. Here, the 
Dempster Highway crosses the Continental 
Divide a third time as it winds through the 
Richardson Mountains. Also, make sure 
to set your watch ahead one hour as you 
move from Pacific to Mountain Time.

Kilometre 514 (Mile 319) Midway Lake, 
the site of the Midway Lake Festival which 
runs over the August long weekend. 2015 
will be the event’s 30th anniversary, where 
you’ll find old-time fiddlers and local bands 
entertaining the crowds.

Kilometre 536 (Mile 333) This is the Tetlit 
Gwinjik Wayside Park, which features a 
lookout boasting views of the Mackenzie 
Delta and Peel River valley.

Kilometre 539 (Mile 335) Here you’ve 
reached the Peel River Ferry Crossing, 
which runs from 9 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. on 
an on-demand schedule from early June 

to late October, depending on weather 
conditions.

Kilometre 541 (Mile 336) The Nitainlaii 
Territorial Park offers 23 non-powered 
campsites, toilets, water and wood. The 
Information Centre is open from June 1st to 
September 1st.

Kilometre 550 (Mile 342) This is the 
access road to the airstrip and town 

of Fort McPherson, also known 
as Tetlit’Zheh in the Gwich’in 

language.

Kilometre 608 (Mile 378) 
You’ve reached the Mackenzie 
River and Arctic Red River 
Ferry Crossing. Ferry seasons 

typically begins in early June and 
runs until late Octover, depending 

on weather conditions.

Kilometre 692 (Mile 430) Ehjuu Njik 
Wayside Park and Gwich’in Territorial Park, 
where you’ll find beautiful limestone cliffs 
that overlook Cameron Lake, a significant 
migratory bird staging area. Services 
include campsites, toilets and wood.

Kilometre 714 (Mile 443) This is the 
Vadzaih Van Tshik Campground, a full-
service camping facility with 11 non- 
powered sites.

Kilometre 731 (Mile 454) The Jak Park 
Campsite, located just outside Inuvik, offers 
36 campsites, toilets, wood, water, showers, 
and a great view of the Mackenzie Delta.

Kilometre 733 (Mile 455) Turn off here 
to access the Inuvik airport and vehicle 
services.

Kilometre 736 (Mile 457) You’ve made it 
to the Town of Inuvik! Enjoy a full range 
of services and accommodations. The 
Happy Valley Territorial Campground, 
located in town, has 36 campsites, showers, 
laundry facilities, 24-hour security, a dump 
station and firewood. Another 140 km 
north will get you to the Arctic Ccean and 
Tuktoyaktuk!
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AKLAVIK
Inuvialuktun – “place where they got 
grizzly”

Population: 633

With its motto “Never Say Die”, you 
know this community must have some 
interesting history!

Home to the barrenland grizzly bear, 
Aklavik boasts stunning scenery of 
the Mackenzie Delta and Richardson 
Mountains. Originally settled around a 
Hudson’s Bay trading post established in 
1912, the hamlet grew to have a population 
of roughly 1,500 by 1953, and featured 
amenities such as a hospital, schools, 
churches, trading posts and a theatre.

Eventually, severe flooding and erosion 
transformed the community, and the 
Canadian government recommended that 
it relocate to a better place. From 1958 to 

the 1960s, much of the population moved 
to the newly-built Town of Inuvik. However, 
many stayed, and today Aklavik remains an 
important centre for Gwich’in and Inuvialuit 
residents that keep their hunting, trapping 
and fishing traditions alive.

A warm welcome awaits you in Aklavik. 
You can reach the hamlet from Inuvik by 
chartered boat, plane or winter road.  
www.aklavik.ca

COMMUNITY 
PROFILES

Beaufort Delta
And Sahtu
Beaufort Delta
And Sahtu
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COLVILLE LAKE
Traditionally named K’áhbamį́túé meaning 
“ptarmigan net place” Colville Lake is a 
settlement likely named for Hudson Bay’s 
Company Governor Andrew Colvile. It is 
the ancestral home of the Hareskin (Sahtu) 
Dene and where the Bendzi Ahda First 
Nation bases their administrative office. 

Northeast of Norman Wells and 50 
kilometres north of the Arctic Circle, 
Colville Lake is The 2021 Census recorded a 
population of 110 people living across 126.14 
square kilometres. The Colville Lake 
Lodge attracts fishermen from 
around the world and Colville 
Lake is home to grayling, 
trout and pike fish. The town 
also has a bed and breakfast 
and two stores, including the 
Kapmi Co-op which is the sole 
food retailer and post office. 

DÉLĮNĘ 
Délı̨nę is a North Slavey charter community 
in the Sahtu Region of the NWT 
spanning 79.39 square kilometres. Délı̨nę 
means “where the waters flow” –– a 
reference to the headwaters of the Great 
Bear River, Sahtúdé. According to early 
records, the town was established as a 
trading post in 1799 by the North West 
Company and only ran for a few years. 

In 1895, Peter Warren Dease of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company established an outpost 

in Délı̨nę that was used as the 
winter headquarters for Sir 

John Franklin’s second Arctic 
expedition, during which 
it was known as Fort 
Franklin. Sir Franklin 
described men playing 
ice hockey, and the town 

considers itself one of the 
birthplaces of the popular 
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sport. The name of Fort Franklin was 
changed to Délı̨nę in 1993. 

According to the 2021 Census, 573 people 
lived in Délı̨nę, an increase of 7.5 per cent 
from 2016. Local schools include a K-12 
school, an Aurora College Community 
Learning Centre for adult students, and as 
of 2021, a daycare and preschool. 

Visitors are encouraged to make 
themselves at home at Grey Goose Lodge 
and go fishing in Great Bear Lake, one of 
the largest and most fruitful fishing spots 
in the world. 

FORT GOOD HOPE
Located on a peninsula between Jackfish 
Creek and the east bank of the Mackenzie 
River, Fort Good Hope was originally 
established as North West Company fur 
trading outpost In 1804 and ending in 
1905, the main source of income is still fur 
and trapping. The 2021 Census recorded a 
population of 507 people, the vast majority 
of whom are Indigenous. Canada’s longest 
river, McKenzie River, streams steadily at a 
relaxing pace, and picks up  momentum at 
the Ramparts River, known as Fee Yee in the 
local dialect, an ancient fishery and spiritual 
site home to wildlife and game including 
grizzlies, ducks, beavers, geese, and caribou. 

Fort Good Hope’s only access all year round 
is by air with flights departing from Inuvik, 
Norman Wells, and Colville Lake. Fort 
Good Hope has three schools: Fort Good 
Hope Daycare (preschool), Chief T’Selehye 
School (K-12), and the Aurora College 
Learning Centre (tertiary). The most popular 
landmark is Our Lady of Good Hope chapel, 
the oldest permanent structure in Northern 
Canada that was completed in 1885 and 
became a National Historic Site in 1977. 

Adhering to a traditionally-Indigenous 
lifestyle, the people of Fort Good Hope’s 
activities are mostly based on the land. 
Dozens of trails lead to good berry-picking 
and trapping spots. The Old Baldy Trail––a 
five-kilometre network––offers a stunning 
view of the area. Or, try the Fred Kelly 
Express Ski Trail, named for one of the 
NWT’s first Olympians, Fred Kelly, a cross-
country skier who competed in the 1972 
Olympics in Japan. 
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FORT MCPHERSON
Tetlit’zheh (Gwich’in) –  
“at the head of the waters”

Population: 700

Fort McPherson is the oldest of the 
Mackenzie Delta communities. Named 
after Murdoch McPherson, chief trader 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, it sits on 
the east bank of the Peel River, facing the 
Richardson Mountains. Approximately 80 
percent of the population is of Gwich’in 
descent, and the economy is based on local 
businesses, such as the Fort McPherson 
Tent & Canvas Shop. Make sure to drop by 
the Nitainlaii Visitor Centre, which provides 
an introduction to Gwich’in culture.

A sad chapter in the community’s history 
occurred in 1911 when four members of the 
Royal Northwest Mounted Police perished. 
Between 1904 and 1921, it was tradition for 
the RNWMP to send an annual patrol from 
Dawson City, Yukon, to Fort McPherson to 
deliver mail and dispatches. On December 
21, 1910, Inspector Francis J. Fitzgerald and 
three men left for Dawson. By February 
of the following year, the men had yet to 
arrive and were nearly a month overdue.

Their frozen bodies were discovered on 
March 22, 1911, only 26 miles from where 
their journey began. This tragedy was 
largely due to harsh weather conditions, 
too few rations, and errors by their guide. 

This patrol was known as “The Lost Patrol”, 
and all subsequent ones never set out 
again without an experienced Aboriginal 
guide to accompany them. The members 
of the patrol are now buried in the little 
Anglican graveyard in Fort McPherson.

The community is accessible year-round 
by road via the Dempster Highway, with 
the exception of a few weeks in the spring 
and fall. For more information visit www.
fortmcpherson.ca

INUVIK
Welcome to Inuvik, which means Place 
of Man in Inuvialuktun. At two degrees 
above the Arctic Circle, we’re Canada’s 
northernmost town and homeland to both 
the Inuvialuit and Gwich’in people. Over 
the years, people from all over the world 
have come to call this friendly town home. 

Although the Town of Inuvik was only 
founded in 1954 and officially established 
in 1958, you’ll find here a rich and complex 
First Nations culture that goes back 
centuries. The spectacular landscape acts as 
a backdrop, while a vibrant arts community 
and festivals will delight both your ears 
and eyes. We’re also the gateway to other 
Northern communities, each with their own 
special something to offer visitors.

Located in the middle of Canada’s 
largest freshwater delta, the town and its 
surroundings offer unique scenery and 
wildlife you won’t find anywhere else.

Hunters are rewarded with some of the 
largest and most challenging big game 
animals on the continent, while anglers are 
treated to trophy-sized fish, such as Arctic 
grayling, trout and Arctic char.

Make sure to drop by the Town Hall to pick 
up your free souvenir lapel pin– a welcome 
token compliments of the Town of Inuvik.

No one is a stranger for long in Inuvik.
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 ARCTIC 
HOSPITALITY
One of the first 
things you’ll notice 
when you arrive 
in Inuvik are these 
strange, shed-like 
structures that criss-
cross between buildings. 
These are called “utilidors,” which house 
water, sewage and heating systems. Since 
the town is built on permafrost, it’s next 
to impossible to lay all this infrastructure 
underground. There are around 17 
kilometres of these utilidors that cover the 
entire town.

Our Lady of Victory Church, better known 
as the Igloo Church, is probably the most 
recognizable building in Inuvik. Completed 
in 1960, the church was built over two 
summers by Brother Maurice Laroque and 
a team of community volunteers. With its 
brilliant white facade, glistening dome and 
beautiful interior decorated with paintings 
by artist Mona Thrasher, this landmark is the 
most photographed building in Inuvik and 
is a must-see. You can find it downtown, 
located on Mackenzie Road.

The Ingamo Hall Friendship Centre, built in 
1977, is the largest log building north of the 
Arctic Circle. Its 850 logs were rafted down 
the Mackenzie River from Fort Simpson and 
is a popular place for dances, meetings, 
bingos, and a variety of Elder and youth 
activities. The Community Greenhouse is 

one of the largest of its kind in the world 
and the northernmost greenhouse in North 
America. Converted from the former hockey 
rink, it provides residents with fresh produce 
grown on 70 plots every summer. Visitors 
are welcome.

 NATURE’S FINEST
With its pristine wilderness, Inuvik offers 
visitors the opportunity to experience 
nature at its best. Several territorial parks 
are within driving distance, with most 
offering services like campsites, barbeques 
and outhouses. The observation tower at 
Jak Park features a spectacular view of the 
Mackenzie River Delta, and there are several 
boardwalk trails with interpretive signs.

The Jimmy Adams Peace Trail, located 
between Boot Lake Road and River Road, 
is a delight for hiking enthusiasts. Skirting 
Boot Lake, the trail passes through a 
variety of forest vegetation. When the trail 
diverges, take the path downhill and to the 
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right to find a picnic area, 
playground and small 
beach. You can walk 
the full trail to the 
channel and back by 
continuing around 
the lake, which takes 
about two hours. In the 
winter, cross-country 
skiers enjoy groomed trails 
in the same area. Home to the 
Happy Valley Campground, the Twin Lakes 
area is popular amongst residents looking 
for relaxation. If you’re in the mood for more 
adventure, there are several tour operators 
in town ready to give you an unforgettable 
experience. Make arrangements to do 
some world-class fishing, dog sledding, 
ice road tours, or even a trip to one of the 
surrounding communities. Find all the 
information you need at the Visitors Centre.

 OUR FOUNDING PEOPLES
The Inuvialuit 
Living further north than any other 
Aboriginal people in North America, the 
Inuvialuit trace their roots to ancestors from 
Arctic Alaska. Their strong attachment to 
the land ensured their survival, with much 
of their food and clothing sourced from 
local animals and regional plants. This food 
is now referred to as “country food”, and 
makes up a vitally important and highly 
nutritious part of First Nations diet and 
culture. Make sure you try some of this 
traditional fare while you’re here – caribou 
stew, grilled char and bannock are amongst 
the delicious offerings.

Life for the Inuvialuit may have been 
challenging in this harsh landscape, but 
that doesn’t mean there was no time for 
games and celebration. One tradition, 
drum dancing, was once threatened with 
extinction but is now undergoing a powerful 
resurgence. Traditional games, such as high 
kicks and the knuckle hop, were played for 
fun, but had purpose as they encouraged 
survival skills for the harsh environment. 

Today, these games are alive and well as 
official competitions during the Arctic 
Winter Games and Northern Games.

The Gwich’in 
Part of the Athapaskan family, and having 
their own distinct culture and language, 
the Gwich’in are one of the most northerly 
Aboriginal peoples in North America. Their 
homeland is large and vast, stretching from 
northeastern Alaska to northern Yukon and 
the Northwest Territories.

Traditional Gwich’in life is based on the 
Porcupine caribou herd, the fifth-largest 
herd of migratory caribou in North America 
at 160,000 animals. Before European fur 
traders came into the area in the 1870s, 
Gwich’in practiced a nomadic lifestyle, and 
to this day many families maintain both 
summer and winter camps on the land.

The Métis 
The Métis are a distinct Aboriginal people 
whose ancestry is tied to the intermarriage 
of British, Scottish and French-Canadian 
fur traders with First Nations and Inuit 
women during the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The knowledge and survival skills that 
these women shared with their European 
partners was an enormous benefit, and 
their families often grew up appreciating 
the cultures of both parents.
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Métis were skilled hunters, voyageurs and 
interpreters, and played a vital role in the 
success of the Western fur trade. Their 
cultural gatherings are festive affairs with 
fiddle music, jigging, singing and dancing. 
You’ll often find participants wearing the 
Métis sash, considered an integral symbol 
of Métis identity.

 TASTE THE ARCTIC
Wild meat, bannock and berries, known 
in the North as “country food”, have 
sustained the Inuvialuit and Gwich’in 
people for generations. No trip to the 
Beaufort Delta would be complete without 
sampling at least a few of these distinctive 
dishes.

Not only delicious, they are often a healthy 
alternative to southern food staples. 
Caribou remains one of the key foods of 
the North today, and is far leaner than 
beef. You can find it served 
in many different 
ways, from stews 
to steaks to jerky, 
and it even makes 
a tasty burger!, 
much to the 
delight of tourists 

and business travelers. Some of these 
traditional foods have even been added to 
the menu on some northern airlines’ flights.

If you’re in town for a community 
celebration that happens to include a feast, 
don’t miss your chance to try a little bit of 
everything the land has to offer. You might 
just be surprised at how good a meal of 
muskox ribs, lake trout, seal meat and 
muktuk tastes under the midnight sun.

NORMAN WELLS
Located in the Sahtu Region and host 
of the Sahtu Regional office, Norman 
Wells is known in the Slavey language as 
Tłegó˛hłı˛, meaning, “where there is oil”.  

Situated on the north side of the Mackenzie 
River, it offers a view down the valley of 
the Franklin and Richardson mountains. 
With a land area of 82.10 square kilometres, 
this small town is home to 673 people, 
according to the 2021 census, 315 identified 

as indigenous. The median age is 32.8, 
hovering around the median age in 
NWT of 34. 

Norman Wells was originally an oil 
town with Imperial Oil established in 
the area in 1937 and a refinery built in 

1939 becoming an important source of 
oil for the military in Alaska and Yukon. 

The Canol pipeline running to Whitehorse 
started flowing in 1944. The line was shut 
down after the second world war and the 
Canol Heritage Trail is what remains of the 
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road in the NWT. in 1985, an oil pipeline 
from Norman Wells to Zama City was 
completed. After a two-year hiatus, oil 
production returned to Norman Wells and 
the industry is steadily rebuilding. 

The most common method of transport into 
Norman Well is by air via the Norman Wells 
Airport. In the summer, travelers can access 
the town by navigating the Mackenzie River 
by driving over the winter ice road. From 
December through March, it connects with 
towns Wrigley and Fort Simpson. Summers 
last around three months with winter 
temperatures hovering below freezing. 
Every month in the year, Norman Wells has 
seen temperatures above 0C. 

PAULATUK
This Inuvialuit community is named for the 
seam of smouldering coal in the Smoking 
Hills 105 km to the west. Paulatuk was 
established as an Arctic Ocean trading post 
and Roman Catholic missionary station in 
the 1920s, although the area has long been 
inhabited by humans.

Hunting, fishing and trapping are the 
primary economic activities of this 
community of 300, although Inuvialuit 
artistry has taken on more importance 
in recent years. Paulatuk is situated near 
Tuktut Nogait National Park – one of the 
most remote national parks in all of North 
America. Parks Canada maintains an 
office in the community. The community is 
accessible only by plane. 

SACHS HARBOUR
The Northwest Territories’ most northerly 
community is nestled on the western 
shore of Banks Island in the Arctic Ocean. 
The tiny Inuvialuit community of just over 
100 people is the 
only permanent 
settlement on 
the island. 

Hunting and 
trapping 
remain the 
community’s 
mainstays 
but tourism 
has become 
increasingly important 
in recent years. The community is a regular 
destination for cruise ships traversing the 
Northwest Passage in summer. 

The community is the gateway for Aulavik 
National Park, where visitors can see 
grizzly bears and herds of muskoxen in 
unspoiled wilderness. Sachs Harbour is 
only accessible by air.

TSIIGEHTCHIC
Gwich’in – “mouth of the iron river” 

Population: 143

Historically a fishing camp for the Gwichya 
Gwich’in, Tsiigehtchicremains an angler’s 
dream. This small community is blessed 
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with spectacular views, and sits on the hill 
above where the Arctic Red and Mackenzie 
rivers meet. Don’t forget to check out 
the Roman Catholic Mission which was 
established in 1898.

Although construction of the Dempster 
Highway in the 1970s brought economic 
benefits to the hamlet, Tsiigehtchic remains 
a largely traditional community with many 
residents still relying on hunting, fishing 
and trapping for their livelihoods.

You can reach Tsiigehtchic from Inuvik 
in a day by driving down the Dempster 
Highway and taking the ferry. You’ll find a 
small campground near the ferry landing. 
Make room in your schedule for a trip with 
a local guide on the Arctic Red River, a 
Canadian Heritage River, for an excellent 
highlight to your visit.

TUKTOYAKTUK
Inuvialuktun – “resembling a caribou

Population: 854

There’s a mystique that surrounds “Tuk”. 
This community is tucked on the edge of 
the Arctic Ocean, amid spectacular scenery 
and surrounded by geological phenomena 
known as pingos— massive hills formed by 
ice build up under the tundra. You can take 
a walk along the Pingo Boardwalk in town 
to get a closer look.

Historically, the Inuvialuit harvested caribou 
and beluga whales in the area. Today, most 
people living in Tuktoyaktuk are of Inuvialuit 
and Inuit descent. Although the modern 
world has caught up to the hamlet, many 
families still practice traditional “on the 
land” activities, such as hunting, trapping, 
fishing and berry picking.

The community has had a brush with 
celebrity, being featured in History 
Channel’s Ice Road Truckers TV series. 
Tuk also has the distinction of being the 
northern terminus of the Trans Canada Trail. 
The Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk Highway, now 

under construction, will eventually let you 
travel to the community year-round via the 
Dempster Highway and is expected to be 
completed in about three years.

You can currently reach Tuktoyaktuk by 
plane from Inuvik, or by winter road. Be 
sure to dip your toe in the Arctic Ocean on 
your visit!

Visit www.tuk.ca for more information.

TULITA
Tulita means “where the rivers or waters 
meet” in Dene language and is located at 
the junction of the Mackenzie River and 
Great Bear River. Tulita started as a trading 
post in 1869. This picturesque hamlet is 
accessible by air and ice-road from Wrigley. 

Spanning about 52 square kilometres, 
Tulita faces the Mackenzie Mountains to the 
west, home to mountain goats and the Dall 
sheep, which are native to North America. 
The 2021 census revealed the recorded 
population was 396 people, down from 
478 people recorded in 2016. The majority 
of the population are Indigenous and speak 
North Slavey and English with some Dene. 

This picturesque hamlet boasts an airport, 
RCMP detachment, general store and 
nursing school. The K-12 Chief Albert 
Wright offers a library, arena, fitness centre 
and recreation hall. The Nááts’ihch’oh 
National Park Reserve is a sacred space 
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where the Sahtu Dene and Metis 
culture and nature intersect. The 
park is home to caribou, grizzly 
bears, and mountain goats and it 
extends to the Yukon border in the 
west and the Nahanni National Park 
Reserve in the south. Two rivers flow 
through the park: Begaadee (Keele River) 
and Tehjeh Dee (South Nahanni River). 
Begaadee (Keele River) and Tehjeh Dee 
(South Nahanni River). Visitors are advised 
to enlist a registered guide to travel with 
them through the mountains, and are 
advised to visit the Parks Canada website 
to plan their trip. 

ULUKHAKTOK
Formerly known as Holman, the Inuvialuit 
community of 400 sits on the western 
shore of Victoria Island, which the 
Northwest Territories shares with Nunavut 
to the east. 

Hunting, fishing, trapping and printmaking 
are the primary sources of income for the 
community. The village’s claim to fame 
is that it is home to the world’s mostly 

northerly golf course.

Inuvialuit residents there 
speak a language called 

Kangiryuarmiutun 
a dialect of 
Inuinnaqtun. Their 
name for the 
community means 

“the place where 
ulu parts are found.” 

Ulukhaktok has become 
a popular destination for 

cruise ships plying the Northwest Passage 
through the Arctic archipelago in recent 
years. 

The community is famous for its Ulukhatok 
drum dances where participants don 
elaborate outfits to dance and share their 
traditional stories.
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South Slave
And The Deh ChoSouth Slave
And The Deh Cho

ENTERPRISE
Conveniently located at the scenic junction 
of NWT Highway 1 and Highway 2, the 
Hamlet of Enterprise welcomes you as the 
“Gateway to the NWT.” With a population 
of just 125 residents, this family-oriented 
community is the first you’ll come across 
as you begin your travels north of 60.

This tiny community was formed when 
the highway was first built and was given 
hamlet status soon after. In addition 
to being just minutes from Twin Falls 
Territorial Park and its campgrounds, 
Enterprise also boasts a community 
garden, inn, and a number of top-notch 
trails for walking and hiking.

Be sure to stop in at Winnie’s Dene Art 
Gallery & Gift Shop, which features one of 
the finest selections of high quality Dene 
arts and fine crafts in the North. There’s a 
nice picnic spot next to the Hay River that 
offers a beautiful view of the Hay River 
Gorge.

In the winter, dog mushers from across 
the territory converge on Enterprise for 
the annual Itsago dog sled races, which 
– as you can tell by the name – are ‘a go’ 
depending on the weather. The hamlet 
also hosts a winter carnival every April to 
celebrate the end of winter. 

FORT LIARD
Located at the junction of the Liard and 
Petitot rivers, Fort Liard, population of 
approximately 600, is 35 kilometres from 
the NWT/BC border.  The area’s relatively 
warm climate earned it the nickname 
“Tropics of the Territories,” and it’s home to 
an abundance of wildlife – moose, beaver, 
black bear, grizzly bear, caribou, wood 
bison, lynx and more. It is also a great 
place for bird-watchers because it’s on the 
migratory path for many birds. Both rivers 
offer superb opportunities for canoeists 
and anglers, and there are several excellent 
woodland trails to tempt hikers.

This is an area rich in culture and history. 
The South Slavey Dene have lived here 
for many generations, hosting traditional 
gatherings and passing down a rich oral 
history. They traded with Euro-Canadians in 
the 18th century, and experienced immense 
cultural change when they later became 
involved with the Hudson’s Bay Company 
and the fur trade. Missionaries also had 
a major impact, traveling the region by 
snowshoe, dog team and boat. The mission 
building, which began construction in 1913, 
remains a landmark in Fort Liard.

The artisans of Fort Liard have become 
renowned for their hand-crafted birch bark 

G
eorge Fischer/N

W
T Tourism

 Photo



NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 2022 VISITORS GUIDE30



NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 2022 VISITORS GUIDE 31

baskets decorated with fine quill work. You 
can buy them at Acho Dene Native Crafts, 
which is also the visitor information centre.

If you’d like to stay a little longer, the Liard 
Valley General Store and Motel offers 
accommodations. Campers can take 
advantage of 12 free campsites 
at the Hay Lake Campground, 
which offers firewood, water 
and a cooking shelter.

FORT 
PROVIDENCE
The Hamlet of Fort Providence, 
population approximately 
700, became a lot easier to visit on 
November 30, 2012, when the Deh Cho 
Bridge replaced the Merv Hardie ferry and 
the winter ice road as a way to cross the 
mighty Mackenzie River from Highway 1. 
European explorer Alexander Mackenzie 
– for whom the river is named – stopped 
here in 1789. More than a century later, the 
Roman Catholic Mission opened. Later came 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, prompting 
more South Slavey Dene to settle there. 
While farming and ranching flourished in 
those early days, nowadays you’re more 
likely to see wood bison from the Mackenzie 
Bison Sanctuary wandering the streets!

Looking for a unique souvenir of your visit 
here? You’ll find stunning arts and crafts – 
paintings, intricate bead work, porcupine 
quill work and moose hide tuftings – at 
Snowshoe Inn Arts and Crafts. If you have 
something wearable in mind, don’t miss the 
exquisite line of knit fur accessories made 
from sheared beaver yarn available at Dene 
Fur Clouds’ retail outlet.

Outdoor types can enjoy the walking 
trails along the river’s edge, or angling for 
pike or pickerel right from shore. You can 
also arrange an excursion by boat or air. 
If you’re visiting in mid-March, don’t miss 
the Dehcho Bison Jamboree, where the 
community comes together to celebrate 

with traditional hand games, talent shows, 
snowmobile races, family dances and 
competitions. National Indigenous Peoples 
Day celebrations take place on June 21, the 
longest day of the year. Accommodation 
is available at the Big River Service Centre 
and the Snowshoe Inn. Both feature a 
place to eat and lounge, with a gas bar. 
Fort Providence Territorial Park offers 21 
powered campsites, washrooms, firewood, 
drinking water, kitchen shelter and  
picnic area.

For more information, call the hamlet office 
at 867-669-3441. 
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FORT RESOLUTION
The oldest continuously occupied 
community in the Northwest Territories, Fort 
Resolution is located at the confluence of 
the Slave River and Great Slave Lake.

Fort Resolution is found at the end of the 
Fort Resolution Highway (or Northwest 
Territories Highway 6) -- an 84 kilometre 
drive from Hay River. There is also an 
airport, charters and medevac flights.

The hamlet of over 500 people goes all 
the way back to 1791 when the North West 
Company opened a trading post in the area. 
The town hosts a hockey arena, community 
hall, nursing station, general store and diner. 

Trapping is a key industry in Fort Resolution, 
alongside fishing and timber harvesting. 
Known traditionally as Denínu Kú˛é˛, which 
translates to “moose island place,” Fort 
Resolution serves as the headquarters of the 
Deninu Kú˛é˛ First Nation. 

The community’s beach on Great Slave 
Lake is a nice place for swimming in 
summer, bird watching or fishing. Plus, the 
scenic lakeshore views make for fun and 
photogenic strolls. 

Others may travel along the boardwalk and 
head out to Mission Island, a historic site 

which is still used to this day for healing 
workshops and cultural events. 

There’s also a trip to be made out to the 
abandoned community of Pine Point, which 
can be found about 45 minutes west of 
town. Once a thriving mining town, Pine 
Point is now a wilderness network of old 
paved roads and sidewalks. The mine closed 
following a fall in the price of lead in the 
1980s.

FORT SIMPSON
Although Fort Simpson is known as “The 
Gateway to the Nahanni” since many 
visitors use it as a starting point for trips 
to the mountains by air or boat, the 
community has much to offer in itself, 
especially if you’re a history buff, interested 
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in First Nations culture or simply love gorgeous scenery. 
Known by the Dene as Liidlii Kue (“place where the rivers 
come together”), Fort Simpson (pop. 1,202) has been an 
important gathering place for hundreds of years. European 
explorers, fur traders and missionaries settled here, and 
in 1803 a community formed as Fort of the Forks, a 
Northwest Company fur trading site. In 1822, their rivals, 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, built a trading post here, 
named for George Simpson, then Governor of what was 
known as Rupert’s Land. In 1858, Anglican and Roman 
Catholic missionaries arrived.

You can take a walk through Fort Simpson’s colourful 
history by visiting prospector Albert Faille’s cabin, the 
Papal Grounds, McPherson House, Fort Simpson Heritage 
Park and the Visitor Information Centre, which sells 
a selection of local arts and crafts, and offers historic 
walking tours.

There’s something for almost every interest in Fort 
Simpson, including the nine-hole Seven Spruce Golf 
Course, plus a wild winter carnival in March called 
the Beavertail Jamboree, featuring traditional games, 
snowmobile races, and talent shows. June 21 is National 
Indigenous Peoples Day, a day to celebrate the heritage, 
diverse cultures and contributions of Indigenous cultures. 
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On June 30, the 18th Annual Open Sky 
Festival will feature a number of visual 
and performing arts, as well as traditional 
Dehcho Dene crafts. Fort Simpson also 
boasts an assortment of stores at which you 
can buy locally made souvenirs, including 
high-quality Dene crafts. The Fort Simpson 
Visitor Centre also sells a selection of arts 
and crafts made by local artists of the 
Dehcho region. 

You can find accommodation at the Nahanni 
Inn and Maroda Motel, plus several bed 
and breakfast establishments, or you can 
stay at the Fort Simpson Territorial Park, 
walking distance from services in town. The 
campground features 32 campsites, 20 of 
which are powered, along with drinking 
water, firewood, picnic facilities and a 
kitchen shelter. It also offers easy access 
to the community trail that surrounds Fort 
Simpson.

Travelers bound for the Nahanni will find the 
administration office for Nahanni National 
Park Reserve in Fort Simpson. It provides 
information, registration and reservation 
services and can be reached at  
867-695-7750.

FORT SMITH
The gateway to Wood Buffalo National Park, 
Fort Smith hosts a wide variety of history 
and enriching value for those that make 
their way out to the community. Sitting at 
the border with Alberta border, one can find 
wildlife, wild whitewaters, the vast Wood 
Buffalo National Park and the world’s largest 
Dark Sky Preserve.

Alternatively known as Thebacha, 
Chipewyan for “By the Rapids,” Fort Smith 
is home to more than 2,200 people. The 
town is 300 km southeast of Yellowknife 
and hosts the park headquarters for Wood 
Buffalo National Park and the Thebacha 
campus of Aurora College, which is the 
largest of the three campus locations in the 
Northwest Territories.

Wood Buffalo National Park, as its 
namesake suggests, is home to a wood 
bison herd numbering more than 5,000. 
The park is nearly 45,000 square kilometres 
and made up of boreal forest, stunning 
salt plains and the huge Peace-Athabasca 
freshwater delta. Travellers can enjoy the 
Dark Sky Preserve from mid-August to April, 
which is dedicated to providing outdoor 
viewing space without light pollution. The 
best time for some sky-gazing there is 
during the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Dark 
Sky Festival, held annually in late August.

Fort Smith can be reached within a day’s 
drive from Edmonton by following the 
Mackenzie Highway north to Hay River and 
then east and south on Highway 5.

The land around Fort Smith is home to tons 
of birds, fish and animals during summer. 
Hiking and kayaking are a highlight of a visit 
to the Slave River. As well, visitors can watch 
the American white pelicans catch their food 
in the rapids below town. 

In winter, hiking transitions to cross-country 
skiing and snowmobiling. If that wasn’t 
enough, Fort Smith’s northern location 
makes it a premium viewing spot for 
Aurora Borealis. Dogsledding and big air 
snowboarding are also major highlights. The 
community can be visited via a winter road 
from Fort McMurray during winter.

But wait, there’s more! Visitors can find 
attractions like the Northern Life Museum, 
which displays First Nations and Métis 
heritage. Then there’s the Fort Smith 
Mission, a territorial historic park; and, for 
avid golfers, the Pelican Rapids Golf Course, 
where tee off can take place under the 
midnight sun.
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HAY RIVER
Hay River was known as the transportation 
hub of the North for its role in the growth 
of the Northwest Territories. While 
transportation still plays an important role 
today, this small town, which hugs the 
southern shore of Great Slave Lake, is also 
a bustling hub of activity – the “Hub of the 
North.” Whatever the season, you’ll find 
there’s never a lack of things to do, or see, 
in Hay River! 

Start your adventure by visiting the Hay 
River Visitor Information Centre, where 
the friendly staff can provide a wealth of 
information about all that the town and 
surrounding area has to offer.

Looking for summer excitement? The Hay 
River, which flows into Great Slave Lake, 
offers excellent fishing, canoeing and 
kayaking. Maybe try taking a short drive 
out of town and witness the spectacular 
Alexandra Falls and Louise Falls. If golf’s 
your game, you’re in luck! Hay River has 
a beautiful golf course where you can 
drive aball under the midnight sun. Once 
you’re ready to relax, head to the beach; 
stretching for miles, Hay River’s sandy 
beaches rival those in the south.

The activity doesn’t let up in the winter. 
Hockey, curling, snowmobiling, cross-

country 
skiing, 
snowshoeing, 
and ice 
fishing will 
ensure you’re 
never bored! Of 
course, there’s also 
activity above, as you gaze 
up at ribbons of colour, known as aurora 
borealis, dancing across the sky. 

Local culture and history buffs won’t be 
disappointed either. The Hay River Heritage 
Centre showcases the history, heritage 
and culture of the town and surrounding 
area. Or visit the K’atl’odeeche First Nation 
Reserve where you can observe the local 
culture and history of the Dene People.

Make the “Hub of the North” your base of 
holiday activities with short day trips to 
see our many neighbours. The surrounding 
communities of Fort Smith, Fort 
Resolution, Enterprise, Fort Providence and 
Kakisa are all within easy travel distance. 
You will witness unique attractions and 
adventures in the South Slave Region.

Whether you are here for business or 
pleasure, we’re sure you will agree that 
there is no end to what you can do and 
experience in Hay River and surrounding 
area.
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 INDIGENOUS CULTURE
The Hay River area is home 
to two First Nations: the 
West Point First Nation, 
and the K’atl’odeeche 
(pronounced “hat-low-day-
chey”) First Nation.  Both 
work tirelessly to keep their 
heritage intact in an ever-
changing modern world. Hay 
River is also home to a vibrant 
and rich Métis community. 

K’atl’odeeche First Nation Reserve 
Home to the K’atl’odeeche First Nation, the reserve is 
located on the east bank of the Hay River, right across 
from the townsite. You can reach it via an access road 
off Highway 5. Here, you can find information and 
interpretive displays that describe the history and culture 
of the South Slavey Dene, who have occupied these 
lands for thousands of years. Contact the K’atl’odeeche 
First Nation Band Office to find out about events, drum 
dances, storytelling sessions and other cultural events 
throughout the year. Teepees, walkways, cooking fires, 
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and picnic tables surround the Centre, and 
there is a beautiful view of the Hay River. 
Why not come for a picnic?

Yamozha Kue 
(Dene Cultural Institute)

The cultural centre focuses on 
understanding the history and traditions 
of he Dene by sharing it with Dene and 
non-Dene alike. Housed in a unique log and 
stone building, it is located on the main 
road of the K’atl’odeeche Reserve.

Soaring Eagle Friendship Centre 
The Soaring Eagle Friendship Centre is 
a non-profit Indigenous organization and 
cultural meeting place, where visitors can 
learn about local traditions, attend a drum 
dance, browse arts and crafts, or take in tea 
and bingo. The centre hosts “The Biggest 
Fiddling and Jigging Championship North of 
60” every year in the fall.

 ATTRACTIONS
Hay River Heritage Centre 
The history of Hay River comes alive from 
June to October at this museum, located 
in Old Town on Vale Island. Housed in 
the old Hudson Bay store, the building 
was donated to the Hay River Museum 
Society and opened on July 1, 2000. The 
Heritage Centre hosts a number of events 
and exhibits and performances by local 
musicians.

Inukshuk 
The organizers of the 1978 Arctic Winter 
Games, co-hosted by Hay River and the 
then-existing Pine Point, built this stone 

marker in the downtown core only steps 
away from Town Hall. A popular stop for 
tourists when they visit, the Inukshuk is  
an Inuit landmark used as a guide for travel 
routes, hunting grounds, or as a food cache.

Porritt Landing 
Got a motorboat, canoe or kayak? Launch 
it here to access Hay River and Great Slave 
Lake. This is also an excellent site for a 
picnic. This Vale Island location features 
picnic tables, fire pits and a floating pier.

Hay River Territorial Park 
A great place to park the RV or pitch a 
tent for a few days. Hay River Territorial 
Park features 35 powered campsites at 
the shore of Great Slave Lake and the 
territory’s premier beach. Only a five 
minute drive from downtown.

NWT Centennial Library 
Located on Woodland Drive, the NWT 
Centennial Library was built in 1967 of 
local stone. This is an important and much-
used facility in the community and often 
holds art shows, displaying local art, as 
well as work from around the territory. The 
displays are usually up for two weeks at 
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a time and a new artist is featured about 
every two months. 867-874-6486

Pine Point 
Visitors can tour the ghostly remains of 
roads and sidewalks at this town-site 
located about 45 minutes east of Hay 
River. Built in 1964 to house workers at the 
Pine Point Mine, a lead-zinc mine operated 
by the Canadian government 
and Cominco, it was 
demolished after the 
mine’s closure in 1988.

Fisherman’s 
Wharf Pavilion 
The new pavilion 
is located along 
the edge of the Hay 
River East Channel 
and the post and beam 
construction is an attraction 
for visitors and locals alike. The new facility 
hosts summer vendors and artisans from 
June to September. Here you will find 
everything from arts & crafts, fresh fish, 
fish & chips, market garden produce & 
products, fresh baked goods and other 
delicious food. There is plenty of seating 
for you to rest and enjoy the company and 
weekend sun. Boat rides on the river will 
be made available. In the winter, the facility 
is enclosed to host events such as the 
popular Polar Pond Hockey Tournament.

 SPORTS AND RECREATION
Hay River Golf Course 
The Hay River Golf Course is a beautiful 
nine-hole course featuring grass fairways 
and artificial greens. Located just a short 
drive south of town on Highway 2, the 
course skirts the shores of the Hay River 
and has a stunning clubhouse where you 
can rent clubs, power carts or purchase 
food and drinks. There is a nearby  
driving range, and for those who are 
travelling with a trailer, you also have the 
option to camp at the golf course.  
www.hayrivergolfclub.com (867) 874 6290

Hay River Ski Club 
Shortly after the Hay River Golf 
Club has shut down for the season 
and the first snow has fallen, the 
links come alive again as the Hay 

River Ski Club. Here, you’ll find 15 
kilometres of beautifully manicured 

cross-country trails that wind their way 
through white aspens, where golfers were 

swinging their clubs only months before. 
Most trails are lit, so skiers can enjoy the 
trails 24 hours a day. 867-874-6290
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Hay River Recreation Centre 
This brand new facility is a central focus 
for the community and visitors. The facility 
has a curling rink, NHL sized skating rink, 
walking track, spin bikes and regular 
programming. In the winter sign out a 
pair of snowshoes to enjoy a walk through 
the Boreal forest or down the river. The 
Recreation Centre has three conference 
centres and arena surface for rent to easily 
host private or public events of almost  
any size.

Hay River Aquatic Centre 
Situated right in Hay River’s downtown 
core, the Hay River Aquatic Centre 
is open every day and offers various 
classes throughout the year. The centre 
is wheelchair accessible and is 
equipped with four 25-metre 
swimming lanes, fountains, 
a hot tub, sauna, splash 
park and a 151-foot-long 
indoor waterslide! As it’s 
within walking distance 
from many of the town’s 
hotels, you can keep up your 
exercise routine even while 
on vacation. Swimming and 
showers are available to the public 
throughout the week for a nominal fee.

Ball Diamonds 
The Town of Hay River boasts three 
baseball diamonds scattered throughout 
the community—three larger parks: Don 
Wright Ballpark, Glenn Smith Diamond, 
Keith Broadhead Twin Ballpark and the 
Tri-Service Ball Park. In the summer, come 
down to cheer on one of the local teams, 
or throw a few balls yourself! Hay River is 
home to a mixed slo-pitch league, men’s 
fastball team and a minor ball association.

Boating 
Float your way down the river in a variety 
of ways! Whether it’s by canoe, kayak 
or inner tube, taking a ride down the 
Hay River is an enjoyable and relaxing 

experience. Canoes and kayaks can be 
rented locally, and make sure to bring 
sunscreen. Also, be sure to plan ahead as 
you’ll need two vehicles—one to get to 
your starting point, and one to leave where 
you plan on finishing.

Hay River is also home to seven-time 
World Jet Boat racing champions, Russell 
and Spencer King.

Porritt landing boat launch and marina in 
Old Town provides day boat docking and 
easy access to the river and lake. Plenty 
of parking on site and Children’s play area 
and picnic tables are available for family 
gatherings. Bob McMeekin Chamber Park 
also has a boat launch at the edge of New 

Town.

Dog Sled Rides 
Before the existence of the 
snowmobile, dog sledding 
was one of the most 
prominent methods of 
travel in the Far North for 

centuries. Today, dog sled 
racing remains a popular 

pastime, and numerous teams 
from across the North gather in 

Hay River every March for the K’amba 
Carnival races. Considered a true northern 
experience, many locals offer dog sled 
tours throughout most of the winter.

Snowshoeing 
The history of snowshoeing is rooted in 
the North, having been used by Indigenous 
hunters and trappers for centuries to 
move quickly through deep snow. Now, 
snowshoeing is a great way to get out and 
take in the breathtaking scenery during 
the winter months. Breathe in the crisp, 
fresh northern air as you set out on a 
number of groomed trails at the Hay River 
Ski Club, or for a challenge, head out into 
the unspoiled wilderness surrounding the 
town. Snowshoes are available at the Rec 
Centre at no cost.
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 WALKING TRAILS
This guide is provided courtesy of  
the Town of Hay River.

Adventure is right in town! Hay River 
is privileged to be the home to over 

30 kilometres of connecting trails. 
Whether you are a long-time 
resident or a visitor, there is always 
something new to discover!

With nature at our door and 
wilderness just a few steps away, 

always keep safety number one:

Prepare the Trip: Tell someone where 
you are going and how long you plan 
to be out. Sturdy/rubber boots, good 
socks, and a compass are a must!

Wildlife Watch: We are entering the 
homes and territory of the wildlife in 
our area so always stay aware, make 
noise and bring bear mace/bangers 
and bug spray.

Share the Trail: Snowmobilers, ATVs 
and dogs off-leash are frequent on 
all our trails; keep aware to stay safe. 
Please respect the environment and 
keep our trails clean.

 CAMPING
Hay River Territorial Park 
Located on Vale Island, just steps away 
from the public beach, the 
campground features 33 
powered campsites, 
a playground, 
trails, showers, 
firewood, 
electricity, 
washrooms and 
a dump station. 
Group camping 
sites are available.

Castaway Cottages 
& Campgrounds 
A year-round campground located on 
Lagoon Road, featuring heated and 
furnished cabins, tipis and tent frames 
for rent. Try out some local fishing, or 
take a relaxing stroll down the beach. 
You can also rent the large gazebo for 
special functions.

2 Seasons Adventures 
Beach-side campsites beckon during the 
regular camping season, with cabins and 
yurts available for rent year-round. You 
can even book a tour package for fishing, 
jet boat tours or regular sight-seeing.

Hay River Golf Club 
Don’t want to miss your tee time? Set 
up camp at this RV-only campground 
featuring 10 powered stalls and a view of 
the Hay River Gorge. Campsites are just 
a stone’s throw from the first tee, full-
service clubhouse and driving range.

Paradise Garden and 
Campground 
You’ll find this small private campground 
and farm just down the highway between 
Hay River and Enterprise. The grounds 
feature 15 campsites,12 of them powered, 
and the small farm offers organic fruits 
and vegetables for sale, as well as berry-
picking tours for visitors.

Rotary Trail  
An easy walk in all seasons, stroll this in 
late spring and summer for some gorgeous 
displays of colour provided by wildflowers 
such as fireweed, twin flower, wild flax, and 
wildrose.

FACT FILE
Best for: A quick in-town escape
Location: Parallel to Riverside Drive, starts 
behind the Diamond Jenness Secondary 
School parking lot, goes to Old Town 
bridge.
Length: 1.9 km
Difficulty: Easy and well travelled, with  
road access all along.
Connecting Trails: Ravine, Scout, Old 
Town
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Scout Trail 
This is a fun hike that boasts a nice view 
of West Channel, a few stands of large 
old-growth trees, and a fishing hole near 
the north end. Passing through the large 
cleared field for the radar, you can see the 
airport across the channel. This trail takes 
you to the edge of Great Slave Lake.

FACT FILE
Best for: Great fishing spots along West 
Channel!
Location: Along West Channel from the 
Old Town Bridge to Rudd Channel/Great 
Slave Lake.
Length: 3.54 km
Difficulty: Moderate – muddy/difficult 
footing in summer.
Connecting Trails: Kiwanis, Old Town, 
Lagoon

Old Town Connector Trail 
Hay River is nick-named the ‘Hub’ for its 
important role in northern transportation, 
which you can experience along this trail as 
it brings you alongside the most northerly 
rail line in the NWT, to the airport with our 
famous DC-3 warplanes that bring freight 
to isolated communities, to the Coast 
Guard headquarters, and on to the Marine 
Transportation Services shipping docks and 
synchro lift that service the Mackenzie River 
and Arctic coasts. Where the trail crosses 
the highway to the airport there is a Trans 
Canada Trail plaque commemorating the 
trail system in Hay River.

FACT FILE
Best for: Commuting between Vale 
Island and New Town
Location: Old Town bridge to Oxbow 
Trail
Length: 3.7 km
Difficulty: Fairly easy and mostly paved, 
but be careful on some road crossings.
Connecting Trails: Kiwanis, Scout, 
Oxbow

Shore Walk 
Once you 
leave the 
sandy public 
beach, the 
walk is laden with 
driftwood. Check out 
the radar dish that was part of Distant 
Early Warning (DEW) system known as the 
‘Mid-Canada Line,’ built in the 1950s to pick 
up signals and noises on the water.

The Shore Walk ends at Spruce Point 
(T’suehdaa) where the West Point First 
Nation (Ts’ueh Nda) is located. The band 
gained status in 1993 and is home to over 
70 members. Continuing south is West 
Channel village, which was once the site of 
a thriving commercial fishing industry in 
the 1950s with eight fish plants in the area.

FACT FILE
Best for: A swim in Great Slave Lake 
warmed by the river!
Location: Follow the highway to Vale 
Island, turn right on 100 Street to the 
beach (follow sign to Harbour House), 
travels west to West Channel Village.
Length: 3.2 km
Difficulty: Moderate, lots of driftwood.
Connecting Trails: Oxbow, Berm, Scout
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Reserve Trail 
Contact the K’atl’odeeche First Nation 
Band Office (874-6701) to tell them you are 
hiking the trail before you head off!

Built in 2005 as a ski trail for school kids, 
the trail starts at the Community Arbor 
just kitty-corner to the Ehdah Cho Store. 
The trail skirts the high river bank for an 
excellent view of Hay River from the  
other side!

After two kilometres through the woods, 
the trail comes to the road at the original 
Harry Camsell house and continues on the 
road to the Old Village site.

FACT FILE
Best for: Seeing lots of wildlife!
Location: Take Highway 5 east across 
the river, then the Hay River Reserve 
Road to the Community Arbor in the 
new village. Trail goes to the Old Village 
site on the lake.
Length: 4 km
Difficulty: Easy, unless not packed down 
in winter.
Connecting Trails: Shore Walk, Sandy 
Creek  

Lagoon Beach 
Get connected to a wilder part of Great 
Slave Lake on Lagoon Beach, also known 
as Dog Beach. You can start at either 
Lagoon Road, where it meets the shore 
and head east to West Channel, or head 
west to explore beyond and hook up with 
the Six Mile Creek Trail.

FACT FILE
Best for: Taking your dog for a walk and 
having a bonfire under the midnight sun!
Location: The end of Lagoon Road, 
accessible from the industrial area, 
ending at West Channel and the 
Pumphouse Road.
Length: 4.5 km
Difficulty: Moderate, lots of driftwood.
Connecting Trails: Oxbow, Berm, Scout

 VISITOR INFORMATION
General Information 
Hay River Visitor Information Centre 
923 Mackenzie Hwy  (867) 874-3180

Winter Hours (mid-September to mid-
May) -  8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00pm 
to 5:00pm Monday through Friday, Closed 
Saturday and Sunday

Summer Hours (Mid-May to September) 
- 8:00am to 8:00pm Monday through 
Thursday and 8:30am to 9pm Friday to 
Sunday.

Climate 
Hay River has a subarctic climate with 
short, warm summers. Though winter 
temperatures are typically below freezing, 
every month of the year has seen 
temperatures above 10°C. Bring warm 
clothes no matter what time of year you 
visit, as even the summer can cool down 
drastically in the evenings.

Services 
Emergency 
Fire 911 
Ambulance 911 
Hospital 867- 874-8000 
Emergency 911 
RCMP 911

Transportation Services 
Travel Alerts & Road Conditions 
1-800-661-0750 
www.dot.gov.nt.ca or @GNWT_DOT

Airlines 
First Air  1-800-267-1247 
Landa Aviation 867-874-3500 
Northwestern Air Lease 1-877-872-2216

Helicopter Service 
Denendeh Helicopters 867-874-3399 
Remote Helicopters 867-874-6999

Ground Transportation  
Island Taxi 867-876-2002 
Reliable Cabs 867-874-4444

Car Rentals 
Budget Car & Truck Rental  867-875-7677
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JEAN MARIE RIVER
Hunting, trapping and fishing are aspects 
of everyday life here. As well, Slavey arts 
and crafts are still made here. You will find 
gorgeous moose-hide clothing, such as 
jackets, gloves, slippers, moccasins and 
mittens, often with beautiful embroidered 
designs. Local artisans also specialize 
in moose hair tufting, an ancient and 
painstaking craft that creates unique three-
dimensional images on a fabric, hide or 
birchbark canvas.

As well, the people of Jean Marie River are 
willing to arrange any one of a number of 
real northern experiences for you – a canoe 
trip, river boat adventure in summer, or 
a trapline tour by snowmobile in winter. 
Call the band office at 867-809-2000 to 
find out more, or to book an experienced 
guide. In summer, don’t forget your fishing 
rod; the area is known for Arctic grayling, 
whitefish, northern pike and more.

KAKISA
Kakisa may be the NWT’s tiniest town 
with a population of under 50 residents, 
but it’s big on natural beauty. Accessible 
via a 13-kilometre, all-weather road from 
the Mackenzie Highway, it’s a paradise for 
bird-watchers, with bald and golden eagles 
soaring overhead and loons giving their 
haunting cry on nearby waters.

A gathering place for the Dene people of 
the north for generations, Kakisa has a 
small convenience store, gas bar and the 
River Front Motel, featuring three furnished 
rooms and spectacular views overlooking 
the Kakisa River. The local economy 
depends on hunting, trapping and fishing, 
with the catch often shared among 
community members.

One of the most spectacular local beauty 
spots is Lady Evelyn Falls, just a short 
walk from the parking lot at Lady Evelyn 
Falls Territorial Park, a campground and 
day-use park. You can take a picnic lunch 
right to the base of the falls and watch the 
magnificent cascade while you eat.

Kakisa is also a great spot for anglers, as 
Tathlina and Kakisa lakes offer pickerel 
(walleye) and northern pike. To book an 
experienced guide, call the band office at 
867-825-2000.

Don’t forget to buy a fishing license!
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NAHANNI BUTTE
Accessible only by air, river taxi or winter 
road, Nahanni Butte, with a population of 
only 87, is nonetheless a hub for visitors 
from around the world. It’s a starting point 
for trips into the Nahanni National Park 
Reserve and the Blackstone Territorial 
Park. Situated on the banks of the South 
Nahanni River where it meets the Liard 
River, this Dene community enjoys 
spectacular views of both the Nahanni and 
Liard mountain ranges.

The area is rich in wildlife: in fact, wood 
bison occasionally saunter into town. There 
are plenty of moose and boreal caribou 
abound, while even grizzly bears roam 

the mountains. As well, eagles, hawks and 
falcons soar overhead.

If you’d like to take home a tangible 
reminder of your visit, you’ll find beautifully 
made local arts and crafts, including 
birchbark baskets, moose-hide moccasins 
and moose hair tuftings.

There is limited accommodation in Nahanni 
Butte, but the Nahanni Butte Inn has four 
comfortable rooms and there is a café and 
general store.

Call the band office at 867-602-2900, 
where you’re sure to find someone who is 
willing to share a story or help a visitor.

SAMBAA K’E
Archaeological evidence suggests 
fishermen have been fishing at Sambaa K’e 
(formerly Trout Lake) for more than 2,000 
years. Not surprising, considering that 
community elders recall trophy catches 
weighing in at 60 pounds! Although you 
can only get there by air or winter road, 
it’s well worth the trip to this community 
of 106 to fish for lake trout, northern pike, 
grayling, pickerel and whitefish.

Although the Northwest Company 
established a fur trading post there in 
1796, Sambaa K’e did not become an 
organized community until the late 1960s 
and did not have electrical power until the 
1990s. It remains one of the most remote 
and traditional Northwest Territories 
communities, with an economy still rooted 
in hunting, trapping and fishing, plus 
tourism.

Be sure to stop by the band office to buy 
slippers, moccasins, mittens, birchbark 
baskets and other souvenirs. Only a short 
boat ride from the community is Sambaa 
K’e Fishing Lodge, a resort that offers 
anglers and nature lovers five rustic cabins 
with wood stoves. There’s also a central 
cabin with a kitchen, dining room and 
lounge. 
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WRIGLEY
Wrigley (pop. 119) sits at the 
northernmost point of the Mackenzie 
Highway, a scenic two-hour drive north 
of Fort Simpson. Wrigley is on the east 
bank of the Mackenzie River just below 
its junction with the Wrigley River. In the 
distance, the Franklin Mountains beckon 
to hikers, and, rising 1,200 feet above the 
water, the famous Roche Qui Trempe a 
l’Eau (“the Mountain With Its Feet in the 
Water”) lures photographers.

Originally called Old Fort Island, Wrigley 
was relocated to its present spot in 1965 
for easier access. The traditional Slavey 
lifestyle of hunting, fishing and trapping 
is still practised here, and many of the log 
cabin homes have adjacent teepees for 
smoking and drying the catch.

Wrigley’s economy has centred on the fur 
trade for many years and the area’s furs 
are renowned for their quality. Furs and 
hides are used in the creation of unique 
and beautiful items, such as jackets, 
moccasins and mitts, often adorned with 
intricate beadwork.

Outfitters in Wrigley can offer you a true 
northern adventure – Mackenzie River 
canoe trips, hiking in the Mackenzie 
Mountains, northern lights touring, fishing 
excursions, and much more.

Call the band office for more information 
at 867-581-3321.
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SOUTH SLAVE 
PARKS 
Alexandra Falls 
The first set of falls you come across as you 
drive into the territory is Alexandra Falls, 
located at the entrance to Twin Falls Gorge 
Territorial Park. This 114-foot 
cascade thunders down 
into a gorge and can 
be seen from a 
scenic overlook at 
the day-use area 
above. A short 
hiking trail links 
Alexandra Falls 
with Louise Falls 
and Escarpment Creek 
further down the river.

Louise Falls 
While only half the height of Alexandra 
Falls, the 50-foot Louise Falls are no less 
dramatic, as water cascades spectacularly 
into the gorge on five sides. A unique 138-
step spiral staircase leads to a viewpoint 
overlooking the three-tiered Louise Falls. 

A campground with 28 powered campsites 
and full-service is located nearby.

Escarpment Creek 
Located at the north end of Twin Falls 
Gorge Territorial Park, this small group 
camping site features 12 powered sites, 
shelter, picnic tables, and playground. A 
small footbridge takes visitors across the 
small creek where the waters plummet into 
the nearby canyon.

Kakisa River Territorial Park 
Keep going down the highway and 
you’ll come across this scenic picnic 
spot on the Kakisa River. Spend 
the day here and cast a line, as the 
fishing here is great.
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Lady Evelyn Falls Territorial Park 
This park can be found approximately seven 
kilometres off Highway 1 near the Dene 
community of Kakisa, and is just steps away 
from the 15-metre Lady Evelyn Falls. The 
campground features 23 powered campsites, 
showers, picnic areas, firewood, and excellent 
fishing. You can get closer to the falls by 
taking a trail down into the gorge.

Little Buffalo River 
Crossing Territorial Park 
You’ll find this small campground with 20 
non-powered sites on your way to Fort 
Resolution, down Highway 6. There are 
shelters, firewood, washrooms, and a boat 
launch.

Little Buffalo River Falls 
Take a drive down Highway 5 to Little 
Buffalo River Crossing Territorial Park, 
located just 50 kilometres north of Fort 
Smith. The park features a small set of falls 
that cascade into a pool of water and a 
day-use area containing a kitchen shelter, 
picnic tables, fire pits, and outhouses. 
There are six non-powered campsites. A 
boat launch with access to Little Buffalo 
River is nearby, as is the NWT entrance to 
Wood Buffalo National Park.  

McNallie Creek Territorial Park 
Head along Highway 1 from Hay River 
towards Yellowknife and you’ll come across 
this delightful little picnic area. Here, you’ll 
find a historical display on how McNallie 
Falls got its name, and a short trail that 
leads you to a viewing platform.

Sambaa Deh Falls 
Head about 240 kilometres west from 
Enterprise and you’ll reach Sambaa Deh 
Falls Territorial Park and its two spectacular 
waterfalls: Sambaa Deh Falls and Coral 
Falls. There is a new viewing platform 
overlooking the gorge. The park features 
20 non-powered campsites and a variety of 
hiking trails. Be sure to head a little further 
downstream for some excellent fishing.

60th Parallel Territorial Park 
Located just past the iconic 60th Parallel 
sign that welcomes you to the NWT, this 
campground features seven non-powered 
sites, a boat launch, showers, and a 
scenic picnic area overlooking the Hay 
River. Drop by the 60th Parallel Visitor 
Information Centre, located adjacent to the 
campground, to find a variety of services, 
such as fishing licenses, camping permits, 
drinking water, and fresh coffee.

Twin Falls GorgeTerritorial Park 
Located just south of Enterprise, this 
park features a trio of sites overlooking 
the spectacular Alexandra and Louise 
falls. The Alexandra Falls Day Use Area 
features sight-seeing and picnicking, while 
Louise Falls and Escarpment Creek offers 
28 powered campsites and full facilities. 
A walking trail links the scenic lookouts 
above both waterfalls.
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BEHCHOKǪ́
Behchokǫ́, near the North Arm of Great 
Slave Lake, is considered the largest 
First Nations community in Northwest 
Territories at more than 1,800 inhabitants.

Previously called Rae-Edzo, Behchokǫ́ was 
officially renamed upon the completion of 
the Tłı̨chǫ agreement in 2005. Behchokǫ́ 
translates into “Big Knife” in the Tłı̨chǫ 
language and is comprised of three 
proximate communities at Rae, Edzo, and 
Frank Channel.

The community hosts regular events, 
meetings, hand game tournaments, as well 
as other festivities that bring in welcome 
travellers from other areas of the NWT 
and beyond. The location is a great place 
to launch a memorable canoe trip into the 
Barrenlands and beyond, whether it be 
solo or with friends/family.

Behchokǫ́ also boasts a beautiful day use 
area at the North Arm Territorial Park, 
located on NWT Highway 3 at kilometre 
232.5, where visitors can enjoy an outdoor 
cookout or watch the waves roll in from 

Great Slave Lake. The Tłı̨chǫ and territorial 
government are currently building an 
campground at the location scheduled to 
open by 2023 so stay tuned! 

While in Behchokǫ́, adventurers can find 
beaded jackets, mitts, paintings, and other 
artworks crafted by Tłı̨chǫ residents.

Looking to make your way out to 
Behchokǫ́? The community is accessible 
by road from the Mackenzie Highway 
(or Highway 3), located about an hour 
northwest of Yellowknife.  

Accommodations are available by 
contacting the Tli Cho Hotel located in the 
heart of Behchokǫ́, or Winter Hawk Bed & 
Breakfast, located in Edzo, off Highway 3.

GAMÈTI
Gamètì is located along a chain of 
waterways connecting Great Slave Lake 
to Great Bear Lake. Gamètì, which means 
“rabbit-net lake” (‘Gamè’ meaning ‘rabbit’, 
and ‘tì’ means lake, or water), is one of four 
Tłı̨chǫ communities.

North SlaveNorth Slave
And YellowknifeAnd Yellowknife
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Formally known as Rae Lakes, Gamètì had 
its name changed following the completion 
of the Tłı̨chǫ Agreement in 2005.

Gamètì is situated in a traditional hunting 
area for Dene peoples. The community of 
250 speaks Dogrib (Tłı̨chǫ), some Slavey, 
and English. Gamètì is accessible by air 
from Yellowknife or via a 213-km winter 
road from Behchokǫ́ in winter. 

Canoe enthusiasts have been known to 
travel by air into Gamètì and then paddle 
their way back to Yellowknife through the 
Marian/Camsell River route, known in the 
Tlicho language as the “Idaa Trail.” 

LUTSEL K’E 
Canada’s newest national park community 
sits in the heart of Thaidene Nene National 
Park Reserve, designated in August 2019. 
This Chipewyan community of 300 takes 
pride in a traditional lifestyle that still 
depends on harvesting from the land for 
their livelihood. 

Lutsel K’e is nestled next to the Stark River, 
an excellent fishing spot for lake trout and 
Arctic grayling. Frontier Lodge, now owned 
by the Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation, sits 
across the river from the community. 

The area around the community is known 
for its stunning bluffs and deep waters. 
Great Slave Lake’s famous Redcliff Island is 

only a 20 km boat ride away. Great Slave’s 
deepest spot – 614 meters, making it the 
deepest lake in North America – is just 
around the corner from the community. 

Every August, the community hosts a 
spiritual gathering at Old Fort Reliance at 
the mouth of the Lockhart River, close to 
Pike’s Portage – the most commonly used 
overland route into the Barrenlands. The 
name Lutsel K’e is the Denesuline word 
for “place of the lutsel – or cisco – a small 
coldwater fish.

WEKWEÈTÌ
Wekweètì stands on rolling rock above the 
Snare River and is located 195 km north 
of Yellowknife. Formally known as Snare 
Lake, the name was changed via the Tłı̨chǫ  
agreement to Wekweètì in 2005.

Wekweètì, or “Rock Lake,” is home 
to around 130 Tłı̨chǫ residents whose 
ancestors used the area for hunting for 
generations. The community is only 
accessible through scheduled flights to 
Yellowknife, or by a seasonal winter road 
from January through March.

The smallest of the Tłı̨chǫ communities, 
Wekweètì became a permanent settlement 
around 1960 after Chief Alexis Arrowmaker 
brought several families from Behchokǫ́ in 
search of a more traditional lifestyle. 
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The settlement is very close to the tree 
line, where forest gives way to open tundra. 
Wekweètì is one of the closest communities 
to the Northwest Territories’ three diamond 
mines.

Wekweètì is also the closest community 
to the North Slave region’s main power 
supply - hydro from the Snare River.

WHATÌ
The Community of Whatì, formally 
known as Lac La Martre, boasts a healthy 
population of around 500 community 
members.

The community is now connected to the 
territory’s highway system following the 
opening of the 97 km Tłı̨chǫ Highway on 
Nov. 30, 2021.

Whatì, which is located on the eastern 
shore of Lac La Martre (about 164 km 
northwest of Yellowknife), it is the third 
largest lake in the Northwest Territories. 
The lake is a major fishing hotspot with 
some of the largest lake trout and northern 
pike on the planet. Nature lovers will also 
get a kick out of the area as it is also 
situated along North American north/south 
bird migration routes.

On top of the wildlife, another wondrous 
Whatì waypoint is the Whatì Waterfall (or 
Nailii, as it’s known in Tłı̨chǫ). The rapids 
underneath the falls are a good place to 
try fishing for Arctic grayling. The waterfall 
is only a short drive from Whatì, with 
operators in the area offering guided tours 
and to show off the excellent fishing spots.

During the spring and fall seasons, Whatì’s 
marshes host thousands of ducks, geese 
and other migratory species that gather 
here to feed. 

Members of the community participate 
in traditional activities including hunting, 
fishing, trapping and arts and crafts. 

More than 92 per cent of the community 
fluently speaks the Tłı̨chǫ language.
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YELLOWKNIFE
On the shores of Great Slave Lake, the 
deepest lake in North America and the 
tenth largest in the world, sits a modern 
city surrounded by untouched wilderness 
– Yellowknife. It’s a unique city, a tapestry 
woven by the Indigenous people who 
have occupied the surrounding land for 
thousands of years, the early explorers, 
and the modern adventurers who we have 
welcomed from around the world.

And now we welcome you, to take 
advantage of all our city has to offer – and 
to become part of our story!

Over the years, thousands of people from 
all over the world have visited Yellowknife. 
Not so surprising, perhaps, but what is 
surprising is the number of those who have 
stayed and made it their home. What is the 
allure of this little pocket of civilization set 
among a vast wilderness?

Maybe it’s our ancient cultures, enhanced 
by the traditions of newcomers. Could 
it be the chance to really connect with 
nature – to experience the freshest air on 
the planet? Perhaps it’s the endless lakes 
full of clean water and teeming with world-

class fish, or the biggest sky you have ever 
seen – a sky that can be full of shimmering 
northern lights, or graced by a sun that 
never really sets.

While Yellowknife has embraced its 
untouched landscape and traditions, it 
has evolved into a modern, energetic city. 
A city of contrasts where you can spend 
the night at an upscale hotel or cozy B&B, 
or “rough it” on the land; where you can 
enjoy delicious (and nutritious) traditional 
country foods, or sample cuisines from 
around the world. It’s a place where you 
can hike on ancient volcanic rock, or dance 
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on the sand while taking in live music; 
where you can drive a golf ball under the 
midnight sun in summer, or drive an ice 
road in the winter.

Whatever your northern adventure, we’re 
here to help make it unforgettable. Don’t 
be afraid to stop us on the street to ask 
for directions, or for recommendations on 
a good place to eat – we’ll even let you in 
on the local fishing hotspots! We’re hoping 
you enjoy your stay with us so much that 
you may even become one of our visitors 
that never leaves. Welcome.

 DENE CULTURE
The Yellowknives Dene are indigenous 
peoples who have always used the 
land around the Yellowknife River and 
Yellowknife Bay. The name Weledeh means 
Coney River (coney is a type of fish, also 
known as inconnu). They were one of the 
peoples of T’satsaot’ine, known for their 
knives and tools made from northern 
copper, and they thrived on the plentiful 
stocks of wild game and fish that abound 
in the North.

Today, the Yellowknives Dene live 
throughout the city and in two distinct 
settlements: Dettah and Ndilo.

Dettah is a small community with a 
population of 220, located east of the city 
across Yellowknife Bay. The name Dettah 
means “Burnt Point” in Tlicho, reflecting its 
rocky and almost treeless landscape. In the 
summer, it’s a mere 15-kilometre drive from 

the city along the Ingraham Trail. This drive 
is shortened considerably in the winter, 
when a 6-kilometre ice road is built across 
Yellowknife Bay.

Ndilo, meaning “End of the Point,” is 
located on the tip of Latham Island 
just past Old Town and is home to 
approximately 200 members of the 
Yellowknives Dene First Nation.

Visitors have expressed a growing interest 
in experiencing authentic Indigenous 
culture – you’ll find it at both these 
communities!

 WHAT TO SEE
NWT Legislative Assembly 
The 46,000-square-foot legislative 
assembly building is an example of 
elegantly inspired architecture designed to 
let in the most available light. The glass-
domed building on the shore of Frame 
Lake is anchored to the ground with 
indigenous stone. Inside the building are 
wonderful displays of art, including several 
paintings by famed Group of Seven artist, 
A.Y. Jackson.

Panels of zinc cover the exterior walls 
and roof, a northern material chosen for 
its subtle weathering qualities. If 
you walk around the 
building, you’ll 
note areas that 
represent 
the North’s 
ecosystems.
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Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre 
This impressive building on the shore of 
Frame Lake features a vast collection of 
items that showcase the NWT’s culture 
and heritage. You’ll find art and culture 
exhibits, music nights, and the opportunity 
to explore historical craftsmanship, 
storytelling and traditions. Opened in 1979 
by Prince Charles, it’s the home 
to the NWT Archives, a large 
selection of historical 
documents mostly 
accessible to the public.

Ragged Ass Road 
A short, unpaved 
residential street in 
Yellowknife’s Old Town, 
Ragged Ass Road was 
named by the late Lou Rocher, 
who owned property along it at the time. 
A poor prospecting season left Rocher and 
friends “ragged ass broke” and the street 
name was born. It has been described as 
“one of the most famous streets” in Canada. 
Singer Tom Cochrane’s 1995 album, Ragged 
Ass Road, includes a song about the road.  
The popular sign has been stolen in the 
past. Fortunately, visitors can find them for 
sale at most gift shops in the city.

Pilots’ Monument 
Perched high atop “The Rock” above 
Old Town, this monument celebrates the 
aviators who helped build the North. 
Taking the hike up the six-story staircase 
will reward you with a panoramic view 
of Old Town, downtown and Yellowknife 
Bay. Watch for float planes taking off and 
landing.

Wildcat Cafe 
Built in 1937, the Wildcat Café thrived on 
the business of bush pilots, prospectors 
and other early settlers of the Yellowknife 
area who ventured north in search of 
gold. By 1939, it became the city’s first ice 

cream emporium. Unfortunately, 
the passage of time was not 
kind to the Wildcat, and it was 
abandoned. In 1976, a group 
of residents formed the Old 

Stope Association, organized to 
resurrect the once-treasured café.

After a major renovation that 
involved re-building the log cabin from 

the ground up, the Wildcat is once again 
open to the public as a summer restaurant. 
The building is a United Nations World 
Heritage site, and in 1992, was declared a 
City of Yellowknife Heritage Site. Visitors 
are invited to Old Town to take a step 
back in time and enjoy a meal at one of 
Yellowknife’s best known and most loved 
historic landmarks.

 SUMMER ACTIVITIES
You don’t need to leave Canada to 
experience a different world this summer. 
Yellowknife’s summer days are long. 
Amazingly long. In fact, Environment 
Canada has reported us as the sunniest city 
in Canada. In summer, you’ll experience 
close to 24 hours of daylight – perfect for 
discovering all we have to offer! Wilderness 
hiking trails beckon – some just a few 
minutes’ walk from the downtown area. 
Fish, boat or swim in the endless lakes, 
filled with some of the cleanest, freshest 
water in the world. Fall under the spell 
of waterfalls, both grand and serene. 
Camp under the midnight sun. Enjoy 
uniquely northern festivals where you can 
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experience Indigenous culture, take in 
performers from across Canada and the 
world, and savour traditional foods and 
multi-national cuisines. Welcome to our 
world!

Fore! 
Get ready for one of the most unique golf 
games you’ll ever play. The Yellowknife 
Golf Club features an 18-hole course with 
sand fairways and artificial tee boxes and 
greens. After your game, grab a bite and a 
cold one on the patio of the fully licensed 
clubhouse. The course is home to the 
Canadian North Midnight Classic, a 24-hour 
tournament played the weekend of June 
21, the longest day of the year. Tee off is at 
midnight, with the sun still up.

Hiker’s Heaven 
Be sure to pack your hiking boots, as 
the Yellowknife area is criss-crossed 
with trails ranging from the well-marked 
and well-trod to those found far off the 
beaten track. Go prepared with bug spray, 
sunscreen, a hat, water and snacks.

Yellowknife is in the heart of black bear 
country, so be sure to make noise as you 
hike so they keep their distance. Pick up 
a copy of Safety in Grizzly and Black Bear 
Country from local or regional offices 
of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources or online at www.enr.
gov.nt.ca. as a guide to avoiding any 
surprise encounters.

McMahon Frame Lake Trail 
This 9-kilometre path is popular with 
Yellowknifers. It loops around Frame Lake 
and can be accessed from several spots 
close to downtown, including City Hall, 
the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 
Centre and the Legislative Assembly. The 
east side of the lake is mostly paved and 
takes you on a tame journey by City Hall, 
Niven Beach and Ruth Inch Memorial Pool. 
Continuing past Stanton Territorial Hospital 
puts you into the rugged Precambrian 
Shield, where you can choose to make 
your way to Bristol Monument, a historic 
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freighter aircraft mounted on a 
pedestal across from the airport, 
or hike along the west shore of 
Frame Lake towards the Legislative 
Assembly.

The trail features a number of 
informative displays that highlight the 
area’s wildlife and vegetation.

Prospector’s Trail 
Hike this 4-kilometre trail to learn 
about the world-renowned geology of 
Yellowknife’s gold-laden Precambrian 
Shield rock. This trail loops around 
Fred Henne Territorial Park, and will 
take you over rock formations, across 
boardwalks, and along narrow trails. 
A trail guide can be picked up at the 
park gatehouse.

Niven Lake Trail 
This trail features some of the best 
bird watching in the city. It can be 
accessed by taking the sidewalk from 
the Explorer Hotel to the Chateau 
Nova. The crosswalk will take you to 
the Legislative Assembly and Prince of 
Wales Northern Heritage Centre.

The Niven Lake Trail is 2 kilometres 
long and circles a picturesque lagoon 
teeming with wildlife. Look for grebes, 
sandpipers, gulls, warblers, loons, 
ravens and more while in Yellowknife.

 BOAT LAUNCHES
• Fred Henne Territorial Park Boat 

Launch
• Great Slave Lake: Old Town and 

Giant Mine
• Vee Lake
• Prosperous Lake
• Madeline Lake
• Pontoon Lake
• Prelude Lake
• Powder Point/Prelude East
• Reid Lake
• Tibbitt Lake

 CAMPING
You don’t have to go far to experience 
great camping under the midnight sun.

Fred Henne Territorial Park is located 
on the outskirts of town, across from 
the airport. Sitting on Long Lake, this 
campground offers full campsite facilities, 
a shower building, two RV dump stations 
and two rentable kitchen shelters. There’s 
also a day-use area with a sand beach, 
boat launch, picnic area and playground.

Dotted along the Ingraham Trail you’ll 
find a number of other territorial parks 
and day-use areas, ideal for a day trip or 
camping. The largest campground, Prelude 
Lake Territorial Park, is about a half-hour 
drive from downtown. The park contains 
full campsite facilities, a shower building, 
an RV dump station, a playground, boat 
launch and small beach. There are also 
two hiking trails within the park, and the 
marina offers boat rentals.

Drive another 35 km past Prelude to find 
Reid Lake Territorial Park, another great 
camping spot. You’ll find non-powered 
campsite facilities, an RV dump station, 
a shower building, beach and boat 
launch. The campground also features a 
playground and a kitchen shelter available 
for rentals.

You can make campsite reservations at any 
of these three campgrounds at nwtparks.ca.
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Prelude 
lake 
A 30-minute 
drive from 
Yellowknife, 
Prelude is a 
fantastic area for a day trip or overnight 
camping. Walk the Prelude Panoramic Trail 
along the boardwalk and try casting from 
the shore – with luck, you’ll find a lake 
trout at the end of your line. If you rent 
a boat at the marina, be sure to ask for 
directions to Tango Rock, a popular spot 
where you’re almost guaranteed to hook  
a trout.

Yellowknife River 
Located a short drive from Yellowknife 
on the Ingraham Trail, this spot is ideal 
for a picnic lunch and casting from shore. 
Find pike, inconnu (a type of whitefish), 
and pickerel in certain seasons. The more 
adventurous can rent a boat and troll as 
you cruise the river.

Pontoon lake 
Cast your line from the rocks right by 
the highway and you may be rewarded 
with a pike. This lake is also excellent for 
paddling.

Hidden Lake 
One of the best spots near the city where 
lake trout are plentiful. Try trolling or 
casting with flashy spinners and spoons 
in spring and fall to land a one-to-three 
kilogram fish.

When the heat of summer rolls around 
you’ll have to fish deep – frozen ciscoes 
and extra weight will help. Hidden Lake 
can be accessed from Powder Point on the 
Ingraham Trail. Just take a leisurely canoe 
or kayak trip across the Cameron River to 
find the first of three portages. If you don’t 
have access to a boat, you can get to the 
lake via the Cameron River Falls hiking trail.

Arsonic is found at naturally low levels in 
the water of many NWT rivers and lakes. 
However, past gold mining activities 
have resulted in additional quantities of 
arsenic being released in the immediate 
environment surrounding the City of 
Yellowknife. Avoid swimming, fishing and 
harvesting berries, mushrooms and other 
edible plants around:
• David Lake • Fox Lake
• Frame Lake • Gar Lake
• Handle Lake • Jackfish Lake
• Kam Lake • Meg Lake
• Peg Lake • Rat Lake
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 WINTER ACTIVITIES
You’ve probably heard that Yellowknife 
winters are cold. We can confirm that.

But we can also tell you about the brilliant 
sunlight that occurs in winter – causing the 
pristine snow that covers the landscape 
to resemble a sparkly white blanket. We 
can tell you about the awe-inspiring light 
show known as the aurora, and that in 
Yellowknife you’ll experience the best 
viewing in the world. We’ll let you in on 
another secret too – we live in a semi-arid 
climate, which means that if you’re dressed 
right (the secret is layered clothing) you’ll 
be very comfortable, and ready to enjoy a 
true northern winter. Maybe a dogsled ride 
out on the trails? Perhaps some ice fishing 
is more to your liking. Or you can party 
like a local at one of our outdoor events. 
Whatever your fancy, there’s plenty to do 
during a Yellowknife winter – so grab a 
toque and get out there!

Mush!  
Don’t miss the chance to go for an 
authentic dog sled ride. You sit nearly at 
the level of the dogs as they eagerly race 
through the snow. It’s incredible to feel 
so connected to the earth and animals. 
Yellowknife has experienced mushers, 
world champions included, who run 
tours and teach visitors how to manage 
a dog team. Try dog sledding under the 
aurora for the experience of a lifetime. Be 
sure to check out the annual Canadian 
Championship Dog Derby, one of the oldest 
sled dog races in North America.

DID YOU KNOW?

The winter chill has helped create our 
own global celebrities – “King of the 
Road” Alex Debogorski, of History 
Channel’s Ice Road Truckers fame 
and “Buffalo” Joe McBryan, owner of 
Buffalo Airways and star of Ice Pilots 
NWT.
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Visit a Castle 
What started as a small snow playground 
for children more than 15 years ago has 
evolved into a magical snow castle for 
young and old alike. As Yellowknife Bay 
freezes over, the Snowking and his band 
of merry helpers begin construction on 
the castle. When March arrives, the castle 
opens its frozen doors for the annual 
Snowking Winter Festival, a month-
long event that includes art shows, 
performances and concerts.

Hit the Trails  
With more than 14 kilometres of groomed 
trails and one of the longest 
winter seasons in Canada, 
Yellowknife is the perfect 
place to snap into a pair 
of cross-country skis. 
It’s a great combination 
of sightseeing and a 
workout. Head over to 
the Yellowknife Ski Club, 
located on the Ingraham 
Trail about 2.5 kilometres 
past the Explorer Hotel, to enjoy 
trails tailored for beginners to the expert. 
Non-members pay a daily fee for trail use.

Visit www.skiyellowknife.com for more 
information.

Drive an Ice Road 
Channel your inner ice road trucker and 
drive the six-kilometre Dettah Ice Road 
that links Yellowknife to the First Nations 
community of Dettah during the winter 
months. You can find the start of it just 
off School Draw Avenue. It is safe to drive 
once the Department of Transportation 
gives the green light.

Dancing Skies 
The secret is out – Yellowknife is the best 
place in the world to see the northern light 
or aurora borealis.

The aurora are most likely to be seen on 
cloudless nights from mid-November to 

the beginning of April. Several 
tour operators in the area 
offer aurora viewing, often 
combined with dog sledding and 
snowmobile excursions. There 

are numerous legends about the 
aurora, and once you’ve seen the 

bands of green, pink, purple, red and 
white dance in the sky, it’s easy to believe 
they’re magic.

 LIGHTHOUSES 
A series of lighthouses in different areas 
of Yellowknife help bring early warning 
detection for incoming northern lights. 
One of them is located downtown on the 
rooftop of Sushi North. The lighthouses 
were erected in 2013 as part of a Northern 
Lighthouse Project by Astronomy North, a 
non-profit society which aims to increase 
public awareness about space weather and 
aurora.

Lighthouse Locations:
• Northern Utilities (353 Old Airport Rd)
• Aurora Ford (20 Old Airport Rd)
• Sushi North (4910 Franklin Ave)
• Gallery of the Midnight Sun  

(5005 Bryson Dr)

Laura W
hittle Photo

Zdena K
underlik Photo



NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 2022 VISITORS GUIDE76



NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 2022 VISITORS GUIDE 77

The lighthouses flash three colours: blue when 
conditions are quiet, green when conditions are 
considered normal, and red when space weather 
is active or stormy.

If a lighthouse is flashing red, an earth-directed 
solar event is taking place and solar particles are 
due to arrive within 24 to 48 hours. It provides 
plenty of time for aurora watchers to prepare 
and get their cameras ready.

Viewers of the lighthouses are encouraged 
to visit northernlighthouse.ca for detailed 
information about space weather and aurora 
conditions.

 AURORA WATCHING
The Western Arctic is home to some of the best 
aurora borealis displays in North America, and 
every year, hundreds of visitors come North just 
to see this brilliant display of light. The lights were 
once thought to be the expression of spirits, as 
a magical and unexplainable phenomenon, but 
science today has unraveled the mystery of the 
northern lights.

Solar wind is a cloud of ion particles emitted from 
the sun as it burns. When this cloud of particles 
reaches Earth and comes into contact with the 
magnetic field, some particles 
are pulled into the ionosphere 
where they collide with 
gases present in the air. 
This interaction between 
the solar wind and 
gases creates the aurora 
phenomenon.

Occasionally, solar flares will 
occur, releasing a larger than 

 AURORA  
PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS
Capturing the northern lights is 
a tricky affair, but well worth it 
for the amazing photos it can 
produce. Here are a few hints on 
how to get that perfect picture.

 CAPTURE THE DANCE 
A long exposure is needed to 
absorb as much of the dancing 
light as you can. Three to ten 
seconds is usually sufficient.

 GET STEADY 
Use a tripod and a remote trigger 
or the camera’s timer so you 
don’t touch the camera to avoid 
hand jitters as the photo is taken.

 EXPERIMENT 
Steer clear of the “Auto” setting 
on your camera—manual settings 
will give you the most control 
over the quality of your photo. 
Use long exposure times, a wide 
angle lens with a wide aperture 
(f.4 – f.8), and high ISO (400 or 
more) for the best results.

 STAY WARM 
The best lights happen when 
the temperatures drop (-20° to 
-40°C) so bundle up and wear 
layers.

 EXPLORE 
There are many beautiful 
places to watch the northern 
lights around the territory and 

landscapes with the aurora 
shining brightly above it 
make for some of the 
best photos. Find that 
perfect spot, bring plenty 
of memory cards or your 
favourite analog film, and 

happy shooting!
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normal cloud of particles from the sun and 
creating a spectacular light show that can 
be seen as far south as the central United 
States!

The aurora are most likely to be seen on 
cloudless nights from mid-November to 
the beginning of April. There are numerous 
legends about the aurora, and once you’ve 
seen the bands of green, pink, purple, red 
and white dance in the sky, it’s easy to 
believe they’re magic. But there is science 
behind this great natural wonder. Though 
viewable from within town, they are best 
seen away from the lights of civilization.

For more information about the aurora 
borealis, or to check the aurora forecast in 
your area for the best time to go out, visit 
astronomynorth.com.

 DIAMONDS
More than 25 years ago, an amazing 
discovery by prospector Charles Fipke and 
geologist Dr. Stuart Blusson led to Canada 

becoming the third largest producer by 
value of diamonds worldwide. The pair 
began an epic 12 year, 700 kilometre search 
in the early 1980s, looking for the source of 
”indicator minerals,” tiny bits of colourful 
gravel. They started near Norman Wells 
in the Mackenzie River Valley tracking 
eastward where Fipke found his source and 
89 tiny diamonds, some of gem quality, at 
Point Lake. The discovery led to the largest 
staking rush in Canadian history and the 
development of 
several major 
mines.

A process 
millions of 
years  
in the 
making
As Yellowknife’s 
two gold mines 
– Giant Mine and Con 
Mine – were sunsetting, the establishment 
of two new diamond mines was a stroke 
of good fortune. The Ekati Diamond Mine 
commenced production in 1998, and Diavik 
Diamond Mine soon followed in 2003. A 
third mine, De Beers’ Snap Lake (now under 
care and maintenance), started producing 
diamonds in 2008, while a fourth, Gahcho 
Kué, started production in 2016. At 2.5 
billion years, the rocks of the Taiga Shield 
are some of the oldest in the world. Cutting 
through this ancient rock are younger 
kimberlite pipes – igneous rocks that are 
remnants of ancient volcanoes and often 
contain diamonds. The kimberlite at Lac de 
Gras erupted around 55 million years ago 
and originates more than 100 Canadian 
diamonds are known for their whiteness 
and gem quality, and are highly sought 
after. You can learn more about the North’s 
spectacular gems by visiting the NWT 
Diamond Centre, located in the heart of 
downtown Yellowknife. Several exhibits 
showcase the NWT’s mining process, 
and visitors will have the opportunity to 
purchase a diamond mined in the NWT.
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 VISITOR INFORMATION
Climate
Yellowknife has a highly variable climate, 
with very cold winters and mild-to-warm 
summers. If you’re planning to visit in the 
spring or fall, make sure to pack clothes 
for both warm and cold weather, as the 
temperature at that time of year can 
fluctuate widely.

General Information
Northwest Territories Tourism 
Toll-Free: 1-800-661-0788 
www.spectacularnwt.com

City of Yellowknife 
867-920-5600 
www.yellowknife.ca

Emergency
Fire/Ambulance/police 911 
Hospital   867-669-4111

Operators
Ahmic Air Flightseeing Tours 
867-920-4400 
www.ahmicair.com

Arctic Tours Canada 
867-446-7335 
867-444-7337 
www.arctictourscanada.ca

B. Dene Adventures 
867-444-0451 
867-445-4520 
www.bdene.com

Enodah Wilderness Travel 
867-444-9591 
www.enodah.com

North of 60 Aurora Adventures 
867-446-6061 
northof60auroraadventures.com

Yellowdog Lodge 
403-668-9936 
www.yellowdoglodge.ca

Galleries & Museums
NWT Diamond Centre 
www.nwtdiamondcentre.com 
867-920-7108 
5105 - 49th Street

Prince of Wales  
Northern Heritage Centre 
4750 - 48th Street 
867-767-9347 www.pwnhc.ca

Dining & Drinking
Bullock’s Bistro 
www.facebook.com/BullocksBistro 
3534 Weaver Drive 
Licensed. 867-873-3474
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Coyote’s Bistro on Franklin 
867-873-8880 
www.coyotesyk.com

Fin Dining by Fishy People 
3505 McDonald Drive 
Licensed. (867) 447-0603

Javaroma (3 locations) 
www.javaroma.ca 
Main Level Northwest Tower 
5201 Franklin Avenue 
867-669-0725

Quarry Restaurant & 
Lounge 
www.novahotels.ca/
chateau-nova-yellowknife/
eat-drink 
Chateau Nova  
4751-48th Street 
Licensed. 867-766-6682

Trader’s Grill 
www.explorerhotel.ca/
traders-grill

The Explorer Hotel 
Licensed. 867-873-3531 
or toll-free 1-800-661-0892

Trapline Lounge 
www.explorerhotel.ca/
trapline-lounge 

The Explorer Hotel 
867-873-3531 
or toll-free 1-800-661-0892

The Monkey Tree Pub 
867-920-4914 
monkeytree.pub

Accommodations
Anderson Thomson Tower 
www.polardevelopments.com 
5300 - 49th Street 
867-873-5701

Aurora Bayside Inn 
867-444-8528 
aurorabaysideinn.ca

Capital Suites 
www.capitalsuites.ca 
5603 - 50th Avenue 
867-669-6400

Chateau Nova Yellowknife 
www.novahotels.ca 
4571 - 48th Street 
867-766-6682

The Explorer Hotel 
www.explorerhotel.ca 
4825 - 49th Avenue 
1-800-661-0892 
Front Desk: 867-873-3531

Watermark Tower 
www.polardevelopments.com 
4503 - 52nd Avenue 
867-873-5701

Shops
Arctic Farmer Landscaping 
867-873-2369 
arcticfarmer.com

Arctic Jewellers 
867-669-8884 
arcticjewellers.com

Borealis Kennels & Pet 
Specialties 
867-873-3688

Gallery of the Midnight Sun 
5005 Bryson Drive 
867-873-8064

Northern Souvenirs 
867-873-9696 
#8-4905-48th Street

NWT Diamond Centre 
www.nwtdiamondcentre.com 
867-920-7108 
5105 49 Street

Old Town Glassworks 
www.oldtownglassworks.com 
867-669-7654 
3510 McDonald Drive
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Overlander Sports 
867-873-2474 
overlandersports.com

Quality Furniture 
www.qualityfurniturenwt.com 
867-873-2004 
4610 Franklin Avenue

Sutherland’s Drugs 
www.sutherlandsdrugs.ca 
867-873-4555 
4910 Franklin Avenue

Yk Sweets 
yksweets60@gmail.com

McTurks Sausages 
867-688-8804 
alaistermcturk@hotmail.com

Recreation
Multiplex Arena 
41 Kam Lake Road 
867-669-3457

Ruth Inch Memorial Pool 
6002 Franklin Avenue 
Schedule:867-920-5682 
Registration & bookings: 
867-920-5683

Yellowknife  
Community Arena 
6004 Franklin Avenue 
867-920-5621

Yellowknife Curling Centre 
6008 Franklin Avenue 
867-873-4805 
www.yellowknifecurling.com

Yellowknife Golf Course 
Highway 3

Yellowknife  
Gymnastics Club 
41 Kam Lake Road -  
located in the Multiplex 
867-920-7771

Yellowknife Fieldhouse 
45 Kam Lake Road 
867-669-3461

Yellowknife Ski Trails 
Highway 4 (Ingraham Trail)

Transportation  
Services
Travel Alerts & Road 
Conditions 
1-800-661-0750 
www.dot.gov.nt.ca or @
GNWT_DOT

Airlines
Ahmic Air     
867-920-4400 
www.ahmicair.com

Summit Air 
867-765-0914 
flysummitair.com

Yellowknife Airport     
867-767-9091

Helicopter Service
Acasta HeliFlight Inc.    
867-873-3306 
www.acastaheliflight.com

Ground Transportation
City Cab    867-873-4444 
www.ykcitycab.com

Yellowknife Transit     
867-920-5600 
www.yellowknife.ca/en/
living-here/ 
transit.asp

Car Rentals/Boat 
Rentals
Ahmic Air    867-920-4400 
www.ahmicair.com

Budget Rent A Car     
 867-920-9209 
www.budget.ca

National Car Rental     
867-920-2970 
www.nationalcar.ca

Ferries 
NWT Ferry 
Operations 1-800-661-0750 
www.inf.gov.nt.ca/en/ferries

See You  
  Soon!!!
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THE NAHANNI 
The very name of the Nahanni implies 
northern adventure – it’s been used in 
novels, movies, songs and much more. The 
park, at nearly 5,000 square kilometres, is 
enormous and most outdoors enthusiasts 
acknowledge Nahanni as one of the 
world’s greatest adventure rivers. Its 
canyons are Canada’s deepest, and Virginia 
Falls, at more than 90 metres – nearly 
twice the height of Niagara Falls – is a 
spectacular must-see.

The area has a long and occasionally dark 
history. Ancestors of the modern Dene 
people lived and hunted in the area for 
thousands of years, and one ancient group, 
the mysterious Naha, is part of a legend 
that has been handed down through 
many generations. In the 1800s, when 
Euro-Canadians flocked to the northwest 
looking for gold, there were mysterious 
deaths among prospectors, giving rise to 
local place names such as Headless Creek, 
Deadmen Valley, Funeral Range and more.

Nowadays, it’s a pristine wilderness. The 
National Park Reserve is full of diverse 

wildlife, at least 40 species of mammals, 
including wolves, grizzly bears, moose, 
caribou, Dall sheep and mountain goats. 
The bird life includes peregrine falcons, 
golden eagles, bald eagles, trumpeter 
swans and more than 150 other species.

THAIDENE NËNÉ
Thaidene Nëné (Th-eye-den-nay Nen-nay) 
is an Indigenous Protected Area of more 
than 26,000 square kilometres in the 
Northwest Territories. It’s name translates 
as “the Land of the Ancestors” from the 
Dënesųłiné (Deh-nay-soo-li-nay) language. 
At its core is Thaidene Nene National 
Park Reserve, Canada’s newest national 
park. Here is the place where the barrens 
and subarctic boreal forest converge on 
the shore of one of the world’s largest 
freshwater lakes in a stunning display of 
rugged, northern beauty on the East Arm 
of Great Slave Lake.

Management of Thaidene Nene National 
Park Reserve is shared with the Indigenous 
governments who have a cultural 
connection to the landscape: Łutsël K’é 

Visit aVisit a
National ParkNational Park
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Dene First Nation, Northwest Territory 
Métis Nation, Deninu Kųę First Nation,  
and Yellowknives Dene First Nation. This is 
a culturally rich and spiritually significant 
area, where the continued relationship 
between the land and Indigenous people 
highlights the importance of protected 
areas.

Dënesųłiné is part of the Dene language 
family and is also known as Chipewyan or 
Dene. It is one of the 11 official languages 
of the Northwest Territories. With more 
than 13,000 speakers reported in the 2016 
Census, it is the most widely spoken Dene 
language in Canada.

The newly-recognized protected area made 
the New York Times’ 2022 compilation of 
world attractions worth seeing: 52 Places 
For a Changed World

ARTS AND 
CRAFTS
Both native and non-native artists from 
across the Northwest Territories create 
paintings in a wide range of media, inspired 
by the drama of the Northern landscape. 
Bone, wood and hide are often used to 
make detailed replicas of Inuit implements, 
such as tools, harpoons, drums and 
miniature kayaks. Jewelry is also popular, 
crafted from materials like walrus tusk 
ivory, moose hair, beads, feathers, silver 
and gold. Artisans combine these elements 
into beautiful, uniquely northern pieces.

Studios across the Arctic are world- 
famous for their hand-made prints, 
boasting powerful designs, colours 
and stories. Delicate tapestries from 
Pangnirtung, Nunavut, embroidered wall 
hangings from Dene and Inuit communities, 
and stone carvings from across the Arctic 
are just some of the beautiful pieces of art 
awaiting shoppers and collectors.

Traditional 
Arts and 
Fine Crafts 
Traditionally 
made 
clothing and 
accessories 
are an important 
glimpse into the NWT’s 
history and helps to preserve its rich 
Indigenous cultures. Hunting and trapping 
have a significant history in the NWT 
where wildlife is sustainably harvested 
and nothing goes to waste. Traditionally 
tanned hide provides a durable canvas 
for an artist’s creative designs. It can take 
more than one month of dedicated time 
and years of practice to tan a hide so fewer 
artisans are practicing this labour-intensive 
craft, which is reflected in its price point 
in the marketplace. In stores and galleries, 
look for this beautiful caramel coloured 
material with a distinct smoke-smell in 
items such as hair barrettes, brooches, 
moccasins and mukluks. Sealskin, and wild 
furs such as muskrat, wolverine or rabbit, 
embellish traditional artwork and provide 
natural warmth, softness and beauty.

Contemporary Arts and Fine Crafts
The NWT is unique in that much of its 
contemporary art is inspired by its rich 
Indigenous history using traditional 
patterns, styles and techniques, while 
a culturally diverse population brings 
other genres and styles in the artistic 
mix. Diversity allows artists in the NWT to 
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experiment with both 
new and old materials 
and techniques. 
The result is a 
unique display 
of contemporary 
artwork that reflects 
what is happening in 
our modern society in the 
NWT. Many artists are inspired 
by the pristine and beautiful landscape 
of this vast territory in all its seasons. 
Influenced by their intimate relationship 
with nature and experiences on the land, 
their artwork shares stories about living in 
this unique part of Canada.

Sculpture and carving 
Carvers can be found across the NWT, 
drawing inspiration from ancient stories, 
traditional knowledge and personal 
experiences. The use of raw materials from 
the land, such as bone, stone, ivory and 
muskox horn reflect the unique bond that 
northern artists have with nature. Stone 
carvers must source their raw material 
from other areas, as suitable carving stone 
is very difficult to access in many regions 
of the territory. No matter the source of 
the raw material, artists eloquently capture 
stories or legends from their ancestors, 
create images of northern wildlife, or 
simply carve from pure imagination.

Traditionally, sculptures were carved out 
of soapstone—a relatively soft stone with 
high talc content—and was used as a 
medium for thousands of years.

Inspiration for many of these carvings 
comes from ancient stories, traditional 
knowledge and personal experience.

One of the most popular themes is 
wildlife—dancing bears, walrus, muskoxen, 
geese, eagles and caribou are all popular 
subjects. Sculptures of drummers, dancers, 
hunters and spirits are also common.

Printmaking 
Printmaking is a process that involves 

transferring an image from a 
carved or etched plate onto a 
sheet of paper by hand, and is a 
collaborative effort between the 
artist and printmaker. Drawings 
are made onto plates made of zinc 
or stone, which are then etched to 

hold ink. Inks of different colours are 
mixed and applied by hand or roller 

to the plate, and then special paper is 
placed over it. Both pieces are then run 
through a press, transferring the ink to the 
paper.

Etchings, lithographs and stonecuts are the 
most popular forms of printmaking. 

Performing Arts 
The diverse population of the NWT fosters 
performing artists of all disciplines to work 
in collaboration, sharing their cultures and 
merging their talents to create unique 
performances. From contemporary singer/
songwriters to traditional drum dancing 
and singing, each performance has a story 
to share.

The Northern Arts and Cultural Centre in 
the capital city of Yellowknife, is a 297-seat 
theatre, and provides a professional venue 
for local and visiting performers alike. In 
the smaller communities, festivals and 
events that celebrate the seasons would 
not be complete without the excitement 
and fun of local music and dancing.

Film and Media Arts 
Professional northern filmmakers, digital 
artists and photographers continue to 
capture the beauty of the land and tell the 
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stories of its people on film. The northern 
landscape is so unique and different from 
any other part of the world, that people 
are mystified and entranced by images. For 
many, the images and footage captured 
by artists provide a sneak peek into the 
incredible NWT.

Literary Arts 
The NWT holds endless inspiration 
for literary artists. Some find tales in 
wild animals or drastic changes of the 
landscape through the seasons. Others 
write about the intriguing lifestyles of the 
people who call this remote part of the 
world home. For people who might never 
visit here in person, literary artists play an 
important role in sharing the stories of this 
majestic and unique part of Canada.

WILD AND 
FREE
The North’s pristine wilderness is home 
to a variety of wildlife, and the Dehcho 
and Nahanni regions are particularly 
blessed. Wood bison are often seen along 
our roadways, woodland caribou and 
moose inhabit our woods and wetlands, 
and magnificent Dall sheep cling to 
rocky outcrops. The area is also a birders 

paradise – with bald eagles soaring 
overhead, and many songbirds and 
waterbirds making the area their summer 
home. You’ll likely see some of our wildlife, 
so be sure to pack your camera and keep 
a sharp eye! Here are just a few of the 
animals you may encounter.

Dall Sheep 
With their large curled horns and white 
coats, Dall sheep are one of the most 
spectacular animals in the North. These 
native sheep are found in the Mackenzie 
and Richardson mountains and are well 
adapted to cold temperatures and their 
rugged habitat.

Graceful and agile, they have a good sense 
of smell and excellent eyesight. Their 
agility on the slopes allows them to quickly 
escape from predators. Rams roam in small 
groups of three to 10. An adult ram weighs 
between 80 and 100 kilograms. The one 
with the largest horns in any group is the 
dominant male.

Wood Bison 
Cousins of the plains bison, wood bison are 
North America’s largest land mammals.

A wood bison bull is an impressive sight, 
measuring over 1.8 metres at the shoulder 
and weighing over 1,000 kilograms. They 
have adapted well to our cold climate with 
woolly undercoats covered by longer guard 
hairs. They have a keen sense of smell, but 
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poor vision. Although mature 
bulls are usually solitary, cows 
form groups with the youngsters 
to protect them from their main 
enemy: the timber wolf. The 
Mackenzie Wood Bison herd is the 
world’s largest free-ranging herd of 
disease-free wood bison.

When driving, be cautious if there are 
bison on the road. At times, especially at 
dusk, they can be difficult to see. Bison will 
charge and can move very quickly. You’re 
advised to stop at least 100 metres away, 
stay in your vehicle, and let them pass.

Caribou 
The annual caribou migrations see 
thousands of animals on the move from 
their winter feeding grounds to their 
calving grounds near the arctic ocean. 
Barren-ground caribou are the most 
abundant subspecies in the Northwest 
Territories. Some caribou populations 
migrate farther than any other terrestrial 
mammal, travelling up to 5,000 kilometres 
a year, and covering 1,000,000 square 
kilometres.

Adult males average 110 centimetres high 
at the shoulder and weigh between 100 
kilograms and 140 kilograms.

Both males and females grow antlers and 
among deer, caribou have the largest 
antlers relative to body size.

They are the main food source for many 
Indigenous people and their hides are 
made into clothing, such as jackets, 
footwear and gloves.

Moose 
Historically moose were an important 
resource for Indigenous people and, for 
many, it remains so today.

There are about 20,000 moose in 
the NWT. A massive animal, 

moose stand about two 
metres at the shoulder 
and males weigh on 
average 500 kilograms 
but can weigh up to 
750 kilograms. 

Their long legs are ideal 
for getting through the 

wilderness terrain – deep 
snow, muskeg and bush. Males 

grow impressive antlers.

First Nations people hunt moose as a 
staple food. A single moose yielding as 
much as, 300 kilograms of meat.

Moose hides are traditionally tanned and 
are then used for making garments, like 
mukluks, gauntlets, jackets and pouches, as 
well as native handicrafts.  

Grizzly Bear 
About 3,500 grizzlies call the NWT home, 
with the largest concentration living in 
the Mackenzie Mountains. A full grown 
male grizzly bear is an awesome sight: 
1.8b metres tall and weighing up to 300 
kilograms. Females are smaller and weigh 
between 95 and 170 kilograms.

Although it is thought that grizzly’s diet 
is mostly made up of plants, they are 
powerful predator, and will hunt large 
game if they have opportunity. A male 
grizzly bear’s range can be over 2,000 
square kilometres.
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FISHING IN   
THE NWT
Ready to land the big one?

Flying out to a remote wilderness fishing 
lodge can be the adventure of a lifetime. 
There are plenty to choose from, with 
experienced guides and ranging from all-
inclusive to rustic. Check under “Lodges” in 
the Accommodations Directory at the back 
of this guide for more information.

The fish in the Northwest Territories are 
legendary and there’s plenty of opportunity 
around make a great fish story to go home 
with. To get the most out of your fishing 
trip, follow these tips:

• Have your fishing license with you at all 
times

• Use barbless hooks; they are mandatory 
for sport fishing in the NWT

• Stay within the daily catch and 
possession limit

• Stay safe by practicing safe boating, 
making sure all campfires are  

 BE BEAR SAFE
Bears can be found throughout the 
Northwest Territories and can be 
dangerous, so treat them with respect – 
you’re in their territory! 

Black bears are an incredibly common 
sight in the NWT, and should you see one 
be sure to exercise caution for both the 
bear’s sake and yours.

These not-so-cuddly creatures can weight 
between 90 to 170 kilograms, depending 
on their sex and the season, and are close 
to one metre tall at the shoulder.

They can see just as well as humans, and 
have an incredibly well-developed sense 
of smell. 

Black bears can also run up to 40 km/h 
and are excellent swimmers. They are 
omnivores, eating both plant and animal 
matter, and easily adapt to different 
sources of food.

Easy food targets can lead to 
confrontations with humans, especially 
while camping, so be sure to store your 
food in bear-proof containers and dispose 
of all garbage. Bears that come into 
contact with humans are considered a 
threat and may be put down by wildlife 
officials.

Keep these tips in mind:

 CAMPING 
Avoid camping in areas frequented by 
bears.
• Always sleep inside a shelter (tent, 

cabin, etc.).
• Don’t keep food in tents or areas of 

your camp other than the cook tent or 
kitchen/cooking area.

• Keep a clean camp. Wash all dishes 
after every meal.

• Burn all garbage every day or take it to 
a bear-proof disposal site.

• Store food and other attractants (dish 
detergent, toothpaste, dog food, etc.) 
in an inaccessible place.

 FISHING 
Be cautious near streams or lakes – bears 
frequent these areas.
• Clean fish and dispose of guts away 

from camp.
• Don’t wear clothes to bed that smell 

like fish.
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completely out before leaving them and 
being bear aware

• Pick up a copy of the NWT Sport 
Fishing Regulations Guide

 FISHING LICENCES
Sport fishing licences are available online.

To purchase a licence, or for information on 
fishing regulations and other locations to 
purchase a licence visit: www.enr.gov.nt.ca

Seasonal NWT Resident $10.00

Canadian Resident $20.00

Non-Canadian Resident $40.00

NWT or Canadian Resident  
over 65 years of age Free

NWT or Canadian Resident  
under 16 years of age Free

Three-day Canadian Resident $15

Non-Canadian Resident $30

A WAY  
OF LIFE
Hunting, or harvesting, has and will always 
be a way of life for many in the NWT, 

and there is deep-rooted 
respect for the animals. 

The territory offers 
a large number of 
big game hunting 
opportunities, 
making it a popular 
draw for hunters 
from other parts of 

Canada and around 
the world.

 BIG GAME IN THE  
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
• Black Bear
• Grizzly Bear
• Polar Bear
• Wood Bison
• Barren-Ground Caribou
• Woodland Caribou
• Mountain Goat
• Moose
• Muskox
• Dall Sheep
• Wolf
• Wolverine

 HUNTING LICENSES
There are different types of licences 
required to harvest in the NWT, depending 
on where you live, what game you are 
after, and whether you are an Indigenous 
harvester. Additional permission, permits 
or licences may be required, depending on 
where you live, what you plan to hunt, and 
what you intend to do with your harvest.

For information on hunting regulations and 
obtaining a hunting licence visit:  
www.enr.gov.nt.ca
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